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To his pretended Majesty 

THEODORE I. 

Kingof COR SIC J. 



SIRE, 

FK*>Ol IL L YoaR Majesty per- 
'l**^*^ mit me to Prefent you with 
%* mX ^^^ Tranflation of the Second 
SlK^Hj^ Volume of Lettres Juives 1 I 
am aware that, confidering the Devil oi ^ 
Patron to whom I chofe to dedicate the. 
Firft Volume, you may perhaps think it 
A 2 extra- 
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iv DEDICATION. 

cxffacJfdiirary that I (huuld preftime to 
prefix fo ^uguft a Name as Yours at the 
Hfead of'thiis. But if you will pleafe to 
rccolledl. Sire, that> before your Arri- 
val fn C^rjka^ you were alaioft.as ofefcpr?j 

as Jemmy ' You will pardon my 

Boldnefs, 

W H A T a Mlsfortunt it is for the He^ 
brew Nation, that you did not take it 
into your Head to iet up Jfoi* KiJbg *pf J^^r 
rufalem ! Surely you could not have failed 
of as^greatSuccefsin fuch an Undertaking, 
as in that which renders you Maftcr of an 
Eftatc that lawfully belongs to iMiGenoefe. 
What a LuAre would it have given to the 
Jewsy if you had but been pleafed to have 
perfonated the MeJJiah whom they exped ! 
And how happy would it have oeen for 
that People, to have had an Adventurer 
at their Head, fo enterprifing a*s. you ai^e ! 
perhaps you thoiight it wouM be a Tafk 
too difficult, and decline it for fear yoii 
(hould hot fuccecd ; but you wolild havl 
found coiifiderable Supplies from the 
ye'mi of ' Amjierdam. I wiH ^venture,, 
Sire, to give you a Pifeceof whf>l<?fpme 
• * ^ .. : ' Advice; 
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DEDIC^riON, r 

Advice : If you arc driven out of Corfica, 
get yourfclf circumcifed, and carry a 
People who only wait for a Deliverer, to 
the Banks of Jordan : But if you would 
win the Hearts of the Hebrews^ you muft 
govern them more mildly than you do 
the Corjicans ; for the Ifraelites do not 
love to be fhot to death, and you will never 
obtain your Will of theqa.by Severity. 

In my Opinion yovi tread much in the 
Sreps of thofe who conquered the Ncvy 
World ; Ferdinando Cortes treated the 
Mexicans jail as you treat ^^ Corjicans. 
Did you catch the Genius of that Spani/b 
General in your Travels m Spain? Re- 
member that he made Ufa of the Differ* 
ence of Rjeligion as a Cloak for his Cru- 
elties. '^ But the People with whom you 
bear the Swfcy, are of . the .Catholic and 
Apo^olic Church of ]R.ome. Perhaps you 
take thaDukc of^/va for your Model; 
if fo, Sire, you follow a bad one. He 
bft h^lf of xhci Nef^Aer/Midsy, where his 
Barbarity Icontrihu ted npt a little to the 
Forming of the RepuWiq of Ho/land. 

i A ^ Believe 
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BELifcvB me thetefore^ Sire, yotfr 
pretended Majefty had better take Pat* 
tern from a Number of Great Men, who 
with all their Valour and Courage were 
always ready to pardon. Henry IV, of 
France^ to whom Your Majesty Is no 
more a kin, than St, Crifpiu is to the 
Great God, conquered his Kingdom a» 
much by Good-natttre> as by Arms* 

By imitating that Hero, you would 
ztiH&, the Hearts of all Mankind. Thte 
Inhabitants of your new Empire Will be 
fond of you, and, foreigners will flock 
to ofFef you their Service. The Count 
de Bonnevar will quit the Turban to 
come and be General of your Forces : 
The Baron de Pollnitz will put on his 
little Band again to be your Chaplain ; 
'.The Duke de Ripper da will abaodoa the 
Intercft of the King of Morocco to be 
;^6tir Miniller of State : And I can aflure 
Your Majesty, that if aBreach betweea 
me and vtty Family had not been made 
up a few Days ago, I fliould have em- 
braced the Poft of your Chaajcellor wild 
jgreat Pleafure. Bat you will not want 

iHuftrious 
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DEDICAflON. vii 

illiiftrious P^ribn^ges to fill that h^h Sta-? 

tion, and I promifc you that I will take 

care to inform piy felf what Perfons may 

J>e deferving t)f the Employment, aSia 

to give V o u R M A j E s f y 2. feithffll , 

Account, 

u 

I am, wirfi a profbuiid R^ctSl, 

SIRE, 

itour^pretend^d Majk$tV*5 

M^ humble, and ^ , 
Moji ebedknt Servant^ 
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P R E F AC E. 

ByM.D. 

/N my Preface to tke Rrft FoAmte J gave a g^er/il 
Anfwer to the InviSlives thrown out againft me^ 
from the overflowing Zeal of certain Bigots^ the 
fiery Advocates of every Perfon that wears a Cowl and 
Sandals. I prcrmfed them that I wot^ld fpare thi 
Monks hereafter^ and have kept my Word with them^ 
for in this Volume they are only mentioried occajionally^ 

I have endeavoured that the Tranflation fhould ht 
correal an^-concife^ 'imn^ng taken more than ordinary 
Pains to render the'^Sehfe of my Author^ and to give it 
the Air of an Original \ in which too many Tranflations 
are very deficient. 

But notwithflanding all tfyrt I have done to merit the 

Efteem and ApprohattoH of ^ Public^ the Bigotr rave 

jitll^ and cry out incej/antly^ We are really much obliged 

(Jay they) to this fame Tranflator ; he promifed us to 

iparc our Friends the Moxxks, and now he ridicules 

our dear Sifters tMe Nuns. *-Yet the one are as facfed 

as the other ; and his Second Volume as richly 

deferves the Flames as the Firft. fFhat has quite 

exafperated them is the Jokes of Jacob Brito upon 

certain Bones and Rags, which by the Confecraiionr 

^ Avarice are termed Sacred Reliques, They would' 

* /'W *iifl the Money they raife in one Tear from their 

Pi<yus Frauds^ if they could but have their Ends of me. 

They puhlijh every where that I am^ a Man of no R$li^ 

gioff m 
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PREFACE. i^ 

gt^y tharnm but ^n Emmy 19 the Deity tv.uld pre;^ 
fume- to tranjlmthe Lettrts Juiires r ^d as ah evident 
Proof of their Accufation^ they alledge that I have 
tJtade a Jef of St'. ChriftopKer'f Chine-Bone^ and the 
Prophet Jeremiah' J Tooth. / might t^nk it b fufficifpt 
Anftver^ that" when- a Work h tratfflo^ug^ i^ fiaovld hi 
rendered jufi as the Author conipofed it j and that the 
Tranjiaiors of ljncvti\\}^ Were never profecuted for the 
Opinions of thai Philbfophir.* Bitt ^I wave this Argw 
mentj and would have them to knotv^ though they affrm I 
haw no Retigiohi tS^at"^ the Je^s Letters contain no' 
nwre than what is faid every Day by the Launois, the 
]Slabillons, and other fenfible Cat/polics > / will ad^it^ 
ift fi>ort^ ^hat there are Jhnf hold Strckes in them. 
Ar^ fud) not to be pard(tned in a Jew ? . 

f proceed to another Article bf their Complaint^ viz. 

the fevere Cehfiires which are paffM in the Letters upon 

' the Court of Rome. To this J have hut one JVord to 

jay : • Lgf it he ohftrved that Aaron Mohpeca, as 

much a Jew as be /V, fcm-ce ep^r' /peaks of the fove- 

reign Pont^;htt os a particiHttr Princn and Mailer 

«/Rome. h a ebeh pofpblefrr i Wiher t(f lajh the Vicei 

md Avarice ef a corrupted Court \ and yet be a goodCa* 

iholic 'j ofwhiA thif ti a plain Proof Pope Pius II, 

bfore he had a Thoi^ght of ever fifing to the fiver eigri 

rontificatty andaffimung no other Stile ^1 yet than^ 

^neas Silvius^/^ Poet^ Writes in th^JhUowihg Terms ' 

to bis Friend John Pcrfgd ; Nihil eft, quod abfque 

argcntp R-omirna Curia noit dedat j nam & ipfe ma- 

wislmpofitiones, &Spiritiis Sanfli Dona vendunturi 

nee Pcccatofum venia nifi Nummatis impenditur. 

Serva igitur Aurum, ut, cum opus fit, prsefio re- 

qulras. * i. c. There is nothing but tvhat may be had ai 

• JBMe^c'Sylviii/eufulLOper^ti p..i49» 

tb'e 
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X PREFACE.: 

the Court of V.ome for Money i the I^^^ m^ff 

Hands 5 the Gifts of the Holy Ghoji ; the Eorghfinefi 
of Sins 9 every Things in Jhsrty is fold at Rome dear .* 
enough. Save your Money therefore to ferve you^ in a 
Time of Need. 

If tJ)ere be any Thing fqid as hold as this in aU thle^ 
Lettres Juives, / em ready to own that J was in th^ . 
ivrong tO'tranjtaie them :^ ^ut if^ $nf the contrary^ 
Aaron Monceca has been muih modefier than Pius IJi , 
the Votaries mujl aUow tlxit he has faid no more than 
what a Jlaunch Roman Catholic may fay^ fime I do not 
believe that they will pre fume to maintain that this Pop^ 
was not a Catholic. And if they cauld but get rid of 
tife Prejudices that blind them^ they would fee t^ the . 
Pundttmentals of Religion have Nothing in compion jW-^A 
tht ''Vices of particular Perpms^ who cumfe it^ and can^ 
not be fuffciently hhmid. How ba^y would it he if 
it were pojjtlh to purge' the Court of Rome thoroughly 
from Ambition and Avarice^ by the mere Dint of 
' Reproach/ .. ^ . ,/ 

Before I conclude this Prefai^e^J fiicdl ^emfwer Qmt 
other Obje^fions. Aaron Mouceca is reproached for 
condemning all the Janfenifts in the Lump^ ibougH 
there are among them very honeji Piopk. They Jfjhp 
have flaked this Obje^iony have not Jj^ly examine4, 
this Wofk^ or they would have feen that the Janfe^ 
nifts are dijlinguifhed into tmo Claffes., Thofe of for* 
mer Daysy who are worthy of the Rfieexn of m^ g^d 
Men^fuch as ^ .the Arnau^lJ^ /i^ Ralcbal?.*'. tfiw^ the^ 
Sacis, are commended in Twenty Places. The i^atherj 
of the Oratory^ who ark Advocates for- tf^e Opim^ns of 
thofe great Men^ have never been once^ ment^oned^ 
in^ thefe Letters ; thus when mention is . mad^ of the 
Jahfenifts, /'/ mufl he underjlood of the Seii of Cony \xV 
fionaries. Men known to be fanatical, gctalignant, 
dangerous Knaves. 

- ■ - ' Ihe 
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PREFACE. xi 

The Jefuits^ are ojfendei to find their Society repre- 
Jinted as rmhitisus and formidable. But really would 
not they thtmjihes laugh at any one that Jhofdd fay that 
th^ are bumble^ manful to avoid Honour ^ and not 
am£led with the Riches and Splendor of this World ? 
Jttas it not been confejfed that their Behaviour is pure^ 
thai they are learned^ civily polite^ and boneji ioo^ as 
private Men ? Aaton Monceca wduld perhaps have 
Jaid merey but hi wuas afraid of telling a Lye. 

Some French People^ who never pratfe any CouU'* 
try hut their own, have complained that Aaron Mon- 
ceca has Jhewn as much Friend/hip and Partiality 
for the Dutch, as Arouet de Voltaire has for the 
EngHfii. This Hebrew knew the Merit and Virtues 
0f that Nation ; emd he was too much of a Philofopber 
to refitain himfif, and to difguife his Sentiments. 

Befides^ if he had found the Jame Qualities among 

other People that be commended among the Dutch* 

he would have applauded them in like manner* fits 

Sincirity has made him find fault with the pernicious 

Maxms ^ the Convert ers* Happy are they who fot^ 

low his PrimSpleSj which are fo agreeable to^ the Law 

if Nature^ that fh^ need no Apology. The extrava^ 

gant Rani of the furious Catholics has given him 

Cattfe, more than once, to commend the Mildnefs and 

Wtfdom ef the Dutch Government. It feems that he 

hat an AffeSlion for the Nazarene Protejlants^ and 

that his Friendjmp for them was created by their 

Loyak( t$ their .Princes^ and efpeciaUy to Henry IV, 

his Heroy m whofe Head they faved the Crown^ when 

certain flupid Catholics endeavoured to dethrone hinf. 

I miu/i gdd at the Clofe^ that if the Lettres Juivcs 

•are taxed with containing am Pajfages contrary to the 

Seniikents of the High-flytng Catholics^ thofe very 

Catholics AJuiSy however^ be obliged to own^ that it 

were to be wijhed that all People would think as he 

does^ 
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xii PREFACE. 

does^ upon moral Pncepfs^ and the RjeJpeSi Ju4 
S'Tvereigns. ' 

For ^*^ ^^j ^ 7*^?4 '« if^^ Tranjliition cf the i 
following Volumes, endeayour to merit that Fona 
the Public difcove^ed for the Firji Volume^ ^vhUh 
had fo quick a Vent as has exceeded, my E^^e^oti 
and defeated the Hopes of thofe^ to ivhcfe higotry 
Q^rrericy of this Work is aJto^etker refupmntm 
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LETTER XLL 

,Frof^ Aaron MoNCE.c A, at Pans, 
/4? I&AAC On.is, a Rabbit at Ccnftaa- 

FK*K"^WENT Yeftcrday td fee thp Mi4« 
]3J[# *)J^ Corned y» An<i \v*4s charmed wjth the 
# I m mwffc<aed^ ^d* at tfa« fsM^c Tir^e tke 
^# <IIkX jiAft A6iion o^ the Perf^^noisr^ The 
'l*LM*3^<tja( Prol>abiluy 1 perceived in it, made 
me the Fonder of it, becaufe of.it*^ Appmafb to 
Reality. Comedy being the Pi<fture of human 
Life, the Cooiedian can only pleafe hyv his loii- 
ution of the Original which he cppies : ^ L^t.a Play 
be ever fo good in itfelf, yet if it be performed by 
mean.A^ors, ib droops; whereas on the contrary, 
a Piece that will not bear fomuch as to be read, 
often fucceeds well in the Hands of good Comcdi- 
■ans. This is the Cafe of moft of the Pieces that 
are played upon the Italian Theatre '. They have 
more of Shew than Swbftancc, and the Reprefenta- 
Vol. n. B tl 
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tton of them is tmufing, but the Reading inripid and 
uninforming. 

Some Authors had invented a new Sort of Co* 
inedy, in which the Pleafantries of a Harlequin 
-were accompanied with a grave Moral *. The 
Italian Scene in the Hands of thefe Authors, was in 
a fair Way to have become a worthy younger 
Sifter of the Latin and the French. Butfome piti* 
ful Writers f who came after them, have reduced 
it to be as bad as ever ; for in almpft all their Pieces 
the Regularity of conducting them, the Unifor- 
mity of Charaflers, the Prudence of Behaviour, 
are facrificed to the Pleafure of raifing a Laugh in 
the Pit by a Joke, or byfome odd and improbable 
Incident. 

The ItaRan Comedy has met with various Turn* 
at Paris. In the laft Reign it was quite banilhed 
out of France \ for the Licentioufncfs with which 
it expofed Perfons of the higheft Rank to the Ri- 
dicule of the Loweft, fubje£led it to Profcription by 
the Authority of the Sovereign. But feme Years 
afterji the Duke Regent recalled it from Bani(h- 
ment, and brought it again to Paris. The Puniih- 
ment of the o^ Comedians rendered the new 
ones more cautious, fo that thev omitted what 
might be offenfive to private Perfons, at the 
fame Time that they left enough of the Agree- 
able in their Plays to amufe the Public; for they 
found in the French Comedians dangerous Rivals, 
whofe real Merit would have eclipfed the Tinfel 

• This one {tt9 with Pleafufc in the Pieces, intitlcd. 
La Double Imonftance^ La Surpri/e de VAmouTy Jko,. by 
Marivaux. Timon le Mifantrope^ Arlequin Sawvdge^ Sec, 
hy De Lille, who died fome Years ago at Paris^ and 
not the Phyiicians at the Hague^ as fome have abfardly 
advanced 

f R0MACNE8I1 Lelio the Son, ani others. 

of 
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of their Theatre, if they had not made Mnendt (m 
it's Deficiency by the G6bdne(s of their Perform* 
ance. 

' The French Comedies and Tragedies art the Rt- 
vals of the Greek ^ and if the.inodem Plays do ndt 
' exceed the antient ones, yet there is no Man ef 
Learning who is unprejudiced, that will difputfttlteir 
being equal to them ; and fqr ^y own Par.t I flioul^ 
in many Cafes be ten^pted to allow them the Su» 
periority. 

There is not a Cpmic Writer amoog the £tf- 
tlnsy that has united fo naany Talents together a$ 
Ma/ierehzs done. Terence wrote in a pure Stile l 
His CharaAers are perfeAly natural : . He dpes not 
barely relate Things, but actually places them in 
your Viewi and his. Plays are tbrc^ghout judici* 
oufly condifdled. But he wanted Fire^ iQi^gioatiottt 
ana a Variety in Characters; fo that if of the ,fix 
Plays which we have of his fiye ha(i.bej?n1oftrv^vt 
ihould ftill have Terence intire. In all bis Cotne^ifS 
we find a knaviflii Footman, a debaucl^d, or amo^ 
jrous young Fellow, a covetous Father,, fs^r. and 
after a Perfon has .read his ^ndria^ he^eets wijth 
no new Inftrudlion in his other Plays,: nor jmy TlUog 
to amufe the Mind, but Fiflion. ' , 
Plautuf though he did nq% want for Wit, nor» for 
' Variety, efpecially in his Charaft^s, which abound 
with it, is often deficient in Stile ; and in bi$..|)eft 
Plays he is fometimes guilty of mean Cxpreffionsg 
unworthy of a good Tafte» , .... 

But where do we ifind njpre Variety, • moje Dig*- 
nity, more Exaftnefe in Charaftei^s, piore Accuracy 
arid Perfpicuity in Sdlc, than in the Mi/^ntr^gy 
the Femmes Savants j tlje Tarti^e^ the Facheux^Usi^ 
Ecole des Femmes^ and that of Des Maris ? I fhould 
J)e apt] to pte{&[JHoliere's good^Plays to thofe.of.thc 
Cre^i Poets i and to thi^i^iq .^i^ the //^/<?« Ifarces 
^ y fi'z, ' better 
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tetter than tlii1>ad ones, which he wrote to pfej^f<i 
the Tafle of the Vvajgar, becaufa though they arc 
equally faulty, yet tAit haRah Farces are^ tnofp flie\yyi 
-Tlie #yt/2ei*WVic^'i'to my thinking, carried th^ir 
flpnagody to: a' gite^r iPitch ^ Perfc^ion. Th< 
'Mtmmm^ m^ftt had totyThing of this Kind that cciiiJi 
defers the Attention ef nice Judges^. The Tra- 
gedies of ^S^^oi are the Prodti£lidns^ of a Declaimer, 
rather tlwm the Wbrits of it Tragic Author: He 
neither has enough of the Syjblime toravifh.piy 
8om1, li^r 4tt<Wfehbr the'Thwier am^ Pathetic to 
Mdt me* AU'f Re Se^fenees with which his Writ- 
ings ahMMid, al^ not cfapaMe of affeaiog tn^ y ajq4 
iiedoes not irfi^re me either with Terror, Fesjr, or 

• TliiP'JlMi^ very mnch extpjled the Thfejtes ^ 
tMtu^ ^ Ae il^dSM of Ovi^. It is Pity that 
SCtme h as nbt preferv^d thofe two Pieces* for I do nojt 
4^«&oii Wt "they were ■ vei-y bcjajittifuL '(iote Ot;w/ 
i(^fcft&}y knew m PaJRons^^d no bpdy! had fo 
ffvety a *W«y of expfvffing the Sentiments' of a Vav- 
big Lorer. Hfe Htrcint^' ate 'fiire v oilers to ui 
^Pthe Beauties 6f l^is Tragccjy ; 'b^jt th^ 0<^nefs 
^^n Wf^Ht^ftidi is in being, is' not* to be eftimatei 
by the Reputation of another not certainly knpwri. 
(Si^fc^i Mid EurfpUles m^ed iHe Theatre aipoog 
the Gpeih as 'high as poifible.. '(^meHle '- and^ ^Qchi 
improved it to FerfeAion amon^ the /VmJ ; and i^ 
#rilertojjudg^of'theTtefU'^npq between thofe Au- 
thors, it is my Opinion that it muft be determined 
*by tW i^hieh ought to be given to the Tafteof 
the 'Mxm4H$ fend the Parfj^s.' There are few 
*Frenehmm nbw-a-days,' edJcfept- certain Idolizcrs qf 
Anti<jurty, that will aHow the '6r#/i Theatre tp be 
'luperKMT to theirs. It is true; ^s Opinion is not 
•fc generally received In the foreign ^Nations; yet it 
lias a good many Adherently - 

I dare 
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I dare maimMn tbdt- iter^ is .rtmne GhnndbtDP^ 
pignity; and-^^efty in GditnmH* thtm n^Siopiocks'^t 
lor the Iatt€;r, though eti do V^ with. d.ftthlibBe<Qev 
jpms, an4/ worthy of the Ai)nMratio».af .all ^good 
j'udges^ had no« th^t Variety- ilr thdjdiffecem Cilha* 
racers, nor t^t ; Energy ^n4 Tjriith.iki hiS'iPor^- 
traitures. 

. Racine^ to tl^ Tender and* Pjidwlic ^JSuripiAs^ 
DJften jpiii^d tb^ Q^an^anH thtk Sn»hfnire ot A?^*- 
/&! apd- ComeUt/i and p«r)Mp» the. bniy Fauh of 
his Wbrks^ wa^ tfef^ fthe^j wi^te. too peiifc£l ; for 
A> jnany 3ea!!rtie8,qoi^HH^4^y,fttf:<^todt^ eikrlLofher, 

ImagmftiqA fe^iniftcli ^S:ib0)r w(luU^faim;dpii6^ hftd 
tfcerebeenFaull^.lOiftf tbwb^off. , ' 

Doeedfid toitnt&Gfery 
!ley: lia^ ii<Kt ekpiillei 
|t) copied) aftttr tbein^ 
fe^iioibo Of^inad^v 
I the Hoftri ilternaeely 
r^ the Mherfan ex* 
is$ told ai l^an of vaft 
new Method to. fafim«> 
i Tiifeeiire Mnfli.Ptar»^ 
^, oilniQbrdlnary^ iTtjk 
inaod^. aadi Jias- jisft 
Ads, in whf^Oliecfi 
rafter ; fo that Love 

,. .... J^ >No«r;the,Wai» of 

this Paffion, whkl^ W the titia of. the Theatre,^ and 
let certain Critic^ fey wh^ they> will, the fireA 
Means of trea^hing to |)hd .Heart, ha* fowrcd' ^hc 
Author to redttc^ bis Work -t« thpjee. AShi He 
was fenfible that all the Policy, all the Grandeur 
ef jRofnfi yitpuyr hp iAftiSckii4r to ^arrjr hith on to 

• Crebillcn. f Vobaire. 
? : \ B 3 a fifth 
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a fifth A&f wkfaout fellki^ into cold Declamations^. 
which takt atwy the S{>irit of A<5lion. There is 
no .modern Piece in i«4iich Love has not fome little 
Share, or enough to introduce at leaft a Woman t6 
help to conduct the Adion to it's End, and to keep 
it from die cdd Affiftancc of Narrations and 
Epifodes. f 

As to the ancient Tragedies, in which Number 
we may reckon Racine*s Athalia and Efthkr^ thi 
Choruf&s make great amends for the Brevity of thd 
Afts. If certain Pieces of Ettripides and Sophocla 
were to be repreiented without the Chorufles, thej^ 
would fcarce hdd half an tiour. Thus the Mufic; 
Sihdng, and the InterittdcS, fpun out the Time to 
theXength of the modem Tragedies. ^ 

Thatincil^Pictee which I mentibned to thee, is 
iatilfed, ^bi^uitb<f}\A\\iiG&^ti TheCharaaef 
ofi that Emperdr fe> conf^mable tti the Idek whicft 
hac-'becn" ttrinftniitcd of ;*hliii to us by Antiqirityv 
He is aniibiiainiJ^' cJcKjueiif, fiitri^^, mendh'r atfd 
generous-; The Authoi^ defcribes him to the Life ift 
five Vjfiitsf and tfa« Pifttue which he draws of hit^ 
k% tlie mone.ingeniOas, becaufe he has been fo happ^ 
arfto maktt£!i^Jumiiblf:give it frotn hi» own Mouth; 
^cakmg^«oiAtfl«9f, wfaeti be {irefled him to puliiffi 
ceiftaist Semioiiiitfatft might b0caj>abteQf*ihortcnin| 
his Days. < 7 

virk im emfiiUe foivt a^ mefaire hair* 
J^ pm imhaiire^vairim^ fef mfmfnntfunir. \ 
Afims : '^ ^icoutant nifiupfmSf ni vengeance. 
Suf PVnivirs fiuwis rignmifam ^Mence. ' ^ ' ^ ^ 
• . ' i\ "■■' ' ' - ' 

Punift I furcly would, did I bulffear thein 5 ^^^ 
Counfel me not hoyrto gct'Hatrc^. 

^ r J5 ' - c ^ I^know 
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I know 4^gt what it is. to fight and conquer, but 

kno^jhow to punifh. 
Then let's be deaf to Jealoufy and Revenge^ 
And rule th' obedient Uniyerfe without Violence^^ 

'I'his Chara^er is ^the more beautiful, and gives 
tlie nlore Fleafure, becaufe it feems natural, and 
taken from the Life, for it is ^Cafar that draws hig 
own P]£lurc in difcovering jiis moft fecret Senti* 
fbents to hii Confidant. Thefe are- happy Plans. 
A Charafter which condufls the Aflion to tha 
End, ha^ much more Efl:ea than a cold Defcrip- 
tion of the Qualiiies or Vices of any one Perfon 
by another. 

Roane has fucceeded, however, in that which 
the Vizier Jchmet gives of the Sultan Ihrahmi : 
It's Brevity, it*s Juftnefs, andf the ^Situation of the 
Perfon who gives it, have rendered this Paflage a 
complete Piece. 

Vhnhecilk Ibrahim^ fans crainiri fa Naijfance^ 
Tralne extmt de Peril um HtrmBe Bnfance^ 

\ AuUgm egahmentli de Fivre^ i^ de Mwrir^ 
On rjd>mdonni aux Mains qui daigmnt U ssdwrir ^« ' 
The Ideot Ibrahim^ regardlefs of his Birth, 
Is always ma jS^ite of Childhood fjsee ftom Peril* 
Being of Life and D^atfa alike unworthy, 

. He is^abandon^ to thofe Hand» that dei^ to 
feed him, . / . , , 

I had rather have; been the Author of tbe<e,£Mil 
Verfes, than all Seneca's TxzgtAit^ Ido'notber 
Ueye it Is poilible to equalthe Perfpicuity imd £x<!» 
ai&nefs with which he has defcribed the Tranquility 
wherein the Brother of a Sultan lived at the Se- 
raglio. But every Body has not fucceeded fo well as 
Bidne. Therefore it is my Opinion that Tragedy 

• Racine, ^ajaxet; Scene L 

B 4. ^ abfolute'y 
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abfr^titcfjr requires that ^c Pcrfons who are intro- 
duced, (hould draw their own Pi€hires as much, as 
it is peffibie in the N^tttrc of the Thing 5 for then 
the CharaSers arc more ftriking, and remain with 
deeper Impreffion iipon the Imaginationi: An4wh6» 
this is not pofEble, Caremuft be taken to charafle-, 
f izfi the Perfori fpok«n of in a concife Manner, not 
nke ao Orator, or a Decl aimer. 

Brutus, CaJJiuSy Cmht'^ and the other Senator* 
who confpired againfl: Cafar^ are characterized with 
too much Uniformity in the Scene of that Piece^ 
where they are fpeaking to Julius Cafar. Methinka 
I fee a Rabble of Deputies from a Country Village, 
haranguing a Govecnor of a Province* on the Im- 
poffibuity of paying their Taxes, and every one 
- fpeaking a (hort Sentence in his Turn, all to the 
fame Purpofe, We bavi no Money. Confequcntly the 
R&man Senators will have no King. 

The Character of Anthwiy is beauti&il* He is 
drawn /ttch aa he ought to be, a^ zealous Friend of 
Cafaty an Enemy to Liberty, incapable of fervihg 
under ztiy, other than fo great a Mafter. See bow 
he defi:r^a himfelf fpealong to Ju&m drfm. 

Jmmm^tuhfftdssni €6mHifm^TBmn$% 

y*ai cbirij^ plus gta Ui^ la Ghin da iu t/f>« ' 

- - jP»i prepMcIa Cbotne oil tit nuiz.bs. Rommnu 

Content (Titre fous toi le flus grand des Hifltmnu ■ 

Pluf ^<iJ^4 de te fervlr^ que de r^net^ moi- mimej, 

. Jkthonu thoirlcn^weft, know^ Bot Envyj 
* I barve Dc^n nK>re tender of thy Honour, th^n thpft 
tby<^lf. 
*Tw<ls I prepar*d thy Chain ^ bind xhtRomanSy 
Content to be the greateft M^n next to thyfelf.--' 

; ' • '•' - More 
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Mqre prptfd of ordwfungr tbee with ti)is'MW 

XKadem; . . ^ i. . : - . j * 

Mi^^ gr«ai to b^ tkf S^bJp^tbw ? Mo^'^h. • 

■' ' • - ' ' • . ■• , . ! 

THe Uft S€©fie ,6fi itbi^, Tfr^gfdy iV a miigm£i£en| 
Piece. . The Majcfly <rf tb« Seijtiraents,; and tbt 
lioftincfa of tbe.Ljipreffipns ar^the n^orc Aiitable\ni^ 
kr, bac^«*fe th<Hi^h ifclA^;^. could not bat beti^cHi^Ud 
in his Mittfiyht hairacDg^estbe People in order tpii^ 
jMcSq tb0mi ai|d:^ anin^» tfeepi againft tW MaWt 
defers akCdefwi .TbjMsl^f{«<^dLii)^prei&pn&'vyhic^ 
are di^Ufti^g^fii^niia M^o ^eflwbelpicd with Grief, 
amil ijrfiiehure cond'cfrnfM^d in-tte ReheaTfalof-T^^- 
r^ffrnnes arepiioper^b^^ ^^-grodMce a ^ od £&ft 
in x%^ Miodft^qf the Speflatorsj 

-F^r$ th^e-w^^ll, A^tr ^*«f, ^, i^af Godf gri«^ 
tbee Rkbei^ m AbUodnatSe^ . 



LETTER XLIL : 

Front A AR'di^ Mon cec a, at Paris, /^ 
is A,AC Q*w 1 8, tf Rabhh ot Coiiftan^ 

YiE5TERDAU a Friend oi' mihe carried mp 
to 9 Gcmv^nb of tbe Nazarem Eryars^ wber^ I 
^pertt Part o£ tbe Day, andren^lreidiligeililyiilito 
Iheit BeiiiA^bur, and' monaftic ; Wayf <rf)'i»Jfe. I 
Aid to 'the. Fry aiv into:wb©fd' Chamber! jnyfiFxI^ 
csnfled'iiie,- fVtmt^is h yMti^atfm/i'*jf0Urfelwl» ^b .in 
H»irRit!ranifaf- I pr^iff^Qod^i&iidz^j that I nisy 
J»(f(M Ai^ BncufGthr. ^ Gvardiani^ 'in Adikto^ b^t 
^iiiiRhifut^ jomAmn^tf goings butt if c it. Jr^tBa m^ 

B s faid , 
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(aid I, iamiffi be' enough fo imploj you aU ibe I>aj. 
have no pther 'Buuner$, replied be^ and for t 
"TTcto that I hive be^n'a Monk, rdonot retnet 
bcr that I have done any Thing elfe. During^ 6 
Goiivcrfttion r heard a little Bell ring: Now,^ 
be J it 18 half an .Hour paft four o'Clock ; With'w 
Leave, I will quit you for a' Moment, for tny.'Du 
calls |ijc to the. Rcfeflory, 'My Friend, wh6 K: 
keTen ufed for a* long Time to bantc?r hhn, a?lc< 
him. Why he did not ftay for the ftcon* Tab] 
In order to go to Supper? 1 will lav a* Wjrger, coi 
Hm^dhey that voii have a d6uble Mefs. You ai 
right, repUed the Memk^ we live to Day at tl: 
Expencc of a rich Farmer of the* Revenue, wh 
regularly gives an Entertainment once a Wedc t 
^ew^bole Convent. This Benefafibr is the Peni 
tent of the Reverend Father Guardian. He doe 
Things to Perfe£tion. Your Father Guardian, n 
pUed my Friend^ had better enjoin him to jjrovid 
Jefs good Cheer for you, and to rob the Public lefs 
for Monileur /)*** pafles for a very great Knave 
As our Converfation was not very pTeafing to thi 
fMonk, who Hoojd upon T^i'ns all the Time, fo 
fear^that bis NIefs would be diminifhed,^ he mad< 
us a profound Bow, went away for half a'h Hour 
and then came again to us with an Air of Gaiet) 
and Satisfaction. Our Brother Maurice^ fays he, 
has outdone hirofelf To-day :, He had procured fbnft 
Veal that was- wpnderfally good, and the Convent 
will fuftain a confi^crable Lofs whenever he leaves 
it. I would; with all^ my Heart give .the firfttfen 
Crowns whfch i fliall' ' •« I am Procisra^ 

tor of the Convent, i i but' ten Y^ars 

younger. You wijl J fo well To-morr 

i09ii JaietL Pardon i » ^^ P^^^ to dine 

To-morrpw up^n the | a rich . Widow^ 

which 18 diTpeo^ to i by Month: She 

. ; ha^s 
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has already fent iti Abundance of good Cbeer. You 
are very happy, faid J, to live fo much at your 
£afe : You have Lod^^g and Food, without be- 
J|ig obliged to take Care Tor it; You get enough 
by fiiigtng for half an Hour, to fu^fifl you for a 
Fortnight. 

Ah i replied the Fryar, you know but little of 
.the Monaftic Life, and the fad Sute of thofe 
who embrace it, which is more melancholy and 
tirtfome, than the Fate of 3 Slave in Turiy ; for 
his Servitude does not hinder him from getting 
Money, and then he has the Hopes that feme Day 
or other it will he dt an End, but a Monk is 
doomed for ever to a Captivity, which is the more 
cruel, becaufe he is under the Command of Ma* 
fters that are more barbarous than the (evereft Cap- 
tains of Morocco and Sal/ee. Is any Thing fo hard as 
to be a Slave to the Will and Pleafure of a Man^ 
who being himfelf uneafy'with his own Condition, 
revenges himfelf upon others for his mifcrable Si- 
tuation, a^d makes them anfwerable for his Mif- 
fortunes? You give me, faid I, Father, a very 
ftrange Account of your Fate; fo that I wonder ' 
to fee fo many People turn Fryars every Day, ancl 
to find the Convents fo well flocked. JError 
and Youth, faid he, are the Source and Nurfery 
«f the Monks. A young Novice may be com- 
pared to a Child, who at fourteen or fifteen Years 
of Age has a Vow imppfed upon him, to be tor- 
mented in his Convent by all the Paffions of this 
Wodd. His. wearing an odd Habit, his haying 
his Head fbaved, and his Feet bare, makes him 
oeverthelefs a Man. In Spite of the Monkifli 
£duc$ition, and the. Prejudices which are imbibed in - 
the Cloiftfjr, Reafon fooner or later fpeaks out 
clearly, and breaks through the Clouds which 6b- 
fcured H',(q tjia* at thirty Years pf Age wejrefleiS 
B & ' on. 
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on die F^iy cooM^kieit at fifteen ; but tlie Imfef--' 
fibtticy of repairing k it atteede^ with Mk Anguiib^ 
»» turns afr«r wards! into IfypQQtiOf an^ Debaucbefy.- 
Mait, boon, for Libedry^ cannot alwa^ be a* Shue^. 
but (boner or LaMrocKj-eavourfr totbroiM o0 fo had|i» 
a Captivity. You are not near fo happ^rv f«d^'li' 
to the Fry air, as. I HMtgiHc^: i pkicilyfeeitjiat 
your Condition is^ocily trami«iil m Appenmnce. 19 
yow knew io tbopoughly, replied he^ yeu w^nMr 
find it a State fuJt of Anxiety: U istruc rtatoM^ 
Vtfc is an entire Series ot^ OowtiiAneftt and ^ue-^ 
giihnefs, and fbtran^uil, dldt a brute Beaft couw' 
mVitti it. If we could etafr to* be Men, and tky 
bave PaffionS) Nothing' certdtnly- i^ fo commodiouy 
ae.to eat, drijtk, and flcep. Forastx) the pretended>' 
Aufterities oi which xk% make a^Shew to-fhe WorldV 
thefe ar« Things to whicbwe are eaiily accuiR^^iiKdv 
Habit inures us to bear our Feet as naked' asrthd 
Face and Hands : The W'an^of Linen* is » Thing 
which is not minded^ when a Man has been a-WeeS 
without it ; and there is- not a Fryar but is as eai^ 
in brs Habit, after he has been three Months ad*^ 
mittedy as a Beau m.his Itured Cloa^. B^t it itf 
impoffible erer to be reconciled* to tha^fenrile Gbe*-' 
dtenoe, which ranks us in the Claft <^ Beaftss a« 
the fsmne Tini^ that it kaves us tile Paffoas and Sto-^. 
ttments of Men i which forbids iiseven the* Libertjp 
of Thinking, and which* renders it crimiAal' fdr uai 
tahave a (^tmpfe of that &eafoii wbidi» oftirs to 
give us Light* 
. This Fryar was goingort t©^ gi^e nac a-fiMlSier 
Account of his Situation, when I beard^ ^ fettM^ 
Bell ring wbicb had before calfed hjin to tite' Rto^ 
, fe£iory» NoWy faid be, it is Time fee- n»c- te^re* 
turn to my Cell, and'4he Hour h oome for my 
l^ing to Bed. As fond as I an> of fitting up asii^ 
^joyingy^iftrigoodi Comj^any^ I^'^ttfr iSkiwd^p-toavil 

you : 
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your The Giarthw in half »rtHour*s Timfe^ Witt 

gd^td the 'diamb^ps to- fee- that all are a-bed; and 

a$he htts-owedSfNcna Oriufgelbita^long Tinitf, wqiiI# 

be verf gteid^d^Hltd^ st^IhtetCfvce lotaferidgff mtt of flq» 

Mefe ib^ a ^/rildltf Week. Tht Fryarbad tlih i^ 

much' at Heai^ tlititt wkbdut fta^hig for zxtf An&ver^ 

l« W»fled M^ HinWc and beft^uii' • 

' Of a)^th«>Whiinfiwo^ cfa« NoBuammy Nothiiig 

appears to me-fo^ridkiiitoii^ ;» thia itaft Swaooi of 

F«opte^ whoatv t^rfiiennid' in^thpir Solitude^. atn<l 

» Burthen to^ tlioft t«4tliMevIX(Mii«. THat State cif 

&% whto)i »• leaflj a^cfdli td Society^ is/ the moft 

contemptible of all; hv^ thctt: ^hich is> pernicious 

arid noxious to Soeietvs muft bcihcid in Al>horren€9 

by Men of Senfe. Whene^ isJthe PoUcy of France 

to- keep rfear an hu^di^ th<H]&ildi l2>rofieSv that 

are^ne^Manner of Se^tk&tto the\Mnsa^Ki&iei^ce«^ 

and the Prcfervation of the Kingdopi ? ^ ^ 

• ' The Ihperftitious N&zO'mes^ pretend tBat there 

ftould be an Order of Men^in all Countries^ to prajt 

pei^tually for thofe thar cannot do ir themMvcs^ 

They fet an infinite' Value upon Mottaftkal. Pialm'^ 

G^Y^ and ti^ink the %zMy oi the State dependl 

upon it: Ignorant Wretches! who do not knoW' 

that the befl< Seng that can be addreffcd to Gcdi 

confift^ ivi the Rtfrity of the- Hearts They migfet 

eafily cure themfetvea of their: Frejudicea* if thejc 

were to- caft their Eyes» iiito. certain Nazsntu 

Go^intries, from whence the Monks have been 

entirely banifced : They-wfeuld there fee that tbo 

I>eity is (b fkrfpom being dSfended a* the Ba«i(h^ 

menf and Pfofcriptkm ^ t^ofe Drones, that hcf 

has bleiftd thofd Kingdoms^ with Wea^ and 

K^Jityr Gonfider^ dear Ifaais, how. many CM^ 

dren :a]l thcfe Menfes wouidi have, it biK^ Was! i 

Slvoemaher^ anothe^' a^ Taylor^ anotludr ^i Bakery 

Isfc, Now the fanac:Al»ft-l^t»fuppreffed the Mo- 

.. . ; nafteries 
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naileries, would alfo break open tbe Prifons of 
Numbers of young Women ; and in fifteen Years' 
Time the Kingdom would be jnore populous bjr 
one Third. THe French who make Ufc €^ jtheir 
Reafoh, know the Abufe of Convents and Mona« 
fteries, but thty have a Veneration for it as an Er- 
ror of Antiquity, coslecnitcd under tbe Veil of. 
Religion, kept up by the Superftitious, and pro- 
te^ed by the ibvereign PontiiF. Tbe fcveral NIo- 
naftic Orders are as fo many different Regimenti 
ander bis Command, which k^p Garrifon in th^ 
fJazarem Countries that are of his Faithl By th^ 
Affiftance of thefe Forces, wliich have their fe- 
veral Liveries, their Colonels, their Captains, and 
even their Colours or ^anners, he has often Ihook 
the Thrones of t)iejnoft powerful Monarches, and 
ftabbed them to tbe Heart in tbcMidft of their Courts 
and Armies. 

' Th^EngC/h and Dutch could never totally pro- 
fcribe or baniih the Monks from their Countries^ 
but they have forbid them to appear there in their 
Military*Habit8, fo that they drefs there like other 
Men. But in the Toleration which they grant to 
the Soldiers of the fovereign Pontift they have 
excepted the ♦Grenadiers, who arc bold refolute 
People, and ready to undertake any Thin^ for the 
Accomplifhment of their Defigns. Thefe look on 
the other Monks with Contempt, and pretend not 
to be of their Clafs* Neverthelefs, they are not 
merely Eccleiiaftics, and their Eftablifliment an4 
Politics are equally difficult to define, and. difcover. 
They are as learned, as the other Fryars ar^ igno« 
rant; feeble^Friends, but implacable Enemies ; fe- 
vere in their Manners, and very regular in their 
Ways of Living, whatever their Adverfaries fay 
of tnem^ hvA relax as to other Points^ ai^d com- 

/ ■ .: •Th«'Jef«it8. v' 

' ^ ••" ' plaifant 
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plaifant even to excefs. Their Morality is a Con- 
feqttcnce of their Policy, as their referved Condud 
is of that good Order and Rule which are injoiaed 
by their pariacipal^ Leaders; . As private Men they 
are engaging, good-natared, and unaffisded ; but in 
the generality as a Body, they are haughty, danger- 
6H1S, crafty Impofters, andanitbitious beyond £x|k^- 
fion* They are not terrified at Dangers ; they tra- 
vel every Pay to^ the remotcft Countries to mak« 
Incurfions, andto plant the Nazarm Standard there. 
They are|in unfhaken Bulwark to A* the fovereiga 
Pontiff; fo that when he is under a Neceffity of un- 
dertaking any €oup tPEchtthe alwaysapplies to them* 
For this Reafon they are often fufpc^ed %o be the 
Authors of a great many Things in which they have 
no Share. They are of great Ufe to the Society, hf 
the Care they take of the Eduieatkn of the Youth) 
which is commonly committed to them. They paft 
for great Enemies to the Fair Sex, in which they 
differ entirely from certain Fryars *, who are deemed 
the Heroes of Monaftic Gallantry. It is not many 
Days ago, that one of thefe was unfortunately fur** 
prifed with a Fair Penitent of his, whom be had in- 
troduced into his Convent in Man's Apparel. The 
Affair made a good deal Of Noife at firft, but the 
Monks endeavoured to huih it up, and in Public 
denied the Truth of the Faft. 
' The Frenchman who told me the Story, faid, by 
Way of Banter^ That it would be of Service to the 
State, if the Monks played theft Pranks oftener ; 
Tbey would msie FtzacelpopuIffuSf (aid he, and would 
hens hnger fuch a Charge, up^n the Public G^d 
fothki^ faid another Frenchman^ that the Race of fr 
pernicious a Breed Jhould ever rmdiipfy: We fiiould 
ihen fee Monfters io the third Generatkn^: The Fch 
tber a Drone i the Son a Rafcal\ 4mdgtufi' wbai 

.. ;^l would 
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%opHtS he 'the Gjwm^om By tM» thoa. imyirft. j^i^ 
^hat Opinion fame of the Nat^mes hatreof tbeii^ 
Fryars. ... 

^ Fare, dier weH, dear JjStoiy abd • lire] oewtcitt'^ 
with. ^ fiUl jDb&afure.o£ Hap|)im& . ' 



Fr<9/7r AAitaN' Moi4c'EfCAV/z? Paris, ft? 
" Isaac On i s, m^ R^ilt, at Conftann 

SQyiA)Et Time ago^ daa^Ifeuto, I gas^e. tbee m^ 
O^^tnkm cotiscmiiigl tixe IfM>t3cm^tfamt aUiP^opU. 
are<iam^k'd,.wb6r kove nbtithi?. g^^od' J^Wtutio to: be 
bom withinr t^c Bab of tfroii ♦. I cbnfcflfed* t<> 
thee that I cd«ii4 not bdieVe that an irrfimte-Nirm-* 
b«*^af good i People, Mihb have ih their l^lignnl x6ri^ 
fbriii^ tOftbcir^ Precepts: oft the fotindeft^MoraHiy; 
who; ha vej obeyed thd fotemal. Lcgiflatotr, thadisi t<^ 
fey, thd IXi^atea of their Gonfci^ncev^nd the Im^ 
pneHiorfs df natural Reafon,. couid> be daaaed* I 
fouftii^drmyQpifnoniofl^tHe^ Qoodnefr^and JbAice 
of Gr)d, to the vefy 'Efflbrtce o6 Wh»ch A^ttrtUotds 
ifcfe efvetlaftta^Miferyr of iilnoQcnt Gieatttlrearisldt- 
i^ly oontfir^k I: frankly dedkre to iihte,. thfaft 
ppffHfi'tWs'^^fioiifaeA, ani^mktfache Jaitioe^ I vpmi^ 
l^adfy' eft^bHfti a fecond Priodpie, m:; that^ tife 
rakis of thfd DJaniie<l:w«U not be etet-nai i- and th^t 
afttr aceftaik Numbei^ of Ages, thitf^SoulicdndemRf 
cd t^ theTormeito^ftbe Idan^oed, w^ll^be^cleanfe^ 
and purified, fjcom^tbeil^ 2Stai«s^ by the^^lb» wkiifik 
liiqr h^eMar^ i . /^ « . , 

'^ .-^ How 
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How can it be conceived that God 'ftouH ttft- 
itvcitt Millions of Greatures-to evcrlafting Mtfcry I 
For by admitting that Man, who had the Free- 
Will of commit^'ng Good or Evil» has given Oc- 
tafion to the Deity to puniih him etemaWv, ana 
that Juftice being a Qiiality as effential to the Su- 
preme Being as Groodn^f$> the everlaftlog PUnifh- 
ment of the Damned were a juft Punilhment, It- 
docs not clear up thcDifEculty in Queflion, becaiifif 
God having it at his Option to purge Men front 
their Tranigreffions by temporary Pains, it is to bii 

Srcfuppofed that he ought to choolc the latter. Thii 
lotion which I haye.of Clemency (a Notion which 
I could not be miftaken. in entertaining, becauftt 
it is conformable to the Light of Nature, and comesr 
to me from Gocf). evidently convincing me that it ir 
unjuft, when .it is Double to p^ut an End to tht^ 
Torments of an unhappy Perlbn, to' prolong thtm 
eternally without a lawful Caufe. Now there iaf 
none at air f6r the rendering Dam naiion eternal.* 
I would faiaafk the ytooifi^ }^a%arjmt^ znA Mahometafi 
Doftors, who are alike pofitiv^ in the Point of the 
eternal Mifery of Creature^, whether God coiild^ 
not, if he thought fit,, order it ib that the Painst 
Which Souls fuffer after tlie Deftruflion of the Body^ 
ihould rtxiikx\\\em pure ^ni worthy to conle into* 
hisPtefence. There is no Divine, I believe, d/ 
any Religion whatfoever,. that will d^ef to make anri 
f^^^er, that thp Almighty cannot blot out the Stains 
of a Souh ht th^y ever fo deep. Let Aich. a ane;^ 
bp wKo orwhat he)vill, he muft bedfecm^d ci^bef 
an Athcfft, whp ftts Lii^ks: to the Power of xh4 
Deitjr, and who by Gbnftquence Would gjudty anni^ 

hHate it,;, or an Idibt,. who has not the leaft No- 
tion either of found Philofpphy, or eveti of the ee-»^ 
neral Ideasr of Order. Now putting the Cafe tnat^ 
the Punilhmfent which a Man fuffers, though ever ft^ 

' ' ' - . much 
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nitic|i deferved, does not render him a Jot the more 
irirtuous ; and that at the fame Time it is in the 
Power of another to inflifl lefler Penance upon him^ 
which ihall xeftore him to Bis Innocence, and give 
^lim a Hatred of Vice; I would know of the Di- 
vines, what ought to be done in fuch a Cafe, and 
what would be the Dictate of Clemency ? Every 
Man in his Sqnfes cannot help confe^ng, that the 
Utter MethocI ought to be preferred. Now fince k 
is in the Power of God to pyt an End to the Pains 
of the Damned, and fince he can render thofe Pains 
ufeful and advantageous to thern, why fhould any 
body think that he renders them everiafting and 
unvailable^ and that he (hould do 111, when it is m 
his Power to do Good ? Is it not an Abfprdity to 
maintain and believe, that fovereign Juftice can be 
for Injuflice i 

StUy fome will fay, you jud^i of the Attributes of 
tkg infimti Beingy hy tbofe of Jmite Cnatura, You - 
an for diving to the very Bottom of God's Ckmency^ 
imd can have m Idea of it, iThis Ob^^lion is falfe, 
and is the very Bafis and Foundatioii of all the Ab- 
"(jrditieff of the Schools. For I grant that I can have . 
no intire and perfe(St Idea of the celeftial Clemency. 
But the Notion I liave of it is not a wrong and £il» 
^cious one, becaufe It is^ agreeable to Keafp% 
W^icK being the only- Light that the Divinity has 
granted for my Condu£^ cannot miilead me. If 
Things which pafs with Men for the moft juft and 
equitable, are unjuft in the Sight of God, there is 
«n End of all Certainty, and all is Confufion. What 
win be, deemed Virtue, may be Vice ; we {hall 
entertain no Notion fuitable to the Attributes of the 
Supreme^ Being, and it muft be faid that we have 
npldea of him confiftent with thofe which we arc 
fuuiiflied with by the Lig^t of Nature. For 2|s fooa' 
es it is granted that the fame Notions which 1^ en* 

tertaia' 
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tertain of Goodnefs and Clemency, may be jafcribed 
to the Goodnefs and Clemency of Heaven, I (hall 
from thence therefore plainly conclude, that Nop 
thing whatfoever, repugnant to thofe Ideas, can 
have Exiftence in the Attributes of God. Kow ^ 
am clearly convinced^ that it is contrary to the 
invifible Wifdom to inflidl cverlafting and unavaiU 
able Puniflimenis, when they may be rendere(^ 
fliort and ufeful. Surely therefore, God, in whole 
Power it was to render the Torments of the Damne^ 
ufeful and temporary, could not choofe to rendei^ 
them e\n6i*lifting and ufeljel^, becaufe God, bein^ 
fovereignly Wife, always a£is conformably t^ 
Wifdomr. '" ' . •' ' 

Our iacred Books aflure us, iczv J/aacj in feverat 
Places, that CJod wilf not always chi 
he keep hiff Artger for feycr ♦. Why the 
Griielty^Heafcnbed'tbhim, which IS a 
reftly contrary to his "EffenCe ? If any E 
Scripture ftem 'to favtur the Notion c 
Damnation, it is where a Meaning is pi 
which thfey do not carry; and where 
interpreted as they Ought. Into wha 
ihouki we not fall, "were we to expla'ir 
ftges of the Bible literally ? . ' ' '' 

The ^azarene Ddiftors, Who'dtablifli their Opi-i 
nfon of everfafting PunijQiment.upon the prccifc 
Terms of their facred Books, have no better Foun- 
dation for it than oiir Rabbies have ; for they own 
that foimetimes the literal Scnfe of certain Expreffions 
muft not be adhered to. Why then do not they in^ 
iterpret thofe Words of toerldjling Fire^ and endlefs 
Toni^entiy itt fuch a Manner as does not hurt the 
I^ea we ifiave 'of theOivihe Mercy? To this they 
tnfwer^ That the Juftice of God is an Attribute 
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wnich is as effentfcil to hU Being^ as his Mcrcy^ an4 
that hfe Jufticc demands the Punifhmcnt of Faults. 
But thi3' Anfwer is another Evafion : For as His 
Ttiftice is capable of being. fati$fied by a tepnpprary 
rUnifhinent, it ought not to demand an everkding 
6n6. And the Qyeftion again recurs to this Pointy 
viz. Whether it was not in the Power of God,. that 
the moft enormous Sins ihouldbe expiated by tem- 
|>orary 'f ormeirts ? Undpubtedljii he thai >s^AtmigbN 
ty had it in his Power. > ajid therefore he has fp or* 
dered it, becaufe be jilways doc» vyhat is heft, mo^' 
€!haritahle, moil mild, mod mefciful i a<nd becau£p 
ft is more agreeable; to Clemency and ^fercy, ta io^ 
9\A temporary PiiniOnnents^th^n iucb' ai neTqpr 

lat occuns i^ tfie.lVtuui im 

U^» tlie fuiuifi Stat^ of 

>f the t>aLiMmi 2j^c. tr^^fir 

lo£^of; the. JDeviU jttiifft h^ 

cit Sight co'ntrarv td 9m 

t when we cooSder thp 

ay afide all. prejudice, the 

^d there is Nothing imt 

to Keafion, in the Suppaf 

End even tcr the Toi:nfien(| 

of the I^vily, Befide$,. we do not know, th^ Nature 

oif' fhofe Spirits y we are not fore that ttfey, do a)| 

fhat Mifchief to Mankind which ispretendod. Wfao 

t;nows too, whether they are not foccesd to do it, 

and whether God does not make U(e of theoi as hi# 

thilrumcnt^ to punllh Vice? Jn^jfucb Caie the Evilf 

which thcv commit ought not to be* charged iipo^ 

ih^m as Crimes^ fince tfte Angfls tbtqafelve^ hai^ 

fpiietinies.beeii tHe Minifters.^.iho y^rs^ ^^J^f^^ 

yeriir , A iXevil j who^aflks by tderOrder of the JQeijiiji 

is ho more criminal than the deftroying Angel, and 

therefore is; only punjp»bl^ fopr Jb'» l^r£t, Offence. 

ut:,;/' "■ ^ Where 
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Where is the.ImpoiEbility hut God mzy oae Day 

forgive him for it, a^d t^»t it m^y he eil^ced by i ur 

nifament and KepentaiK^ i A Man wouj^ be v^rjr 

filly to affirm i,ipon the Faitjpi of the Stories, wbic)( 

are r^la^di bjj ^he N/yzdirem. Monks ifx, the HiAorjr 

of their, i^corcifttif , that tba Pevils blafpbeme ihtf 

piyjnity. It is to be prefuppo£»i tb^t they aiSi very 

differently, a^ well ^s the Pi^ofined, *nd that both 

the one and th^ other being Spirits diiengaged/ firoo^ 

the Sbaclf^le» ^f the Body, oxui fiiekered fi|om the 

DeIu(lons of th.^ Senfes, they Ifoow that the Wratl^ 

ef God^ how great foever, Qjiay be turned by Re^ 

pentancc ; and undoubtedly tjl^ey are tfe^ better for 

;lhis Knowledge That Rage they ar^ f^id to \3t 

ppfkf[c4 with in the Books of die Nf^^^nefi^ i» aa 

Angui(h of Mind th;^ torcoents die Da^n^ned fr dm ii 

hearty Sprrpw that they ha.ve dtfpleafed tl^e Divinity : 

And this Sorrow is a Homage they pay to him^ 

or their ftittJfe Sti^te^ 
leir Stains, and, after 
s them wortl)y of the 

^hich. many rjeligiptst 

1, is an evident Prorf 

rs, that by Sutf^ings 

behold it's^reator^ 

apifts have published 

fb many Abfurdities on this Article of a Place of 

Atonement, that their Ad verfaries have had Reafon 

to treat all their Stories as Impoftur^es, invented for 

no other End than to fatisfy the Avarice of the Pricfts : 

But if they had barely contented tbemfelve3 with ad'^ 

mitting of a Place to which. all Souls in general were 

to defpend after Death, there to remain till they 

were purified, their Opinion would, I think, hawe 

been very rational j t/?, Becaufe the Opinion which 

docs 
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does not admit of everlafting Puniflimenty feems to 
me to be perfe£Uy agreeable to the Ideas which the 
Light of Nature conveyai to me of the Clemency of 

• God : idfyy Becaiifeifwe diftinguifli the Souls in the 
Life to come into two CfafTes only, it is as much as 
to fay that all Souls when they go out of the Body, 
are either perfeftly pure, or all over defiled. Nc- 
yerthelcfs it is vifible, that' this is evidently, falfe. 
The Mercy of Godjtherefore requires that, in Order 
tp favour the Happinefs of Souls, there (hould be 
fome Method to cleanfe thofe who had been more 
addifted to Evil than Good. Now, by admitting 
oAe general Refidence for all, in which they might 
be purged of their Crimes, it aboliflies the Purgatory 
of the Papifts, a middle State bctweem Hell and 
Heaven, invented by, the Craft of the Monks; and 
•he Inconveniences are obviated, which appear in 
the Syftem of thofe who only admit of two Clafles irf 

^ the Life to come. 

The Doflors who maintain the Eternity of Tor- - 
ments objefts, that the Opinion that they will havf 
an End, inclines Men to be loofe, and authorises 
Crimes by giving Encouragement to thofe who com- 
mit them. Do hut once perfuade the .People, fay 
they, that the greaieji Offences will he one Day par^' 
cloned, and you fet open the Bar to Licentioufnejs of 
Manners,^ to Dijhonefty, to Murder, Majfhcre, &c. 

'* Since our Torments, the Wicked will think, arc 

* not to 1 all forever, let us balance the Pleafures 

* we (hall have a Tafte of upon Earth, with the 

* tranfitory Torments we are to fufFer in the other 

* World ; which, be they ever fo fevere, ought 

* not to frighten us, fince we are fure that they will 

* end in a happy Eternity.* The Difference, con* 
tinue thie Divines^ between the Virtuous and the 
Wicked is fo fmall, that it can fcarce make any Ini* 

. preffion 
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preffion upon the latter ; for fuppoflng thirty thou* 
fand Years of Pains and Torments, what is it to 
immenfe Eternity ? A Drop of Water compared to 
the Ocean, gives hut a faint Idea of that unhappy 
Period, compared to happy Eternity. 

It is certain, dear I/aaCj that there^ is a Plaufibi- 
11 ty in thefe Arguments, yet when they are fcanned 
thoroughly, they lofe a vaft deal of their Weight j 
and it is vifihle that they have more of the Specious 
than the Solid. The more conformable the threa- 
tened Punilhment is to the Ideas of Mankind, the 
more Impreffion it makes upon their Minds. Now 
it is very certain, that there being fomething in ever- 
lafting Torments, not only contrary to the Good- 
nefs of God, but even to the Notions of the meaneft 
of Mankind, moft of the Rakes, Debauchees, and 
Wits of the World, totally rejeft the Belief of 
a Hell, becaufc they fee no Proportion between 
temporary Faults and eternal Punifhments. As 
Religion does not furnifh a juft middle Opinion to 
fliew a Connexion between the two former, they 
run into an Extreme, and not only difbelieve mor- 
tal Punifhments, but even momentary ones. EVery 
Day's Experience demonftrates this Truth fo clear- 
ly, that all the philofophical Difcourfes in the World 
cannot defeat it. Do not we fee a vaft Number of 
ftupid People, whofe Contempt of Hell is not owing 
to their Study, exceffively indifferent about it for 
no other Reafon but their faint Opinion of it's Ex# 
iftence? 

It is a Miftake to think that Men who are per- 
fuided of the Reality of certain Pains, which, though 
they are extremely fevcre and cruel, arc to have 
an End, will not endeavour to efcape them. For, 
as they are convinced of the Reality of fuch Pains, 
and as it carries Nothing in it contraiy to their own 

Notions, 
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NpHoos, lij^y »rc ftrvck with it -to ihc laft D^rcc. 
On^ need only confider how many Almi the iSstxa^ 
Tines of the ftveraJ Se6^s bave^iven to th«ir PrieflU^ 
ajnd how many Faft«» Pilgrimages, iic. they ohfetve^ 
to be^ fully convinced of what tflfeft the Notioo «f 
temporwy Puol&mejit hajs ^pon the Minds of the 
greateft Crimiaals. We need only caft our Eyes o« 
what paffcs at Rom^ during th& Jubilee. There arc 
few of tWe Baqdttti or Rotbew of Itafy^ but arc for 
gaining Indulgtnces for two or three thoufend Years; 
They dp not think of avoiding Hell* but all they 
.care for is to (horten the Time of their future Re- . 
fidence in Purgatory. 

I conclude my Letter^ dear Ifaac^ with thi^.Re- 
jlcxioa : AU Mankiijd wUl njcceffarily agree ia ad- 
mitting the O[>inion of fuch PttniflmientP. ae are 
cpnformahJe to all Mens' Notions;, by Conlet- 
quence their Fear will tend to the. Good of So,* 
ciety. The Upgodly^ the LibenineSv wd the Wijts 
jWiU, have np Argument to. combate. a Behef that is 
•founded upon tb*J Ideas of the Ijgbt of Nature : 
They will not dare to flatter themfclves wJ;h the 
jnjpunity of their CHmegon any Pretence whatfo- 
ever: They can then no longer fay^ The Punjfi>- 
ptenH wi h which yQU threaten usy are inconfificnt with 
the Goodnefs of God: We do not comprehend that, a 
Faub^ be tt ever fo greats can never be expiated: 7 he 
:I^ll of which you ajfure us the Exijiena^ is repugn 
jumt taour Notions. When they are fully poffefTed 
of the Truth of an Opinion confident with the 
Ideas of Order, they will be fenfible that their 
.Crimes will be feverely chaftized, and that their 
iPunifliments will be proportionable. to their Faults. 
Then, in order to avoid this tempor^iry Ffell, they 
will do every Thing that the- Grce^ and Reman A^ti- 
(3WV«^do to fr<te themftlves from Purgatory; and 

when 
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when they really believe it's Exiftence^tk^wtU be 
the more ftruck with it. 

- Fare thee well, my dear Ifaac j endeavour to^livc 
content and happy 9 and let me hear from thee. ^ . 

LETTER XIV, 

From Isaac Oni^, a Rahhi, at Conftan- 
tinople, to Aaron Monceca at Paris. 

I Have been fo^nuch employed, that I have not 
been abk toanfwer thy Letters fooner. A cpn- 
fiderable Number of us Rabbiesand * Caraites h^v^, 
had a Meeting, to try if ,we could bring about an 
Union of our Opinii)nsi but after having difputed 
to no Purpofe, wc feparated* 

I confefs to thee, dear Manceca^ that, for my own 
Part, I have been almoft convinced by thofe Con- 
ferences, that the paraites have a ^ood Caufe \^ I 
did what I could to prevail with my brethren to 
give up] certain Opinions, but they rigidly pleaded 
for the Validity and Truth of the Talmud. I could 
not help blufliing when the Caraites afked us. If we 
t-ould in Reajon oblige them to believe^ that God is forcea 
to roar like a Lion three Times in a Night ; the firji 
Tattu when the dfs brays ^ the fecond when the Dogs 
harky and the third Time when the Infant fucks at the 

* Caraites y a Sc£l of Modern Jews, in Oppofition to 
the Rabbinical Clafs, or thofe who admit the Talmud 
of the Rabbies. The Term Carat fignifies, a Man of 
confummate K/to<wledge in the Holy Scriptures ; for which 

- Reafon they whofe Faith is only founded on the Bible 
are called Caraites. 

Vol. IL C Breiji, 
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Bra^^ mti when the fFoman talk U ber Hnfbandf 
God then fays^ fFo be to me^ hecaufe I have deftroyed 
my Houfe^ bttrnt mj 7empiey and made my ChHdren 
Captives *, * This, faid the Canutes, is a Sample 
^ of that Confeffion of Faith, which you want us to 
-^.fign, by wiopting the ridiculous Errors of the 
^ Talmud. . But we find that they who have fuch 
^ Notions of God, can neither ferve nor worfliip 

< him. What Honour does a Being delerve, that is 

< liable to all Kinds of Folly, obliged to bray and to 
^ be m a Rage, fiibjeft to-all the Pdfions, to Hatred^ 
^ Defpair, and Repentance, and fo (hort-i^bted as 
'* not to have forefeen that by abandoning his People, 

* he would be guiltyof a Fault which he would 

• repent of for a long Time.* 

It w^ ih vain for our !Rabbies to think of con- 
vincing their Adverfaries by the Setitiments of the 
Rabbles, and by the great Number of Jews that 
adhere to the Talmud ; ff^e have no other Writings^ 
replied thd Caraites, for the Rule of our Faitb^ than 
the twenty^fottr Boots oftheBiUefi tvbichyou oum 
as well as we, were written by Perjons whom God 
had infiired* We are therefore juftijtahle in rejeiiing 
all human Traditions which are contrary thereunto, 
if^hat tan bumal^ Sentiments avail againft the Com^ 
mand of God, ^uho is unchangeable^ and not Uable 
to Pajjions ? ffHereas^ were he fuch af the Tabnud^ 

• Heidam de Origtne ErroriSf p. 255. 

f The Author of the Caraite Commentary, which goes 
by the Name ofJaro^s^ the Son ofjo/ephf who lived 
in the Clofe of the'XIIIth Century, and whofe Work is 
preiefved in M S. in the Library of the Fathers of the 
Oratory at Paris, whither it was brought from Conftan^ 
tinoflf, approves of all the Books of the Bible which are 
in the Jewifi 'Canon, and reckons op twenty^bnr of 
them, as others do. 
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and the Writings of the Rabbles reprefent hintf thg 
Creaior wmld be more viley and more to be pitied thorn 
the Creature. 

I know not bow it happens, dear Monceca^ that 
our Brethren are fo infatuated with a Number of 
NotionSf that are (b inconfiftent with the Idea 
which we ought to have of the Almighty. That 
Medley of Chimaeras and Superftitions, which we 
have added to the wriuen Law, is aftonifliing to a 
Man of Senfe, and renders him (hy of ceruin Ce» 
remonies, which would be more reafonable if they 
were not fo numerous. Superftitions are the fame 
Thing to Religion, as ufelefs Suckers are to Treet, 
which, by wafting the Spirit and Juice, leave the 
Trunk faplefs, and hinder it from bearing Fruit. 
In the feveral Syftems of Faith that are in the World, 
it 18 eafy to perceive^ that diofe which are mod in* 
cumbered with fuperftitious Ceremonies, are leaft 
put in Pradice as to the Eflentials. A Jew breaks 
the Commandments of God ten Times a Day, with* 
out regarding what he does, andfeems to mind No- 
thing but the Ceremonies and Cuftoms of the Sab^ 
iath'Dofm A Man will be guilty of a Robbery or 
Adultery, who would fcruple to cut his Bread with 
the ICnife o( zNamrene* If thefe Cuftoms were 
.commanded in the Law, they might be juftified, 
did they appear ever fo ridiculous j but fmce they 
have Nothing for their Foundation, but the chimae« 
jrical Viiions of fome of our Elders, I own to thee, 
that I can only approve of thofe People, who making 
Ufe of the Reafon which God has given them for 
their Guide, are for adhering precifely to what they 
find written m our factcd Books. And fmce I take 
thee for* my Fric;id, whom I can truft with my moft 
fecret Thoughts, I muft tell thee, that 1 have re- 
folved to embrace the Sentiments of the Caraites^ 
and to quit thofe of the Rabbhi/ls entirely. I am 
C 2 fenfible 
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fenfible that my Alteration of Sentiments will make 
a fii I'prifing Noife, that our Synagogues will grum- 
ble at it, and that, ^s T am one of the fenior Rab« 
. bies, my Proceeding may be attended with Confe-» 
quehces which tend to open the Eyes of many others^ 
but worldly Interefts ought not to hinder us from 
adhering to the Truth as foon as we perceive it. 
To give the lefsOccafion for fpeaking of my Change, 
I have aflually purpofed a Voyage to JSgypt; I am 
going to fettle at Cairo, where I fliall live with my 
new Brethren, the pure j^ews, and the only true 
Obfervers of the Law of JIdofes *. As thou mighteft 
be apt to think, that I have adopted this new Opi- 
nion without having well examined it, I will give 
thee the particular Rcafons which determined me 
to it. . 

Our Rabbles fay, that neither th» two Tables, 
nor even the Pentateuch, contain every Tbihg that 
was enjoined to Mofes upon the Mountain. They 
fay, it is evident, that if God had had Nothing to 
diftate but the written Law, an Hour only would 
have been fufficient for it, or at mpft five or fix. 
They conclude, that he gave it to Mofes in th^ 
Day-time, and that he explained it to him in the 
Night, ft i& this Explanation that they cilltKe 
Oral Law, which Mofes taught to ^^«^" his Sud- 
ceflbr, and Jojhua to the Seventy Elders^'' who tranf- 
mitted it thus commerjted to their Pofteritf, and 
icveh to the laft of ttye .Prophets, from whom tKe 
.great Sanhedrin received, it f- From that Time 

• At Cairo, Confia;ifffiofle, and even in Mu/co^y; there 
are feveral Caraites, who have their feparate Synagogues, 
and think themfclves the only true ^fw/. 

t The grand Sanhedrin was the chief Tribunal of the 
Jeijos, v/mch was held at Jerufalem. yhe Term is- 
taken from the Greek J^vn^povt which fignifies concejfus^ 
^ u $. an AiTembly of Men fitting. > 

the 
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tie Fathers have tranfmitted to their Children, 
which is the Prafticc at this Day, and fcrves for a 
Rule when the written Law is mute. 

Without flopping, dear Monceca^ to examine 
the Foundation for the Rabbies' Opinion that God 
diiSlated the Law in the Day-time, and explained it 
in the Night, becaufe there is Nothing of it in the 
'Bible i and admitting, for the Sake of (hortening the 
Difpute, that MofeSy received feveral Ordinances 
from the Mouth of the Almighty, yet I can never 
think that he fpent fo many Da)rs* )ri prefcribing 
the ridiculous Ceremonies and odd VVhimfics of the 
Talmud. And if I admit that God commanded fe- 
veral Things to MofeSy which that Prophet did not 
fet down in Writing, and which are prefervcd'by 
Tradition, I maintain on the other Hand, that every 
Thing which is abfurd and ridiculous in the faid 
Tradition, ha^been added to it in Procefs of Time ; 
and that every Ajje having augmented it with fome 
Error, the Talmud is become the Summary of that 
pretended Tradition^- 

If thou doft but confider, dear Monceca^ after 
what Manner that monilrous Work was compofed^ 
coinpiled, and brought to Perfection, thou*wiIt fee 
Error^ Abfurdities and Lies abound more and more 
in it, the farther it comes down from the Time ia 
which the written Law was given. About the 
1 88th Year of the Nazarene^^ Rabbi Judah Huh- 
iadojb compiled the Writings of the High-Prieft 
called Mifna^ and that was the firft Original of 
the Tatmud. Though there are many Faults to be 
found with it, yet that Work is very far from be- 
ing as bad as the fecond Collection*, written in 
469 by Rabbi Jochmam^ and fome other Hebrews 

• The Talmud ofJeru/aUmt fo called becaufe it wa» 
made in that City. 

. C 3 who 
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who were his Affiflants. Finally, in 476 Afa and 
Hammai^ Rabbies of Babylon^ added new Vifions 
to this Book, and put it in the Condition in which 
we now fee it \ fome ridiculous Errors excepted, 
which the Rabbi Meir added about the Year 546, 
to the Impertinencies of Afa his Father, whofe 
Memoirs were all in his Poffeffion. 

I therefore appeal to thy own Confcience, dear 
Moncecoj whether thou doft think that the Au- 
thority of fuch a Work, which the older it Js 
proves the fuller of Errors, and which deviates in 
all Points from the primitive Simplicity of our Re- 
Itdon, ought to influence' my Heart niore than the 
Writings of Mojis and the ancient Prophets, and 
more than my natural Reafon, which plainly de<- 
monftrates to me that the Talmud is Nothing but t 
Heap of Impofture, Chimaeras, and Blafphemies f 
Where is the Man^I do not fay that is learned, 
but that is ever fo nlly, who hat not an infinite 
Contempt for a Book which fays, that God com^ 
mandid a Sacrifice to attme fir his own Fauhsf 
What, is God a Sinner ! Is God fubjca to Vice ! 
in that Cafe he cannot be perfed: Is he not there* 
fore liable to all the Misfortunes of the human Na-* 
cure ? How durft he bunifli a Crhnc, when it b he 
himftif commits h? 1 tremble, dtzrMoneiat^ when 
I tranfcribe thefe Blafphemies s it is with ReluAance 
that my Hand commits them to Paper*., I had not 
duly. examined my Religion hitherto; t was in ^n 
Error owing to my Prejudices; and to'my Neglcft. 
The Difpute of the C&raites hls^ ^aft a Beam of 
Light into my Soul, which has opened my Eyes 
to fee the dreadful Miftakes into which 1 was 
\ptttnged. ' As Toon as I perceived Reafon to be oil 
the Side of my Adverfaries, I did not recur to So- 

* The Talmud of Bah^lm. . . 

- • phiftry 
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phiflnf to prefent me from being enlightened. I 
honeftiy confefled my Error, and my Humility was 

Sf Service to pluck me out of that AbyfS) in which 
ly Brethren the Rabbies continue plunged. 
Endeavoiir to imitate my Example ; abandon 
thy Prejudices, my dear Aaron \ make Ufe of thy 
Reafon to combat them ; and confider that if 
there is a God, he cannot be fuch as the Talmud 
reprefents him to us. No-body is more convinced 
than thou art of th^ abfolutf NecefSty of the Ex* 
iAence of a Being, fovereignly perfe^. Embrace 
therefore the Sentiment of the.Caraites, who do not 
inJHre the Divine Reing. I fear tbs^t in the Coun- 
try were thou art, thou haft beea accuftomed to 
lean too much to pretended Tradition \ which is 
the ftrpng Hold of the Nawrme Papifts, ai>d the 
vcgry Rampart qf their Errors^ But confider that 
feven SMIIohg thein ihercfis a Sort pf Caraites who 
h%Y# refeed theii? Re^fon> ^d reduced it t<> ic> 
^^m^Uive £Aabli|h)lient. Do thou m^l^e Ufe of 
^ir ArguMienis to r^e^k a Tia^Uion whicK is i^^i 
j(9t)ii»fmhJt to ihcl>iHt. 
, Thm thfft weU>r(ieM Mmmt^ a&4 Im» l^pf^ 
^adcoiilint^ 



L E T T E ll XLV; 

Fronp' Aarqn Mot^cecA^ at Paris, H 
Jacob Brito, at Turin. 

Dik7r JACOty . \ . 

THY hetlM%rA1&mf^to^fS^^<Sew0tfi tnAPt^ 
mmifiy gave^ mtf gr«at Flddfiire : 1 ekiry th^ 
Condition, and do not think my Life fbliappy a» a 
C 4 Traveller's. 
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Traveller's, He fees • new Gl^efts c<MittnuaIljt 
which both divert and rnftru<a him ; he cultivates 
his Underftanding without making aToil of it, and 
ftudies in the great Volume of the World, the only 
Book in which we can "learn to know Men. Let 
a Man's Genius be what it wilj, one can attain but 
to a ftiperficial Knowledge of the Manners of Na- 
tions by a Library ; for in the exa6left Relations- 
there are, I warrant, twenty Anecdotes omitted 
which give the Charader of a People, and which, 
cannot be perceived but by Irving with them. To 
this add the Contradiftion there is in mbft of the 
Journals of Travellers, and the Partiality witk 
which they ar)p written. 

The ancietit PhUofophers were for moft Part great 
Travellers : P/ato went to hear £tu£d at Megara^ 
annd Theodore the Mathenoatieiait jit Cyreta: He- 
travelled into Mgypu to converfe there with the 
Priefts J and it i« even faid^ that in tkat very Coun'^ 
try he learned our Religion. This however is tru«^. 
that; he fpeaks of God with much more Dignitjt 
than the other Pagan Philofopbers. Nevertheleft 
he maintained fome Errors, which fet him at a. 
vaft Diftance from the Principles of our Holf . 
Law* He held that there was but one Abnightf 
G^9 the fovereign Maker of all Thii^s } but M 
admitted of a Croud of fubaltern Gods and Demi- 
Gods, fubjeA indeed to the former, but partaking 
his Divinity ♦. "It is to no Purptofe to lee if there 
JA any. Thiipg in fuch Do^rinethat refenibles %m% 
i/in, for the Unky of God is the BafU o£ our Faith. 

* Piut4f both uv Ins Tiauetti and his de Ligiius fays^ 
that the World is a God, as are alfaHeat^, Earthy 
and^the Mindi ikid^L thofe whom we teceivd by In^ 
Urudion. from, ouc^ Anceflors. Ck^ di Hot. Deormmp. 
^b«.i».cap« La. V « 

The 
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The prmiitive Nazarenes were for the moft Part 

of this Philofopher's Se£t ; and they fancied that 

they faw all the Mylteries of their Religion in his 

Writings. One of their Priefts p.ffirms that Plato\ 

Books iVere of very great Service in explaining a 

great many Truths of the Na%arene Faith to 

hira ♦. Two others of their Do<5t6rs pretend, 

that he knew, one of their moft fecret Myfle- 

ries t« And the primitive Nn%arenes had almoft 

recognized him for one of -their S^aints. At a Time 

when Men were fond of particular Se£ls, they were 

junder fuch a Neceffity of fupportirtg their Opinions 

%vith the Authority of fome eminent Philofopher, 

that they were obliged to adopt the Writings of 

PlatOj as what were moft agreeable to yudaifm and 

Nazaren'ifm, Moft of them were fo well convinced 

of the pretended Faith which they afcribed to this 

Philofopher, that near 796 Years after the Eftablifh- 

ment of their Religion, they were for granting 

.him the Spirit of Prophecy. In the Reign of &«- 

fiantine VI. and hem his Mother, a Very anciefit 

Sepulchre Jwas opened with a dead Body in it, 

which was affirmed to be Platoh\ It had a Plate of 

Gold about the Neck, and this Infcription on it : 

Chrift JhaU he born of . a Virgin : 1 believe in him ; 

aai thou JhaU fee me once more in the Days of Irene ' 



• I fhewed him {SlmpUanus) the Courfe of my Er- 
ror; and when I meationed that 1 had read fome liboks^ 
ef the PUtomJisy which were tranflated into the Latin - 
Torgue by Vidnrinus^ heretofore Rhetorician at Rome^ 
who r had heard died' a Chriftian, he congratulated 
me that I had not been deceived by the Writings of 
other Philofophers full of Fallacy and Delufion, with 
refpedt to the Elements of this World. Auguftin. Con* 
ftff] lib, v4ii. cap,. 2, 

t Jnftin M^rfyry and Clement of Alexandria i 

-'" ' C 5 ' . and 
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imi Cpnftaatinc *• It would have been eafy for 
Men, free 6f their Prejudices, to fee that both the 
Plate and the {nfcription on it, were as modern a» 
the Tomb was ancient. But the Nazarene Do^iorSf 

- fond of Miracles, adopted that, or at leaft endea? 
Tour«d to render it probable ; and a certain Fryar« 
fumamed the Jfngel of the Scboil^ beAdes fome other 
Writers f, and not long ago a certain Jefuit }» 
have made a great many very trifling Reflexions 
upon this Inicription. 

I cannot conceive, dear BrltOy what the Nazannei 
mean by ofFeringto reft the Truth of their Religion 
.upon fuch Fables. Such Abfurdities were enough 
to difcredit the Truth : t am the more furpri&d 
that they (hould.give ear unto fuch Oddities, be* 

, caufe Acy have no Need of all thofe pious Im- 

})ofture8« For in £bort fas I may fpeak my Mind 
reely to thee) there are tew Religions which have 
fuch ilrong P/oofs as thofe of the Nazartm People*. 
I have had feveral Difputes with foroe Men of 
Learning, and was a(loniflied at certain Things of 
which they in a Manner convinced. me. It muft 
be owned tha( if the Prophecies have not been 
really fulfilled, t^ey have been fo near being ac* 
compliihed, that whoever will examine them, will 
fmd our Sentiments very diflicult to be defended. 
The Nazaretui fay, we have no, Way left to come 
ofF, but by hayiiig Recourfe to the Etymology and 
SigntflcatioA of fome Words. They fay^ that finCip 
the Text 15 dearly againft us, we endeavour to 

* ThisPaaagcl \% Reported by Zonaras, a GmA Hi^ 
ftorian/ from whence it was tranuated ii^to LaaiM by Jf^ 
wtfnuWtlfus^ and prinud at Bafil in 1557. See hif 
Tomeiii. 

t Paul the Deacon, Uh. xxiii. SigiierU Gnuirarit^ 
kp. 111. % 

t Camjmide Bm*^ yirjrtMe; lit. ii. 
" puzzle 
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puzsde it, by ridiculoiis 6|oflcs and forced Expla* 

Aations of certain Exprtfion). I am fometisiet 

^bUged to own thefe Fa&$; but then I retreat t9 ^luf 

Tradition : I make Ufe of tbe fame Argiunentt an4 

ilte fame WeapoM wktcb they make Ufe of ^{ginft 

Adirerfarfet, etcn in their own Religion. They 

cannot fcfiiie me a Point from which they themfeWca 

reap ib mnch iM vantage, .and to wiMch they grant 

filch And^rity. Confequently I make Ufe of out 

Tradidon m an invincihle Ramj^art : I oppofe the 

Aythority of the Rabbies to that of the Priefts, and 

tte Takfftid to tbe Boobs of their chief Do&on i 

and if I d« not clear up the Difpute, I . am at leaft 

fure of fpinning It ont t6 £temi^« 

I own tatbee that I fliould be rtry much gra« 
veHed, if the ffazarifn Papifts made the fame Ob* 
JeAtotf t^ ^ as the Naau&tw Proteftants form 
^ainft them t and if they ihouU confine me to the 
T^tof Seriptinre, and to the Evidente of natural 
Reifcm; Thit Way of difputing is terribk, and 
hinders d) Siibterfiigcs. It is not pebble to mak^ 
Ufe 6f any of thofe Qoirks, which are fo ufeftH for 
evading the Gfdund of the Queftion. , The 6nly 
Reme^ ^at can be had^ is to cavil at certain Ex^ 
pt^enii ^d to give an advantageous or difadvan^ 
tageou^ Titrn to certain Paffiiges ; and I own that 
by thk Means pifpu tcs may be carried on for Agea, 
and a Number of Volumes in Folio may be ipu^ 
«ut, by th« leaimed Men of thc( fipvei'al Parties. But 
In Difpkt^ of this Kkid, whoever will examilie 
thetfl viritbout* Prejudiee, judges more eaBjr of the 
<2!tieftiot1 in Debate, than when there i& a Nece/Bty 
af rec<:>A€iling the various Authorities of. a. Numbdr 
«f Writers, and (he Validity of two different Tra- 
ditions. 

The tfihdtJM ftf general ar« (omS to fupport 
HkIv Arguments by Mirades^ and PiodigC^s % AU^t^ 

C 6 prizing 
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prizing Events be it ever fo whimrical^ gives thcmr 
*s much Delight as Geometncal Evidence. There 
is no Matter, no Subje£l, in whicb they do not^ 
think Heaven interpofi^s. Do tbiejr win a Battler^* 
it is not to their Valour that they axe obliged for it% 
it is to St. G4orgi aild St* Vi6im ; . w)u) quitting tb^ 
celeftial Manfions, came- to figlar at the:Hca4 of 
their Squadrons, and amu&themfelves.widi. cutting 
ofF Arms and Heads f, A dtfinal Eniploym^nt, iiv 
my Opinion, for People that aceiin tkcir Senfesx 
much more fo fer Saints* ThoaiVik, perhaprt- 
imagine that fuch as they come tobelp ^re theiieforjv 
good People : Quite- otherwife. Thofc %yei;e ini? 
famous Robbers^ who, un^r.the Veil of Religipnt^ 
and the Pretext of a H»ly War, commitjLed } all: 
Sorts of Ontragey Murdf^v asd Rapine* .' The H^t 
zarmtei owii> tbefir^Fa^l^ and ^to thoG^ Crip^ 
they Jmpute the- Miicarriage of diat Entespfis^ 
One jPfrmardy who bad preached tbro\%bouti Ewofr 
for the Execution of that Enterprisie, a]>d wl|#> 
prophefied mighty Matters that would en^fue from 
it^ was the iirft Dupe to the HI- Succffs of that 
Holy War* To falve lus Reputations be bad nQ; 
Remedy but to charge k upon the Crimes frf thoff 
who undertook it. A merary Way of prophefying 
this ; to foretel what will jnever happejn^, and no& 
ta fay one Word of what will actually come to^ 
jafs. 

As mortified as the Nazar^es may well be, to- 
think of the chimerical NotiiDAs with which they 
have been fo often infatuated, yet if To-morrow^ 
any two Fryart of Reputation were to begin, their 
Preachments again,, there would be Multitude^ 
enough to undertake the pious Journey, in order 

f Battle of Iconhm, won at the Time o£ the Creijades^ 
iliimi9itrg*9l!li&. of xbe.Crei/ada,UbMY^^ ^ 

to 
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to commit all Manner of Crimes in Fale/lifHy and 
iacrifice Men tathe God of Peace, to whom Mur^ 
der and the Sihcd^ing of human Blood is fo odious^ 

Th& Nazaremmrc^ ^11 agreed in this Principle, and 
their Church, even values itfelf for it*s Abhorrence of 
Homicide* One would therefore take it to;be'^ 
ncceffary Confequence of this Truth, that they 
fhould only defire to influence and enlighten iMani- 
kind by Good-Natuie and Reafoa. But it fe^mt 
that they have a confiant Maxim, to think one Way^ 
and to zA another. Nothing is more ,mHd^ ?norf 
pathetic thanfbeir Difcouries ; Nothing fo harf^; (6 
outrageous and violent as their Condu^;^ and w^K 
is fiilfmore furprizing, k, that they think to colour 
,the Iniquity of the^ir Anions, by fcme fpeciouscxter-;^ 
^al Appearances. When the Inquifition orders ^ 
.y^u^.to the Stake in Portttgal^ they make him. a very 
polite Compliment, and aiTure hii^ that , they anp 
v?ry forry they ar^ going to deliver him up to Ex^ 
cution; and as it would not be fuitable for them tQ 
pafs,tbe Senteitce of Deaths they caufe it to be read 
by a Lay Judge 

All thefe ridiculous Cruelties put mc ht Mind o£ 
a pleafant Expedient thought of hy Turpin^ the Arch^ 
bifhopin the Time of CteriW//j..jFor the difpatch*- 
ing of fome Saracens and other Adverfaries of bis as 
Occafioa prefented, he- made Ufe of no Sword, but 
he had a Club^ like that of //^^i^/, with.. which he 
epifcopally knocked them on the Head *» There 
has been a. Time when it was counted as. a Favour 
for a Man to be only committed to the Gallics^ 
in order to enlighten his Mind : Let us leave fuch 

Jerntcious Methods to Error, and never Ufe any 
Aeans to perfuade but Mildhefs and Reafon, even 
though we (bould have the fame Power as the No-- 
xarenes. 

♦ Boyardo and Ariofto^ 

They 
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They talk pcfpctualljr of tlie vaft Extent of thdtt 
Religion, and of the Numbers of Profelytes that 
they make every Day ; biit they do not percdre that 
they only make Slaves of their Converts inftead of 
true Children. The Spamareb thou{|^ they aded 
l^iottfly when they forced a prodiriou^ Number of 
ikSam to bend their Knees to the Image of a SaJnt^ 
and to confent to their being admitted into Com«> 
Wunioh with the Nasutrtmsy till they coutd efcape 
Ihe tf ahds of their Executioners, and fly to theiir 
anticnt CountiTymen. 

' Tyranny in Religion gives a Philofopher the 
firongeft Prejudice to it. The God of Peace can- 
not chufe a Woffhip whith IhtAt human Blood at 
the Altars. TTie pious Cruelty of the Spaniard fa*- 
crifited itiore Aiixuans in one Day to the Propaga- 
tion of Nazarentfinj than the Prieus of Diana facri* 
ficed ?n Tauris during all the Time of Paganifm. 
What Crimes, Murders, and Robberies, have beeh 
committed in Europi for thefe two hundred Years 
on the vain Pretence of Religion ! What Outrages 
is not the Mind of Man liable to be hurried to, when 
ieized with Superftition ? The Son had been feen 
to ftick a Dagger into the Breaftjof his Father, and 
to belieire that when he pierced his Heart, he forced 
his Way to Heaven. Let us leave fuch pernicious 
Sentiments, dear Briio^ to the Nazannei^ sind be al- 
ways perfuaded that Violence is the Jaft Rrfourceof 
a Religion which is deftitute of Truth to convina?. 

Fare thee wdl, dear Bfho^ and let me hear from 
<hee. 



Letter 
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LETTER XLVL 

Fr^m Aaron Mohceca^ at V^xU, ta 
Isaac O k i s^ arRaUif ^f Conftan-if 
tinople« 

TH Y Letter, dttr ^Mff furprij^ed me npt i{ 
little, and I make no doubt but thy Change 
of Principles aftoniflies all the Jnvs, and touches 
thy Brethren to tht Qaidk. I am aflured thflt thou 
dtdft not determine to embrace the Opinion of thf . 
Carahes without mature Refiexion*. But I'cotild 
have wiihed that thy Determination had hot been 
fo quick« Many Things feem$ ckar and evident at 
the firft or fecond View, which upon the third In- 
fpedion become problematical. Thou feemeft ii^ 
my Opinion to have too great a Contempt for the 
Authority of Tradition* I am fenfible that it ought 
to fubmit when the .Text is asainft it; but then^ 
on the other Hand, when the latter is obfcure and 
feems nnintelligiWe, it muft be made Ufe of to il- 
luftrate ii. All Religions, eVcn thofe which are 
moft contrary to Tradition, do not rejeft it when it 
feems to tally with Reafon and the ancient Writ* 
ings; whicb is a Point neceflary to have been con^- 
iidered; neverthelefs I fear that at the.iirft Mptioni 
thou dfdft not give it the leaft Credit. It appears 
t^ thy Letter that thofe Inftam^es in which thou 
didft find it td be contrary t6 Twitb, made thee 
remifs in cbnfiderfng wheriier it was true and juft 
in others. ^ Be this as it will, and whatever be 
thjF Way of thinking. Nothing can abate my Af** 

fe£lion 
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fe£lion foV thee. I loved thee when a Rabbinift, 
I will love thee as a Caraite ; and (houldeft thou 
turn Nazarene^ my Heart would follow thee to 
the Midft of^heir remplcs. I wfll not be guilty of 
the Folly of the falfe Friends of our Age, who are 
ignorant i>f the. Prerogatives of Fri^ndihip in thoft 
^rtuous Hearts which « are upite4 by Efteem and 
Sympathy. ThFs Band*, according to them, is' No- 
thing but a Sort of Commerce, founded upon Ne- 
ceffity or Conveniency, and fometimes eve© upon 
Pleaniref. ^he WoBaen eipeoally have fcarce 
' •'• >' J * any 

f The Friend of our Age are liable to the Re- 
proaches which CfVfrtf cmft upon the Epicurtansy Nam 
fuiht/ifam fuos audU /apientes bahitos. in Gr^eda^ pla^ 
€uiffh 9pi^or mr.abilia quadam* Sed nihil efl quod illi 
9on perfiquantur full Argutiis ; partim fugiendas efe nz* 
mias Amicitiasy ne necejji fit unurn Jolicitum ej/h pro pJu- 
rihus\ /at:s Juperque Jjfe fuarum cuiqne Rgruvty alienii 
tiimis impUcari molefium effe quafn. laxfJJtmAs hahenas 
habere amicitia^ qnas vel adducas cun^ nieliiy <vel t^mit* 
tas ; caput enim effe md heaie 'vi'vendum Jeiuritdtem^ qua ' 
fiut Hon fcjjit animusx fi tanquam par 
pilus. fcicero de Amkk. cap. xii 

* X^reeksy fays hc^ who. have pafTe^ 

* for wife Men, have ^ entertained \i 

* the Subje^ now mentioned ; for l 
«- gance into which the Quirks of 

* carry them. Some 'faty, that toe 

* fliould be avoided, for fear of bci ^ 

* Care and Trouble of others j every"ohe haviag Baifi* 
' nefs ^noughof his own to mind, andNctflfitigibeiiag 
> more diitagroeable than to eater toO|)fi^_$n^p^ th# 

* Oioncerns of others 5. and tljat the m^ft^ coirve«ii?nt • 
* 'Frijbndfhips' are tbofc whoite. Reins are fd IpoiTe, tha^ 

« they niay be either lengthened or ihortened at Plea^ 

* Aire; fmce in order to lead a happy Life, the Secret 

* is to be free from all Care, which is hot poflibl* 

* when, a Man i^iataiigle4 la ihcAfiaira of others, andi 

. ' ' ^ whea: 
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any other Taftc in their Friendfliips. It is Pleafurc 
that unites them, Pleafure divides them, and they 
are more fickle in Friendflirp than they are in Love. 

There are twenty thoufand Women at Paris^ 
who hare had Admirers that have left them in 
fefs than three Months, but never had more than 
one Lover in all their Lives. This Pofition may 
appear to thee a little extravagant, and perhaps thoa , 
wilt Queftion whether it is poflible, that in a City 
where the Women are reckoned fo gay, there (hould 
be twenty Thoufand that never had more than one 
Lover. Thou wouldeft fooner be inclined to think 
there are twenty thoufand Women who never had 
one Lover, than that they ftuek to the Fh-ft. Me«- 
thinks I hear thee fay, I'hat it is Tnon Vktue in a 
Woman to havi but one Lover ^ th^nio havo nom at 
all. fFhat Struggle hai it Woman in denying herfelf « 
Pleafun that fit knows Nothing of? Her Virtue 
has not thofe dangerous tdeas to grapple wttbv 
which reprefent certain Situations to the Mind, that 
are the inoft tccsible Foes to Women that have been 
ki Love. 

I agree wiA thee, that my Opinion has ibmething; 
in it which is furprizing ; but when it is examined^ 
it feema fo plaufible, that one can hardly reCufe ta 
AiMcribe lib it. The Charader of Dilbonefty which 
is fixed oh the Women, is principally owing to the 
Prerogative that the Men have thought fit to ap- 
propriate tty themfclves, of prefcribif^ fevcre Rules 
to them almoiE impoffible to be obferved, and at the 
fame Time to difpcnfe with themfelves for not keep- 
ing the fame-. They haive thought it their Right to 
demand of the Women, th^ they fbould >be d^ 
to the Voice of Nature, while they indulge tkw 

^ when his Anxiety fofi thesi.may be compared to. d^ 
* Pains of Child-bearing.' 

dear 
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dear felves in the Privilege of gratifying all their 
DefireSf and of yielding to all their Inclinations. 
In order, therefore, to judge truly of the fickle 
Temper, which is faid to. te the Chara<aeriftic oif 
|he Faiif Sex, Things ihould be fet upon a juft Pa* 
rity; and without requiring Impoffibilities of them^ 
it fiiould be confidered. Prejudice apart, whether, 
fuppoflng the Women to be ever fo fickle, they 
are not a hundred Times more conftant than the 
Men. 

When the fine Gentleman breaks his Engage* 
ment with a L4idy, his Conduct is judified by his 
Quality i he adls in Character, and no-body rails at 
him for his Treachery* Every Miftrefs whom he 
abandons, is only an Acceffion to his former Tri« 
vmpbf* But if (he offers to make a Reprifal upoQ 
btr Spark for hia Inconftancy $ if, in order to punif^ 
Jiim or to reclaim him by Jealoufy^ the tops a Rivj^l 
upon him* it is ^11 over with her, ^e is prefently « 
&ik Woman, a Coquette, ^ Flirt, ^ and what not. 
lAVl the Tribe of Gallants condfmfi her without 
Mercy ; and the very Adlion which redounds to the 
Mottour of the fine Gentleman, for ever ruins the 
^oman who has be^n ib unfortuns^te as to take » 
(Fancy to him. .^ 

; A jeflplous, fantaftica], peevilb Bigot ^f a Huibfm^ 
fancies firange Chimser^s, and takes all jtl^e wil# 
.Vifioes with which he js difturbed, to be Realitief • 
The wh^ Society of Hufbands takes his Part* 
They pity him) but condemn his Spoufe without 
hiring h^. The wbote F^r Sex are condemned in 
djie Lump5 by the tbuiidering Sentence which th^ 
|eak>u8 Senate paflei iipon her } and from Genera* 
lion to Generation, every JFather breeds up his Son 
in his own jeklotts Maxims, and does not forget to 
^[uote her for an Example of eonji^gal Infidelity. 

A Coxcomb 
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A Coxcomb gives himfclf Airs with a Woman of 
whom he has but a flender Knowledge. He fpeaka 
to her at Church, ogles her with his Glafs at the 
Opera, and teazes her with his isfipid Compliments 
in the Walks. This is fuftcient to make the Pubi 
Jic believe that he is well with lier. The R<eputa« 
tion of having liftened to a Fool, is all her Reward 
for having been abufed by him ; and if ihc is fo un- 
happy as to meet with more than one fuch Gallant^ 
the ruWic calls them all her Lovers. 

Thcfe, dear //&^, are fome of the Reafons which 
determine the Operation of the Inconllancy of the 
Fair Sex. The Multitude think upon thts Occa^ 
fion as they do in all other Cafes, but not with bet« 
ter Judgments than they are wont to do. Theiv 
lire two Reafons whkh induce me to thmk that 
Ihe Wmnen are morre clonftant than die Men. The 
Srft is a Sort of Confufion that ie i^eparab|e firom 
(heir Levities, whichy let what wiH be faid, con^ 
ftrains them very much. The fecond is the Viva^ 
city of their Sentiments; the tendereft Man com** 

fared to a Woman really in Love, being as coM at 
ce. It is over the Fiiir Sex that Love exerts all 
it's Prerogatives \ h is that Sex which feels all ^ 
Force of it's Tranf^rts, add It's ImpuHba mixed 
^tth Tendernefs, F^kr, Anger, Spite, * Rope, and 
Jealoufy. All thefe PaffiUns teijgn ih the Ifeart df 
a Woman that is in Love ; t>he While^ indeed, the^ 
fucceed to one another, and at another Time the^ 
ift all together. 

Hiflory has trahfmltted to iis the Naoiet an4 
Adions of a great many W^incn, who have di* 
ftingui(hed themfelves by flieif Conftancy and Fidei 
lity. Without going back to paft Centuries, kj^ 
fee Paffions tvtrj Day that juftify my Opinion. A 
Naxarene Doctor of my Acquaintance^ a gr^t Di^ 

tt&Oi 
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re^r-ef Confciences, faid once in my Company,, 
that delicate and tender Lore istberougbeft Enemy- 
which the Tritnioal where the Par'tfiam^zxt abfolveA 
from their Sins, finds among the Women. In my 
former Letters I mentioned that Sort of Spiritual 
Pond to thee, wiiere the Monks aCiune the Prero- 
gative of walking away Sins on the Repetition of- 
certain Prayers, or^ the Obfervation of certain Faftd 
by them enjoined* They all agree, that a Wpmaiv 
who has had federal Amours, often facrifices bcF- 
Lovers to avcM'd fafting thrc& Saturdays ; bat they 
afiirR^ that a Woman whofe Heartbas been fmit- 
ten but once, had rather keep ten Lents than fup- 
prefs one itngle Glance of her Eye, or render it lef» 
wanton. 

Perhapi' thou wilt aik me, Why the Women who* 
.^re fo attached td their Lovers, are fo onftabIe> 
in Re(f)eA to their Friends ? I will telt thee for 
Anfwer, That witfe them Friendihip is generallyv 
no more than a Colour for L6ve. A Sofom- Friend 
among Women, is only anetber Word for Confi- 
dant) whofie Reign continues na longer than whilo^ 
tie difcbarges bis-Xnift well; for as ibon as> he ne« 
gledt it^ and £» n6 longer ufefiik, his Credit finksy 
be b<;com«9 indifferent) and iome timer a Burden : 
But the ,Sjfec):eta intr«fi«d wkh him, oblige thofe 
that imyarttd them to capry it fair to him, and this 
Conftraint i^ often attended with Hatred in the Taif 
of it. 

Do not fear, my dear Ifdact that our Friendfbip^ 
Hi^ill have a<ly fuch Fate ; for it is- founded on Vir« 
tiie, and cemented by Efteem, fo thiit Nothing cao 
ihake it« Thy Life is aa c^ar to me as my own ^ 
/y^^i was not fonder of Orejiis. I own to thee 
that I have been under terrible Apprehenfions, finco 
thou ^cquainteii me of thy Coiwerfion, and cou^l.d 
wi^ it had not been known till thou hadeft been 

gon» 
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•gone from Ctm/iantinopte, I am afraid thy Brethren 
'Will owe thee a Spite; for 1 (enow the vii3di<aiv« 
Temper of our Nation. Theie is Nothing that thy 
'Brethren will not do to ponifh thee, for having 
abandoned them. 1 will^ow give thee an Inftance 
of their Rage. 

When Spinaja publiflied his Book, the Jeivs were 
i»ejiraged againft him; they looked on him as^an 
Apoftatethc more dangerous, bccaufeiic thoroughly 
•knew all the Principles of o^r Law, iinderflood He*- 
^brew perfeiSlly, and was capabieoif doing us a great 
iJeal of Mifchief. Nev«rtbelef« he had not ytt left 
-our Communion, but went, though with a-earelefe 
Air, to. the Synagogue. One Dayt, as he was go* 
'ing out of it, a ^natical Jew gave him a Wound 
^with a KnHe-; which, thoughitdid not prove mortal, 
?he totally abandoned the Saith of Ifraely and aftor 
ithat Accident had no farther Gorrefpondence with us. 

Our Nation has been in all Ages revengeful, anil 
lias not 4luck even at Treachery to fatisfy it's Re- 
sentment. I am fo much in Pain for thy Life, that 
it obliges me to fpeak againft my own Brethren-) 
hut, in fhot^t, thy Safety -is a lawful Excufe for the 
Liberty I take in improving thofe Offences* Tmtus^ 
a Roman HiftoHany. whofe 'Authority is of great 
Weight, accufes our dFathcrs of bearing a cruci Ha* 
<tred and Antipathy to' all iiriu> arc»not of •thetr.Faith; 
&omt French Writers fay^i.Ahat we>w^i;ciidi»vbout 
-of their Country for no Caufe, but for the Evils *W9 
endeavoured to bring upon the. whole Nation. 
Others fay, we wefe accufed o£ a DefigD to poifon 
'their Wells and Fountains. The J£jaights of Maba 
charge us with having been the Cau& of the Lofs 
•of Rhodes^ out of Spite to their Religio*^ In ttee 
Name of the God of our Fathers, dear IfaaCy take 
^reat Care of thy own Safety. 

If 
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If thou doft l>ut confider how much thofe Preju- 
dices are tp be dreaded, with which we are infbired 
by Superftitiofiy thou wilt fee that thou canit not 
take too much Care to defend tbyfelf from the At* 
tai;kt tfhat may be made upon thee« which are the 
more dangerous becaufe they are covered with tliNB 
Veil of Religion. H&w often has not this fpedous 
Pretext been made life of to cdour tb€ moft fecrtt 
Vices i It was Fanaticifmi which^ under the Cloak 
of Zeal for Nazargmfin^ deprived Frumct of the 
greateft of her Kings; Monkifh Superftitiod made 
feveral Thrulb at his Life. . In fine, a Monfter vOr 
niited up in Wrath by Hell, encoura^d bytfae Remr 
«ant of the League^ feduced by pernicious Difcourfcs» 
siouriOied in Rebellion, and born to be the Plague 
of it's Country, did that in one Moment, which 
was out of the Power of twenty Battles. 

The Hatred which is owing to Differences in Re- 
ligion is implacable, and with the Generality of 
People feems to jufUfy the moft enormous Tranf- 
f;reffions» The Pricfb who are concerned in this 
QtArrel, exa4>erate the Mindi of other Men by their 
Preachments, Exhortations, and Examples^ The 
People fondly follow thofe who are at the Head of 
dieir Religion : They are accuftomed to look upon 
4hem as the Oracles of the Deity* Andjudge thou - 
whether there is any Crime which filly reople will 
not coountt, when they think they thereby perform 
the; Law of the Almighty^ and fecuie to thefmfelves 
.everlafting Happinefs* 

Confider well, deiu- Ifaac^ what J have been fay- 
ing; take heed of thv Brethren the Rabble^ j be 
Upon thy Guard againfi other 'fiim-y and) ifi a word, 
beware of all thofe whom thy Chajjge of Opinion 
mav any wife concern. 

Live as peaceable and conti^ed as I wifli. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XLVIL 

Prom Jacob Brito, tf/ Turin> to Aron 
MoNCKCA, at Paris. 



I SHALL be going very quickly, dear Monceea^ to 
Venice \ for a Week is the-moft that I purpofe to 
fpend at Turin. I acquainted thee before of what I 
had obferved moft remarkable in the Manners of the 
Piedmontefe\ and fince fliy laft Letter I have made 
but very little Difcovery. The Piedmontefi Man* 
ner of living is fo uniform, that it does not fumifh 
that Variety of Reflexions which rife fo faft at Paris* 
They live, and think at Twin the laft Day of the 
Year as they did on the firft ; and die only Thing 
in which any Change is perccivcable, is the Faihioa 
of Drefs. The Ladies and the fine Sparks are in« 
cefTantly following the French Modes; but here are 
none of thofe fudden Alteriations of Manners and 
Cuftpms. This Nation is incapable of being infa- 
tuated with one Set of Opinions in the Morning, 
and with the Contrary at Night ; for it has neither 
Vivacity enough, nor enough of Inconftancy. If 
St. Paris had acquired the fame Credit at Turin as 
he had fome Time ago at Parisy he would ftill have 
preferved it ; whereas this poor Saint has no Devotees 
here, but a few Fanatics and Fifh- Women. 
' Great Honours are paid in this Country to one 
Philip de Neri^ who is faid to be the Guardian of the 
City of Turing and it's Advocate with God. It hat 
X ' a magnificent 
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a magnificent Temple *, adorned with Piftures by 
the greatcft Maftersf. I one Place his is drawn^ 
fupported by Angels and Cherubim, to the Pre- 
fence of God, and by btm admitted into hjs (jlory^ 
A Number of Lamps^ burn iftceflknfly before this 
Image: And hither the PiedmonU/e come to offer 
their Vows, and put up thek Prayers to therr Pro- 
teftor. Near this Altar is the Sandhiary, in which 
the Nazarenes pretend that God refidesj but where 
one Man addrefles his Vows diredly to God, there 
are .a Hundred that only addrefs him through the 
Canal of Philip de Neri. 

The Naxarinesy and. elpecially ihe Italians^ feem 
as if they were afraid to call upon God himfelf, 
juft like certain Perfons who having offended ano- 
ther, have not the Power or Coucage to fland in his 
Prefencc, and therefore fend Propofals of Accom- 
modation by a third Hand, t afked them, if they 
thoMght, when they addreffed themfelves to Philip 
de Neri, that God did not hear them, and if they 
imagined it was -poffible that there was any Place in 
which God was not prefent ? They made me an- 
fwer,. That they did not prefume.to maintain fuch 
an Error. If it be foy faid I, and that God knows 
your Com)erJation with Philip de Neri, zvhy do net you 
apply to him (Urefily ? Such Ceremonies may as well he 
avoided^ and you fiould not go Jo far round ahoiU ; for 
hefore your Protehor makes his Report^ Cod has already 
beard you. 

* Thia Church is not yet finiflied, but Men arexonti- 
Bually at work upon it, and it will be one of the fineft 
Fabrics in Italy, 

f There is one by Carlo 'Marattiy another, by Tre<vi* 
fanit and a third by the famcus Solytnan; nnd it is the 
latter which reprefents the Adnuflion of Philip de Neri 
into Heaven. 

The - 
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The Nazartnes^y2^6c thef(5 Arguments by, vain 
Sophiftry 4 they pretend that by the Interceffidn of a". 
5aint, whbfe rraycrsarc always pure, and well re- 
ceived by the Almighty, their Petitions are more, 
cafily granted. Poor blind Sots'! who do not fee 
that it is the Purity and Difpofition of the Mfeart of 
Irim, who prays tipon Eearth, that engages Favours 
from Heaven. Were it not To, a Mifcreant might 
hope 'to obtain God^s Mercy, as vtrell as ah hbneft 
Man, God does not depend upon the Saints for 
his Judgment of the Heart. If he did the Celeftial, 
Court would be like a Norman Tribunal, ^nd Peo- 
ple wotild be faved oi; daitined according as they 
had a good Sollicitor or Advocate, aiid as they could 
engage his Friendfliip by a great Number of Tapers 
l>urnt to his Honour, or by fome other Pl-erfents. If 
this were the Cafe, I amrre thee, dear Monceca^ 
that this fhtlip de Nerl wo\ild have a grctit deal 
of Work upon his Hands, and that he wotild be 
obliged to undertake th^ Affairs of dl the Inha- 
bitants of Turin, 

I was Ycftcrday at a Feftival which "C^^as cele- 
brated in his Temple, where a .Morik prori6linced 
his Panegyric, and extolled him highly becaufp he 
was never married, but hindered all his Bifciples' 
from ever entering into that State, by obliging them 
as well as,bimfejf to ftick to the Order of the Prieft- 
hood, from which all are excluded that afe not 
Batchelors. This Preacher expatiated a gopd deal 
upon the Obfervation of Chaflity,,«nd on the St^te 
of Purity, of which he gave fpAne a l>efcfiption» 
that it put /Marriage quite piit of Cogntenancq. I 
was very piuch aftonifliied that they futfered Maxims 
to be publifhed fo coDtrary to the good of Society. 
If all thefe PecpUy ' faid . I to myfelf, who hitar this 
DecIaimfT go aiuay convinced by bh Sopht^y^ Picdmcfnt 
will foon be depopukudi W4 Jhali fn N^hing fir on& 
: V'^jull. D tohile 
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while but .PrhJ^s^ FryarSy and Bigots. Society wUlfoon . 
be ruined y and the Country dejlroyed: According h this 
Preacher y the State of Celibacy is much the pure A ond 
mojl agreeable td Nazarenifm. In a Keligion they whoT 
believe it ought to Jlriv^ to attain io PerfeSJion, jiU the 
Piedmbntefe therefore will follow his Advice^ and by 
keeping to Celibacy will ruin Society, 

We think very differently, dear H^onceca^ for in 
our Holy Religion Multiplication is commanded : 
It is promifed and granted to us by Heaven as aa 
effential Mark of it's Goodnefs. As to the Sqp- 
preflion of Marriajgc amoqg the J^^zartne Priefts,. 
Vanity has been partly the Occafioii of it; for by 
that Means they thought to render themfelves more 
rcfpeflcd by the People. It is faid that when they 
met to determine this Queftion, aJl the old Men. 
were for continuing the Licence for the Priefts to. 
marry ; but that the young ones ftrongly oppofedj^ 
and carried it. But tne Difordefs with' which that, 
Reftri6liori Kas been attended,* have given caufc 
to all Men of Senfe to regret the Lofi? of the ancient 
Cuftom. And one of the Uaxarene fovereiga 
Pontiffs fays exprefly in his Writings, That in or- 
der to pr^ventj and flop much ^ickednefs, it 
were very neceffary to reftore Things to their old^ 
Footing f. 

When the Preacher had finifeed his Panegyric^ 
ieveral Hymas were fung to Mufic \ and the fa- 

f This is the learned Pope Pius 11. among whofe 
Sentences and Proverb's we read this, Sacerd^tibus magna 
tatione fublatas Nuptias fnajori reftituendas 'vidert^ i, e^ 
There was a great Rcafon for taking away Prieils Mar* 
riages, but there is a greater for reftoring theni. S^e 
Platina'/ Li'ues of the Popes, printed at Venice, by Fon- 
taneto 1518, tn Falio, Pag. i^^, and Pag* /^g^y of tH 
/tf/f<> £4fiVw «/ Venice, /^ Lftoncinoa 

. i . ..vinous 
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raoUsf S^j, of whom I have ftli^ady ma^e mention 
to thee, played upon the V ioKn fo fweetly, thzrt tk« 
Soub of all who heard the Har mbny* feemed to be 
in a Rapture. In all the Praife of which they wcr© 
(o lavift to FhiHp de Nm^ very Ktt!e mention was 
made of* God, and he was nbt mvoked at all till 
t6ward8stlie Conclttfion of the Feftival and Cere- 
mony. 

As they went oiit df the Kazartm Temple^ I 
afkcd where T might agafin hear that famous Muficjan^ 
who had given me fuch a Delight. When I was at 
Rcme I heard one M^ntanart^ Scholar to the famous 
Corellii the Father of Harmony : He had as grej^t 
Praftrce as this Piettmoniefey but he had neither his 
Tafte, nor Swcetnefs, nor that Command of his 
Inftnnnent. He was fo aWe a Man, that the Gre* 
^hnf would certainly have erefted a Statue to him. 
He would have had People irt Abundance to certify^ 
that Jpoll/f hiii fain wfth his Mothcf : He Would 
have been toM to his F^ce, that he was not the Son 
6f his reputed Father ; and after his* Death he would 
ha\'e had the feme Honours paid him at Athens^ 
as Philip de N^rt has at Turin. I was tdd that 1 
might hear him play in a Concert that was held once 
every' Week, kt a certain rich* Man's Houfe : I 
defired a Friend of m4ne to' carry hie thither, where 
I heard anpther Muficiarr*]:,' who Was as good at 
the Violbricello as 5^/i was- at the' Violin 5 fo that 
it feemed to me as if ilcaven had formed the twd 
Muficians for'bhc another, and jhat they were the 
onj/'fit Perfbits to play in Got^cert. I'was (tarpritied 
atth^feSv fine V6ices I hd^t-H hehe,^Voi- there *re nm 
^^b^ bite' or two it^T^irrw'th^t fing tolerably.' ^The 
'"^edrr^^fe 'hav^ as ti^lchi?"Symph6hifts^ as they 

have pitiful Siug^i's* Neverthelefs, as they ate a 

•!«: .- .lUjji — ^-i'U ij... ' * >i '\ „ •' ;• 

'"^- Da ^ 'Cor 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC . 



5B 7A? Jewish Spv. Let*47^ 

conceited People^ they do not Care to owJi thiO 
Fad. ^ ' . - ; 

Paintin^;; is as much a favourite Science at Turin 
as in the Jieft oi Italy ^ yet really there ar« none but 
Daubers in the Ci?yi except only o|ie BtaumGnt^ 
Painter to the King of &irdimay woo colours toier*^ 
ably, well, and defigns corredly; hut Jbc is dull, 
not much acquainted with Hiftory, and conceited 
of his own Performances, which fall very fliort of 
that Perfeflion to which he fancies be has brought 
them. Some Time ago there was a Painter in this 
Cky, oner Chevalier DanUl^ ^ Flmmg by £irth, a 
good Cpl<>urift, as his Couqtrymcn generally arc, 
but a better EJefigner than any,^thcm. He died a 
while ago, and is fucceeded by this Beaumont. . 
. The: Pifdmontefe in general have it Regard for the 
liberal Arts, but are very ignorant in the Spiences, 
as I fignified to thee in one of my former Letfert. 
W hen th|5y h^r mention made of feveral learned 
Meii in iffwr^i^^, they a(k, W;hether they ai*e. good 
Cattfilics? If the Anfwers bcj^tthat they are At- 
tneitimis^ Pr$t£jhnts^ J^nfenj/is^ 'yfuuff% then tbcy, run 
down'^ie CUrc fdra hlxKkhj^^i Biyh for a Fool^ 
Arnaud for a Lyar, and Leo of "Modem J fcr an Ig- 
noramus. They arc furprized that any Body (houTd 
think a Man to be pofTefled of comrmHi Senfe 
that is feparated from their Communion. Who- 
ever does not believe as the Monks believe, is ac- 
cording to them a Fool, in this World, .^n<ji damijed 
in the next. The Libraries of the learned Men in 
this Country, confift of jbe Work^ of a great; many 
Divines of this Side of the Mountains, ajid iom^ liar 
lian Poets. They who pretend to be ikiUed in the 
living Languages, have Wi^^ thefefomc Romances 

J A Jmvifh Rabbi, who wrote of the SeSf and Cei^- 
jnonies ^ the Jc^s in ftaHap^ ^ 

5. ■.:! »nd 
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«nd \fb«rA Story^Boc3ts "which the Bcjokfellcrs fend 
-for from G^mva, where ell thofe little Pieces arc 
-repriQtid. Thoiu perceiveft, dear Moftava, that 
-were a Man to.fhidy fort^ Yedrs in thefeLibriries^ 
*c would 'be^but a ftranger to the^ Truth, and his 
Head wt>Hld be Huffed with Chioia?rasi Judge 
•therefore of the Piidnantife Philofophers. 

Fare thee welty iQ^t-MQncica^ and write to me 
(ercafter'at Venidii "' ■ ■ 



LETTER XLVIII. 

Jacqb Br X to> at. Venice. : 

SINCE Ihavc been at Parif^ the learned Mcft 
here have a double Portion of my Eftecm. When 
1 mus 2X CknJlantin^U^ I had no Notidn of their £x* 
cellency^attd EWgnky; but I look Upon them now 
*a$ the Preceptors of Mankind, and as the Organs 
-which the Divinity employs to reveal to Men the 
Secrets of Nature. Inftead gf thinking as the Pied- 
montefe doj who regard Learning in none but' thofo 
of their Own 'Religibn, I efteem Knowledge and 
Merit wheteve^r I find them: I revere them in a 
^NaUafisHt^t W^l as ift a Mahometan^ «andi abftra^ing 
from^ Matters of Faith, I learn of thofe that can give 
mc Light; 

The Men of Learning are' accufed ofl'ride'^nd 
Haughtinefs j but this is not the CharaSer of thofe 
that have acquired a juft keputation. No-body 
i^as more difpaffionat€Mhat Boyle^ more fociahle than 
"D^i Cartes and Gojfendi^ and more modeft than 
D 3 Lolke. 
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Lodi. They wbo taUc at tlttt RateiDf.the^tmlf 
iearned Men, confound them with certain dim intD- 
tive Authors, who think tbcmfelTea perftfi,..faayr 
much foever the Pnblic flights dmn* JLuSfuymaA 
whole. Year compofiog his Tragedy cS PlueAm^ the 
Mafter- piece of the Theatre; andibefiM«.4ie cott^ 
. mttted it to the Stage^ he confulted his Friends a 
Jong Time^ cerreAai fevecal Pa,fiages by their Ad- 
vice, and waited for the Succefs ofhis.PcrfbfmaiMaB 
before he would prefume to pronounce it a p;ood one» 
Prad9 wrote the fame Piece in a Month s Time, 
gav^^k out boldly ta be aded, ajDd afliir^ the Kt^ 
lie that it was excellent : But it happened to him as 
it does commonly to the lulf-witted Aut|iors ; his 
Work quickly went to the dhandlefs Shojis, whereas 
Racing's will/each to the latcft Pofterity . ^ . , 

Great Men-afe "aiwa^y rtfetvedf and tt(ddeff,^ihtf 
being cosAeiit:tlri<h.fiiQKit]kig;pAaife, da not endea* 
vour to court it ; and ^or this they are the more 
fxiHtrjff^iikyt bieca^jif Vanity Uf>ti]^<HiSbkCi<^i« 
jm tMt afo»who defpKYCiS .tbqsfe (biding fownrfir 
inent^> which ^e to becoming fo-many learn^^^ UUv^ 
^Hommr^ ^eb^ftcrvre^ ^enfjpay uppn a JofA^ 
Quality, or the Son, Qrandfprt, qr^Gre^M: firaft4r 
ifon of a Fool of (^li^y :. Beca^^fea Man x^\wm 
up a \ot\g Tfain^of ^n^rant ridiculous, Ainc^fN'i^ 
wh<^e Example he ibUaws to g Hair \ h«ih^' forfood^ 
a Right to be e^emj^fied from a Niifibe* ^f I^opoft?), 
and enjoyjs fever4 Priv.Ueg^ thfit #}6ak \km :$bovp 
jheReft i)f'hl$ iFellvw Subjeft^, ;Sv^|^^ a Man 
had fin^ e^ W? A«*ccftors C^tja^ft «f g> T>Oop. <3f 
Horfe in the Time of the Croifades, whd^i$:tilM 
tom^} What, &all I be oblig.ed i^ ^y Hqii^age. 
to an Idiot, becaufb one of hi^ Qifindfa^^rs wa» 
Jcnodced o^ the Hea^ by a^<f#<^9ixaf becstufip.h^ 
rnada ^ Voyage hejrond Spa I ^/Wad &di I take 
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no Manner of Notice of another Man who is pf 
Service to the whole World, whofe rtioral Precepts 
form the Mamiers of the People, whofe Mathema- 
tical pifcoveries inrlch whole Nations, and whofe 
Knowledge tranfmits the Hiftory of the prefent pr 
part Ages tp the lalell Pofterity r A Man muil be 
a Fool, even as bad a Fool 3s the Pe>fon that is 
konaaged, to prefer chimerical Nobility to Learning 
Vid Virtue. J . 

Mankind are pretty well come off from that fer- 
tile Submiflion whi^h they ufed to pay to old mufty 
Holts. TJicre^ was a Time when as much Refpcdt 
was paid tbroughout Europe to ancient' Titles, as 
the Egyptians formerly had for Crocodiles, and the 
Onions that grew in their Garcjens. ,. But thia fla- 
irith. Veneration h (baken off, and this Superftition 
b banHhed to the petty Princes of Germany^ where 
fvery IVIai;!, who, to the Misfortune of hucuanRace, 
i^ born a Baron .ok a Landlord, aSumes it as his Pre- 
rogative to torment the mifcrable Peafants that are 
6is Vaffals. He thinks himfelf asgood a. Sovereign 

?_ .u.txr--.ij ^Ixotigh this Territory is feldom 

HU grofs Ignorajice^ whicli 

whether: the Wqdd : ijtfislf is 

thd oiily Thing that can ^- 

nany Countries it is common 

y Tyrants, who have Nothing 

juity, no Manners but Cor- 

of Man but the Shape. Doft 

It a Perfon who only makes 

Ufo pfhi&natM^al Reafon, can prefer fuch Nobles, 

tlut 4(^ only by^ Inftin'a,, to Perfons illuftrious for 

theirXearning, and recommends^blc for their C^- 

dour?" Be.c'aufe a Man has a.lLight to add the Trtrc 

. of Duke or Marquis, to his Name, fliadl lie therc- 

fojpe impo^ oii. ^icn .of goQd^ ;Senfci If tb^jt 

.- 'D 4 *^ were 
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were the Cafe, Nobility would be a Cbaon tor 
Idiots. 

Pofterity wifely regulates the Rewards due to- 
Men of Learning, and equaFs them to the |;reateft 
Princes : Three thoufand Years, after their Death, 
their Honour is not tarniflied by that of the mbft re- 
nowned Heroes. Hcmer is as well known as Achil^ 
ksj and the Name of Firgil as famous as that.of.v/«- 
guftus.. The able Hiftocian, the famous Poet,, the 
great Phllofopher, have an Advantage over the Con- 
queror and the General. The Remembrance of t^ 
latter only reprefcnts that of fom 
the Imagination ; but the Work! 
ttanfmit their Genius, and reviv< 
of their AMthdrs from Age to Age 
turies after they afe dead and u 
with as much Eloquence and ^ 
' livirig;' and all that read their "^ 
t^cir Genius. Horace and Virgil 
thefe our Days^ as they were at i 
gufiui. The Heroes who have on 
felves famous by their Aftions, h\ 

an Alccndant over our Hearts : T _ 

a Fad is not fo^aSbding, as a brifk ahd liv^l^^ Cotl- 
vcrfation, which is the Method that go6d Writers, 
^take to Work upon our Minds, When I rcaU 
Ovid's Elegies, I fympathbe with his Affli^ion. . 1 
^traverfe Nature Step by Step in the Works of Lucri* 
tiusy and fancy tliat I hear him unfolding the moft 
hidden Secrets. ^ ■ '. ,. 

Herpes are infinitcjy 9bligcd to the Poets ahd Hi- 
•ftof ians, but the lattei- are feldom beholden to the 
former. Jcbilks oaVcs Part of bis Glory to Ifomer: 
If there had been no Hiftorians, it would fcarce 
have beenknown that there was fuch a Man 2^Alexr 
ondcr^^ This Prince very well knew how happy a. 

' greafe 
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great Monarch, an able General, a famous Con- 
queror- ought to think himfelf, if he could get an 
eminent Writer to tranfmit the principal Events of 
his Life to Pofterity. How many Heroes as fa- 
mous as Achilles and XJlyJfes are doomed to eternal 
Oblivion, for Want of a IlGmer to immortalife their 
Ailiorts ? 

I know not, dear Brito^ whether thou wilt be of 
toy Opinion, I look upon a truly learned Man as 
one defigned for afting a Part in Life, and after 
Death, fuperior to that of many Princes and Mo- 
Barchs. Who know» any Thing of the Number of 
Kings that indulged themfelvcs on thefr Thrones* 
in effeminate Indolence, and feemcd only invefted 
with Royalty to fhciv that they were incapable to 
fip^ort^he Weight of it : Their Names, indeed, 
art to be found in the Chronolbgical Tables of the 
Empires: And fomePerfons who read Hiftory, 
know that in fuch a Year there reigned fuch a 
Prince ; but the Reft of the World knows not whe- 
ther there ever was fuch a King, or ^t moft but his 
Name- .Whereas when a Man of Learning leaves 
his Works to Pofterity, he becomes more famous 
from- Age td Age, and Time only ferves to enhance 
his Merit ; He is made free of all Nations, and his 
Works are tranflated into all their Languages : From 
the Weft to the Raft he js kpown, reverenced, and 
carefled,; Children, Peribns of ripe Age, old Men«! 
;^llcno>w his Works, , and take a PJcpfyre in quoting, 
them ^' and the Fathers of Families-reckon the CoU 
le6lionof the Works of great Men as Part of the 
Eftate which they leave to their Children. It i©- 
in thefe Libraries which are now fo common \fi . 
Eurtf^ that a 'Sdholar even lives to fee his owQ 
WQjks* nTuUjplyi he caufes the Genius by which hg 
ift^animafed*,*fo be tr'ansrurcJ into'the feveral King*- 
. dcms of Europe *i and at one and the fame Inftant' 
^ D5 h^ 
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be perfuades, engages, "Sini captivates the Hfeart ^f 
, 9ne Man flint up in his Clofet at Sidckbobth *n4 of 
another that lives iii the Middle of Parts. 

The Writings of Authors fometimes bafie that 
afcendant over the Mind, as to acquire more £fteefi^ 
and A'^eneration from their Readers, than their Per^ 
fons could poflibly do. I do not believe Xh^t al».j[ 
'Na%ar§ni wouM ever have canonized. f^tr/a^^ jf he 
had known him intimately when living^ A DonSiof 
©f thcfe latter Times was t6mptcd pvery Tioiie^ 
that he read how bravely that Philofopher died, to 
rank him in the Number of the bleffed Nas^^eneii^ 
He owns that he had niuch ado to forbear calling* 
out, Socrates, pray for us*. How m^ny Noble- 
ipen. Princes, and Generals, lived in the Timj^ of 
this great Man; that are intirely unknown to us f 
And how many are come to our . Kj^ojwledge^ 
whom we do npt think worthy of our Efteem oit 
Notice? 

Believe me, dear Brito^ let Ignorance ptibliih 

whatfoever it will. Study is the true Rosi^ : that 

* leads to the kteft Posterity f : It is a Way tteit is. 

* Fix tempera fuin dicam Sjatffe SccrateSf ^a prp naiis* 
Erafmas in Colloquiis. 

t By Study, iaid one of the Ancients, the Philo-*' 
Ibpher becomes more wiie > the Wazrior more intrepid 
and more experienced; the SovefieigA learns to govern 
with Equity; and there 19- not a^Man upon Earth, i|Y 
whatfoever Rank Fortune has placed him; who does nor 
giin new Improvements by ihe Study bf the S6ieisiM9C> 
DefiderahiUs erudieio literarum^ qua Naturam lamdmhiUm . 
tximie reddit omatam, Ui prndim innffnk unde' /apienthei 
fat. Ihi bellater reperit, unde animi mirttue rohpr^^r^ 
Inde Prittceps aceipii quemadmodum j^pmlas fi^ tegnifatf;^ 
eomponat. Nee aliqua in mundo pot0 ^ ^tuna^^pt^ 
liter arum non augeat gkrU/a «etiti:a* . Campdor, YarJ* 
Uh* i. pag. 3* 

•pen 
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opfen to thfe poor as wdl^as the rkh Man, to the> 
Pi>te'i7rt'as well ^ th& Batrkkia*. Virtue and Ap- > 
pKcation are the only Qiidificatiofisin the: Worlds 
to itiafce farther Progrefs in it than^itfs Oppo(kes«. 1 
]augh-when I fee feme People hope to extenU ith^ir 
Fame to Poftcrity^ by going, to be, knocked on Jihe 
Head at a Breach* There ja not ^ petty Country 
Gentleman^ but tf he opce; ;coitie8 to bc.a^Lifeu-. 
tenant of Foot, hopes to tran&iit htts Kaj»r id fii-^1 
tiire Generations.' He thinks that hereafiter-' thel 
whole World will be ^*gog to kiJow whether ^fac? 
Chevalier di^ Fig^ai^ Cognac, Mi^griac, &c. died ad 
hfg Village or in* a Trerich, No^hody-jhas better 
defined th©fe fubaltern. Honour$.of War, and the; 
Condition of a fimple Officer than Racing, -j^rip^ 
pina fpcaking to Burrhus, reproaches him.ihtitt fotr: 
his Ingraritbde ^ You, faid Ae, . ««&vw / might bmh 
fuffered to hmt^ gmm grey in the 4)hfiure Homurt ^ 
fimt Legions. ' r 

The Notion which is entertained by the/V^/i^. n\ 
general,^ that *Ppftertty will talk of all their Exploit^ 
zni- the. Prc^iTeiHou copcbived by the moft m&gh'i^ 
ficant Gemlenjen^ that they are fornied t6..draWS 
^,Sifiio€*2^l Biirnpe\'niptki\x\k^m, are MeaBsIof 
)vhich the Government makes a good Jtbtodfo ;; %hbusi 
being always People enough refolute to face Danger, 
Hunger, aid Fafigue, fdbly fi^ooa an Ambition i% 
life above the Vulgar; though for one that iuccefeds^ 
in his Proje^s^^ere^^re thirty fThpi^fand that die 
in the obfcwe Honours pf Legioks. * B^ the Ex- 
ample of one-is fuificient to encouia^e and animate ' 
alitKettyft.^^ ' ^ '''- -^ y-^^-\ r-.-^- . 

The.Chcvatifii ^#i.J4fe94i,.,.Who»oI ka<ie often 
mentioned to thee, told me a pleafant Story of a 
Gowrtry Oeiule^n^a^ VfHo^H^d .f^i?ti,4b4 S^lt ^^aip 
^ W Lift \n[A\^ ^m^ ^ bi|irb!eii%"a^ )a&,(^f^ 
iittd;byiWfirtte^>. FJifigw^, w<i/^Ji^f .Hop^ 
D 6 of 
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of liis Advancement, he ^retired to his Village ta» 
end his Days in Peace. Neverthdefe he fiill pre- 
fi^rved his warlike Temper^ and was perpetually 
talking to his Parfon ^d the Panfliioners of \i\t 
former Atchiev^mcnts, and of what he would hare 
done moreover, if he 'had continued in the Service. 
At laft falling fiok, and beingat the Point of Deaths 
the Curate propo^i^ a certain Ceremony to htm that 
is obfervcd by the Naxistrtms when they are at the-r 
bft Ei^remity, whkh they think very efiential, and. 
confiftS'Of a. certain Oil with which they rub the- 
£»imbs of the Patient. The Officer confented to- 
«v^/y Thi«g; boras the Parfdn was going to per- 
form his Office, Lh&or^ faidJic, fmej m fo un- 
firiunatif as U dh in my Bedy '€tfur having hem in 
tin> Battks and UimUy Sieges^ pltt^e to mitigate mf 
Fainsy and do not t^ me iutdergo l^e Certm^ny of 
^urgbtrs: Be ji good as to make^ an Aiteraiion in it \ 
and if I muji needs be liquored in order to he favedy 
I fcvtcf ihe^ fm Infufion of • Gunpowder in Brandy 
wosdd make a$f Ointm^t dot would fmi hetUt .ihim. 
Oil witb "m MiliiOf^ Orderly ^and my Monk as a Ne^ 
Neman. ' 

>Fa»e thee weU^:deariSri/tf> and ftudy to Jiye happy) 
andcoi^emed. . t 



I .LET T.E R JgLIX,, i 

Prm Ja c o B B R 1 T o, at Venice, t^. 
Aarok Mongbca^ tf/ Parii. 

T HAVS becn^thcfe fi^Days t^ Venice^ tha»^whwrB 
JL Inevcr fjt# a^ToWn that looked moreihanH^ 
Ing. One tiWklot well^ttvvtd being aftcMaiihe^toiba 

v7 . a City 

' Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a City boiik itv the Middle of fbe Sea, and nt it^ 
were foisnded upon ^he .Water. All the Streets of 
Vema are cut by Gaaals, to tbat-you* may go wher^ 
you pleafe in Gondola'^, which are 4i(tle' eoviercd' 
l^ats that ferve at F^nic^ inflead bf Coaches dint 
£quip8ge-< r^'^ / - .- . . ^... . 

: The Government of this Republic it ariflocrati^^ 
cal ; all Affairs being regulated 9nd governed by it^a 
Senate, at the Head 4>fy which preudes . ihe Doge. 
-Though; it is the Senate atone that m<aktaifieirce ^ir 
War j lays on Taxes, Vd »yety i to* fee the gVave 
Pride of the Doge, the ! Ricbneft of his Cloaths, 
and the Splendor of his. Palace, «ne' woidd be apt 
to think him the true Sovereign oi Venice i but he 
is only aPbantora that rq>refenM ^^hc Authority of 
the Senate, and has often Idfs Credit dian^andfher 
Nobleman. He has but one Vote as a Sensitor^ yet 
his imaginary Sovereignty gives him si Right to go 
to all the Courts of Judicature, and to the public 
Tribunal, where he may give bis VerdiA in doubt- 
fuJ Cafes ; but , any other Senator has a Right' to 
oppofe it. » ' . 

The Noble Vcnetians^ are (lately and haughty, in* 
fetuated.with the Dignity of their Ra<nic, and per* 
£e6b Slaves to 4t, Their State Policy ferbids them' 
to have any Correfpertdence with Ambafiadors, or 
with People that are. aj^aohedto them,,, and very* 
little W3Xh Foreigners of a certain Rank 5 anci, were 
they to a6)^ diiierently,. they would not oAly be fuf* 
pei^ed, *but k H¥Guld furnidi a mateHal 'Handle !t<» 
turn them< out. of thieir. Offices. The Nobles ard 
divided into threeiClaffes;. the firft, at it's Inftitu^* 
tion, ^o?)fifte;d.t^t.of a ^doxen^Eartiilies, ^tthich wer© 
calUd\£//^r^/*, buta Httleiafter, Four were add- 
ed; and,* iii>Procefs! ofiTime^',. Bight mpce. The 
£pcot2d;Ckf» tonfift^ of^all/th^I^ohles wJiof&ISfaines. 
ace wrktffl Id the golden Book. And, the Third of 

thofe 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6i liei J Em I sriT' B p v^ Let. 49^ 

thof^ B^iV;F^9kili€f»jb»te btea ennobl^. in thV 
$xig^9ci^s<:ctf the Repdblic, on tfae Payment of »a 
^uffd^q^ Tjh^ifond. Ducat?. -,Tbe latter' ar& not 
^^^9^fd:ln tbfiigrcatOiRccs.; aiid.they a<ft oiuch 
tJhf;, fawje P^pt at Fenicti, as Ae Pinanciera do iii 
France and Piedmont^ who have bought a Right ta 
ibrg^ tb^ir Parents tM tbisir old Anceftort, ^hy the 
Pur(;bafe.of aSkin:«f:Parchme9t« ' > 

. ^ Thefe.i)ev¥ Nobles, are neverthcicfs as haughty ai 
4i^.oU Stantlftn>st;..tfae7. diinkthemielvesl ei^ual i^^ 
^e grcateft Priaccsv and: expeA a IWcreiite. and 
flavifc Refpcft to be paid theno by every. breathing 
Cii^adure; in jtbe^G^u^ttry. A FntMcbman walking ire 
tbe^qjuarrof St. i)^>^faappeiiod heedlefsly to jofllc 
9'jnohk.^9r/ta^ who thrreiqioai gvavely'nook hin» 
by. tbo AtfBTy atidiaikcd him. what Beaft4ie tholigfaft 
ibe xno& bi^vy. and uiiwettdy ? The 'Frenthmtmhe^ 
tog quire fufj^iird at the Qucftion^ and not know-> 
if>g the Reafon .why the Vmetiarp applied to him ra^ 
ther than to .any body elfe for his Information^ 
pa u fed a: while without a Wor^i of Anfwer. But 
the Venetian^ without abating a Jot of his Gravity^ 
putting the faoaeiQueftion to him again, the French- 
ffir«»i anfwered fVankly, . that he thought the Ele- 
pbartt ^e moft un\^cildly Beaft. Well then, faid 
the Venttlariy with a proud Air, take Care for thcr 
litlure, Mr. Elephant, how you joiilie a Noble Ve^ 
itttian^ bnpara Sgnior Elephants^ cbe nm s'imp^gfm 
ui^JMih V'irmwrk, ',Aoothfr /Nobleinan being ill 
% narrow Street) fa thaft' he could mytipais by^Rea-f 
fao of the long Swovd of z Spaniardi xh^it went be- 
fore hitti^'.aiked him ivery graS^ely, Ifhifi>ouU rui^ 
eker or undgr.bim.f JSgiur,'^ savakof^olfipafi/ottc ? 
h would be dangerous to make aA Anfwer to^hofe 
Jokes which have the Air 06 Inveifti^ei$. fdr wt f^* 
nist \l a Maa fliould: be wantiDgi.in^eiRcfpeift^tvfr 
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a Nobl<ma/T» be w^d; run ^imfeU' iiuta aScrapr 
that he could not ^afily g^t out of. . \ 

Tl|c Scan4alous Chronicle f^ys, tbaf jrv the ^^fin-t 
cip^I Families one Brother alone marries for aH tW 
xe%\ I b&liev^ tha«t thii^ Cuftora is not; ip coa>-« 
mon as is pretended, yet I do not ihrnk it is toi^ 
tai\y difttfed. The Hunsour o^ the Venetiam^ apd' 
theiif V^i^y, fiifvy be tl\e Oc^afion of a^Copdu^ 
fo biameable*. Jfm a nuin^tous Fa^ly aU the Brpr, 
thers were to HfwrKy, the great rNMmber of Childrea, 
that might furvive^ lyould foon ii»j^ov,eriih the rich* 
eft FanaiBcs. Thajt Grandeur of which, the Nobles^ 
are fuch Idolizers^ if it be not; fitpportcd by Wealthy 
would tanguiOi \x\ the ffscpnd Qe^ieration, and hardly^ 
keep a}ive to the Third. For it is at j^^;^*^, as it i^ 
e^re^ere»,a pooriNobh^ni^ i9 iK>t l^ear r9 siucbie-- 
ife^^d asancHone« . • -, . • 

Devotion is no Hindraace lo the IntFigties of thes 
F^netiaps; ,^pd it:rnayibff affirmed, that if the , Bro- 
thers in a great many Families had only this Barrier 
to force,, in order to enjc^ the. Prifilege of haying' 
but one and the fame* .Woman,, the Bar would foon 
be laid open. . , 

The Venetians beKeve fo-fo. li\ Qoii and have 
much more Faith jn St. M^^^ than in the Pope, 
St. Mark has been the Patron and Pr^tefl^or of their 
City^ ever fince bis Corps was tranflated thitherv 
ivom Alexandria. Before him Theodora vf^% their, 
tutd^r Saint ; but t)^ ye/ietianx v^/cre t9o ^^aini to 
put up with a .common Saiat*. who wasi of no Ser-;^ 
vice, but, at the jBegiijning Qf a fipa)l Republic.* 
They would have a new Patron anfwer^ble tp their 
Eoitiuie, and therefore caifliiefed- their old Pretecaor^, 
and chofe a Saint of. the firft Clafs, to whofe Ho-» 
nour they erected a Temple^, which n?ay be l^okqd 
uppfl ^S' oile of the fineft Fabrics in Enrope. It i^ 
full, of iounenfe Wealth, %x\jklsmj.^ yaft %y?nue^ 
' The 
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The Pnocurators of St. Afor/f are the Nobles that 
are intrufted with the Diftribution of thofe Eftates, 
Piirt of which is applied to the Relief of the Poor. 
Thefe Procurators have the Prerogative to wear a» 
Ducal Robe, /. e, a Gown with long Sleeves, which* 
trail to the Ground. ' , 

Notwitbftanding the mighty Veneration of tKe* 
. Mark^ they are not a Jot the bet- 
and the cKief Men even boaft that 
little Religion. An Ambaffador who 
the Republic to the King of&r- 
Ti defired by a Bifhop to talk to*. 
ft that had Relations at Geneva^ to 
sdainj one of his Nephews, who had ' 
abandoned the Romjh Communion, and was retired 
t?) that City. When the Ambafladot arrived at* 
Yurinr, he was in no great Hafte to perform the- 
Biftiojx's Commiffion : But happening to be one Day 
yKti)^ the l^nvoys o( Geneva, he recolle<3edthe AfFsiir,' 
and aflfed them if they did not kno>y,fuch a Refugee- 
whom he named to them? the Genoefe having faid*. 
ly good Things of hiip, / ^m charmed, 
nbaffador, to hear fo gQO(f ^ CharaSfet tff^ 
Umle, the Btjhop ^Aquapendentc, ^/^^^/^ 
/ couid diffuade him from the Step he has' 
' am the more furprized that he p)&uld ie{rv/^ 
Vis Cotruerjion to me^ becaufe'fuchCommiJipns* 
T given to Venetians,' ^ * 

-fidom which is enjoyed in'thjs Cky^ has^ 

oh^ brought great Men to if, for-'theSak* of^ 
finding Shelter frorti the Bigottry, of- the other; 
Italians. Peter Jretin, zNMytof'Jrezzo in'TW^ 
iany, fo famous for' 'ftisf Satyrs and feveral other?- 
Compofitions, came to fettle zy Venice in the'Ee*- 
ginning of the fi'xteenth Century, in order to en-* 
joy the Privilege of writing freely. The* .Wiftwt-' 
rene Pontic condeiiyaed his-Wr4tihg9, and ^^iaUii 
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ly his Dialogues^ his Letters^ and his Arguments -^ nc- 

verthelefs they were at the fame 

cd at Venice^ and feveral other ] 

fifhed afterwards under the No 
The Venetians are, in the gcr 

ftor fo quick of Invention as \ 

but their Slowriefs is owin§ 
' whfch they make upon the T 

a^ Mind to undertake. The) 

maturely before they enter uf 

generally bring it to a hapj 

magnificent, artfuF, and viery 

"tVdmen arc prbud ahcf infolc 

Virtues, Chaftity is feldbni o 

The Ladies at Venice are fo 
; theij^Difcrction is hot Prodf 
^ The eiti^eris fjilloW th^if E 
' Wivfes of the Mechanics and 
; GaBantry with' tfaem is ipubl 

it's particular Kulcs and Ma: 

above one in ten of thofe \ 

but' their own Mathers or Aur 

for them, and f^cttlp the Pxic 

hy* a Bargain mdde 1 long Tin 
' der to deliver theory hen they i 
* on the Payment of* a hUhdt 

Ducats, in order^ fay they, 

wherewithal to marry. A Mod 

nanted with a Foreigner to gt^ 

for' two hundred Ducats, pei 

ftrred taking her froW Tiiiji^ t 

that (he w>s not yet ripe, and 

eiipugh of B,ubb\r,' (he was f< 

his rut-offs, th^fhe wei>t one 

hiy final Refofutiow; Sir; faK 

good as to taki a fpeedy Refoluti 

Patbefy Prarchir ^ dne^ of i 

Venice 
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Venice (whofe Name flic mentioned ) is upon -Treaty 
fir her J and has already made a very handfome Offer ^ 
The Fofeiener, who perhaps was very glad to get 

Juit of his rromife, and thought much of two hun- 
ted Ducats tha)t^ he was to depofit for her, agreed , 
"^that the Reverend Father fliould ftrike- the Bar- 
gain, whfch he accordingly concluded in Fgrm* 
'^ * " en as. the Gentlem^rt 

tries, there is an afto- 
is 9X Venice y who have 
n gain great Credit 
{ go into the Nubs 
of thofe with whom: 
receive a great many 
I always followed witk 
f Sweet-meats,^ .and 
^ Ccmrt^^ans zx% v^% 
rout as thofe at JLomf. 
I great .Veneration foe 
vhole Prote6iion they 
^ oi> their Occupation 

^e, f<4 amufiftg t0 a PTb^- 
^n. that ex-eirciies iis 
bpntnJne o'clock in 
^^etia at ^ome : Thare 
Tpiuexx fitting at th^ir 
}X their good Luck. 
^ ipake a Purchale, 
^oent of, he gives^ a 
v^Hoi^.he h^ia^Mipd 
V a^i ihe cojn4"<^? fh® 
leiitJ Tbc Chambers 
xi all nauch s^ikfiy^'pt- 
jvith the Sti'ect. All 
*:-^fe*J?kC\irt^ji 
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Tabk, three Wooden Chaajrs, and an Image of foove 
Madma^ with a Lamp burnin'^ before it, wbic|i 
ferves alfo.to light the Roqm. Before lyiattera afe 
piiihed tor a certain Point, a Curtain is di^wn^befoKe 
the Image of the Jlfadona^ that {b&may not perceixe 
what pafles. When all is qver, pe Curtain \s 
opened again ; and thus the Pi<Siure is covered ^n4 
iiacqver«d.t^ Times a^day, if che Miftrei^ of tHe 
Houfe has but as ma^y diffsreAt Intriguqsr ' ^ 
^ To what tfCttgths do fome People's^oupeits car* 
/ytihem,' a^d to ^yh^ Irregularities do, tj^ey^thinjc 
to reconcile Religion i , V 

Fare thee well» dear Mmcua^ and Uve co«itei|t 
and happy. , . ' 1 

*«* 't - -'** :' ^ » ' I ' . ■ : ' : . I !> 
Tag Off BRt^oj at V^rtit^ r * 

I HAVE juft jefcapfld ^mr «( tft* grfsalcftlQanierp 
that Lever xMi in m^^ wbclt Lii^> . I h^ Ijke to 
iwrefaUen in LoMy and in Iflwe to© with a youijg 
Xiady that was. amiable^ byt MAt;^ witty,.ib*^ 
airfaimfica]4jciigablng. But proud afi4i)^ght^^ Copr 
-fiderionKkata Safs I fhcwlild have Vre9 rrtdwt^, jf 
i hadlfiilkd X SiaKre tii tb^t<dklngeix»^$ BeiM^l^/- Bitt 
a Heart hke.inine toold not be recoac9e4 ^ tbi& 
Method of courtinga Pam Lady, Beiog acc\i.ftoB|r<J 
toi the SitBpJicity and> Sincerity oi^ur Gr^ik WomjBrt, 
I cQuU not hear the Coqctettey and^Ialtrigiie qC jhie 
French. A MoLSk nrnfi be horn ififiJ^b^ii^dup^iQ/^ 
J . 1 ' that 
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that can brook fucb extraordinary Behaviour, fn* 
general the Nazarenes only think they are in Love; 
sand I dare fay that in F'ranu^ Italy^ Germanyy Eng^ 
iandf and in-^ Sparn too, they Have no Notion of 
true Love f It is a PaiBoii only underftood in.^, 
where It reigns with Delicacy^ and feems to agrc6 
with Re^fcm 

' 'IkridW not whether thou didd fever rctlcB, oii 
the various Charadters of the Nazanne Lovers. 
.' The l^enchman peHbnates a much more paiSonate 

*tovfer^th^n''He is in reality r Being a Coquet iri hilr 
Temper, light, fickle, and hot-headed' by Nature, 

^fteMahcti, h^ cipcry, be whiftieff, fings, and i>Iays 
tbe Fool with hi$ MiftrtfSr If flie gives. hkn a fa«> 
vourabfe Hearing, he foon abandons hen lHjtktin 
cfuel^ hfi does not value it.* A Stanza or two of a^ 
Song againil the Fair-one,, rewards him for his loft' 

Eabour; and^he is ready ta aA tjie feme Part with^ 
the next Woman,'%at«ne(Iid'.wit£ber that was in* 

fenfible of his A^dreflesv Nothing can fix hisin* 

^nilancjTf hV L6vd il ^aHedi by Enjoymentt sii# 

Thtttafiany jirm in liU Prcje£b, ftablfe iirbis Rc- 

A)lti^JH attacks a Hfeart at a General of an Armj^ 

does a Town ; be difpoiib his Batteries, fortifies him- 

'&Tf vrfth all'ttoe HelV» cf Ait, endeavours to block 

ttp the Faif'-one's Ht>ufe, and to binder his Rivals 

?froiifi entering; he mafntaiiis^ fecret Correfpcfndencc^ 

^in the Pfece, engages the Chambermaid orfome 

"Other Dolneftic id his Infereft.^.If befiicceeds in his 

^At^ack,^he confines his Miftrefs for the Reft of hek* 

liife ; anfd to reward her for fcer Love, he robis hec 

of h^ Liberty. If ho iff forced to taife thd Siege, he 

^takes Revenge not only on bds^Rivals by endfeavour- 

'ing to fioifon theni, but alfa oa the Objeft of his 

iidve, wMcb bec0me$ that of his Hatred^ and he 

4^^&h«r R^tati^i% the bafeft Caldmhies. 
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T\it Eitglijhman only Joves out of Pride; he has 
too great ft Conceit of his own Pej:fe(5!ions to think 
him (elf obliged to any Woman for liking him. If 
he is belpved., he fancies th-at he deferyes it : If he 
is not, it -does not at all affeil him, hecaufe he cx- 
pefts to 'find' Women Enough in the World that will 
be fond <pf him. Hemeafures his Fortune hy her 
"W^ea^th, an^d j.udgcs of a Heart by the Guineas it 
•cofts him fo gain it. 

Th^t Genman is phlegmatic, and not cafily afFcifl- 
tedj his duU, cold, circumfpeft, and penfive iTem-- 
perament contributes to his InfenlThility.; for He is 
Icarce ever known to be in Love, but when he is 
cheared hy the.Tavblirs o'f Bacchus, His Paflldn is 
iindj^d by'the Wine, and evaporates with it's Ftimes, 
If fometimes he puts a Foijce upon his natural Corn 
iiitu * " "' '"""' - • 

and 
ofh 

feif; 

Nig 

upoi 

liimj 

Love. . Heinterefts the very Saints in his J^rjiours, 

and taufes tollefts to be Tung' to St, Francis arnd St, 

jdnthony^ to engage them to turn his Miftrtfs's Hearti 

If he has not Help from Heaven, hehasRecourfc to 

Hellj he conifults Diviners, Sorcerers, and Magi- 



• It is the Cuftom in ^^3:/» to make Proceflioirs in the 
Kight during the Holy Week. There is a great Nam*- 
i)er of People wBo whipthemfelyes in {he Streets l>y Way 
-of Penance ; and wherithey come -tinder Cheir Miflrefs^ 
-Windows, tkey thete take thdrStation, and give thein- 
Xelves a hundred Laftes'to her HoAOBT Mid Glwy. 

' ■* iSa'fis, 
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cians, and Love banilhes all Thoughts of the In- 
quifition out of his Mind. Is he happy ? He forgets 
his Care and Pains, and, what is more, his Love | 
and often ftabs the Per/bn to the Heart whom he 
adored, but Vanity has more Share in his Cuilt 
than Jealoufy. 

In Jfit^j Love is a gentle fettled Paflion, which 
does not fet Men a raving, but gives them a Con* 
cern that is amiable ; they are not at fo much Pains 
and Fatigue to piirchafe the Favour of the Fair on 
the one .Hand, and on the othefr their Appetites 
aife not palled with Enjoytnent. They do not com- 
mit fo many Follies foe the Sake of the Women, as 
they do in France^ but then th^y love them more 
fincerdy. 

. In the Nazarene Countries, the Men are the prin- 
cipal Caufe that the Fair Sex is no^bcttcr ; ' for they 
fet theni daily Examples of Capricioufnefs, Incon- 
ftancy, -Treachery, and Diflionefly. A Woman 
who lees her Hufband commit Adultry, and look 
upon it as no more than a Piece of Gallaatry, thinks 
(he has a Right to indul^ the (ame Inclination. A 
young L^dy, whom her Lover abandons, after mak- 
ing a thoufand Vows, and the moft folemn Promifes, 
ima^in^ that to be falfe and perjured are no very 
great Crimes^ fincc they do not ftain her Lover's 
Kepntation. 

I tremble, dear Briio^ when I think w)iat a Ri(k 
I ran v I was upon the very Brink of the Precipice j 
I adually felt thofe Motions in my Heart, the Con- 
foquencesof ^fUgh are fo pernicious in this Country : 
My Eyes rpved wiitb Plcafure over the, enchanting 
Features of the fair \i2tAy to wijiom \ payed a fecreit 
Homage. In ihorti I was jyft. ready .to kifs ray 
Chain, when Reflexion forced m^* from the Mis'- 
fortunes iiifed lw*itjhI#is4i!oiigiflg a 1 coni^redifb 
Wj^at^Uneafmefs I was going to abandon myfelf, and 

in 
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in Spite of myfelf refolvcd no more to fee my. Ipvely 
Charmer, whofe Abfence has quite macle Way for the 
Return of my Reafon* When I fay this» 1 would 
not have it thought that! pride myfejf j^xhe Cha- 
raster of being Infenfible,. for there is no*body but 
at fome Time or other ha$ felt the Darts of LoVe ; 
^ut if I mud be in Love, I am willing to takp.Care. 
that my Paffions may prove a Blef&ng to me, and 
not a Torture. 

I laugh at thofe^ Philofophers who flatter them-, 
felveswitb the vain Conceit, that they are tjie bet» 
ter Men becaufe they were never in LpV4e, I flK)uld 
like as well to hear a Man boaft that he wa;salway«» 
ftupid ; for in ihort, dear SnVo, a T€»4cniefs for, 
<he Fair Sex is the nobleft Prefent that we. have re- 
ceived from Heaven*: It is a Delicacy i« Senti- 
ments that diftinguifties us fronn the Reft of Animals^, 
and the fineft Iwentions are owing to a ftrong De*^ 
iire to pleafc. It was ^ ingenious female Lover, 
that invented Sculpture and Drawing j and they ^y,* 
it was Love that gave the firft Idea of Writings If 
we inquire into the moft confiderable Events, we* 
fliall find the Sourpe of them in Love. Europe is. 
obliged to this Pafliot^ for moft of it's Amufements i 
tjie Invention of all Recreations being iblely to pleafe 
the Fair Sex. The Man in low^ Life make$ his Court, 
to his Sweetheart by regaling her with If^ine^ Sweets* 
meats f and. Dainties, The NoUe and the Ridp div^ 
theirs with PlaySy J^afquerades^ Balls ^ Airings^ /ind 
yourneys into the Country, Were it not for Ljove, 
, every Thing in Nature would langui(}i, for it is tbft 
Soul of tl)e World, and the HarnK)j\y i^f thp Uni^ 
verfe. Heaven gave to Man, at his Creatipn^tbaj^ 
Biafs which inclines him to Women ; and the 
Fondnefs we have for them, is a Prefect fr<?fn the 
Deity. We ought not to bluflptia^iour ^beingjin 
Love, fince we do but th^lein confirm to the Im- 

preffion^ 
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preflions of Nature, which have Nothing criminal, 
unlcfs when they arc corrupted by our Vices and 
Debauchery. 

h feetns as if the Nazvrenes were not capable of 
loving any Woman but thpfe whom they cannot 
court, without incurring Guilt. The French efpe- 
cially maintain, that Marria^ and Enjoyment are 
. the Tomb of Love, and this Paffion does not appear 
amiable to them if it be not guilty. To this Pur- 
pofe they tell a pleafant Story, for the Truth of 
which I will not be anfwerable, though it is inferted 
in the Works of an Hiftorian of great Authority*. 
lit is commonly faid in France among the Debauchees, 
that the Conclufion of the Civil Wars in that King- 
dom, which they had like to "have entirely dc- 
ftroyed at the Beginning of the Reign of Henry IV. 
was owing to two or three Harlots. The Duke 
de Maine ^ who was Head of the League againft 
that Monarch, was a Man of a flow dilatory Tem- 
per, which gave great Encouragement to the bold 
Enterprizes of his Enemies. In the Height of 
his Rebellion, having the Misfortune to go with 
four 'or five of his Friends to the Hotel de Carna" 
velet, he there Jebauched hifnfelf with fome^ Ladies of 
Pleafure^ and was fo find of fhem, that he had Need 
io have kepi his Chamber for fevefal Days f. But 
Ae Affairs of his Party being in fuch a Situation^ 
that he could only take palliative Remedies^ the 
Poifon lurked in his Body^ and rendered him fill more 
jluggijh^ fullen<, and chagrin^ which lejfened the Vigour 
of his Party. And the faid Duke, not long after 
Als Adventure, being weary and quite jaded with 
the Toils of War, began to lend an Ear to Propc- 
fills ofPcace. 

^ Mtvieray*- 
. t Meti^rafs Ckrosiol. Abridgm. Anno 1 5 89. 
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If the fame Accident had happened to Hemy IV, 
the Popifli Hiftorians of his. Time, who were great 
Admirers of Prodigies/. would not have failed to 
have tranfmitted this Intrigile of the three Whores to 
Pofterity^ as a Miracle wrought in Favour of the 
League, But as it happened to the Head of the 
Holy Confederacy^ they have left it in profpuncl 
Oblivion. 

This Story is a very evident Proof of the Inconti- 
nency and Lewdnefs of the Nazarenesi they con- 
demn the Plurality of Wives among the Turh^ 
while they ruin their Health and Subftance with 
Harlots, whom they call Creatures formed to alleviate 
the Tr^tihles and Cares of human Life, All the rich 
People keep.them in Pay; thofe are in beft Keeping- 
that belong to the Farmers-General, or Officers of 
the Revcmie, from whom they fqueeze confiderabic 
iSums, to the great Impoverifliment of the Com- 
fnonality, the Widows and the Orphans. The 
Ladies, whofe Gallar^ts are landed Men, generally 
Kve up to the Height of what they get, indulge them- 
felves in good Cheer for twenty Years, keep grand 
Equipages, and feveral Domeftics, and when they 
begin to grow old, they- find themfelves as poor as 
they were before, all their Gains having been laid 
6ut in Cloaths,Lace, ChampaignWme^ and Ribbands. 
Thefe Ladies who have rich Clergymen for their 
Gallants, fare fomewhat better at laft,.for tUey ftill 
make a Shift to- live under the Protedion of the 
Altar, evcA'^h'en they are cafhiered and turned out 
Of Pay; • ^ 

' Fare thee well, dear 5r/Vff ; mayefl thou profper 
in thy Affairs, and marry a chafte and faithful Wo- 
man,i'wbo may ^be the Glory of \^rW3 and from 
whom that Lamp' niay fife, which is to illuminate 
the 'Nations, f 

. : . .J ^. ; . • /' 

Vql. IL E LETTER 
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From Aaron Monceca, ^/ Paris, f^ 
Isaac On i &, ^ Rai^Ah ^ Conftaa^ 
tinoplc. 

I LONG to hear irom thee> and till I do :(hajl al- 
ways be uneafy. I cannot fend thee the Books 
that are coining from HoiIand>f till thou art Bxpv^ 
in Egyft ; nor fcall I have them at Paris thefe fix 
Weeks. By the Letters I have Teceived from Ah/is 
RodrigO'i I hope thou wilt have Reafon to be (ktisficd. 
He tells me that he has m^ it hi^ Btifinefs to picfc 
out the beft of Hiftory : I look upon good fioQk^ of 
that Kind, as imeftimable Treafure ; their Scar,city 
makes them the more valuably, for ten CentMries 
fcarce produce four or five Hiftorians that approach 
to Perfe£lion. 

In fome c^ my former Letters I obferved to thee 
bow obfcurc Hiftbry wa^ in the firft Ages, and tW 
Difficulty of coming ^t the Truth of Times fo fat^ 
back : And when we come down to later TidKa, we 
find another Perplexity, altogether as bad, The too 
great Number of Hiftorians, and the Igiiorance and 
Incapacity of moft of them, throW/ th^ Mind into 
Confufion, and are very prejudicial to that C}earne& 
and Truth, that ought to be expeded in a regular 
Difpofition of the Fa5s, with which one woiiild wifli 
to enrich the Underftanding, as a flepofitary to be 
made Ufe of upon Occafion by the Help «f ^he- 
Memory, The indigefted Heap of a thoufand Im- 
pertinences with which the Hiftorians. fluff their? 
Works, enervates the Mind of the Reader ^ and the 

e^^at 
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great Number of Fafls, either falfe or ififignificant, 
carries away that Attention which only ought to be . 
given to thofe that are of fufficiewt Importance to 
ingrofs it. 

The ancient Greei and Latin Hiftoriaits that are 
remaining to this Day, have been refined by Time. 
"When I lay r^nedj 1 60 not intend it of their Works, 
of which we have unhappily loft confiderable Frag- 
ments; but I mean that they are the. otily Works 
come to our Hatids which have not faffered Extinc- 
tion, nor fallen into that Oblivion, the Fate of a 
great many indifferent Writers which there muft 
have been in their Time. For all Ag^s haveaboutided 
with bad Authors, whofe Writings were never tranf- 
mitted to their Pofterity : On the other Hand, we 
fee that the Works of the Ancients which have lived 
to this Day, are the fame which were preferred 
before all the others both in :Athens and ia old 
Rome. ^ . 

The Reafon for the ?refervation of a good Book 
preferable to an indifferent or a bad one,, is fo plain 
that It needs little Argument to prove it. We are 
as careful to keep wlwt is valuably, as we are care- 
'lefs to preferve what w-e flight. The Gred and 
Rotnafi Hiftorians that are preferved ^to our Time, 
are precious Depofits which twenty Ages have tranf- 
mitted to us, that we might tranfmit them with the 
fame Care to our latcft Pofterity. 

A thoufand Years hence oi;r Childrens' Children 
will have none but the beft of our Hiftorians, witho44t 
being plagued by any bad ones, which for the Satif- 
facSlion of the World, will be condemned in the 
mean Time ^o Deftru£lion by Moths, Duft, and 
Chandlers' Shops. The illuftrious Thuanus will live 
to the lateft Times; and Mezeray^ with foipe other 
Hiftorians, though not quite foperfcdi «s the former, 
WiJI alfo (hare th6 Efteehi of Pofterity* But how 
E 2 many 
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many Writers will perifh fucceffively one after 
another ? How many are there now half-begotten 
Brats, that are dead as foon as born ? How many 
have been fmothered in the Cradle ? Alas ! who 
knows any Thing now of aliundred Books that were 
written only twenty Years ago ? Where is the Man 
^ho is for cultivating a good Tafte, and cautious 
of giving his Attention to mfipid StufF, told with 
an Empbafis, and amplified with a Parcel of /Vw- 
fertinent Nothings^ that will venture to dip into Lar- 
rey% pretended Hiftory of the Sevtn H'ife Men^ aug- 
mented by another Author of Remarks^ which are 
ftill worfe than the Body of the Work, and have 
Nothing to recommend them but the being as 
(hort as they are infignificant ? The Hiftory of 
'LnvisXW. and that of ^yillhmUl*^ written by 
the fame Author, have alfo feen their laft Day^ and 
our Grandchildren will not be put to the trouble 
of endeavouring to render rhat Writer confiftcnt 
with himfelf, who makes two Heroes, and two 
very indifferent Princes alternately, of thofe two 
Monarchs. In the Hiftory of L^wx XIV. TVil- 
Ham III. is a very ordinary Charafler ; and in the 
Hiftory of fTtllram 111. the Hero Leiuis XIV. is fo 
far eclipfed in his Merit that he becomes quite ano- 
ther Man. Our Grandchildren, I fay,' will be in- 
* formed of fiich Aflions of thofe Monarchs as really 
{hewed them to be great Men, by reading the 
Works of fome good Writer, who will prefervethe 
Decency due to Hiftory, and the Regard which is 
challenged by Truth, 

I will not trouble^ jhee, dear Ifaac^ with a De- 
tail of all the Books that are every Day fpawned, 
and turned to wafte Paper. I need only mention 
three, vizr i . J be Hi/hry of the Negociaiions of the Peace 
of Nimeguen, which is an ill-digefted Narrative, 
• In the Hiftory of Englund. 

with 
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with an infipiJ Stile, and an irregular ill-condufted 
Series of Reflexions in the moft common Clafs of 
Politics, and of Fafts told an hundred Times before. 

2. Ibe Prefent StaU pf thi United Provinces ; a fad 
untimely misfliapen rrodu<Slion, which owes it's 
hafty Birth to the In>patience of it's Author to fore- 

'ftall another who was writing on the fame Stibjedh 

3. The Hijhry ^Poland, in the Reign ^/'Auguftus li. 
an infipid Colled! ion from Gazettes, fwellcd with 
a tedious Number of Pieces, and written in fuch a 
low creeping Stile as is agreeable to the Irregularity 
and Inaccuracy of the Author in' the.Difpofition of 
bis Fa6ls. , * 

There are many others of this Sort, which fcarcc 
do any Hartn to Literature and the Scitnces, be- 
caufe of the little Vend there is of them; but the 
Cafe is different with RefpeiS to the Works of cer- 
tain Authors, which are very pernicioiis in the Re- 
public of Letters, and very likely to qorrupt the' 
Reader's Tafte. Thefe feem covered with a fpeci- 
ous Veil,' and to have an excellent Foundation^ tut 
then the Superftrudlure is all bad. Thefe VVri ers 
arc the Cantinuers of Htjhrics written by foir.c 
Men of Eminence, with whofe Countenance they 
impofe - upon the Public, and as one may fay, 
fpungc upon a Reputation to which they have no 
Manner of Right. But it is no long Duration ; 
for when their Works are confidered with any Care, 
and thofe new Tomes which thus venture abroad 
are corn pared with the former, they are foon looked 
upon as fpurious Brats, that affedl to be honoured 
with the Name of a Father to whom they do not 
belong. Such are the Coniinuers of Jofephus^ Gro* 
titdSy Mezeray, Pujfendorf^ Boffiiety Rapin. de T^oyras^ 
and fevcral others. 

The Credit which good Books have eftabliflicd 

with the Public would not be fo encouraging to 

E 3 thofe 
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tfiofe who continue tbem, if they confidercd what 
dangerous Rivals they are always fure to ftand with. 
A moderate Diamond malccs a bad Figure joined 
with a fine Brilliant ; but when alone, ft is much 
more fparkh'ng, and feeips lefs defeflive. Thus 
the Continuation of FUur/s Ecckfiajlkal Hijlor^ 
would be a fine Piece, if it were not obfcured by 
the Beauty of the firft Part j and the lad Volumes 
of Don ^txcU would pleafe well enough, if the- 
others had not been publifhed before. 

It actually requires more Imagination, and a 
greater Vivacity of Genius to continue a Work,^ 
th^n the firft Author had : For the latter had No- 
thing to do but to purfue his Ideas naturally as- 
they arofe> whereas he that comes after him is 
under fuch a Neceffity of conforming to bim, that 
he can but here and there make tJfe of his owa 
Imagination, being obfiged to fubmit to the Ideas. 
of him whofe Work he continues, if he has a 
ftlind that it (hould not appear to be two dif-^ 
Jferent Pieces that have little Connexion with one 
another. 

The great Number of indifferent, and indeed 
bad. Writers^ is a Hindrance to the Advancement 
of the Study of Hiftory. It ibould be one of the 
firft Cares of him who applies to it, to be careful 
in the Choice of the Books in which he hopes to 
come at the exaft Knowledge of the principal 
Facts : He muft be cautious oFtrufting to Authors 
wTio have wrote with Partiality, to fuch as had 
it not in their Power to be Matters of thp Subjeft 
, th<5y tieat of, and to thofe that wrote meerly for 
fordid Gain. If he confines himfelf only to the 
l^eading of Hiftorians that , have not been fullied 
and infefleJ with theft Blemifhes, he will indeed 
have but a fmall NuBib€r of Writers to perufe ; 
but thea be will learn, cxofe ftom their fingle 

Works,^ 
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Work^, than from the itnmcfifcCDnc6Hon of others, 
vf^Skh wiH only ftinlifh hrni with falfe Ideas inftead 
©f tbofe he wouH 'derive from good Authors, who, 
if they communicated but a certain Number of 
FaAs to him, would however fupply him with thof<? 
tftat were true, and ranged and diftributed ih due 
Order and Method. 

To learn Hiftory from an Author devoted to a 
Party, is the feme Thing as to expeft to know the 
Merits of a Caufe depending between Plaintiff and 
Defendfint, by hearing tbe Cotincrl of one Side 
only. Fbr'a Man to apjrfy himfchF to the Reading 
of an ignorant Hiftorian^ or one who b but indif- 
fefently fitc^aihted^ with what he writes ; to chufc 
foeh a one to conduft us to the Knowledge of the 
Truth of the Fia£b with which wc want to be ac- 
quainted, 18 the fame Thing as giving the Preference 
*o a blind Man to guide us in a dark Way. For 
7t Man to found his celief upon the Author!^ of one 
who writes for Hire, and, has fuch a. fixed Price for 
liis Praife, is to feek for Truth in Panegyric. 

The famous Gregorio Lett was of MachiaveP^ 
Opinion, that an Hiftorian ought to be of no Reli^ 
gim m)r Country ;, I much rather think he Ihould 
^ve faid^ he ought to have neither Country nor 
Cajh. For as to Religion, ^des the Impiety there 
is in that Sentiment, it does not lay the Truth tinder 
a Neceffity of being difguifed. De Thou was a Na^ 
zarene Papift, and yet- as much efteemed by the Na- 
-%arene Proteftants, as by thofe of his own Commu- 
Bion. I know very well that in all Religions there 
is a Number of Zealots, who cannot bear to hear- 
thofe of their ovvn Faith found fault with> or the Vir- 
tues of fisch as they think in an Error commended. 
But an Miitoriaa does not write fi^ Perfons eat up 
with Prejudices, vile Slaves to their falfe Devotion, 
Thcfe may fuck Ghimaeras enough from the Books 
E 4 written 
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written by the Monks or Ppelates of Italy^ in whofc 
Works they will find a Chain of InveiSlives againft 
illuftrious Pcrfons, who, while living, merited the 
Efteem of the whole World. 

Almoft all the Nazarem Vopifh Writers are ixib- 
jeft to be carried, away by their Paffions, and to 
worry in Pieces all that oppofe them, without any 
Regard to Truth. They think they have fuffi- 
cient Authority from certain ancient Doftors of 
theirs, called the Fathers i who were Men that 
vented their Invedlives againft all without Diftincr 
tion that were not of their own Opinion, and xe^*- 
ipedled neither Rank nor Virtue, but all was alike 
to them. If Credit may be given to their Works, 
what a horrid Monfter muft Pofterity think the 
Emperor Julian was, whom they called an JpQ- 
fiati^ though he was guilty of no other Crime than 
having quitted their Religion *• For he was ^ 
chafte, fober, juft Prince, and as brave and as elQsr 

• No Body has bttter deferded Jnlian sgainil the 
Calumnies of the. -Fathers, thsn Mot he ' Ig Vayer : 

* Do not we know, jays he in one Part vf that Princess 

* Elogiurn^ that the great Applaa'e wherewith -Jc- 

« ^ian v/as received by all the Militia, when he was 

* proclaimed Emperor, only proceeded from the. Re- 

* iemblance of bis Name to that of Julia^i^ from 

< which it differed only in a Letter or two ? Now, it 

* is certain that a great Part of that Militia was.Chrift- 

* ian, as is plain from the Choice they made of a Prince 

* of our Religion. From whence therefore could pro- 

< ceed fo great a Teftimony of AffeAion to the'Me- 

* mory of an Idolater, a Perfecutor of the Believers, if 

* we do not attribute it to thofe (hining, and truly Im- 

< perial Virtues,' which did n6t fail to make him be- 

* loved and efteemed* Le Mcthe le V^yer &( the Vir- 
tue of the Pagans^in his Workf, Tom. u Pa. 696 of the 
Edition ifi Folio, 

quent 
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quent as Cafdr. Judge then what Certainty the 
Nazarenes have of the greateft Part of part Tranf- 
aftions, and efpecially of thofe with which their 
Religion is conne<Sed. 

There is alfo, dear Ifaac^ another Sort of Books 
which is pernicious in the Study of Hiftory. They 
are fiich as only furniib obfcure Ideas, and are of 
no Service to our Underftanding : To read them is 
to lofe Time which may be employed to a much 
better Purpofe. They commonly give important 
Titles to fuch Writings, and that is all the Book is 
good for* I have juft now read a Book which may 
be ranked in this Clafs ; it is The Introdufiion to ike 
Htjlory of- Afia, Africa, and America,*^ Bruzen 
la Martinicre; a Compilation of certain Fafts which 
all the World knew before, and confounded toge- 
ther without any proper Difpofition, a Work in 
which there is Nothing well digeftcd, Nothing new. 
Nothing truly inftruflfive, and written in a poor 
barren Stile. This is the Charafler of that Book t 
The Title ftrikes the Reader's Attention at firft, 
but really the Author has made fo little Improve- 
ment of Puffendorf% Idea, that he might as Well 
have let it alone. 

Fare well, dear Jfacc^ let me hear from thee ; and 
inay ihc God of our Fathers crown thee with Prof- 
perity. 



E5 LETTER 
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LETTER Lit. 

From JaCo^ Brito, dt Venice, fo 
Aaron Monceca^ M Paris* 



I A M ftill endcavottring to rtiform myfcif of th& 
Manners of the People : I firid a Pletfure iti 
eomptring the Genius and Cuitotns of the fevcral 
Nations through which I trarel. Thp Venetians zr^ 
not iilce the other Italians^ fuperftitiorufly devoted t^ 
the Sentiments of the Priefts and Fryars. The^ 
make Ufe of their Reafon^ and takift^ Advantage 
of that Lamp of Nature, which they havd received 
from Heaven to be a Light to their Condafi^ their 
Minds are not fettered by that Bigotry which reh* 
dcrs Men lazy^ and eflRsmmate. In my Travels ih 
liafyf I have perceived that the People' Aere ztt 
more or lefs timorous and degeiterate, accoi:^ng a& 
th^y are iftore or lefs fubjeA to the Mohks, wbofc 
low davifli Ideas debafe the Minds of thofiei thlt imi* 
tate or aflbciate with them. 

This firft Reflexion leads me to make a Second 
upon the Nazaret^e Religion. It cannot be ^f-^ 
>puted that many of it's Profeffors are brave and va~ 
liant, yet it feema to be a Religion proper only for 
Cowards; for their Do^lors infpire them with a 
Contempt of Injuries and Poverty, and command 
them eve^ to love their Enemies, and thofe that 
perfecute them : Precepts that are direfily contrary 
to the Notions of Honour, wKich requires that a 
notable Revenge {hould be. taken for an Affront 
that is received in Public* 
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If inftead af the Roman Legions yuliiis Captr 
bad taken the Field yiixh two hundred thoufand 
Men that had counted tbeir Beads in the Morn- 
ing, icctehrated their Vefpers in the Evening, and 
who, without retaliating^ Injuries, hid born them 
with the Patience and Tranquility of a Stok^ or ra- 
ther of a Nazareney as they call themfelves ; I very 
Diuch doubt whether that Roman would hav<e ever 
conquered a fingle Viliage tjf the Gauls, The 
moft that h^ could have expe£ted from fuch devout 
Sddierd, was the Sund they would have made for 
-their Coantry and « their God, for whom they 
would have braved Death itfelf. But there muft 
be fomething more than this to form good Troops* 
Whoever expels Succeft in the military Profeflion, 
muft do all the Mifchief he can to his Enemy., fnufi 
frtwnt hm^ furfrizt him^ fta him to the Sword^ 
hum his Magazines^ Jlorvi him^ pkndir hlm^ and 
all thcie Feats fmift be performed widi Difpaitch; 
without giving Time for confuting Cafuifts to 
know whether it is lawful upon ftich Occafion ei- 
ther to kill or burn. An Army would make little 
Prdgrefs, if before it rcfolved to give Battle, a fu- 
-preme Council of Divines was to be affembled, to 
know whether it was lawful or not to meet the 
Enemy, or to avoid him. If I was the General of 
an Army, I fliould rather chufe to be obliged to 
confultthrEntrails of Vidians, oPtheSacred Chick- 
en after the Mapoer of the Ancients; I (hould^ 
conne off like an ilhiftrious Romany byraufuig them- 
tobe drowncdif they would not eat, to the Eiidthat^ 
they might drink more at th^ir Eafc, and thart the* 
Augury might be the tno^e favoHTstble. But the 
Divines would not befoeafy to manage as Chickeh;. 
they wouid form a thoufand Difputes among 
tbemfelves, of which jthere would-be no End, and; 
the Eucmy. would beat the. .rel%ious Atftiy ttn^ 
EO^ T4mes 
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Times before the Preliminaries werefettled for de- 
ciding the Cafe of Confciencc in.Queflion. " Surely 
the Command of fuch an Army would never have 
been accepted by- the Marfhal de Biron^ who brokt 
a Captain whom he had Nothing to reproach with 
but his taking fome Precaution againft the Profe- 
cution of a Solicitor- General. Are you of ibem^ 
faid he to the Captain, that kave fuch a Dread of 
yuftice ? I break you : Tou JhaU never firve me more : 
For every. Soldier that is afraid of a Pen^ is afraid of 
a Sword. What doft think, dear Monceco^ thb 
Duke would have done to a Soldier or an Officer, 
that (hould have defired Time to take Advice of 
his Spiritual Direflor before he took the Field ? 
It is my Opinion he would have treated him zs a 
Sacred Chick. 

. The Nazarenes themfelves agree that their CoA- 
duft and their Aftions in the Point qf War are 
tntirely contraiy to the Spirit of their Religion : 
But they throw the Blame of all the Harm they 
are capable of doing, upon thofe who being at the 
Head of Government, ought never to engage the 
Subjeds in any Wars but what are juft# Thi^ 
firft Principle being laid down^ they diveft them- 
■ felvea of all other Scruples, and plunder^ rob^ kiH^ 
naffacrey iurn^ isfc. and alj without confulting the 
Divines, not cvep the Almoners or Chaplains, of 
whom there are almofi as. many in their Armies as 
there are Sutlers. For the Fryars too have fome - 
fmall Cr^it with the Nazarene Soldiers, and thoy 
: are fo crafty that they 'e<^en reap fome Advan- 
-tage^.from People that have the leaft Efteera for 
them. Nevierthdefe thesy have no Authority at 
Venice ; /or the Senate are fo jealous of their Power 
that they .would put all the Monks in their Do- 
mi nkms to Death* if.thev offered to cabal and 
form Patties. Nay, for leisi than this, they, would 
* ^- fcang 
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hang up the Superior of the chief Convent of ^* 
w'c^j who if he did but talk a little too freely of 
Government, his Affair would foon be difpatched. 
For in thiff Country the Miniftry muft be treated 
with as much Refpe£t as there . is Liberty for aU 
jthe Reft : Nay, it b almoft as dangerous to commend 
as to cenfure them j for the Venetians will have nei- 
ther Good nor 111 faid of their Adminiftration ; 
and all Difcuffions upon this Head are what they 
hate. They expcft that their Government (hould 
be revered .as the Jtl^emans revered the unknown 
God *, to whom, thqugh they ereded an Altar, yet 
they contented themfelvcs with honouring him. in 
Silence, without fpeaking of his Qualities or hi$ 
Attributes. 

As a Geneefe Carver was one Day at work in a 
Church of the Npzarene Fryars f who had fent for 
him from Venice for that Purpofe, two French Gen- 
tlemen newly arrived there, went to take a View 
of his Works, and after commending the Beauty 
of them, they fell by Degrees into Cbnverfation with 
him about the Government of the Republic ; 
when thefe Frenchmen^ according to the laudable 
Cuftom of fome of their Countrymen, which is, 
never to approve of any Thing among Foreigners, 
launched out into Inve^iives againft the Senate 
and the Republic, and to the Senators they gave 
the Nick-name oi.PantalonSy or Buffoons^ more {*ian 
once. The poor Genoefe pleaded for the Venetians 
to the beft of his Power j. but he had a hard Match 
to cope with ; they were two to onc,^ and the 
■Frpichman g2^yc him no Quarter, The very next 
Day after this Converfation, the poor Genoefe was 
fent for by the Council of State; He appeared 
with trembling befqre the Senators, not knowing 

T Dec tgmto. t.The Jefults. . 

* ^ what 
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\phat he was accufed of, and little thinking of the 
Frenchnun whom he had feen the Day before. When 
he came into the Coancil-room he wasafked, If he 
had any Acquaintance with the two Petfens- tihat he 
difcourfcd with about the Government of the Re^ 
public ? This made him quake the ihore ; and he an^ 
fwered with quivering Lips, that he thought he had 
laid Nothing but what was for the Advantage and 
Hottouf of the Senate. Upon this he was ordered 
to go into an adjacant Room where he immediately 
i!aft hw Eyes upon the two Frenchmen dead and 
hanged to the Cielfhg. He then thought he had 
ttot an Hour thore to live ; but being carried back 
before the Senatprs, he that Was jthe Prefidcnt faid 
to him gravely, HM your Peace another Ttme^ Friendly 
^ur Republic has m Need of an Advocate Jtf your Ciafs* 
And then he was Tent about hrs Bulinefs^. But tht 
poor Oenoefi was iti fvch a Conftcrnation and Terror 
at what he had feen, that he did not (b much as re^ 
turn to take hrs Leave of the Monks for whom hfe 
had been at work, but went inftantly from Venice^ 
and fwofe heartily lie would never go thither 
ftgain. 

^ Though the State Inquifition isfoterriblfe in tWs 
-Country, yet the Church Inquifttion has n6 Power 
here. This Tribunal, whrch the Wdzarenes calL 
the H^y Office^ is compofed of a Father Inquifiv 
tor*, of the Pope's Nuncrorefidmg zt Venice^ of ^he 
Patriarch- of the City, who is a Noble Veneifaiti., 
and of tWrj other Noblemen, who are chofeti oiit 
^f the principal Senators, and without whofe 
Prefencfc all Proceedings aii^ null and void. The 
Eftates of thofe whom the Inquifition condemns,, 
fall to their Heirs ; and therefore 'the Fryars at 
Venice have neither the Power of tyrannizing t>ver 
the People, nor that of feizing their Eftates ; nor 
are their Bodes, itr what Manne* foever they are 

written^v 
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written, afid whatfocvcr Subjeft they treat of, with- 
frt the Ecdefiafticat Jurifdiaioti. The Republic 
dlone can take Cognizance of what relates to 
Printing; therefore at Venht evefy on« is at Li- 
Betty to ptibRfli whit he thinks fit, provided thcf 
Repabltc is otit 6f the Queftion. The principal 
Books of all Religions have been printed in this 
Cffy. The Jti\js have publHhed an Edition of 
the Talnlud there. Leu tf Modena^ and feveral 
«>thers, have pubKflied their Works there ; and thert 
thie Turks have alfo printed their Alcoran. But 
what is mofe furpriiing among the Nazarefies^ is, 
that Books have been publifhed there againft the 
Fryars, Prtefts, and even the fovereign Pontiffs ♦ j 
and that thefe Works have Hkcwife been autho- 
rized by the Magiftrate?, aftd received too with 
Applaufe. 

^ The Venetians mzkt theit R^lfgron truckle to their 
Politics ; they adapt their Creed to the public WeK 
fere, and their Faitb to the Trmes and Circum- 
ftances. They permit the Univerfity of Padua 
to confer the Doftor's 'Degree, without demanding 
the Confeffion of the Faith injoined by the Pon^ 
tiffs, from thofe who are admitted. Confequently 
the Body of the Venetian Docftors fs a Medley of 
\Natuirene Papifts, Nazarene Schifmatic$, Nazarene 
Writers, Jews and Turks too, if any Cadi of 
Conjiantinopk has a Fancy to take the Degree ctf 
a Doftbf : For the Republic is of Opinion that 
'the Pathjs Which kad to th^ Sciences ought tx> bt 
open to all Men, 3nd that it is cruel to barricade 
them upon the vain Pretext of Religion ; which 
ought not to excufe us from the Obligations 
that are neceffary for the Peace and Happinefs of 
. Society. 

*Hift.ofthc Council of ?>/»/, by Father Fkw/, Wr. ^ 

Th« 
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The Venetians arc fo zealous to procure the 
Comforts and Accomodations of Life for all 
Men in general, that they extend their Precaution 
a little too far as to what they think ^muft con^ 
duce to their Benefit. Some Years ago the Num- 
ber of VJourtczans being extremely diminiflied, the 
Republic fent for a great many from Foreign 
Parts, Signior DogUono^ who has wrote a Treatife 
of the Remarkables of Venice^ highly extols the 
Wifdom of the Senate, who, by making Provifion 
for the Neccflitics of human Frailty, fecured the 
Honour of fobcr modeft Women, whoFe Virtue 
was liable to the Surprize of a thoufand Snares. 
I defy the Precaution of Magiftrates, whofe O^cc 
it is to take Care. of the public Good, to extend 
farther than to think how to gratify the Dcfires 
of Libertines, and to diilipate the Fears of jea- 
lous Huftands ; this is a Thing of which none but 
the Venetians are capable. In Truth (begging Do^ 
glionPs Pardon) I do not think this A<SUon fo great 
and commendable as he does ; and in order to pre- 
vent the Infults of Libertines upon honed Women, 
1 think it would have been right to take the fame 
Method as SIxtus V. did, when he banifhed the 
Whores from Rome, This Pontiff puniflied Vice 
fcverely, and kept the Rakes and Vagabonds in 
awe. But the Venetians' Philofophy is better na- 
tured ; they are like ccmln Germm Prelates, who 
formerly permitted the Priefis and Fryars of their 
' Diocefes to have Concubines, on the Payment of 
a certain annual Tribute*. The Republic does the 
,vcry fame Thing, and makes a Profit by the S*»ns of 
the HarlotSt which bring in above a hundred thou- 
fand Sequins a Year into the public Treafure. 

Fare thee well, dear Monceca^ and profper in all 
thy Undertakings. 

*. See the Centum Gravamina apud Wd^um. L^^io- 
nfim Mes-norabiL vol. ii. p. 223. L ET- 
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LETTER Lni. 

FromlsKAQ Onis, aCaraite, ai Smyrnz^ 

formerly a 'Rabhi^ ^7/ 'Oonftanti'nqple, to 
Aarc^ Monceca, at Paris. 

IT is now a Week, de^ Monceca^ fince I left the 
Imperiai City for g06d and ail, and am come 
away. Thanks be to the God d^ our Fathers, with* 
out ^ny Difaftcf bcAlKng me. My quakdum Bre* 
thren knew nothing of the Reafon of my De- 
parture $• I made them l>eUeve that I w{38 going to 
Smyrna upon Bufmefs. In this City I am now hap^ 
pily^rrived^ and from thence I'purpofe to fet out 
Shortly for Ctf/r^. , , .' • 

I was not forrjr to quit the Imperial City, where 
myRefidcnce was not fo fjleafant as (hou didft im-^ 
-agine. A thoufand Obje«£ts were ctcJfnally in my 
Viciv there, which were (hocking to my &enfe ana 
Reafon. J could not make \Jk of my Philofophy in 
a Country fo difturbed, where Wickedneft, RehcU 
Hon, Murder, Avarice, and* Cruelty, 'were perpe*. 
tualiy oflendrng my Mind. I look upon the Ottoifiafi 
Empire as Shambles, where the Sultans and Vizier* 
are the Butchers that flay and facrafice Perfons of 
every Rank and Condition to their Lewdnefs* The 
defpotic Power with which the Grand Signiors are 
invcfted, and that which they grant to their Vieiers^ 
are Sources of* crying Injuftice. The Ow^i/ti?* 
Cotirt is Tike the Tribunal of the Inquifition, where 
Wealth or Virtue is fure to be condemnedv Every 
Part of tTie Seraglio^ infpires Fear and Terro*, 

- Death 
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Death fcema to be always at the Heels of fuch as 
approach the Sultans ; and it lopks as^ if thofe 
Princes only -prqmoted ttaemj that their Fall might 
be the more remarkable. 

The Entrance of the Palaces of the Sovereigns is 
V cotnmotily adoiiied wl^ Cptiimn^ of Marble^ and 
Pieces of Sculptttre^ .worthy of Royat Grandeur. 
But as'foon as one enters the Gates of that fatal 
Palace the SeragKo^ one fee* nothing btrtthe He^ds 
of two or three hundred Bafhas, or other unfortu>- 
sateMen nailed Hp, whoft Fate i/»ipiw».t)aie witft 
Horroif,. The Infiier^f it is a& Ms& the Outfide*: 
Every . Part ©f ,it tooka drciidfttl r *nd be a Perfiwi 
ever fo in^ocent^ he. is nomr (ifft tbit heifliail not 
iuffer Death or PufiiihiMnt. In the Seragiio itmaji 
ke faidy that when a Man rjfo^ in. tkie Mornittg,. ko 
does not know whether he ihalt live till( Night ; for 
$he faallett Faulty th^. Jkuft HeedieifiidV, h often 
punifbed with Death. - / . 

; The lotiperiai City i9 ni^ a Jot more agreeable 
than the Courts for ose is f^rpetually alarmed whh 
Accounts of the BaniihrnenO off Death, of. the moft 
confidarable Citisehs. Every new Gjra©3 Vizier • 
facriiices a certain Number of Vi^ims^ to hb Ava^^- 
rice, as foon as he attend to that high Station. Con^ 
JiiH^ittppk is ft jSheepifoId> where the Flocks are osdf 
fetiened for the Slaughter. The Jtws amd Greeis^ 
we the nK>ft ekpofed to thefe Adh of -VioJcBce. 
They pay dear for the Advantagfe of excrcifing their 
Religion 9 for they are perpetually fiqcteezed and 
limbed of the Fruit of their Labour and Pains with* 
WJ« Pity. Otw unfortunate Natbn is incef&mljr 
tormented at Cot^antinople : For in a State of Calm 
ftiid Tranquility, wc are a Prey to the Avarice of 
the Officers of the Porte i and in the TiiKes of 
fiifturbaoce atid Mutiny.^, we are the Sport of an 

infolent 
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infoient Militia, whofe Covetpuftaefs is feldom to 
be fatisfied without our Wealth. We feem to have 
more Liberty in the MahomeJan^ than iA the Naza^ 
rene Countries ; yet we are much more perfecuted 
there^ and at kaft as much hated. 

I know not whether thou didft ever hear oi the 
OppreiEon of our People by the P^r/JitfK.s about a 
hundred and fifty Years ago. The Mufti's of Jfpit* 
hartj coveting- the Treafuce of the Jnos who inhi^ ' 
bited that City, prefejited a Memorial to the Sophi 
Sba-Jkas^ wherein they defired him to fee the Or- 
ders and Precepts contained in the Alcoran put ici\ 
execution \ of which one of the moft material rela^ 
ted to the Converfion of the Jews, who %virg Migfd: 
Jive hundred Tears after, the PuUieaiUn of Mahomet*^. 
Religioriy ta emhrace the MuAulmens^ Faitby or t9 bf 
utterly dejlrgyed. The Sophi, who was a very de- 
vout Man in his Religion, but yet did not care ta 
dip his Hands in^ innocent Blood, fent for the Jewsy 
^nd examined them what Faith they had in Mahomet^ 
ludge thou, dear Monceca^ what a Confufiwi our 
Brethren were In at this Queljion : They faw it wa$ 
V put to them, with no other Deiign, but to convince 
them of glafphcmy againft the falfe Mujj^lman Vxo-^ ^ 
phety and under that Pretext to ruin and deftrojr 
them entirely. After having conferred with one 
another for a Time, they refolved to foften theijp , 
Anfwer as much as poffible^iaad told the Sophi, that 
though their Religion hindered them from believing 
in any other Prophet but Mojes^ yet they did not 
think that Mahmiet was a falfe Prophet, becaufe he. 
was defeended from IJhmael^ the Son of Abraham ;. 
and that they were defirous of remaining hia Ma-i 
jefty's moft humble Siibje6lsi and Slaves. But the* 
ocent was not ended till the Jews had given him 
two millions of Money in Geld. And) in order to* 
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extort another Supply, and to pave the Way for 
fome other Oppreffion, they were obliged to fix the 
Time in which they expeded their Mefftah to come. 
Bcing.'2$ much ftftoniflied at this fecond Demand as 
at the firft, they anfwercd, That their Delrv.ercr 
might, for ou^ht they knew, come to-morrow. 
ff^ell therti f^'d the Sophi, 1 give you feventy Yearsy, 
an J will caufe your Anfvoer to be regtjfered in the Ar^ 
chieves of the Empire^ to the End that if you are ht- 
poflor$y and your MelHah does not appear by that Time^ 
yint fnay be profcribed and banijhed out of the Em ire^ 
by fuch Succejirs of mine as Jhall be upon the Throng 
when the feventy Tears are expired. This fatal Arret 
was afterwards really put in Execution, and Sha^ 
Abbas II. caufed a Declaration tp be publifhed, com^' 
manding his • SubjeSfs^ and the Foreigners that dwelt 
aniong them^ to fall upon the Jews as fo many wild 
Beafisy to put the Men^ Women^ and Children to' the 
Sivordj to feize their Efiates^ and to fpare "none hut 
fuch as turned Mahometans, This Pcrfccution laft- 
ed near three Years, till the Country was quite 
cleared of our Brethren, of whom many were put 
to Death, and the reft fled to the Indies and Mogul. 
It is faid, that this bloody Profcription was owing 
to certain Letters from Conjlantinople^ that made 
mention of the AfeffiaV^ being come upon Earth. 

The' Mefftah then talked of, was that famous Im- 
poftor Sabbathai Seviy who difgfaced our Nation by 
their Readinds to fwallow his Lyes. There arc 
yews ftill living at Smyrna^ who faw this Knave. 
He chbfe this City for the Theatre of his Knavery j 
and here he acquired that Fame which reached from 
Pole to Pole, and was the more pernicious to us,, 
the more it was taken notice of. 

Since my Arrival iiere, I have been told fome 
very particular Stories of this Sabbathai Sevi : He 
was born ?.t Swymay and his Father was one Mar- 

dochaly 
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dochai^ a fickly Man^ always affli<ftcd with Diftem- 
pers ; whereais, on the contrary, the Son was vi- 
gorotts and well (hapcd, with a grim Lo: k, curled 

' Hair, and his Whi(kers turned up. He led a very 
auftere Life,-and was a rigid Obferver of the Law of 
Mofes^ with which he was perfeftly acquainted, as 
alfo widi the Secrets of the Talmud, He might be 
about forty Years of Age, when he thought fit to 
give out that he was the MeJJcah, His Retinue 
confided of five or fix Rabbies, who went for his 
Difciples ; of thefe Nathan Benjamin y/z% one of ilie 
moft confiderable. and held moft in Efteem.. This 
Jez'j had the Character of a Man of very great 
WiOiom and Vjctue, and was efpecially remarkable 
for his great Humility. 

The^ Jmpoflor Sabbatbifi Sevi^ had foon. a vafl: 
Number of Aciherents and KoU^ers, who, i|poh his 
Word, believed that he was really, that illuftrious 

T^rotedior, who is to deliver our Nation from Cap- 
tivity. Mankind being always ready to adhere 
•blindly to whatthey like, and to embrace their firft 
Id^as, moft of the JeiA)s that were difperfed through 
the four Parts of the World, put themfelves in Ivior 
tioif, and prepared to lift under the Banner of a 
Traitor who was a Scandal to our Religion. In 
Perjlay towards Sufa^ there were above eight thou- 
fand yews already aflembled ; and there Were near 
a hundred thoufand in Barhary^ and the Deferts of 

.S^njiletj th"at refolved to own him for their King an 
their Prophet. Thofe who lived .in the remoteft 
Countries, were infected to the fame Degree with 
the Contagion and Phrenzy. Many y.f?t'j, who were 
difperfed in the North, and in Holland^ fold their 
Houfes to go to the Levant^ and to live under the * 
Empire' of this new sovereign. The Nazarenp^ 
who always fpeak from Ill-will, fay, that xht'^cws 
of Anijlerdam had actually drawn up a Petition to 

"^ * bo 
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be prcfcrrted to SMathai Sevi^ defiring that they 
might hare the fole Licenfe of advancing Money to 
ytrirfdem upon Pledges. It is certain that the 
Poriuguefe Refugee Jews^ had feveral Meetings to 
take proper Meafures for the Ratification of their 
ancient Titles ; and they had refolved to depute one 
of their Body to Smyrna^ to defire the New Deli- 
verer to permit them* to join the Tide of Don to 
their Names, as they did formerly in Portugalj and 
that they might be ftiled in Judea Don MofeSy Don 
Jacobs &€, They were all for remonftrating, 
that in jdfticc they ought to have a diftingnilhed ^ 
Rank and a feparate Place in the Temple, being 
not u(ed to go to the Synagogues of the German 
Jtujs^ who were but miferable Smaus. But the 
thing which they had moft at Heart was, to obtain 
fome' honourable Titles for their chief Men, for 
which they offered to pay very handfdm'ely, and to 
give as much as they do now the Nazarene Princes 
that want Money. 

Mean Time, Heaven, in pity to the Miftake of 
tour Nation, was refolved roftrip off the Mafk, and 
expofe the Cheat ; Sabbathai Sevi gave Notice to 
^he yews at Smyrna^ that he was going to Conjlan^ 
Hinopk to tell the Grand Signiof that he muft reftore 
the Temple at yerufaUm. He embarked according- 
ly in a Turkifi Saique, and there were People fo 
infatuated as to believe, that the Veflel vaniflied as 
fooh as SMathai Sevi went, on board. But fo far 
was this falfe Prophet from having the Command of 
all the Elements, that he had not the leaft Power 
over the Winds, which were always againft him } 
fo that it was near fix Weeks before hfe got as far as 
the Dardanelles y where he was arrefted by Order oi 
^he Grand Vizier, who having heard of Sabbathai 
^Sevi's Impoftures, thought it his Duty to examine 
- ^hirii. ' The Man was dapped up in one of the Eu- 
ropean 
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" ropean Caftlcsj and thfe Vizier being obliged to go 
upon an Expedition to Candia^ the Seducer of our 
Nation was-Wttn Pfit^OR^ Several JewsL who were 
ftill perfuaded that hb was the Mejfui})^ ftocked from 
all Pactf tp^ fee. him I fo that his keepers grew rick 
by tbe Contributions they extorted from his Vifiters. 
The Faitte of" thi^ Impoftor fpread fo ftiach at faft, 
that the Grand Signror entered him to. be carried to 
ConftantinopUy where having lent for him to the 
Seraglio, / will now knowy faid that Prince to him, 
%¥h6ither ^ ihoiu ^n the McAtb fr .^^/ Cfmp eiiher tb 
be bound ki kJ^&fi^ and ta ie^imdf a Butt for my Crrfs" 
few-«t/», or U turn Tuikv Thie miferable Rabba* 
thai Sevi did not hefitate to fave his Life at*th€ Ex^^ 
penc^ of Ym Religioii. He put on the Turban, and 
ibe Grand SIgmorgave him both hi? Lif^ and Li* 
berty, to ti^tifyrour NftUon^ which w>s for ^ilcaig 
Time tJi-e Lmighingrftb^of.fcho. 0//**im»» EflfcpSre, 
%fii of the vi4jo1q Univextfe^ Let us never be tQ(^ 
yeady to give. Credit to RepoPti ; for when the Time 
of our Deliverance is comci th^ Mirajcles will he fo 
^ident^ that ail the World will be <x)nvtf2ced ef 
ijicir Realky^ r . ...... ; 

Fare thee well, dear Moneeca^ and prefcrvc. thy 
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LETT E; R^ LIV. 

Aaron Monceca, j/ Paris, to T$aac 
* On;s, /z Caraite^ at Smyrna, fprfpgrfy 
a Rabbij at Conftantinoplc. 



YE S T E R D AY I vmS^n EV'c.witnefe of a great 
Number of Nazanni^ CcremcMiidf^^ that i had 
never been prefent at WfoTe. The Chevalier de 
Malfin^ to whom I havefi^^flvOWi^tions every Day, 
defired me to go with "him to one of his Relations 
that had becfci itck'fop feme Tifnepaft; and^was-at 
the Point of Dieath, infotoUch^ that the Phyfidi^ns 
fafd.he couid not'^pofliMy live; above iwcnty-fouc 
Hours atmoft:; Aftd 'wiPrcmciAi is the Ciiftom, and 
a Decorum reqnired<by the neareft of Kin, to meet 
at the dying Perfon^s' Chamber, to aflift him to go 
©fit of this WoHd ivith lefs Pain, and to give him 
the neceflary Paffports and Afiiftance fbr his Jouptiey 
tothr.nextv '• ^ '.^'^ ^ 

An Enquiry only into the Cuftoms of the Naza- 
renes while they are on their fick Beds, would fur- 
nifh Matter for a whole Volume of Reflexions. 
As foon as a Man is down in a Fever, or any Dif- 
order that endangers his Life, his Heir, who, ge- 
nerally fpcaking, longs for the happy Moment to 
fee him expire, affiimes, notwithfianding all his 
fecret Joy, a fad and melancholy Countenance : So 
fdrrowfuL does he look, that one would hardly be- 
lieve he would furvive the fick Man, who, be- 
ing now delivered over to a Phyfician, Galenas 
Pifciple fakes him by the Pland, gravely feels his 
Pulfe, coughs and fpits before he utters a Word, 

and 
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and after that Prelude, he telb the Name of the 
Diftemper in Greek \ and as Hippocrates faid, that 
Life is Jbort^ Experience dangerous^ and Learning 
difficult to acquire*^ fo the modern Doftor requires 
a Confultatjon of three Phyficians, in order to know 
the Name and Seat of the Difeafe with Certainty. 
'Mean Time, in order to affift, fupport, and prepare 
Nature, he- prcfcribes fome anodyne and detcrfivt 
Clyfters to deanfe,, wafli, and comfort the Bowels, 
and to dtminifh, abate, and diffipate the Vapours of 
the Brain. Then the Apothecary is fent for, who 
attends with his Apprcniice, and a Boy to carry th« 
Clyftcr-pipe, for it is not here as it is at Conjlant't* 
nopUy where the fame Ddftor prefcribes, prepares, 
and adminifters the Remedies. In France every 
Agent of Hippocrates has his regular Diftrifl; the 
Phyfician's Bufinefs is to order ; the Prerogative of 
ihe Apothecary is to purge upward and downward; 
and the Veins, Bones, and Mufcles, are in the Pro- 
vince of the Surgeons. Were a fick Man to die a 
hundred Deaths^ not one of them muft meddle in 
what does not belong to his Function. A Phyficjan 
efpecially would be in Difgrace if he ftooped to the 
fubaltern Offices of the Apothecary ; and it were 
enough to ruin his Reputation for ever, if he did 
but happen to lay his Finger on a Clyfter- pipe, though 
by Miftake. There was a Time too when the Apo- 
^thecaries would fain have been exempted from giving 
Clyfters themfelves, and caufed tliofe Operations to 
be performed by their Apprentices, but the Phy- 
ficians were fcandalized at the grand Airs they g^ve 
themfelves ; they imagined the Apothecaries had an 
Ambition to rife above their Degree, and incroach 
upon the Privileges of the Phyfician, and therefore 

* Vita hre*vis, Experimentum periculoftim^ Ju^i-*f'^ t)if- 
fcile. It is the firll of the Aphorifms ofHijpr rates. 

Vol. IL * F g<r 
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g^ an Aft of the Faculty pafled, that they fnmli 
pr^luire and apply the Clyjiers with their own Hatid^ 
without having any Help in that Operation by their Ap- 
prentiees^ who Jhauld only be Standers-hy *. 
* A Nozarene who is fick is obliged to fufemit to 
the whole Ceremonial fettled between Mfctdapius't 
Children. He muft refolve with himfelf to die by- 
Rule. 

When the Phyficians, who are called to confuk 
about the Origin and Caufe of a Diftemper, have 
declared their Opinion, he who has the chief Car« 
of reftoring the Patient to Health, thanks his Bre- 
thren who are aiuply paid for' their Advice. He 
then remains fole Mafter pf the Field of Battle; 
he directs, he compnands, and a^Ss fovereignly, till 
the Na^arene's Diftempcr has brought him to the 

* The Phy^ciatts at Parity after a long Debate, ob- 
tained an Arret forbidding tlie Apothecaries to prefcribe 
to the Sick, and enjoining them tojcarry their Remedies 
themfelves: Renard h^s bantered this Difpute between 
the Phyficians and the Apothecaries in his Comedy of 
the Legatee f wherein he makes M. Cltftoret fay, 

lis *vottloitni ohliger tous nos Apotkaires^ 
'ji faife, y unettre en Place eux-memes leurs Clifteres ; 
Et que tous nos Garfons ne fujjent qu* ajfifians, 
. Ma foil ces Medectns font de <Vilawej Gens ! 
Jlm^auroit fait beau ^ooity aijeqve des Limettes^ 
Faire^ enjeune Aprentif ces konSHons Jecretes ! 

Which may be thus Englljhed: 

They would fain oblige all our Apothecaries not only 
to make their Clyfters, but to apply them; and that all 
Apprentices fhould only be Spectators. Verily, thefe 
Phyficians are ferry Men. It would be a fine S^ght 
i:;deed to tee me poring with my Spedades on my Nofe, 
CO perform thofe fecret Functions, like aTrentioe*boy. 

^ Brink 
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Brick of the Grave. He theo (bares his Authority 
■with the fpiritual Dtre6lor and Confcflbr. Thele 
4 Phyficians of the Soul obferve even more Formalities 
than thofe of the Body. As foon as they are called, 
they demand of the fick Perfons to, make a fincere 
'Confeffion of all the Ad^ions of their Lives ; when 
they think that a Soul has been ftained by any, they 
cleanfe it and purify it by magic Words, which 
they mutter in thj Ear of the Patient, and add fe- 
veral ftrange Geftures and Grimaces. After this, 
they afk the fick Perfons if they are inclined to 
give any pious Legacy to the Saints, and to the 
Priefts who ferve at their Altars, in order to infure 
their Proteftion in the Journey they are going to 
enter upon. There are few Nazarenes but what 
leave fomething in their Wills to feaft the Monks of 
their Quarter, for they would really believe they 
thould be damned if feme religious Society or other 
did not mutter fome Anthem after their Death, and 
tune fome Verfe in Favour of their Souls. 

When the Cdhfeflbr has made Provifion for the 
Support and Nourifliment of the fpiritual Paftors, 
he takes Care of the Patient's Family and Rela- 
tions, caufes fome Legacy to be left them, more 
or lefs according as he takes a Fancy to them^; for 
t!?e Power which a Diredlor has over a Nazarcm 
on his Death-bed is exorbitant. The Patient thinks 
every Thing well done, provided it be by Order 
of his Confeflbr, whom he looks upon as his Guar- 
dian Angel going to lead him by the Hand into 
the Heavenly Manfions. At hft when he has but a 
Moment longer to live, a Ceremony is performed 
for him at parting, of which I could never guefs the 
Reafon. A Prieft dreffed in a white Linqen Sur- 
plice, and a Piece of Stuff about his Neck three 
Inches wide, which falls down to his Knees, brings 
F 2 a little 
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a little Urn of Silver in which there is a very glutU 
nous Oil, wherewith he rubs the iick Man's Limbs. 
After this Ceremony, he rehearfes fome Prayer^ in 
Latiriy which the lick Ptrfon often does not under- 
ftand one Word of, and orders the Soul to depart 
the Body in Peace and quiet. This done, ^11 the 
Company retire in Tears, and no body is left with 
the Nazarene but the Prieft, who receives his laft 
Sign, and continues with him while he expires, re* 
peating fome Latin Prayers in Honour of the dying 
Perfon's Patron, whom he forewarns to be ready to 
receive the Soul as foon as it is fled, and diflogaged 
from the Shackles of the Body. 

If I did not know that the Nazarems believe the 
Soul to be fpiritual, I (hould imagine they mad^ 
\3k of this Oil to make it eafier for the fubtle Matter 
to detach itfelf, and to evaporate through the Pores 
which fuch anointing would open. " But the Naza-- 
renes are of Opinion that the Soul is meerly a Spirit 
breathed into Man by the Divinity. Therefore it is 
impo0ible for me to penetrate inta the Reafon of 
this Cuftom^ and indeed they have fo many that it 
is difficult to know the Caufe and Source of them 
all. I think always that I am thoroughly acquainted 
with their Manners, and yet I every now and then 
difcover feveral Things among tbem^ which I was 
ignorant of before. 

I was paffing by a Church of the Monks one 
Evening about nine o'C lock, and feeing a. great 
many Wonien come out of it, I had the Curiofity 
to know what they had been doing there ; and for 
that Purpofe I applied to a Nazarene of my Ac- 
quaintance who was then with mie. * Thefe Wo- 

* men, /aid he^ are juft come from their Retreat. 

* -Whaf do you mean^ /aid /, by coming from their 

* Retreat? Why, /aid he, there are certain Cqn- 

* vents 
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vents of Monks who cv^ry Year give to Wo- 
men, of whom they are their fpi ritual Diredlors, 
a Sort of Refpitc irom worldly Occupations for 
fifteen or fixteen Day» together. They meet fe- 
veral Times a Day to h'ear the Exhortations of 
the Direftor then in Vogue, who is commonly 
the Chief or Head of thofe pious Societies which 
the Monks call Congregations. Of thefe there are 
feveral Sorts, and for People of all the different 
Clafles, By this Means the Monks acquire great 
Credit, all the Affemblies being entirely devoted 
to the Orders by which they are conducted and 
diredled/ I faid to the Naxnrene^ * That I thought 
this- was a good Cuftom, becaufe the Reflexions 
which may be made during fuch a Retreat for 
fifteen Days, when the Mind is not diftradted by 
difiurbtng Ideas, may be ufeful, and tend to the 
Reformation of Manners. You are not well ac- 
quainted, faid he^ with the Nature of thofe AT- 
femblies; ihey are really Parties of Pleafure, and 
ferve rather to animate the Defires, than to fup- 
prefs them. A Woman in thefe external Ap^* 
pearances of Devotion finds an Opportunity of in- 
creafing her Aflignations, and (he who never 
ufcd to fee her Lover till after Dinner, fees him 
every Time aie goes to the Congregation, ' They 
who have not their full Liberty at Home, arc 
fure efpecially to take the Opportunity when their 
Hufbands cannot fufpeft them ; and 1 will warrant 
you that Half of the Women that you faw go out 
of the Church juft now, have already forgot all 
the Exhortations they heard this Day. What I 
tell you (continued the Nazarene) is mod ftriflly 
true, and fuch very frequent Afl'cmblies for De- 
votion are dreadful Rocks on which the Virtue of 
the Fair Sex is in evident Danger of Splitting. 

F 3 It 
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* It id a Cuftom with us to fend Miflions to all 
the Towns, to endeavour to reform the People, 
and incline them to Virtue. A certain Biftiop 
who complained fadly of the Women and Girls of 
his Diocefe, and who preached and took a worid 
of fruitlefs Pains to reftrain their Gallantries, re-< 
folved to have Recourfe to more efFeflual Reme- 
dies. He fent for four of the moft eminent Mif- 
fionaries, whofe Exhortations had immediately a 
furpri^ing EfFe<£l : By four o'Clock in the Morn- 
ing the Churches were full of People, who all 
promifed to lead better Lives than they had done 
before: And one would have thought that the 
Diocefans of this BiOlop were become Nine- 
viies^ Jio whom another Jonah was preaching 
Repentance. The Women and Girls were above 
all very affiduous at the feveral Aflemblies which- 
were held by Night ; and at Day-break the- 
Citizens' Wives, the Country Women, and the 
Ladies of Quality ftrove who-(hould be there firft. 
At length the Miffion being ended, the pious* 
Prelate thought that his Flock was faniftified for 
ever hereafter. At the Departure of the Mifliona- 
ries, the whole Town was in Tears, and the* 
young Women efpecially fe^med to be moflr 
grieved, which fo affcSed the Preachers that they 
promifed to return again next Year. But the 
Biihop was far from recalling them ; for at the' 
End of that Year the Hofpital had eight hundred 
Foundlings more to take Care of than before. 
The. Miffion was the real Occafion of this Multi- 
plication, for the Fair SeX were not negligent of 
the Liberty of going out at Night and Morning. 
Their Gallants were not taken Notice of at a Time 
which was fuppofed to be devoted to Repentance ; 
and Love, which never lofes it'sPrerogativcs,defeat- 
ed all the Exhortations of the good Miffionaries,who 

* probably 
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' probably made a Trip to fome other Town to fervc 

• the State as efFcdtually, and to repair the Preju- 

• Jfce occafioned by the Celibacy of the Priefts/ 

I thought what the Nazarene had told me was 
^leafant enough, but I was uneafy to fee how Men 
abuie the beft and moft ufeful Things^ to favour 
their Critoes. The French are not the only People 
who make Religion ferve as a Cloak for AtSliona 
that are the moft contrary to Piety. - All Nations 
and People, be their Faith what it will, make the 
moft facred Cuftoms and the beft eftablifhed Ufages 
fubfervient to the Depravation of their Manners. 
The Women in Turky only defire leave to go to the 
Mofques for the Sake of feeing their Lovers there; 
and there are many Tnrks that buiki a Chnpel for 
d^m in thoir Seraglro* There are fome too, who, 
to ihorten aU Ceremonies, make them believe that: 
tfcar Souls are mortal, and difpenfe with them from' 
praying to God. 

Fare thcc well^ dear Jfaacy and live content and 
happy. 

L E T T E R LV. 

From Aaron Monceca, at Paris, /^. 
Jacob Brito, at Venice. ^ 

I KNOW not, dear BriiOy whether the New^ from 
Corjica is fo much talked of at Venice as it is at 
Paris \ but what they give out here upon that 
Head is very furprizing and ha^^ly credible, if we 
had not evident 'Affurances of it. Is there any 
Thing, in fliort, fo extraordinary as to fee a Stran-* 
ger come to an Ifland from the Coafts of Jfrica^ 
F 4 and 
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3nd be owned as Sovereign by a People, and ac- 
tually received as their Deliverer, and thi§ too in the 
, Face of all Europe^ but forty or fifty Leagues from 
France and Italy^ and no Power^ feem to be con- 
cerned in it but the unhappy Genoefe^ who are in a- 
very perplexed Situation. Were one to run over 
all the Amadis^ I do not think, there is any Adven- 
ture fo romantic. I no longer , wonder that San^* 
cho Pancha had fuch firm Hopes of his being -King, 
of an Ifland. 1 perceive the Thing was not im- 
poflible, provided his Matter * could have given him 
wherewi hil to buy three thoufand Pair of Shoes, *• 
four thoufand Mufkets, and Six Brafs Guns ; for 
tha^t is the Prefent which the new King of Corjica 
has made to his People. He arrived at his new 
Government on board a Ship of Force, which, as 
they fay, carried Englijh Colours. He was dreffed 
in a fantaAical Manner, his Habit being a Medley 
of the various Modes of all Nations, His Robe 
was Turkijhy the Sword by bis Side was Spani/h^ 
his Peruke was Engiijh^ ^h\s great Hat Germarjj and 
ius Cane was of the Halbert Fafliion, like thofe^ 
'xkd by the French Beaus. He muft have fome 
Rcafon for fo whimfical a Medley. Perhaps he in- 
tends by his Drefs to denote all the Dignities with 
which he is invefted j for he aflumes the Titles of 
a Grandee of Spain, a Lord of England, a Peer of 
France, -Baron of the Holy Empire, and a Prince of 
the Reman Throne. His Sword a la mode de 
Spain fupplies the Place of the Golden Fleece ; his 
EngU/h Peruke that of the Garter ; ^is Halbert-Cane 
that of the Blue Stttng/y "his great German fafliioned 
Hat dervotes the Quality of Baron df the Holy Em- 
pire; and his great fcarlet Robe fignifies the Di- 
minutive of a Cardinal, or if you pleafe a Roman 
Prince. 

• Don ^ixote. 

Notwithftanding 
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Notwithftanding the Banters of the Public upon 
Baron Theodore I. the new made King of Corjicoy 
he has, fmcehis Arrival in that Country, reduced the 
Gemefe to a very dangerous State. He has taken 
the advantageous Poft of Porto Fecchio^ and the 
Town of Sarfena^ in which he found a great Quan- 
tity of Ammunition ; and if he goes on at thit 
Rate* he will foon be in a Condition to lay Siege 
to Bajliay and to take the Capital of ths Ifland from 
hjs Enemies. What is moft furprizing in all the 
Anions and Proceedings of King Theodore is, that he 
js in no want of Money. Before he came to Corfica^ 

La Nature maratrej en ces afreux ClirifftSj 
Produtfoit^ au lieu iOr^ du Per (jf des Soldats *. 

Step-Dame Nature in thefe hideous Climates, 
Inftead of Gold, Soldiers produc'd and Iron. 

Whereas now, there is not a Mountaineer in Cor- 
fica but can (hew a Piece of Gold. The Coins 
tbat are moft current in this Ifland are Sequln^^ 
Muriitonsy and Portuguefe Pieces. The Wizard by 
whom this adventurous Knight- Errant is prote<5^- 
ed, does not let him want for Money, and takes 
fpecial Care of the AiJairs of this new , Monarch. ' 
All Europe is really as much perplexed to know 
who this notable Magician can be, as it was at 
firft to know the true Origin' of Lord Theodore. 
Some faid that it was Prince Ragotjkl^ others the 
Duke de Ripperda^ and tbeir Reafon for thinking 
fo, was the Report that the L'>rd Theodore heard 
three MaflTes a Day. This is a Circumftance which 
I think might comport with the Bigotry of Ra- 
gptjkiy but it was ridiculous to imagine that the 
DMkc dc Ripperda cpuld turn a (launch Nazaren^ 

* CrehiUon in Rbadamiftus and ZenoHa, 
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at Morocco. If that were true^ I would advife the 
French io {tnd moft of their VhyfioXdins to iorbonne 
Dcdors to take a Turn there. 

The Name, Rank, and Quality of the new 
King, are indeed now no longer a Secret, all the 
World being agreed that he is the Baron de Ncu^ 
hojf^ born in the County oi la Mark^ and a Subjeft 
of the King of PruJJia ; but the Public is ftill at a 
Lofs to difcover who is that powerful Magician that 
fo handfomly revyards a Knight-Errant, ^nd that 
without putting him to the leaft Expence. But 
what would be the Ufe of fuch Reflexions as I 
might be capable of making on fo myfterious a 
Subjeftj Time will difcover the Secret, and No- 
thing but. Time can unravel fo extraordinary an 
Adventure, which the more we examine we are the \ 
more furprizcd at a thoufand Incidents that render 
it the more marvellous and romantic This Baron 
de Neuhoff^ now King of Corfica^ was a Year ago 
a Slave at Algter\ which is a Circumftance of his 
Life that he himfelf acquaints the Public with, 
by a Letter that he wrote in the German Tongue 
to one of Jiis Relations fmce his Arrival in his new 
Dcminions, Tou have not heord^ faid he to him, of 
the Misfortune I had to he taken at Sea hjl Tear, and 
carried to Algier as a Slave ; from ivhich^ however ^ 
though ivith very cenfiderahle Lcfs^ I have found Means 
to deliver my/elf) hut I mufl defer till another Opportu- 
nity to acquaint you of what I have fnce hy the Divine 
Favour acquired. 

Do not you think it plwfant, dear Bn/ff, to hear 
the Slave of an Mgeritie decline the owning' his 
Obligation^ for his Grandeur to any Thing but 
the Divine Favour; and that the Man who but a 
Year ago ran the Rift of being baftinaded for the 
leaft Fault, fhould now fay with an Emphafis, The* 
-idue I, hy the Grace of Gody King of Corfica and 

Baftia, 
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B^flia, t9, the Officers of our CmnctU and Courts of 
Juftite^ to our Senaiors^ Provedtiors^ Bailiffs^ Stew-* 
ardsy &c. Greeting. Thcfe are • ibe Frolics of* 
blind FortJunc which delights to raife a Man from . 
Nothing to the moft cliftinguilhcd Honours; and we 
often fee a Man preferred from the Dregs of the' 
People to great Employments. It is true there are 
few Examples of fo great and fuddcn a Rife as Lord 
^heodore'^S'y yet if we go fo far back as the firft 
Origin of Kingly Power, we fhal? find that the 
Men wha w^re defigned and elefted to command 
their Fellow Creatures, had no greater or more 
juft Prerogatives over the People, than Theodore has 
over the Corjicans, The Name of KiTig would to 
to this Day have been unknown in the World, if the 
common Inter«ft of Mankind had not forced them ^ 
tojveft the chief Power and Authority in a fingle Per- 
fbn. The Corjkai^s made defperate by xht^Genoffe^ 
have had Recourfe to a private Perfon to deliver 
them from Tyranny. If he reftores them to Li- 
berty, and frees them from Slavery, what fignifics it 
to them v/hat Condition he vvas born in ? 

Un Guerrier ginereux^ que la Vertu couronne^ 
Vaut hien un Roiformi par kfecours des Loix : 
Li premier qui kfut fC eutpour lui que ja voix^s 

• /. ^.' A generous Warrior crowned with Virtrie, 

* is as good as a King formed by the Help of the 

• Lawd : The firft Man that ever was a King, was 
^ only fo by his' own Voice. 

If we confider the Condu<Sl of the Corficans^ it 
does not feem to be a whit more ridiculous ; thejr 
reward their Benefador, they hoiK>ur their DeUr 
verer; why fhould it be ddeiiied criminal in them 
•10 pay. fcQiDage to Viitue, and to have Gratitude ? 
* Crebillcn in S emir ami s^ 

F 6 It 
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It is my opinion, they aft very judkioufly, and that 
all their Proceedings are regulated by good Senfe 
and found Policy. Whatfocver Credit and Autho- 
rity they have granted to their new Prince, they 
have nevcrthelefs given a check to the monarchical ; 
Authority ; 4ind ^heir Sovereign can lay no Tax nor 
Impoft Mpon them, nor publifli any new Law with- 
out the Approbation of his Grea( Council, which 
coufifts of eighteen Senators that jeprefent the States 
of the Kingdom. Lord Theodore has only the 
fame Prerogatives as Men granted to the fir A Sove- 
reigns t^ whom they ele^ed ; he commands th^ 
Armies, and does Juftice according to the Laws 
and Cuftoms of the Country, which he cannot 
- change without the Confent of the Natiop. In fliort, 
he has a great deal of Power to do good, but not the 
leaft Authority to do harm. 

May they perifh, dear Brlto^ who maintain the 
pernicious^ Maxim, that Men were only cteated blinds 
Jy to ferve a Jingle Perjon, , Nothing but Pride can - 
xpake a Sentiment gondown which violates all Laws, 
overturns the World, and feems to attack the Deity 
himfelf. The Laws were made before Sovereigns, 
who therefore are bound by them as well as their 
Subjefls, A priv^e Perfon who is wanting in Duty 
to his Country, and his Prince, is a dilhoneft Man ; 
aod a 'King who violates the Laws, and defpifes 
Juliice, is unworthy to~ command. 

Tj.ranny was unknown among Men, till the 
Time/^hen the Ambition of the Courtiers deiiied 
the Vices of the Sovereigns. 7 he Crimes of bad 
Kings rprung from thofe of their Subjefls ; Flat- 
terers poifoned the Majefty of the Throne, from 
wheoce they bani(hed real Grandeur to make Room 

f ThoQ jthalt be our Captain in War, and tkott flialt 
do OS Juftice. 

for 
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for chimaerical Honours, founded upon the Misfor- 
tunes of Mankind, 

Princes ought to mind Nothing but the good of 
their People to whom they are Fathers, or at leaft 
fapply the Place of fuch. The Patriarchs to whom 
they fucceeded were crowned Kings and Fathers of 
their Families by the Hands of Nature, they go- 
verned them by the Lawa of Nature ; and that wife 
Jurifprudence continued without Interruption, till 
Men became fo wicked as to Tiave need of written 
Law«, and of a Ktiig, who, though he had as much 
Power as the Father of a Family, had lefs Good- 
imture and Inclination to Pardon, Therefore it 
was Wickednefs that ihtroduced Sovereigns. If 
Men had always been juft, they would always 
have been free, and would have had no Neceffity 
either for Governors, Judges, or Advocates. ' But 
fmce it is neceflary that they (hould be reftrained by 
Fear, and fince they are fuch vile Slaves to their 
Paffions that they are only virtuous from the Ap- 
prehenfion of Punifhment, they are bound for their 
own Saices to grant that Power to one or more, 
which they might have fliared in the General among 
all. But he -whom they own for their Sovereign 
is obliged to fubmit himfelf to the Laws, becaufe 
he has no Power -but what is by virtue of thofe very 
. Laws by which Men are commanded to honour 
and obey thof^ who are trufted with the Gorera- 
metit of them. 

When a Prince violates the Rules of Jtiftice, 
w\\zt a pernicious Example does he not fet to 
his Subjects ? Does he not as good as tell them^ 

* That Faith, Oaths, and the moft facred Cuftoms 

* are Ties that may be broke with Safety ? Follow 

* my Example; be only wife and juft where yoi* 
£anhat be criminal with Impunity^' 

Mean 

N 
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Mean Time do not imagine, dear Brha that I hare 
a Thought of limiting the fovcreign Authority ; I 
am willing that Juftice (hould accompany it, in 
order to render it more refpedted. Is not Equity 
the Princi[de of real Grandeur ? and^ where there 
is a wife and good King, wht> is the Father of his 
People, and governs them in Peace and Plenty, 
has not fuch a one more abfolute Command of their 
Hearts than a Tyrant who is only ferved out of 
Fear ? 

Perhaps thou wilt a{k me, to what Degree I am of 
Opinion that Subjej(2s ought to be true to their Kings? 
I anfwtr. It h my Opinion that it is in noGafeJaw*- 
ful fof them to pafs Sentence upon the Man, whom 
God has fet over them for their Judge. .It is for 
that Almighty Being- to punifii bawi Kings. The 
Siibjedls ought to pray to the Divinity to reform 
their Tranfgreflions ; but content with lifting up 
their Handa to Heaven, if their Prayers arc not 
heard, they cannot rebel againft the Lord's Anointed, 
without enormous Guilt. 

God makes Ufe of wicked Sovereigns as of a 
Scourge like to a Peftilence or Famine. Tyrants 
are born for the PuniHtment of Mankind* We 
muft fubmit to the Hand of the Lord, who punifli- 
eth or rewardeth us according as we deferve. It was 
the Divine Wrath that made the Caligula's and thoL 
Nero's reign in Rome ; and the Exceffes to which 
thofe Monfters pufhed Things, were but a juft Pu*. 
nifhment of the Crimes of the Rofnans. 

It woiild be altogether as criminal an Abfurdityi 
to argue that a Man may rebel againft his Prince, 
as to offer to excufe the ridiculous Condufl of the 
Chinefi towards their Gods. While they expeiJf 
any Good from them, they honour arfd refpeft 
them J but whe;i they do not obtain thw Defires, 
they treat them with the utmoft Contempt. Jf^:!at 

ihou 
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thou Dog of a Spirit^ fay they to him fomctitnes, da 
uue lodge thee in a very fine Temple^ do we maintain 
thee in Clover^ while thou art well gilt ^ well p erf ^med^ 
and dojl thou refufe us the Favours which we defirt 
of thee ? Then they take a great Whip and laflx 
the Idol for ten or twelve Days luccefliyely. If dur- 
ing that Time they obtain their Requeft, they make 
feveral Excufes to it j Why^ fay they, Mr. Spirit ^ 
were you fo ohjiinate ; // is true that we Wire a little 
importunate^ hut when all is faid and done^ were not 
you in the Wrong to he fo hard-hearted a Deity ? JVljy 
would you fubjeSi your f elf to be beaten for the Purpofe? 
However^ ftnce what is done cannot be undone^ kt us 
think of it no more ; you^Jhall be re- adored^ you Jl^all 
be perfumed over again ^ and youjball have wherewith^ 
al to make excellent Cheer ^ provided you forget what 
ispafi*. 

A Chinefe who had one of the moft wilful and 
whimftcal Idols, being vexed at the needJefs Expcnce 
which he had laid out a long time upon it, and 
being unwilling to be the Dupe of fo ill-natured a 
Deity, be profecutcd him, and fummoned him be- 
fore the fovereign Council of Pekin, After feve- 
ral Seflions wherein the Bonzes made the beft De- 
fence that they could for the Idol, the Idolater 
carried his Caufe. The Court in regard to the Plea 
bf the Chinefe, and in Jujiice to the fame ^ condemned 
the Idol as quite Ufelefs in the Kingdom^ to perpetual 
Banijhment ; his Temple was razed to the Ground^ 
and the Bonzes who ferved at the Altar of the Idol 
were feverely punijhed ; only they were allowed to bring 
their Anions before other Spirits of the Province in • 
order to make thcmfelves Reparation for the Pupijhment 
which they had received for the fake of this f. - 

♦ Hiftory of Chinas torn, ii.p, 223, 
t Il^id* p. 224. 

As 
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As ridiculous and impious ,as it would. be to at- 
tempt to juftify Adlions To extravagant,, it would 
be altogether as criminal to argue that the People 
niay of their own accord do themfclves Juftice upon 
thofe to whom the Almighty has remitted jhe fover ' 
r^ign Power, and whom he has rendered accountable 
for it to himfelf alone. 

The Laws are the Judges of Men ; the Kings 
are 'the Executioners of thofe Laws ; and God is 
the fole Matter of fovereign Princes, 

Fare thee well, dear Brito^ and let me hear from 
thee oftener^ _ 



. LETTER LVL 

From Jacob Brito, at Venice, h 
Aaron Monceca, at Paris. \ 

T^Eli ICE^ my Aqxi Moncaca^ is not like moft 
^ of the Towns of Italy^^ which only furnifli 
general Reflexions upon the Manners of their In- 
habitants. The meaneft Sort of People at Venice^ 
tlie Women, the Priefts, the Children, all the fe- 
v.eral Claffes in this Countryare worthy of Notice. 
Iq rny former Letters I gave the« fome Account of 
the Goverment in general ; I (hall now enter into 
a little more circumftantial Detail of the particular 
Cuftoms. A 

The Noblemen when they appear In the Streets 
are alviJ'ays drefled in a Robe of black Cloth, which 
in the VVinter is lined with a grey Ruffet, and in 
the 'Summer with Ermin. Though Fur is not very 
feafonable in Italy in the Month of Auguft^ yet we/e 
they to drop down with the Heat they mull not . 
^ drefs 
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drefs otherwife ; for Majefty, Grandeur, and Policy 
demanding it, they have nothing more to do than 
to yield Obedience. Nor is it in this Refped only 
that the Vinetian Noblemen are Vidims to their 
Rank ; they are the fame almoft in every A£lion of 
their Lives. They are called by the Title of Excel- 
lency, and the Way of faluting them is to kils their 
Sleeve. The Elbow of this Sleeve is like a large 
S^ck, and commonly ferves as a Wallet to the Ve- 
netian Nobles when they go to the Market or the 
Shambles j fo that in this Sleeve, which is the Re- 
fidence of Venetian Grandeur, there is very often a 
Leg of Mutton and a dozen of Artichokes. This 
may appear ftrange to thee, but the Nobles go 
themfelves to buy their Provifions, without being 
attended by any Domeftic, and without being fa* 
luted by any, except fuch as arc of their parti- 
cular Acquaintance. They pretend to Wit, and 
to be excellent Politicians, but this is no more than 
what all the Venetians think of themfelves ; for in 
this Refpe<a the very Gondoliers, who are no more 
than Watermen or Rowers, will not truckle an 
Inch to the firft Nobleman ; and they boaft that 
no Undertaking is too difficult for them to fuc- 
ceed in. 

It is true, that a Gondolier will carry on a Love- 
Intrigue better than any body, and that he bring* 
it to a happy Iffue, whatever Difficulty lies in the 
Way. He knows all the lurmngs and Windings 5 he 
pretends to know the critical Minutes and the Back- 
Jiairs \ he has an Under/landing with the Abigails ; 
%e jurnijhes the Rope- Ladders t/)o ifther^ heOccafion: 
In fliort, he can give good Advice to the politeft 
Monks, and might be admitted, if he were in 
France^ to the fecret Councils of the Convulfiona- 
ries. In order to have a perfeft Idea of him, be-, 
lieve him to be as deceitful as a convuHlonary Jacv* 

, fenift, 
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ftnift, as artfu! as a Jefuit, as confident as a Cor- 
delier, as debauched as a Carmelite, and as hypo- 
critical as a young Abbe that lies upon the Catcl\ 
for a Benefice. 

The Carnival is the Time when the Gondoliers 
have moft Bufmefs, by reafon of the great Num- 
ber of Forci2:ners then at P^enlce ; but as foon as" 
Lent comes in, every body begins to diflodge ; hot 
only Tra^'eliers, but 'the Puppet-fhews, Srage- 
players. Bears, Monfters, Cdriofities, and Courte- 
zans ; that is to fay, fuch^ as come for t)evotion- 
f*ke from the neighbouring Countries : For they 
take care that thofe of Vtnice (hall not defert, they 
bt?ing deemed of too ^reat Importance to the Wef-' 
fijre of the Statow Thefe alfo ftudy Politics ; for 
their Profeflim^i though painful and fatiguing enough* 
in other Refpe^l^, ddes not binder them from ap*-. 
plying to it; dnd fome.of ihem have really made a' 
r%ure \h that Science. One in particular, who 
would faiA inwtate Soktiy and caft a Luftte upon the" 
Profeflion of Ladies of Pleafurc, caufed a ftately 
Chapel to be built out of the Money fhe had gained, ^ 
and dedicated it to one St, Magdalen the JEgypttan^- 
that had been- an infamous Harlot, juft as that Le-'* 
giflator of the Athenians built a Temple of Venus out 
of the Money which had been received by the com- . 
mon Whores. 

The Churches of this City are very b^utiful ; 
hut the Venetians give tbem fuch Nanfies, that one 
would think their Religion had a Mixture of the 
J^uoifli^ I know not whether it is their Indiflferencc 
for the Court of Rome^ that hinders them from in- 
v6king the Saints which it has canonized, butalmoft 
all their T6tnples are dedicated to our Patriarchs and ' 
ow Prophets. A Jew^ at his firft Arrival in this 
Country, is very much furprized to hear their 
Churches called by the Names of St. Joh^ St% Mofesy • 

ut« 
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St. Samueiy St. jffremiah^ St. Darnel^ and St. Ztf- 
rZ>^ry. The Monks who fervc at St. Jerem:ab''% 
affirm, that they have ftill a Tooth of that Prophets 
I enquired very ftriflly whether they had not iomc 
Horn of our Legiflator in the Temple of St* Mojts^ 
but I could not find they had ; nor whether in St. 
y<?^'s they had preferved any of that honcft Man's 
Scabs in fome holy Phial. A Fryar told me in Con-r 
iidence, that fuch Relicls were very uncommon 
and dear, the Court of Rome fellipg them at aa 
exceifive Price : So that, in all Appearance, there is 
nothing in the Temple oi Mofes but the Arms, LegSy 
and Jaws of Nazarene Saints ; and no Relics of 
the ancient Ifraelites in all Venice^ bi^t the finglc 
Tooth of the Prpphet Jeremiah^ which is kept in a 
Gold Cafe adornied with • Diamonds : It is fo big, 
that it feems to be the Tcx>th o£ a Horfe rather tbani 
of a Man ; at which the Monk who fliewexi it to 
me, told me. That I ought not to be (urprizedy 
becaufe the ancient Fathers were moch taller thaw 
wc are. 

This monftrous Tooth put me in Mind of another 
Relic, which a Friend of mine told. me he had feen 
in a very fine Church at Mwiicb : It is z Vertebnp^ 
or Chine-bone, as btg as that of an Elephant,, or 
fome other great Animal; and is held in fmgular 
Veneration throughout all Bavaria^ as being one of 
the Vertebra of the huge St. Cbrifiopber. 

Though the Mopks at Venice^ as well as in othev^ 
Countries, fet a great Value upon their Relics^ yet 
they feldom find any but among the meaner Sort of 
People, that are ready to believe all the Miracles 
which they afcribc to them. Perfons of Rank look 
upon thefe Things as Amufements, which arc abfo«« 
lutely neceflary for the Vulgar ; neverthelefs, if 
thtxQ ihoald ever baipjcn to be at Vtnicf, any Relics 
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fo troublefome as thofc of St. Paris are in France,, 
I do not doubt but the Senate would immediately 
order them to be thrown into the Adriatic Gulph, 
and very feverely puniih thofe that fhould offer to 
make them popular. The Republic having a Quar- 
rd fome time ago with one of the fovereign Pontiffs, 
the latter actually interdii^ed and fufpcnded the 
whole Clergy of Venice. The Senate commanded 
the Priefts to continue their Fundions. Mean time 
fome of the Fryar^ ♦ obeyed the Pontiff, but they 
were foon chaftifed for their Rebellion-againft the 
Orders of the Statt ;. for they were baniflied out of 
the Republic, and though recalled when the Senate 
and Pontiff were reconciled, it was only by Favour, 
and upon very hard Conditions. 

I formerly acquainted thee, dear Monceca^ in 
fome of my Letters, how dangerous it is in this 
Country to cabal againft the State, and with what 
Severity/the bare Appearance of this Crime is pu« 
aiibed. Great Rewards are given to thofe who in- 
form' againft the Difturber of the public Tran- 
quility, when the Intelligence is capable of being 
really ufeful. Informations and Letters, even from 
anonymous Hands, are attended to ; though it is true 
they make a prudent cautious Ufe of fuch Intelli- 
gence. There are in the Piazzas of St. Mark*s Pa- 
lace, and in feveral Parts of it's Galleries, the Muz- 
zles of certain Animals, in the Mouths of which 
any Perfon may put Letters as they do Money into 
a Box at Church for the Poor, with fuch Informa- 
tions as they think fit to give to the Inquifitors of 
the State. This is what they call Denuntii Secrete^ 
h e* Secret Information. But for all this, do^ not 
Imagine, AtdiX Moncecoy that there is any great Danger 

« The Jefuits and the Capuchin Fryars* 
^ - from 
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from fuch anonymous rnformation, and that it puti 
4iny Man in the Power of^his Enemy. The Judges 
who compofe the State Inquifition, are fo candid 
and prudent, that no body need to fear Punilhment 
if he is not really guilty. We do not find any Coun- 
try in the World, where Mankind is. fo free, as at 
Venice. The Armenians^ Jews^ and Greeks^ have the 
public Exercife of their Ceremonies. All the other 
Keligions are hkewife tolerated ; but they do not 
pretend to know that there are any fuch Aircmblies, 
ihey being held in fuch a prudent Manner, that the 
Senate has no Reafon at all to complain of them. 
The very Monks here have full Freedom ; they 
put on the Mafk when they pleafe at the Carnival, 
keep a Concubine, fing at the Theatre, and, in 
fhort, do what they lift, provided their Debauchery, 
or Devotion does not interfere with the Affairs 
of State. Thpre is no Similitude between the Max- 
ims of Venice and Rome^ but in the Protedion 
granted in both Cities to the Courtenans ; there bei- 
ing no People that lefs refemble each other, efpe- 
cially as to Matters of Supeiftition, and the Autho^ 
rity of the Monks. 

As to the Authority of the Monks, they tell a 
very comical Story here," which lately, happened at 
MeJJina. The Conful t)f Holland refiding at that 
Place, had a very pretty Daughter of fixt' en or fe- 
yenteen Years of Age, whom the Devotees took it 
into their Heads to make a Saint, faying, They 
could not bear the 7'hought that fo lovely a Creature 
ihould ever fall a Prey to the Devilj. To put her 
into the right Path, and to open the Way for her to 
Heaven, they refolvcd to perfuade her to quit her 
Parents 5 and, in order to render that Adion the 
more meritori< us, to rob them at the fame Time. 
They quoted five or fix 'S!)ani/h Divines to her, who 
gave leave to a Daughter to rob her Father when 

he 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ii8 Tie Jewish Spy. Lct.:56^ 

he was a Protcftant, and when (he left him to retirt 
to a Monaftery. The )t,ung Woman, after fome 
Conficeration, being ^convinced of the Pietjr and 
flandtity^f the Robbery, only wanttd an Opportu- 
pity to put it in Execution. Two reverend Capu*- 
chin Fathers lent her their Affiftance ; they went 
often to the Collcfiion that was made at the Con- 
ful's Houfe, who gave them Alms, very far from 
imagining what a Trick they intended to put. upon 
him. Mean Time the Difciples of St. Francis car- 
ried ofFfomc Apparel, or other Things of the young 
Catechumen's every Day ; and for this purpofe the 
iarge Wallets in the Sleeves of their Robes were of 
very great Service. At lafl-, when they had packed 
up all the Cloaths, the new Convert ftole a Purfe 
full of Pieces of Gold, and eloped. It was not 
long ere her Parents heard of her. No pne can ex* 
prefs their Surprize when they knew their Daugh- 
ter*s ProjeA, and the Caufe of her Efcape ; bjut 
their only Remedy was Patience. 

The new Saitit was admitted a Nun ; and (he 
made a Vow never to entertain a Love-Paflion, but 
to be obedient to the Humours of a fantaftical old 
Shrew, and to keep no Money, but to give it all 
to the Fryars *. 

For near Three Years together the whole Talk at 
Mrjfwa was- about this Holy Convert ; a Colledion 
had been already made, which amounted to near an 
hundred thoufand Crowns, the Sum neceflary for 
•canonizing her after Death. Many a Frvar, when 
in the Pulpit, u fed -her Conveifion as a Pretence to 
declaim againft all the Na%arene Proteftants : They 
foretokl the entire Ruin of England and Holland -y 
and adlually ^^eftoWed fome Compliments and Rheto- 

• The three Vows of the Nutis, are Clwiftity, OSedi- 
ence, and Povert)^. 

rical 
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rical Floufifbea on the Prctcntder, affurirrg him that 
he would be placed on the Throne as foon as God 
"bad put all ^it-Bnglt/h to Death, as a Punrflmtent 
for their Rebellion ; io that it would be th'en in his 
Power to carry over as many Monks with him as he 
pleafed, who would alfo be of great U/eto re-people 
the Country. 

While this bleffed Nun was the Talk of all Stclfyy 
while every Mother was quoting her for an Exam- 
ple to her Daughter, when they were ready as it 
were to cut out her old Cloaths into Scapularics 
and Relics, fhe vanifhed all on a fudden. It was 
thought at firft that ftie was concealed from human 
Sight bv a Miracle, while (he was converfing with 
St. Roji or St. CJara ; but fmce flic di<l not appear 
again, it was the Opinion of an able Divine, that 
^s ihe had for fome Time part no more Grace than 
what was barely fufficient, ihe had played fome Ffo- 
•lic, that Sort of fufficient Grace not always fufficing^ 
and that they muft wait for a Motion of efficacious 
Grace to produce her Return. Though the Divine 
Teemed to talk rationally, the Tnquifitlon thought 
4lf« Reafoning dangerous, and he had like to have 
"been feverely punifhed for a JanfchifV. As for the 
*fair S/iint, flie rettirned to Holland in a Rotterdam 
Veflel ; and, in order to make Ufe of efficacious 
"Grace, (he obeyed the firft Commandment of God, 
and begged Pardon of her Family for her Difobe- 
dience. The Bifhop b?ing mortified and touched 
• to the Q^nck, when he heard that one of his Ewe- 
Xambs was ftrayed, alarmed the whole 'City of 
M^Jftna ; and it was as much as the Got'^ernor him- 
■felf coul do, with all his Authority, to protect the 
-Conful's Perfon ; for his Houfe -was fearched all over, 
and his Domeftics examined. But after a great deal 
of Enquiry, the Bifliop was forced to arm hi nlcif 
with Patience, and to make himfelf a^ enfy at the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



jtao The Jewish Spy. Let. gy], 

Elopement of his Nun, as the Conful was for tb^ 
Rape of his Daughter. 

Fare thee well, dear Monaca^ and let mc hear 
from thee. 



r-^<*r--^*i^M?t4*i^ 



LETTER LVIL 

From Aaron Monceca, at Paris, fi 
Jacob Brit Oy at Venice. 

THY Letters upon the Manners and Cuftoms 
of the Venetians^ gave xXit a real Pleafure. I 
admire their Wifdom in fetting fuch narrow Limits 
to the Ambition and Fanaticlfiti of the Monks ; but 
the Rule which I think the moil rational of all, is . 
that, which exempts fuch Books and Writings as are 
printed and publiihed :m the Dominions of the 
R^puSlic, from.tthe CognizarFCe of any of the 
Ecclefiaftica! Tribunak whatever. That is a fure 
Method to keep .thfe People always in a State of 
Independancy, and. to give them an Averfion to 
Superftition. . ; • . 

The Ideas of the moft illuftrlous Men become 
common to every private Man, and the Learned 
do not lofe their Time in endeavouring to perfeil 
the Undecftanding of all their Fellow-Citizens, 
when the Liberty of Inftru&ing is lefi; to the one, 
and that of Improving .to the other. The Ambi- 
tion of the Monks, and^ their Care tofupprefs every 
thing that might be pleaded againft tbem, have de- 
;prived us of a thoufand Matter- pieces. How many 
excellent Books were either entirely' fupprefied or 
caftrated by the Bigots, before Printing was in- 
dented ! 
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-vented ! Wc ought to think ourfclvcs happy that 

this curious Art has put a Check to their Knavery. 

Had Books been ever (6 little a- while in their 

Power, we (hould fcarce perhaps have had any other 

Hiftorians or Authors, than fome nrirerat^e Naza^ 

renc Scribblers. The Cdttfortrnties tf St. Frands ta 

Jefus Chrift, and the Jmais of fome Monks would 

4iave taken the Fhceof Titus Livyznd 'Salhift: And 

-if a fovercign Pontiff codd iiave had his WiH, 

•that firft-rate Writer, the Prince and Monarch of 

•Hiftorians, would have been intirely fuppreffed. 

That Pontiff, named Gregory ^^ condemned thfs 

Work to the Flames. What a Misfortune would 

it have been to Mankiftd, dear Brito^ if thisGr/- 

^ory's Cotemporaries had been as mad as he was 1 

Malice and Hypocrify.are the moftmortal Enemies^ 

of Learning, which enrages them.becaufe it takes 

'off their Maflt, and fliews their Deformity. 

When Mankind feemed to have forgot the 1?fe 
of their natural^ Reafofl,^hc Monks and the Pricfts, 
who were the only Perfons that copied* the Mami* 
•fcripts, fold them at an exceffive 'Price, and tooic 
rCare to ftrike out 'every Thing that mi^t give any 
Light into their Frauds. They would undoubtedly 
•have wholly ffupprefled certain Books if wriiad not 
' prevertted them : For being fcattered dirough sfll 
'Greece and Itdtf^ we had thofe MSS. as weU as 
they^ and it being impoffible to hide them in« 
'•tirely, they contented themfelves with taking out 
•whole Pieces, and ftibftituting ofthers fometimes in 
their Room. We even to this Time fee daily Ex- 
amples of thefe Moiikiih Superftttions ; oxtt iralf 
of the Wx)rk8 of Horetei Juvenal^ Ovrdy ffc. is 
^wanting in the Editions which have "been puUHbed 

* Gregory I. famamed the Great. 

Vol. n. G -by 
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hy the Monks : And if fevcral others did not pre-' 
fcrvc thoie Maftcr-fuoces entire^ we fiiould quickly 
']6fe thofe laft Treafures of Aatiquity for good and 

I own to thee, dear £r/#^, that I cannot imagine 
how Lucretius happened to connre xiown to us intire^ 
J do not know who were the Tranfcribers that were 
fo cxa£i in . preferving him. If they were ibe- 
Monks that we are obliged to for it, I heartily for- 
give them for one Quarter of their K/iaveries j not 
that I approve of that Poet's pemiciQus Sentiments 
concerniag the Deity j for, dear 5Wito, may thofe 
(perifli who have not the .profoundeft Veneration for 
the Divine Being : But the Reft of bi$ Works k fo 
convplete, fo beautiful, and, fo ^iyerfified^ that it 
would have be^n a &d Thi^gtoJiay^beepdepriTed 

.. . *. . »<r , 

, P^r^mus ^e alfo tranf- 

W^ have Hkewife rcco- 

ts of feveral Authors ; and 

Ve fo happy as to difcover 

without ^y Cbafms^ and 

afTured my many People, 

IS this laft Hiftorian coqp- . 

/e heard this Fa£i affirmed 

,as true by a great many f^ple, but I can afTure 

thee that I know the' contrary, and can fpeakof it 

* vrith a great deal of Certainty, 

Lewis 1S\V. always vigilant to promote his own 
Glory, was willing that the World fliould.be obliged 

* to him for all the Works of Titus Livy^ i£ it is true 
that they could be come at ;. .and he fent to M. de 
Ferioly his Ambaflador at ^e Porte, to offer any 
Money for the Titus Livy which .W9S faid to. t)e 
in the Library of the Seraglio. M. de Fetiol ap- 
plied to the Vizier, who fpoke. aboitt it to the 
Grand Signior. , The latter made fome Scruple, for 

« . — they 
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tiiey tboiigbt'tbcn at fke Pcnte that it was nel pro- 
<per for the MS. to be compsred asid exatntoed whe^ 
^ber>it wa8 mor^ooii^lete thanlhe Work we hav6» 
M. /i^ Feriel wasnoCkliiboiifaged at the Mtfcarriirge 
•©fthe firft Attempt, *wt got ibiftebody to fpeak to 
the Librarian, and oISm^ htm a hundred thoufand 
Crowns if be would only tie ploafed to 1^ him have 
the MS, for a Time, and .give Leave for the tran- 
scribing of fuch ' Pafiages -^ were wanting in the 
printed Copies of that Hiftdrian*; wliich done, the 
Bocdcmight have*beeti replaced in t4>e Library, and 

' the Pafeges flote out #iot perceived.. This Propofal 
prod^iodfly pleafed ttie Librariiln, who thought a 
tiundied^ tboufand Crowns worth Ws Acceptance, 
and promifed to ddivcr the Book j tut the Cream 
^fiiie Jcift was, khz^ s^dr a pt^ deal of Search, there 
vras^otfucili MS. to be found. So far was a Titus 
Lhjy from behv^ foiu<i4 Intire among the Grand Sig«* 
Dior's Blft>lDi, inUt tbe»e 'Was not (b much «s one of 
the Co^es to te found which we bave of that Au- 
thor, or at' fcaftvf -there was, ibe Librarian did not 
thmk -prapet to declare it* Being forry tbat he did 

^<K>t tottffh. the iniiidred eboufand Crowns, he made 
Anfwer that after a Seatch be did not find what 
was wanted. I know that ft may be fuppofed that 
tte Librftiitn after T«^fte£ting upon ^ Haeard which 
lie ran, mght alter his Opimon. This indeed is 
not abf<^tely impoffiUej but I Jenow on the other 
Hand that an hundred thoufand Crowns muft be an 
«xtraord«mvy Tbmptatiofi toa?Vr^, who is ufcd to 
fun aH Riiqties for Money. 

What is wmting of tlws Hiftorian is fo much 
regretscdwi fir4mei^ tbat I am fure two hundred thou- 
landCpowfts would not^je grudged there for a com- 

. flete Copy t)f htm, and the Money would , eafily 

come ki again, by Sabfcrtptions from feveral Gen- 

G 2 tlemen 
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tlem^i o^ the Kin]^om»' vrbo ^catld be' witling to 
have Copies of f;be fame. . 

Wouldeft thou think, dear Brii9i that in a Coun* 

S where good Autbor9 are (o much valued, the 
mks have neverthekfs foulid Means toeilablifli a 
Sort of Inquifition againft Bookfellfng? Allfiodcs by 
which they think themfelves hurt, are profcribed 
and prohibited under grievous Penalties^ , They 
enjoin Penance in the Confeffion-Chairs upon thofe 
who read thern^ and ftir up the Ma^tftrates to join 
^with them. It feems as if it were more dangerous, 
barely to write in a Book that a Monk is commonly 
a Knave,, than to publiib a Syftem of Atheifm, or 
any Work £ontra bonos mores. But for all the Buftle 
they mak^, as fopQ as a Book is printed in any Part 
of Eurcpe^ if \t be good for -any Thing it is im- 
mediately fold at Parisj and iooner too than in 
any other Part of Eufpi. The Pjro|iibitions, iflfued 
to hinder the Sale of them, do but raife the Price 
and promote the Vend joi them to a very great 
Degree ; for the Hawkers Uke Care to furnifli the 
Beaux, the Lawyers, and the Counters with them ; 
the very Ladies are fo fond of reading pnofaibited 
Books, that they have them brought to their Toi« 
lets as Appurtenances ff> their Dreftng.; and while ^ 
the Milliner is employed in er£^hg the galiwa Edifice 
cf their tialr^ fome well-beloved Friend, fine Gen^ 
tleman, or a lA)ver, reads certain Pages with an au^ 
, dible Voice. 

Thou wilt perh^p^ be curious to know the princi- 
pal Motive of the Perfeeutibn againft B<k)ks, and 
which are thofe that ari? jmoft feverely profcribed. 
Though all Pieces that h^ve a Tendency to cure tha 
People of Super ftition are generally prohibited, yet 
there is not fo much Care taken to hinder the Sale 
Qi them, as of thofe which favour Janfenifin or Mo-t 
J Jinifm; 
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hmto ; and thougti^ thtf ean ilo more ftop the Vend 
of the latter thaa of the former, yet they do what they 
can to fupprefs them. I o^n, dear Brita^ that ic 
would be for the jHfMiC Service that thoTe Works 
were fupprefled, wbkh dr^ eommbnly but a Series 
of loipoftures, Cs^umnie$, and grofs Railing. The 
Janfenift Authors cfpecidl^ are famous for Difputeai 
of this Kind, for when Argv>nents fail them', they 
fiipply the. WaiiCt)v8f*of with ^Inyeaive. They give 
extravagant Pay to a Man \^ho twice a Week pub- 
lishes a printed * Sheer throu^out Europe^ in which 
be is obliged to obtiuv^'evety Man who does not 
believo.thatthd Water in which a Pteceof St. Paris's 
Slippers has been boiled, is a^'Cure for all Sorts of 
D^emperl. 

I have often mentioned the Molinifls and the 
Janfenifb to th^j biit never told thee that it is im- 
poffible to live in thti Country, without efpoufmg 
eitberthe oiie or' tfaie other. Such is the Spirit of 
GaballiAg-that prevaits^at Airfr, that were ^ Man of 
Spinofa*9 led he cannot be neuter. The Janfenifts 
and the MoUntfltf reftife none ; diey do not oblige 
fudi as^ aens adflltitted into their Body, to make Pro- 
feffion of their Faith at Entrance, and only demand 
that they fwcar a moftal Hatred to their Adverfaries. 
Notwilhftandmg the Neeeffity there is for a Man to 
lift bimfelf untbr one of the two Standard», I muft 
tell thee, dear Brtia^ that I have thought myfelf 
obliged to look with very great Indiflference on the 
Difpiites of a Religion of which I. think the Princi- 
ples bad. Neverthelefs, though it is well known that 
I am a Jew bom at Conftanttnopk^ unknown to the 
Jefuits, that I am a Man of no Ambition, and take 
no Pleafure but in the Study of Philofophy, yet twa 

f Thi Nouville^Bcckfiafiifueti, 

Gj ^ 
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•r three *P«rf«na wW are tHf fmnHiar Agd^miotiuma 
here^ have tik^n k into their Heads tlttt I am s^ 

St. Paris: T^u ^pin^mukpm oi$ A^rvdes: lit 
OmmiJwrmruSf' in. ym^ Ofmm% an Faiaius jbalt 
ougk to bi fig^J$ 0^ G^ik^ TJh Jh^ikftm^Jxp 
yokLy whici p^quid arijk^ Jhm tbi fistigm,. fi^nn ^bk 
Bajlinadoy and: fimm ih^ pmnffit E^urcifi^ • 9/ rowingy 
^fg^f P^^ ^fi Jboff JHkmm'^ winck j^ating- im 
tbikr Shod oaafisin tMf. Phrnasi^ Tom wmJd font 
f$$ tbi Abhi Bdcheran mdtbsCbivalier Follsird m/a^ 
fMrpb&fod int9 Qa/feyhSia/tmi r$m»r tbm £mj/S» by m 
u£cm Pefumsi tuferafid im' 0/I tbt PiVUrf tbe Me* 
diterraneao. ff^bH^ X^lkd. h- is .tit u^fitu^ ibtdt 
Impojiuri nutf be punijbed tbe Jame Thing as, fr fp$6 tba^ 
U$tr$i and JM^km $n^ H dfiMf Fenv dear 
JSnift?, tUs) in ilm tf iM ?idW« 9i thsL Jaafenifa awt 
theMdteift%. The (JMifwicapp dt<ag«QiiftI»ye>flfaM^ 
The Utter ^r9i 4(vouredi \lycA Lyft for Lhrniwrn^ 
woA a Thif^ fi^e fieve^g^ Th^ are aU^e^ihl]^ tiy 
bedrcadfdfiWtth««^it4l»Me:iItfe«eiit. / 

The J^(teift i^i!lHNMJtr«dt».aii4aiS«<aftc(si hta 
Oadtfe^ %mi ftK;hs^ll^ S«farit ofi IbdbeUipii 3ad Sefift«; 
tion wKh ^ Di^thei^'^ MHib. The: frrft W^jd& 
whi<^ h^l9arfis^.tPt)|)iHil$ai^ IttHfuftwoftJuid Scsndbl 
ajpinft thp*. Pqii^»^.i 9^ thr t6let»; Ioj gmm. duft 
i9or#rhebd^^di#m« U«4«thew^^ 
of Q>iftahe« Fitotyytecpnooak dth^k TmAd^figuomas 
Mind. Bake a. wkke4 ^Menmv » r^beUioua Suhn. 
jc^, a perftdiou^ Printtdk % Parent withottt Frkndk 
^fUp, i^e« Woi^«i whiiidti he 10 eternally repeaowK 
fecve ifolr SL(i?i^c^% PretMt t^ aft hit. CrifiBes*. 72« 
i:/^ii*riii. ^ $kf G^Mkim CbmtA b^ tho Cabajaftical 
CftOt qC tb« laeiMftsLSflA. These ace n» odiova. 
Sins which tnofe Words do not cancel, and which 
they do not aJUa a«^bmi«« 

Th<^ 

V * . ^ 
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The aihWtioiM Moltnift want>s- to comaiaiHl 
•wherever he comes, tike the high Winds ho^ 
overturns whatever- makes Refiftance, and l|>«refl^ 
whatever yields to hi»K He femifhes the haughty 
Janfenift hy a Better de Cachet. In vaiit is M 
ftpported by the Gity and the Frovincei^j fop Mice 
the Oak, whoft deep Ro6^ caiwtot fave it fW>f!* 
being overthrown by a Storfl>, he periflles ; whiler 
the Libertine, the Atheift, and the Debauchee, 
which like f&ebte Reeds bend and ftem to yield, 
are fafe, and perfe6Hy tvajiquil. It h not the Crinw^ 
nor the Criminal* wbich the ft^ofinift- hates^ but^ 
the Rh^al of hi* Qre^tnefs, or wha« may become* 
ftich. l^BoP^f^fim is innocenfr'in hfe Si^i, as iporv 
as he isf in a Capaekjf- of being- hurtful to hhrK 
Too much Learning and * Vktue attra^ Ms Hatreds 
He is for fewer good Q|»aKt»e»^ and more Obe-* 
dience. He is goQd^natured, fin^fe^ -pc^ke^ Com« 
plaifant, and' a downpi^ht hdncft Man wiheti alpnei* 
but when he a£ts in concert Wtth his Brellhrenji ha 
is proud, -hairghly) ilifbpportabie, a Tyrant Mid a ' 
Perfecutor. One half of the Misfortunes of this 
Kingdom i& owing ta dm hvfAnmn <^dMl wba 
are now called Molintfls. They formerly perfe- 
cuted the $1^9^^^^ tP yf}^6^^ f^tano^ y[4.s obliged 
for her Qlpry* ; for they had placed the greateft 
King in the l7nivier(e uppn^ her Tbron6> but Wic-4> 
■kednefe plMcked hi^ fy^f)^, itv an^ ^^ Cqipfi^iju^ce 
of that Wi^kednefs was the I^in o^ that Mo-^ 
narch's B^nefeftors. 

Thou pcrceiyeft, dear jBr/ft, the. Jiidgn^piit tba| 
ou^t^to be. formed! of the Sefls of the Janfeiiiftf 
ainrf Molhiifts. The Membejs of the £t^ are dan- 
gerous, and thofe pf the fecond ace no left fo, 
&e very Moment diat they a£t in conunon and 

• The Froteftants^ 

■ ■ - G4 
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in a Body. But after all^ thou, wilt conceive a falfe 
Notion of the Fr^mb^ if tbou d^ imagine, that-x 
cither thofe who i>re here called Ablinifisy or thofe 
Ivbo are called Janfimfii^ are n^uch difturbed dt 
tbofe. CaMs. Thefe Names are aflumcd here, 
as I told thee, becaufe it is the Fafliion to declare 
either for the one Party or the other. Therefore 
whe» I talk to^tbee of the Molinifts and the Janfe<^ 
pifts, I only mean them who are at the Head of 
thofe Seds, who foment Diviiion in the State, and 
abufe the Goodnefs, Leni^, and Clennency of their. 
Prince. ' If ever a Pnnce is pardonable for too much- 
Severity, it is when Aich Severity tends to make his 
Subjeds perfeAIy eafy. If in the Beginning of thofe- 
Troubles the Janfenifts had been feverelyr punilhed 
for their Refileflheis, and the MoIiniflSfhad been 
checked in iheic Ambition^ every Man might have 
thought what he pleafed both of Jmfinm and Mo^ 
Una\ and perhaps by this Time« neither o&them- 
would have been remen)bered.N 
Fare thee weU^ disar ^rito^ and go on to jprofper^. 

LETTER LVIIL 

From Aaron MohgegAi at Paris, /^. 
Isaac Owis, a Caraitey at Smyrna^ 
formerly a Railt, iit Conftantinoplc. " 

I WAS glad, dear Ifaacy to hear of thy Arrival at^ 
Smyrna^ where, thanks be to the God of out 
Fathers, thou art fafe from thdfe Dangers to which 
thy Change of Religion did'expofe thee. As foo&, 
as thou art arrived at Cairoy let me hear from thee, 
and make me perfg^Uy eafy inmy-Mind.^ 

_ The 
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The Particulars which thou gaveft me of the 
Impoftor Sabbathai have confirmed me in the Opi* 
nion, that T ought to place' no Confidence in» 
and give no Credit to. Things which I do not know 
from full Evidence. An old Merchant of Pro^ 
veme^ to whom I (hewed thy Letter, and who in hif 
Youth fpent feveral Years at Smyrna^ toH me upon 
the Mention of Sabbatbaiy a very pleafant Adventure, 
which" happened to a Couple of Engltfimm who were 
fettled at Cdnflantinople. Thfy had advanced con- 
fideraUe Sums to certain jewsy and ''were afraid 
diey {hould lofe their Money. • While they were 
tineafy'to have it again, Gurrofity on the one Hand^ 
and Intereft oh the other, determined them to car- 
ry their Complaint to ^Mathai Seviy when he was 
a Pnfoner in the Caftlc of the Dardanelles, The 
Impoftor heard them with great Gravity and Good- 
nature, and by the following Letter ordered the 
Jews to pay them. ; 

LETTER, 

To ym sf the Jewtfli Nation^ who wait the Coming 
of the MefEah, atid the Salvation of Ifrael, Peace 
without j^nd, 

< . T A M informed that you owe Money to feveral 
•X Englijh Gentlemen: We think it but juft to 
f- order you to pay your Debts ; which if you re- 
^ fufe to dO| and are difobedicnt to us in this In- 

* ftance, know that you fliall not enter with mc 

* into my Kingdom.* v 

The Ehglijhmen thanked Sahhathai Sevi in Terms 
of gre^t Refpe£l, and taking Advantage of his Im- 
pofture, and the Jews Wcaknefs, they had their 
Money again. 

G5 There 
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Thqre bapfMCoed aoolbor coonic Scene to &$Sf^ 
thai &v/ during hi& InfcUomncnt, wktch proved af- 
terwards ki) intire.Ruia^ajQddifcareKed bis Knavery.. 
Qnz,Nib€mab Cohm^ a Jav^ ihat underflood the lu- 
hrew^ Sjriac^ zni Chmam LaQg;uagess and was 
9S well verfed in Htm Cabala oC the KabUes ^^Sak- 
hthai bimfelf, was oovetoua of a Shaie in tbe Re^ 
putatioflof tbac lopofto^ and tbcrcibre de^dai 
Conference witb hiin. Their ConvecTation waa 
^t firil venr tranquii, but after having tried in vaia 
|o fettle Matters on Hicb. a Footing at might he 
agreeable to botbt the; grew warm and fell into % 
violent Paffion. U it wot trwy faid Cohm^ tbat 
according tot the Striptwfss thin are te he twe< Meffi^ 
abss the frft peer^ de^d^ Preacher of Ae Law^ 
a Servant of the Second^ and his Fereruwter ; thf 
Sicond^ riehy powetful^ and vi£iorie»^? J am eenUntf 
continued he^i 4o be Bea-^J^phraim, #r the poor 
Mcffiab? ff^t Prejudice is this to joar Glory t 
Will not you he as muco Meffiah the Conqueror ? . Af- 
ter many Debates, Saihathai Sevi confented that 
Cohen fhoald be the poor Meffiah \ and their Dtf- 
.}Hite was jufl at an End, when Cohen thought fie 
to reproach Sahbathai Sevi for having been too 
hafty in gtvfng himfelf but to be the powerlol lie/' 
jSahy before he, the poor Meffiah^ that was to be his 
Forerunner, had made himfelf known to the 
World* Sahbathai took it amifs that Cohen (bould 
be fo forward as to criticlfe his Condu£l. / e<r- 
Jhier you, faid he to him^ you are not^ and neve^ 
Jhall be Ben-Ephraim. And /, replied Cohen, ca^ 
finer you in my turn, and prontifi yon that I wiU bin-- 
der you from being owned as Ben-David, Then the 
Difpute grew hot between thefc two Impoiftors, 
and from hard Words they proceeded to Blows; 
The Turks who had the Guard, of Sahbathai Sevi^ 
and who had heard this pleafant Converfation by 

liftening 
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Kftening at the Doqt <tf hk Pfifoiit ra^n and fep^^ 
•rated the Combatants. Ooien toek a qniok Re** 
veogo) (or be toM th« chief Mkufion at ike Porte^ 
^t Ibibiatimi Am gained Qfound dailji upon tko 
Affeaioos of the ^fmw, who had the fame Efleeon 
for J»im as ever, notwithftanding his Knavery ancl 
Impoflure. We ba^e c^ten had Monfters among 
HSy who hf abttfinff the Credulity of their Bre- 
thren, in order to fatisfy their Amnion or their 
Anorioe, have affiimed the Title of J>fA'ci/r«pr §f 
tbi Jewtfli UatHMy and the aoguft-Name of tM 

In the Reign of the Emperor Tkt^AJiks tKf 
Younger, there was a Jew in Candia who did out 
Nation much more Mifchief than this vile Im^ 
poftor Sakhathoi. This J^w csdled bimMf Mafef^ 
ana he affirmed that he was the yery Pro)p^ec 
Ahfeswiio condu^d xbei IfrMiUm in theWiMer' 
nefsy 9nd refcu^d thenn from the Egyptian Bomb- 
age. He fpent a whole Year^frpm Place to Place 
in the Ifland of Gandhi where he prAaphed tn all 
the Synagogues, and promii^d all the ^^r, of 
whom ' there were great Numbers in that Iftand^ 
to carry them over Sea without a Ship, and to 
4ead them into the very Heart of JuiUoa^ with« 
out fo much as wetting their Feet. 'Yint Day 
•was afiually fixed for their fetting out, wheh be- 
ing followed by a vaft Multitude of People, be 
went to a very high Beach > and commanded thofe 
that were foremoft, to caft their felves into the Sea 
as foon as they came to the Brink of if, without 
any Fear, afluring them that they would run no 
* Danger. The fiily People deluded ^ this Villain, 
aAualiy threw themfeives headlong into tht Sea, 
where they had beeii juftly puniHied for their Cre- 
dulity, if tome Fiihermen ths^t happened to be there 
at the Time, had not favcd them from the Waves, 
. ^ .G6 and 

Digitized by VJOOQIC _ 



i3« Tie JEWISH B?Y. Ltu^Bi 

and hindered thofe that cme upon the Htels of the 
others from following thdr Example. 

Our Nation is not thet ohly oney dear IfiMcy tloit 
kis been abufed by Impeftors. Where is tte King^ 
dom* where the Keligioh that has. not been pro*. 
ihi£ihre of Seducers-? The Naianms ought nctf to 
itpbraid us wkh oar iaUe Mt£wb$: Have notttey 
People anong them every Day, who under thePre-' 
fence of Religion, and the .Veil of Piety, phtnge 
them into the wildeft Errors ? SMatbai Sim nevei 
made io muck Impreffion upon the Minds. of the 
Jtws^ as St. Paris hz» done upon the Frnub. No 
Ifiraeliti vni ever fo much infatuated and blinded, a^ 
to miftake the Fits of Phren^y fin: the vifible Marks ' 
of the Griice of God, employing a Parcel of Mad« 
men to declare his Holy Will. We have fome- 
times placed our Belief in Men that promi&d us 
Things that were tempting \ and fuch.Pkaiure has 
their I)oQrine given \x% tlutt w,e have even helped 
to deceive ousfelves'. But they who feduce.the 
Nio^enH^ preach Nothing to^them but Troubles and 
Calamities; aU the Coavulfionaries zt Paris foretel 
the End of the World, the dethronings of die Poni- 
tiffs, the Deftru^tioaof States : . So that a Man muft 
liave a ftrong Biafs to Faaaticj£n^ to chufe fiitdl 
Prophets for his Guides. 

I know, ^dear Ifitoii that every Thing that is ex« 
traordtnaiy ftrikes and captivates the Minds of the 
People; tbougb the Namrem Popifli Countries ztt 
fluOrr fubjeA to Superftltion dian others, . But in 
jBngkmd and Holland you Scarce meet with any that 
are poflefled ; becaufe the Devils take few Walka 
in thofe Countries. For as in thofe Dominions no 
Fryar can (hew in public what Power Jns Holinefit 
gives him over Hell, Beekihub^ and AJhrt^ .do not 
trade thither in Company^ 0^. at kaft no-body talks 
of them. 

Some. 
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Let. ^8. ^Ti^ jBwisti Sp^. t^j; 

< Some Days ago I received a Letter from the Hapu^ 
with an Account that a Tradefman of that Pfacd 
compkined of a Spkk which came in the Night*' 
time, and tore all his Cloaiths and Furniture to* 
Pieces. The common People, who are alwayr 
credulous, readily believed it, and crouded to the 
Tradelfrian's Houfe, who (hewed them fome of the 
Pieces of Stuff and Linen that had been cut and^ 
S(»'n>off. He told a thoufand Stories more furprizing: 
than all this of the Mifchievoufnefs of this Spirit. 
The High Baitifi^ informed of the Aflair, ordered 
that NothPiHg more fliotttd be laid in the Spirit's' 
Way to be torn, and enjoined the Tradefman ta 
talk no more of the Imp ; nay be gave the latter 
to underftand that be {houM be anfwerable for the 
Folly of the •former. Since jthat Time the Spirit 
has decamped, and the Tradefman nfow lays th^ 
Blame xip%n the Rats, of what Ife imputed at firfl 
to this invifible SubAance. 

The Nezanm Papifts pretend, that this Devil 
was one of the beft-natUred Sort, or elfe all the 
Authority of the Ma^flratea would not have ba- 
niflied him. They fay there are a Sort of Spirits 
very eafy to be' laid ; and that, without having Re-* 
courfe to the Ritual, or Book of Ceremonies, aif 
Air of ^imuWs Opera is of as much avail as an 
Exorcifm of the Church. Upon this'Occaiion they 
quote one Ignatius L^phy who, in order to drive 
the Devil out of the Body of. a Woman that was 
pofiefled, arid defired his Help, made Uie of that 
Verfe oS.Virtih - 

Spiltmcam Did$ Dux is^ ^rojanm mnAm^ 



In the fame Cave the Trtjan Chief 
And Dido flielter took, : 



Ik 
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He ha4 fcarce prooonAced tbcfe Wocfjka W( Ae 
Woman was tbrown ^ up^p the GroiJn4» ^ni 
the Pevil j^fi bcr«. begging heartily that he m\%h% 
t^ be (hut up in the infernal Ca^* Hq Q^taitied' 
ij^ave to go wherevQr be pleaicd^ pfovided he i^ver 
pgiTeiTed any Man spore *• 

You muft awn« dear .^/inv, that this is a pka- 
Cint Way of drivii^ out Dcviis, If one fingia 
V^rf^ of FirgiJ has tbe Virtue tp banUb a Dmrn^Ot 
I do not doubt but were that Poet to recite his 
^bole Mn^idi it would 1>e powerful chough to 
drive them all out of Hell* and to purge it in 
(bort from their deteftabk Race* He would there* 
by do great Service to the Authors* his Com- 
rades, and efpcciklly to Hoir§cf^ Catulks^ TitiJlus^ 
Propiriiufy and Peiromufy who being voluptuous by 
Kature, and brought up in good Company, can- 
not but think that Qf the Devils a little too obflre«^ 
porous. ^ 

Now I aqufteoiUoning good Autborsi \ Hawker 
brought me a new Bookt, which I>ave read witb 
a great deal of Pleafur^ : It is a Tranflaiion o^fou^ 
Epiftles in Verfe, wri^n by the illuftriqus P^, the 
beft Poet of Ettglaud. . The Qrigijial is good, and 
fo i^ the Tranfl^tion ; for though the latter- be in 
profc, yet the Tranflator has therein preferved th^ 
Spirit and Besmty of the EtigUJh Verfes. The Sub- 
\t£k of ihefe l^piftles is important, for they all treat 
of .Metapbyfical Maitert, y/^h' are explained in 
- |i c)e;|i: and Cpncjfe Manner^ 

I. The firft treats of the Nature asOd Sta^e Qf 
i4an with Regard to the Univerfe. The Author 
therein proves that Man \s not an imfMetfe£^ Be* 
ing, that he is proportioned to the Place and Rank 

• Joannes Chrtftianus FrommanJt Tttfdnathne^ lib* iii. 
I^art. ix. cap. iv. num. xv; p. 949* 

t ^ff'^y ^^ W^*> by Mr. Pope, 
/^ which 
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wbkh be haU$ im the Crc9^oo» and to tl^ Endw 
aiul ReUtioni whkh are kji^wft to hm> H« fouBcIs 
the prefent Haf^plnefs of dum^n Bemgs partly upon 
the Ignorance of fxitutc Events, partly upon the 
Hopes of future Happineib, an4 condemns their 
unjuft Con^amls »g^ft Provkienee as a great 
Crime. ' 

II. The fecond teaches Man to know his Na- 
ture and Condition cwifldered with regard to him- , 
felf. It opens the Spring and Caufe of aH our 
Aftions, of which Self- Love and Reafoniretketvi^ 
Principles; and ^ews how much oaf Knowledgeis 
circumfcibed. 

Superior Beings, Jays tht Poft^ when of late they 

faw 
A mortal Man unfold all Nature's Law, 
. Adcnlr'd fuch Wifdom in an earthly Shape, 
And (hew'd a Newtony as we fliew an Jpe. ' 

' I know not, dear ]^ac^ 'whether this Sentiment . 
be as taking with you, as it is with me ; but I think 
there is ibniething in it that is grand^ fubtime, andl 
yet nat^u-al- It is alfo visM expreffed in the Frembi 

ni. What foHows is a Defcriptidn pl-oper fc*' 
ehaftiiing the ^ide of Man ; and I think that aH 
^od Judges cannot but admire it.* 

Has God, thou FoqI ! work'd folely for thy Goofl^ 
Thy Joy, thy Paftime, thy Attire, thy Food f 
Who for thy Table feeds' the wanton Fawn, 
For him as kindly fpreads the Bowery Lawn. 
Is it for Thee the Lark afcends and fings i 
Joy tones his Voice, Joy elevates- his Wings : 
Is it for thee the Linnet pours his Throat ? 
Lpves of his own, and Raptures fwell the Note# 
The bounding Steed you pompoufly beftride. 
Shares with lus Lord the PleaAire a^ the Pride. 

Is 
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Is Thine alone the Seed that ftrows the Plain ? 
The fiirds oT Heav'n (hall vindicate their Grain. 
Thine the Ml Harveft of the Gdldeii Year ? 
l*art pays, and jurtfy, the* deferving Steer. 

'There, dear IJaae^, you hare owe of the fineft 
Pieces in Poetry. ^Vhat different Images, vrtiat a 
Yatfeiy, what Stretch of Imagination f The Poet 
oSera alii Nature to our Sight; and the Phijofopher 
demonftr.ites to us, that we have no more Shar^ 
Ml it than the other Creatures. Do not we fee, in 
Ipiort, as (oon as we dived ourfeives of our Pre- 
judices, that nothing was made in tirely either for 
us, or the. others ? The Paffage I have juft now. 
quoted is in the third Epiftle, wherein the Author 
examines the Nature and Condition of Man with 
regard to Society, gives a Detafl of the feveral 
Centiiries and Ages of the World, and Ihews the 
Ofigiii of the nrft Societies fmce the Creation, 
ti^ich were formed by laftinfl, and cemented by 
Reafon. 

IV. The laft of thefe four Epiftles treats of that 
Happinefs which Men court with fo much Eagernefs* 
The Poet proves that all may be happy in what Stat« 
Soever Heaven has placed thepi ; zfid that in orde^ 
to attain to Felicity and Traoquilitjr, there is nothing 
wanting but Good Senfe in the Mind, and Sincerity 
hfi the Heart. The Poet fays, 

Aflc 9f theLearn'd the Way, theLearn'dare blind; 
Tjiis bids to fervc, ajui that to (bun Mankind : 
Some place the Bli fs in ASign, fome in Eafe^ 
Thofo call it Pleafure* and Contentment thefe. 
Who thus define it, fay they, more or lefs 

. Than this, that Happinefs is Happinefs ? 
One grants his Pleafure is but Reft from Pain, 

. Ooc dpubts of all, one'own^ even Virtue vain. 

Thus,. 
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^ Thus, dear Ifaae^ thou haft the true Piawrc of 
our BHndnefs. We difputc about the Dc&iitioivof 
what is capable of making us happy i we ramble a 
great way about, in qucft of what- wc ba^e already 
ill our own Reach, Ftrtuej Healthy zni Neceffar'us^ 
There is true Happinefs ; whoever enjoys thofe 
three Things, is happy in Perfeaion ; but as the two 
latter are not abfolutely at our Command, God hat- 
given a PoweF to the firft, to comfort us for the 
Lofs and Deprivation of the other two.^ So thaty 
dear ^ii^v a Man is never extremely ninhappy, fo^ 
long as he is virtuous. Wifdom does pot produce 
the ridiculous Effefis which; the Stoics^ afcribcd ta 
it, but it is a fwcet Comforter,, that takes off vepy» 
niiuch the Bitternefs of all our Anxieties. 

FarewelU n^y dear Ifaac^^aciii let me hear fron^ 
iBee ^cedily. t 

L E T T E R LIX. 

From Jacob Brito, at Venice, /^ 
^ Aaron Monceca, ^/ Paris. 



TH I S, in all ProbabiUty, is the laft Letter KhalF 
write to thee from y^mce ; for I reckon to fet: 
out the latter-end of this Week for Ravenna, and 
from thence to proceed afterwards to Naples. In my 
Wayl fhall pafs through Loretio, and fee that Church 
fo. much boafted of by the Nazarenes, and fo much 
frequented by their Pilgrims. The j^m^;i Pontiffs 
have gtanted fo many Indulgences to thofe who ga: 
10" yifit XhU Temple, that by this Meanslhey can 
^- deliveJT 
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itliVjet tfec Soufe of all their Anceftorj out of 
^rgatoiY. ' ' 

The fcourtezans of Venice^ whrofe Occupations 
^iU not permtt them to go m a Pilgrimage to Lo* 
rettt^i make Ufe of arrotber Expedient for the Relief 
6f the Dead. They make Choice of one Day in the 
Week, which they devote to the Relief of the Souh 
in Purgatory : That Day tbey arm themfelves with 
an auftere Countenance, putting pfF Sports and 
Merriments till the next ; every thing in their Houfc 
has the Face of Melancl\oly, and as their Good-' 
Vrill alone is not fufficient to engage the Moqks to 
pray to God, they fey very ferioufty to fuch QaN^ 
lanta ts come to their ranifcs, 5lr, you, wiffieA 
. good as U pay me mon than apial To-day^ hefoufe wtat 
3dk kjbr the SouR tn Purgatory,. Then they produce 
feveral Acquittances for Prayers, which .arc hun^ 
on a File by their Bed-fide, to prove that they do not 
cheat, and that the Money they have received is laid, 
cm^ in Prayers « and pious Foundations. After this 
Prelude is over, they work to fome purpofe for the 
Salvation of Soiils. When they have not Cuftom 
enough upon the . Days fet iapart for fuch a good 
Worki they endeavour to obtain fome Prayers fo^ 
tHi Souk of their Kindrtd gratis. And indeed thofer 
whom they cmpipy ia this OftcQr having a jrecipro- 
cal Need of their AfEftance, they are not barbarous 
to one another, but eafily compound the ^^tte^ irj^ 
rtch a Way vthat they have no Need to difburfe aay 
tiling. 

Thou witt think the Zeal and Devotion of thefe 
Courtezans extraordinary^ but at Venice Debauchery . 
is reconciled to Religion in People of all Ranks : 
There is foarce a Monk, a Prieft, Abb^, or my 
Lord, but keeps a Miftrefs. When a Man is not^ 
mh enougli to keep a kind Laf& to himfelf, he clubs 

with 
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,w4th feme Friieaid ;^ and. if tfae^PuFfe of both ie not 
jTuflBw^wnt, tbf y takje^ in a Third for » Partmcr. I» 
;^ amorous .Contrails, the Damfel takes eare to ro« 
ferve on^ Daj 4>f the: Week to herfelf, in honour of 
fomeSaifif. 

lo thiis Coftuxbrythore area gpieat many Motherb 
"who proftitute their own Daughter® hom a Prin« ' 
cipleof Cpnfeience, fayi^rj, they do k t6 furni(b^ 
t|iem with, an Opportunity of getting Money, that 
they may have wherewithal to turn Nuns. Is not 
Aat^ dear Moiuua^ a plea&nt way of hecx)niing 
Virgiffls. I The old Ro^mu^ never thought of vmk^ 
ii^ their Vcftal Dasnes pevform a Noviciate ia 
the Stieet Saburra: Nor ia the CbaAity of the Ve^ 
mAnt Nuno» Pxoof agaiafl the fliongeft Attacks i^ 
timt Moi^ai bas ao^ng ia it tkat k rigid ; they 
asrc more happy.aml free tkaa many other Womem 
tlM^ ar^ of C^alit^ $ th^j^ r«ee»r# what Viitori 
tk^y pleaib in tbeiir Parloun, aad tfa^i^ Converfe^ 
ti^Ui has aothtng in k th^t is. auftene > they .heaf# 
ihfi Monks, when tbey have not bedeii Bi)£^<;%j^ 
yei thfy dx> aot refolve upon it till they are r^^eM 
to the lail £xtccmity» aiui whea tlic^ iiave- ab^ 
'fektdy kkft aU Hope& o( gating better Culties*. 
Ko^ hut there aize Frya^s at; Fe>»u^y whofe fl^efi^ 
Coropkxion aad jocund Airs, are capable oF pro*- 
^uciflg (oroM tender Motion in a yo«Mi^ Woman^i 
Hfiurt ; hut the Fate of the Monks d^nis itpon the 
wMe^ to be auure unhappy at l^emce than in the 
^ther Cities;, of Italy y however^ if they ar^ not fa 
m^h ei^med there» they have as^ much^ and v 
Qsore Liberty^ During the Carni\6al, they enjoy all 
the PieafiMFes of it f ga> to the Opera, and even fin j; 
tlleFe^Qr play upon the Inftniments^ in the Oreheftpc, 
HFiheiiever tl» Fiincf takes them. They go to the 
Ridottos [Places where tlg^ Plajr at, (be famous 

Game 
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Game of Pbafo) at whkh they bet and lofe the 
Church's Money or their owm Nothing that ii 
lawful for the' in6ft refoluife Soldier to do, is^ dt& 
paraetng to:Monkifh Decency at tfifis Place, and this 
Prieft themfelves are Examples of the mo& infamous 
pebaucheryt The Mrftreflcs of tht|>rtntipa] Cler- 
gy are proud of their Gallants;^ are pleafed that the 
Public fhould know thr^, and are as indifcreet in 
their Intrigues as the Fnnch Fops are in boafting of 
the Ladies' Favours. 

• As I was going one Day through a Street neai? the 
Square of St. Mori, I faw a young Woman at a 
Window, whom I thought fo pretty, that I aflccd 
^FenHian of my Acquanitance who (he was? Shi 
fj,.faid he, la geniil Donna di$ P Emlnentiffimo Pa^ 
Irkrcha di ViniHa. i. e. .The chiming Miftrefs 
of his Enounency the Patriarch of Vemu. I made, 
us thoa muft well imagine, dear Mmuta^ a pro^ 
£Mind Obeifahcb to Madam t;he Patriarche&k About 
thirty Steps fronli ihenice, 1 alfq perceived another 
verv amiable Lady, and alking her Naoie like wiQ?» 
faid my Friend, 11 prima (lanmico didla Chi^di Satt 
MarcQ e Schiavo ie la fm.E^Ueza^. i./.,The chief 
Canon of St. iWSiriV Ch.uj-^h ij a Slave to- her 
<?harm8. Another Bow' thou mayft be fune I paid 
to the Miftrefs of the chiejf Canon of St. Mark. ' 1 
^lieved I (hould have no moi^ Occafion to aik •a 
third Queftiony but I faw another Womaii^ whom! 
I thought (b perfe£^ a Beauty, that I could not help 
repeating theQucftion j Is this ioo^ faid I, ihtPrnpertf 
$f the Churc^b fiou are not mifiaken^ faid he ; ^uijia 
kellijpma Donna e k PMana del Prenuario. i.e. 
This pretty Lady is the Whore of the Dean of St^ 
Mark's. But whence comes it\ faid I to my Friend, 
that all the fFomen of this Street are fallen to the Share 
rf the CUtgy? It is replied he, becaufe they Kve 

almo/i 
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ehnoft all hereabouts, and are very glad to be near 
what they love. Thofe Ladies ivhom you fee^ have 
great InUreft tvitb the Clergy , infomucb thcU all the 
young Friejis make their Court to them with very great 
AJfidmty. 

It happened fome Time a^o, that the Patriarch's 
lliiftrcfe, whom we juft now faw, had a Quarrel 
* with the Miftrefs of the Legate of the fovcreign 
Pontiff, which wais an Affair wherein aH the Clergy 
were engaged and divided. The Fryars took Part 
with the Le^te, and the fecuiar Priefts with the 
Patriarch. Thefe two illuftrious Lovers entered 
into the Quarrel of their Concubines with very great 
Warmth ; and that the t^ublic might not know the 
Ground of their Hatred, tliey pleaded fome Puh&i- 
lios of Honour for a Pretext, which gave them a 
Handle to thwart each other upon all Occafk)ns» 
The Senate, which hated thofe Difcuffionsi, and 
was very ftudk^us to keep up Peace and Union 'in 
the Repttblict lignified to the Cour^ of JLome, that 
tjiey^ would da well to fend another Legate to Venice^ 
which was accordingly complied with. The old 
Legate beiiig recalled, took Signiora Clara along 
wkh him, aiid fettled ber in a very fine Houi^ at 
Home, where they pais their Time happily. 

The Legates or Ambafiadors of the fovereign 
, Pontiff, are apt to raale Troubles, and foment Di« 
vi&>ns in the*Donrinions to which their MaAer fendsr-. 
them. The- abominable Slaughter on St. Bartho» 
Igmew's Dzy, was owing to the pernicious Counfels 
of a L^te'*, fent' to Charles IX. King of France ; 
who concetti with that perfidious Ambaffador the 
Death of* tbe King of Navarre f, and of all the 
Naiarenes who were not Papift$. The fiomqn Ler 

• The Cardinal Jlexnndrin. 

f Who was afterwards He^ry IV. King ot France. 
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fate did not care that the King's Marriage with tfatt 
Vincefs Mitrgartty feould be made Uic of as a Pre-» 
text for it ; but CbarJa IX. having convinced htm 
that it was a fiire Way to be revenged of their E«c- 
Juies, he confented to it without any Scruple, every 
thing being reck<Jhed good dnd lawful, prosutded 
Aey could cut the Throats of the Adverfaries of the 
Court of Rom. 

, Certain Nazaretus^ whom I have talked with 
«bOut this AdKon, have endeavoured to excufe th« 
jLegate, and to' throw the Blante upon the }Cing^ 
But the Fatft is authentically proved by jxti' unex* 
ceptionable Perfon, who kitew it from Perftms thst 
had a Hand in it \ 

Js there any thing fo Aockiim, dear Monceca^ as 
to make the moft faered Things uibfervi«mt to Mur« 
der and Slaughter, and to cover* the moft pernicious 
Defigns With the Cloak of Frtendfliipiaod Kindred I 
What a Marriage^ juft God, was tfois of the Kii^g 
of Navam ! The Ftiries Jighted up Hymen's Torch, 
and Horror^ Rage, Cruelty, Defpair^.and Jntpiety 
prefided at the Cereipony. I Cmfmt^ (kid CAarhs 
IX. to the Legate,. <^ include ibe Man^k^ wHb the 
King df Navarre, far no -Either Reafin but to h nr** 
venged^ en mine Enemei^*^'-wnt to cbt^tfe fuih great 
tiebek. This King, who tbirfled for the Blood 
of his Subje&s, offered to give the perfidious Am« 
> Vaflfador a Ring, to inAn-ctfaeCrime^wMchihe^iras 
contriving. But^ fays an ftaSwt Hiftorian, he re^ 

* His Holioefl added » that when the News of the 
!rraafadk)n oa St. B4ur9hokme<w't 2>ay, caipie to Hornet the 
Cardinal ^/eirai;//f7ii faid, Ood ie fraUedf ,T^ Ki^ig tf 
Prance has kept his Wsrd nuiih me. nis Holuiefs (aid, 
he knew all this by being at that time Auditor to thd 
faid Cardinal, and his Companion in the whole Journey^ - 
CardistalOS&i'j Letter JtomKoaxe, 2i3ept. 1599- 
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fufid to take Pieties for the Se&4rky of thi Word qffg 
•graat a King ; thongh^ aft€r St. Bartholomew's JDay^ 
Charles IX. fent him that Ring as a Token of hif 
J^erence td his Oaibs *• 

Are . th^fe* dear Monceca^ Oaths that ar^ fit to 
be put in Execution I The Performance of thei^ 
is even more execrable than the Promifc. How 
happy would it have been for Fr-ance^ if Charles IX. 
,had entertained the fame Opinion of the Legate, 
a$ a French Poet put into the Mouth of one of his 
Heroes : . ." 

\ , ; . Non^ je ne proms rhn. 

' Le Legal \' Infirument d^une indigm Foihlejfi^ 
- S- ontparade mm Cmur^ en diS^ la Frmuffim 

S' U ne niiut infpire ce harbor e deffein^ 

-Mm Cceur rfaurmi jamais prpmis du^fiit^ Hmnabi % 

'/. e. — — Nb, I promife Nmhing, The Legate, 
iTool of bafe Folly, having Won my Heart, dic- 
tated to it What I flioufd protnife. If he had" i\6t 
infpired me witli tliat barbarous Defign, I fhould 
'never have fiad the Heart to make a Promifc of 
fliedding human Blood. ^ ' 

. Thi» PajflTage pji(| mAin Mindpf another by the 
ftme A^^oiv whidi giyea. i perfe^fCharaftejc gf 
'the Polity^ the Courti of i2^/we. v ♦ 

, Cteft ain/l, qu^enjferd^nt la Pen par le Filf^ 
Rome devient fatale of tonsfes Enn^is^. 

• Tlic Life q£?ope Phis V. \)y*Oirolam Catena^ 

•Written ia Italian^ and - prill t^ iit- Rome \i,y' Alexander 

Girdemo' iti 15:88. Ca/^im ik^ that Charles IX.caaiod 

. .^s M<Hto to btf engraved tm skc Ring, Nee Pittas pq/^t 

, mea/an^nefohui, 

t It li in the Original NeptuMe» r- 
. t Cre billon in Idfimeueut. ^ 

\ Ditto in Rbadamijlus* 
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/. e» Thus does Ronuy by making the Son the 
jExecutioncc of th^ Father, become fatal to all her 
finemies. 

The moft crafty aitd moft dangerous Policy be- 
comes innocent among the Romans^ and all the lia^ 
Hans in general, when it is capable of an fwering their 
Aim. Happy are thofc Nations, dear Momeca^ 
whofe Politics are only a Science to point out the 
Snares that Men la^for us, fo as we may avoid them, 
and not to punifli one Crime -by another^ and t^ 
authorize the fouleft Deeds ! 

Another Legate, during the Wars which Henrj^ 
]V. was obliged to fuftain, before he came to the 
peaceable Poneflion of his Throne, did what he 
could to debauch his Majefty's Subge£ts.and Soldiers ; 
4nd for this End, employed Promifes, Menaces^ .In- 
tre^Uet, f^nd above all Indulgences, which are the 
C^ti that the Court of Rome lays out nK)re freely 
.than any other Species. He would fain have de- 
coyed his General de Anglure dt Givri^ and, in or- 
der to perfuade him to abandon th^e King's Caufe, 
lie told him of his Merit, and the Reputation which 
he had acquired* But sdl his flatterinjg Speeches 
•ferved td no- Purpose, Givrfs Loyalty to the King 
^fras alwayslltady. The Legate perceiving that t>e 
could not fhake it, exhorted him however, as he 
profeffed himfelf a good Nuzarene Papift, xo Jjeg 
pardon for all that was paft of the Sovereign Pon« 
tiff, and off him who was bis Reprefentative, 
giving him to u^^erfiaiid that Jhe dofired nothing 
better than to graiit 4t to him^' T\hi9 Q/vri, who 
was naturally a pkafaixt DroU, fell on a fuddcn at 
<h^ F^t of ^e Legate, and aflced for Pardon with 
a very contrite Air, for all the Evils that he had 
ibrought upon the 'Parifimts^ whp were the fove- 
ircign Pontiff's Adherents. During this, the Legate 
>vaved bis Right-hiind oivertis Head, and muttered 
• • i:ertain 
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otrtarn Word^ between his Teeth, which the Naza^ 
rtrns call AhfoluUm. But Gvuri interrupting htin, 
(aid to bittv very fcrioofljr, / htg you to grant me Ab* 
folution alfo J$r the Timi to come^ becaufe I am really 
Tijohed to treat the Enemtes rf the King my Majier 
mfen voerfe than ever^ Then the Legate fretting and 
&ming to find himfelf bantered, revoked the Pardee 
which he bad juft granted to G/V/, who fuiFcTcd 
bim to take back his Abfolution ; and laughing in 
bis Face, he withdrew from him, and continued 
loyal to his Prince *. 

If all cbe Nazarene Papifts had been as virttrous 
and as honeft as this loyal Subje^ was, France^ 
which alwkys fubmitted to the Sovereigns that G^d 
fct over her, bad not fallen ai'rcy to Difcord and 
Divifion* Mad Superftition iir the Monailic Habit 
bad not forced one Brother to imbrue his Hands in 
the Blood of another, and Religion had never ferved 
for a Cloak to Rebellion. 

This is a Principle^ dear Monceta^ of which I 
think every honeft' Man, and every loyal Subjeft 
ntuft beconvmced. Though a Monarch were to 
turn Turk^ the Oath of Fidelity taken to him ought 
to be kept facredty. How I (methrnks I hear fomc . 
cry out) what when they go to force '*ihe Confcience? 
And can Monarchs feated on their Thrones chufc 
what Religion they will be of? Their Faith muft be 
at the Choice of their Subjedls :• A Man muft te 
cither a Fool, or Mad, or Romantic, to maintain 

• Ge7iu fiexo fupplex, tf compofito Vultu^ Ventam fi 
contra Parijienjes admiffhrum petere frofeffhs eft ; interpo^ 
Jit^q^ue aliqud moruf quaft Jerio Rem gereret^ pofiquam a 
Cardinali Benedu^ionem accefiu antequam furgert^ ei am 
futurorum Gratiam Jihi fieri petitt ; niim decre'vijfe contra 
l^arijienjh acrius quajn antea -Vellum gerere : quious didjSf 
cum Rifu fe a CardinalJs Graiiam fuSatn revocantis con^ 
'j'pfShu fubduxii, Thu&nui Tom. IV. p. 154. 
Vol, II. H ^ 
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fjicb an extravagant Opinion. If I were a Sovereign 
of a Naxarene Country, I would eftabli0i a ctnzit^ 
Temple where I would appoint candid honeft Layr 
men to preach up' a jSyftem of Morality, which 
ihould be a Counterpoife to th^ of the Monksp 
JJow happy would it haye been for Hitiry JII. and 
his Succeffor, if there had l>een fucb Preachers H 
Paris to balance ihoPw)f the J>ague, and thofe that 
were fcnt to tfiat City by tfee Ponti^ and the. Spar 
mards I Thefc latter being eternally at cnrpity with 
the French^ but always overcome by them in the 
Time of their gf cateft Divifion, defpairing of being 
ever able to bring the;n .under, epployjed tbe Poifoa 
of Monkiih fury ; 

Helas ! elk a des Rots egorgi h plus grand* f 
Alas ! it cu,t the Throat of the greateft of Kings | 

Fare t^iee well, dear ^oncea^ i as foon a^ I cai^ 
ivrite thou (halt hear from me. May the God ojf 
our Fathers profper the with Abundance. 

• Racine in Aihalia : 

Helds ! Us ont des Rots egare U plus /age J 

i.i. Alas ! they have mifled the wifcft of King^,t 
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1. E T T E R LX. 

i^^/» A A R O t^ M O^N C E C A, ^?/ Paffs to 
Isaac Onis, a Caraite^ lately a Rabbit 
^ eonftantinople^ 

I MAKE no Doubt, dear ^^-but thou art arrived 
by thisTjine at Alexandria*^ -If thoju makeft any 
fiay there before |hou proceedcft to Cairoy* thou wilt 
.do me a PJeafurc to write fome account to me of 
.the Antiquitiessthere, of which, I am aflured, thero 
is a great^urobet, and that Tinoe ha« fpared. fcveral 
jpieces yhid\.ai;e .ftUl' |>refecved intire.j.and many 
inoj-e -there ^auld have be^n if |he Barbarity of th^ 
2V/^x>.the Fijiiy of W;jr, and tjhc Avarice of tho 
^n^^^it^n^ bad nq^proved.theRpioof a great Num- 
ber of jStruiiures which ha.ve. b^ea .pulled down 
either ,|i;om aj J^rinqiple of Supefflition, or f^dm the^ 
JlxpfuSa^io^ of Gpld hid in the ]po«;idation5, or . in 
their thick-Walls.. A Niunber pf Colunwis have 
'i)een demplifhe^ in hopes of finding ^Medals under 
iheirXafes^ like to thofe which had already been* 
difcovered undex others^ Therefore the lineft Pieces 
of Atchite(Sture we^^e inhumanly troke to pieces \ 
and as to thofe that are left ftaDding, v«e ^re onJy 
oblij/ed to it for tl^eir unftaken Solidify, ' , 

When I was at Gpn/iat^i^pk, I^freqw^^^tly, dif-» 
xouf fed with. feme Jevt^s that Vftitlf^Telled ^^J^ptf 
who told meagre:)t wuany Tbiqgs.of \yhichl>fijpiil(i 
6c glad to kriow the Truth, under thy Ha^. \ They 
alfp afiured me. |hat the Manners^of i\\zM^ptlafi5 dif- 
^r.in .a great many Things from thofe of the Turhs^ 
II 2 ■ ' V. h'- 
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who livle at ConftantinopUy and over all Greece. In- 
fbrin me th rcfcre, dear Ifaacy of all tbefe Matters* 
ivhich I (hall be Mafter of with C^rtaintjr, when i 
receive the Information from aPerronof xby Wifdom 
and Judgment. In exchange for thy Intelligence, I 
will .endeavour to give tbee ibme Remarks «j|>on ^ 
Manners and Cuftoms of the Countries which I fliaD 
travel through, after- 1 leave Tr4in£e ^ for iny AfKiire 
will be foon finifhed at Paris^ (o that I purJ>ofe to 
fet out from thence in a Month or two ; and I (hal 
be obliged to make a Tour into Flanders^ and fr<>ai 
thence I (hall pafs over to EngteniL 

I could wi(h that the ChevaUer de Maifin were t# 
accompany me in the Voyage, for I ihould tfiink my- 
fdf very happy if I could have fo exceHe4it a Compa^ 
nion. IJiave infinite Obligations to that Gentlemani 
/or he helpa me every Day to a thorou^ iCnowIedge . 
of his Countrymen, aild explains even the minuteft 
Difficulties. Yefterday he candied me to the Houfe 
ef an Author of his Acquaintance, who is reckoned 
to have one of the beft Pene in Fr4mc^: We founil 
him with two other Authors in Company, md ther 
feemed all three to be engaged in a very warm Dli^ 
pute ; lb that they hardly <ook notice of us wbeii 

3c came into the Roonu But the Chevalier^ 
faijm prefenting me to his Friend, the three Jeamed 
Gentlemen grew a little calnncr when they faw we 
nvere come to join them. After Complements were 
paiTed, theChevalier-i^r Mmfin was curious to kn'ow 
tvbat the three learned Gentlemen were difputin§ 
about. ^ Gentlemen, fatd he^ may one a(k you 

* what is the Topic y6u are debating? Is it Meta-. 
t phyfics^ Mathematics^ or Natural Phifofophy ? It 

* relates to Authorlhipi faid the Chevalier's Friend^ 
^ and by confequence is of much more Importance 

* to the Republic <A Literature: For the Point 

. )Whick 
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wbich is of the greateft Advantage and the nH)ft 
eilential to the Being of ScholarSy is the Means of 
Subflftance; yet this is what ti^c Bookfellcrj' op- 
pofe ; and if the Government doea not make fomo 
Regulation for checking their Aavrice, a)I Autboia 
muft be content for the future to enjoy thofe tranf-^ 

farent J^odies, that (hf U re<|uire no Nouriflimf nt. 
s it not furpriiing that a Bool^feller (hould allo\^ 
the Abhe Grjfomt but fix Livres a Sh^el foe hl^ 
Roananc9s I oix Livres ! faid ont of thf Autthpr^^ 
the verv Abbi that was mentipncd^ ^nd if yi)it 
pleafe M. Tragedin^ you m;^y reckaa the ccNrro^« 
ing of the Proof-fheets into the bargain. Tbi» 
18 abominable ! replied the Cheva)i^r'« Friend |> 
you diflionour the Majefty, of the ProMSpn of »a 
Author, by finking: it to fix Livres per Sheets 
incloding the trouble of Correding. It w^^ ^ 
hundred times better to be ftarved to death.. 
^ But, M. 7rag4iSn^ rqplied the third of, thofo 
Writers who had not yet fpoke, yo¥ do DQl )COii«> 
fider that F^fitir cartt aurihus^ The hui^ry B^lf 
ha^ no Ears. It is a very caiy Master for^oo ta 
preach up tbf Qrande^ir and Digpit; wbif^H pugbt 
to ibinc ill our auguft^hara^er $ jqq^ heye^ a 
tolerable Income, and may therefore d^fy the- 
Avarice of the Bookfellers : But Jf, a^ it, v^ 
often happens with me, you had worked all t)|e 
Day^ and had taken but pne Difh of Coffee, and 
that upon Tick at Gradoi^i ^, you wpuld be 
very glad to let your Work^ go at t^Piii^R that 
is bid for them. Indeed you ^fe very b^ppy^ 
M. foUafiir^ replied the Abbe, to ha? C; Cledi^ 



* A Coffee-boufe at t!te Foot of th^ fcninmf^ the 
Rendezvottz of pretended Wiu. 
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Ski Gradates: It is now a Fortnight fince I loff 
that feme Favour ; for his Wife brought me in a^ 
Bill of Twathoufetid nine hundred and thirty^ 
two Diflies of Coffee, which not being able tq 
pay, flie would give me Credit no longer. What^ 
Sir, faid the Chevalier de Matjin^ do you bw^ 
for Two thoufand nine hundred and thirty-two 
Diflies of Coffee I Yes, replied the Author ; ^ 
have not given the Coffee-man a Penny foi; 
thefe nine Years paft, and one Difli a Day comes, 
c;ca<^Iy to that Acfcompty -altewing for the Leap-] 
years. I thought to have paid off the three 
nrft Years^Debt out of thfe Mopey that I ftoul^ 
get by a certain Matrtifbript,' * but not receiv^hg 
half the Sum that I . expcAcd for it, I coul4 
not do iti However, I* fancy, M. 'Toetaftcr^ 
c^tinued the Jtahor^ that you qv^ne as' m^ch ;a| 
I do } 'for we were admitted Members oiFP^yr;/^/*- 
Jks' zt the fame Tiflic, and both of us ^3116(1 
uppft the fame Day in the Cbffee-houfe ofWits^ 
Tfeat Is^ trtie, fepltidthe ifher Akthor\'h\it fb^e- 
feeing that the^ fame Misfortune might ha|jpea 
to rt^Cy a^hes happened to you, I preftnted the 
Coffe^-VKym^n* fomc time ago vnth'a 96mife^i'^iq 
which I pntifed her extravagantly, ohc gave m^ 
'fix Mouths longer Credit, and'I'hope to be aolg 
to pay her in that Time, when I fhall haVc 
finiflled my XJmverfd Hiftory in eighteen Volumes; 
in Foiio. I was in hopes myJBaker would have 
given vat leave t6« dedicate it to him, on the prp- 
vifo of fuppJying me with Bread for eight Years 
gratis, i but he was^ deaf to my Propofal; for the* 
Man is not fo fond of Immortality as Money. 
-Mean Time I im not at all forry that I did not 
ftrike his Bargain with him, becaufe I have ano- 
ther Perfon in View, who will undoubtedly be of 
eidre Service to me. ^ - 

* I really 
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* I really fear, replied the Abbe Grtfonet, that 

* you reckon without your Hoft : The Financiers 

* are fenfible how ridiculous it nfiakcs them to de- 

* dicate Book^ to them, and that when a Knave is 
/ praifed, it is done on purpofe to expOfe him the 

* rhiore to the Derifion of the PuWic. The fine 

* Sparks, and the Men of Qifality are alnnoft as 

* much diftreffed in their pecuriiary Affairs, as the 
^ Authors, The Gentlemen of the Long Robe 

* fancy that they ought to pay nothing for Epiftlcs 

* Dedicatory, btrt Thanks j and the rich Men of 

* Wit riothing but Praife : And if I rfiay fpeak my 

* Mind, it muft foOn come to fuch a pafs that Au- 

* thors wrll bd glad to follow the Example of a 

* Writer of our Time, who only dedicates his 
^ Bb<»ks to the Shades and Manes of the Dead. ' 

* I h^ve a SubjeiSl, faid another Author, who ia 
^ nof in the fame Cafe with any of thofe you mcn- 

* tion, I mean the new King of Corftca^ who t 

* doubt rtot will be over-joyed at his new Acceffioa 

* to the Crown, to receive Marks of the Joy 
^ which it gives to the chief Members of the Com- 

* monwealth of Learning. I will even make it 

* plain to all Europe in the Epiftle Dedicatory 

* which Lfhall addrcfs to him, that he has La w- 

* ful Rights to Corfica. As to that Matter, rt" 

* plied the Chevalier de Maifin with a Smile^ you 

* will give me leave to think that you will nni 
^ it a tiard Tafk to make out a Paradox fo ex- 

* traordinary. Pardon me Sir, replied the Au* 

* thory I wiil fet about it thus j I will prove in th^ 

* firft Place, that in the firft Government of the 

* CorJtcanSj Baftards were capable of fucceeding to 

* the Crown. Afterwards I will caufe one of the 

* ancient Princes of Corfica to travel into Germany^ 

* where in the County of la Mark he {hall be 

* married clandcftinely without any Fonnality and 

H it * without- 
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without any other WitncTs but \}\t Qod of L©ve» 
with a P^ughtcr of the Family of Nuuho^j 
and confequently upon this firft Baftard capable 
of fucceedine to the Crosyn of Car/tea^ Iwill 
eftablifih the Rights of Theodorg I. 

* I fubmit, fM the ChevaUer de Maifin, and I 
own to you, M. Tutafter^ that I cou]d never 
have thought you would have hit upon fuch an' 
Expedient. The only Queftion now is, whether 
the new King of Corfua will take it very well 
that you fhould derive his Pedigree from thii 
Bafl^ard \ He would be in the wrong to take il 
amifs, ttplied thi jfushor^ but to prove to him 
that it 18 no Blot in his Bfcutcheon, I will takt 
care to inftance the S^ultans to him, who ate aU 
merry- begottoi Children; and not bor^ iq^ law* 
fuj Wedlock. 

• I tm> /aid th Jthhf Grifonett of M» P^$ia^ 
Jl0'*9 Opinion» 9it\i 9%i^i ought to be fa,tis» 

ged with a Viixlicatiot) of his Acceffion to that 
Crowii) let it be performed how it wilU I wou)4 
faifi» provided it doei not di(bb]ige M» P^itajhr^^ 
and that he thought it would not prejudice tht 
Dedication of his Vrnvtrfal Bifioij^ dedicate to 
the fame Monarch the Lift y Priw Eugene^, 
which I (ball finiflj in a Day or two. Have you 
wrote \\^ tiff of Princ0 Eugene, faidtht CbtvalUr 
4c Maifmi Yes, Sir, repEed tU Jbbi^ \ began^ 
it the very Day that tiis Death was publimed 
in^ the Gazette. The BpokfcIJcr for whom I 
/Work, gave it out every where that I was upoii 
it, for fear my Pfo^^ ihould be ftoje from mo, 
and another get the Start of me. To be fure, 
Jiiidthe Chevalier de Maiiin, you have had feveral i 
Memoirs communicated to you ? I hav« tht 
Gazettes^ and Hijiorical Mercuries^ replied tb€ 
4hbi. V(i|h thcfc Helps only, Thanks to God, 

^ and 
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< and to the Defirc of getting Money, I Have wrote 

* tMrty-fwo Sheets in eleven Days ahd a half, and' 

* I am juft at the End of my Work. Bat ae quick 

* as I write, I Work very flowly m comparifon 

* with M, Poiiajlerj who in a Year and a half 
« wrote his Unmrjal Htftery^ for he fini(hed a 
« Volume in Folio every Month ; and yet I am 

< aflRired that whenever it <ota<5 out, it will be 

* effecmcd by all good Judge?. 

' You are too good to me, repVud the other Ju- 

^ thtr^ I do not defervc tbeie Praiies. Lideed I 

* might perhaps have performed fomething tolera- 

* ble, if I had fpent a little more Tinie upon it^ 

* but I taxed myfelf at three printed Sheets a Day, 
f which good or bad^ 1 wa« under a Ne^ceflity of 
^ finilhmg ; for otherwife a Man cannot live. In 

* plam Terms, (iich as is the Pay> ftich is the 

* Woik. As to promoting the Sale of the Book 

* when it is printed, that is the Bookfeliers' Bufmefs. 

* If any are left upon their Hands in their Shops, it 
' is b> much the worie for them. When I want 
^ Money, and the Work is io hafte, I fet all my 

* People at Work > my Wife dilates, my Children 
^ write, and I revife the whole ; ai^4 whea tb^t is 
^ done, leave it to take its Fate. 

* You arc a happy Man, faid the jfbhe Grifojnet> 
^ to have fuch Aififtance at haindi but I who have 
^ neither Wife nor Children, am cbitged to do,^ 

* myfelf ; but however, whea a Thipg is out of o^y 

* Hand, I do not take the Trouble of rey^g it 

* J da HOC blan>e you, /W the Cbev^i^ de JViai* 
^ fin*s Friend^ fimre the Bookfellets are inclined to 
'*• fcrew you to fuch Tcrrns, you ^re in the right 

-' to deal with them sts you do. And.notwitb* 

* ftanding. my Ambition for Famej I fancy that 

* I {hoi*td hurry my Work as yeii do^ If I were 

* prcfled with Hunger \ and I own to you that I am 

H 5 * obliged 
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< obliged fo^ half my Genius tq the. Tranquility p6 
* my Stomach, wfaidh I can fatisfy before I ^k^ 
« Pen lA Hand.' 

I know ^ not d[ear ^^, how thou reliflieg: ^cr 
Converfatiqn. of thcfe Authors, but I thought it 
fo ridiculous .tl\at I could not help imparting it to- 
thee. , ^ t . ' . 

Faro thee M^l^ J And let me have the PJeafure ofr 
hearing froni thee of^e^er- » 



* LEtTER LXL 

prom^AAKQN MbNCECA, ^f Paris, ti 
Isaac pN j s,*^ Caraite, lately a Rabbit 
€it Conftaminople. ' . : 

AS 1 went from the Author's Houfe that I men'- 
4ioncd in my laft, the Chevalier de Mai/in de- 
fired me to go w<th him to a BookfeUer in SCt 
yamesh-fireety'vfhtxt be wanted to buy fomc BooksV 
When lie arri^^cd at Ms Sliop ht found him very 
angry, and fcolding kt his Wife, Child, '^Prentices', 
*f?. " Pnar is fherndtitet^ Sifj fa id he to him, you 
feem to he very hiuch out of T^m^er ? * What is thfe 

< matter. Sir, Onfunred tht Bookfillefy 4 wiA that 

< all Authors and Correftors too wer^ at the DeviF, 

* ,and that the Whole Rare of t^em had been extinft 
-« for above a hundred Years paft. But pray tell hie, 

* /aid the Chevalier dc Maifin, what is it makes yo'h 
^ fc atfeafy ?-^ Perhaps I might be of ^fome fervicfe , 

td'-y^.' I will tell you, faid ihe BoekfiUer^ and 
^ leave ^li to jtidgc whether fuch 1ai> Accident 
^* tbuld hav^^hipfjert^dtome if I had ndt been bSorh 

* urnk't^tt Vf/y*>JrtIuekv»PlatK.t. . "• »*? • ** -{ 

\: ■ - ■ ' You 
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*' You know the Hiftory of Thuanuf^ or M^ di 
7%0Uy it is really a very good Book; I had under- 
taken to reprint a Tranflation of it, corredled 
and irirfched with Notes. But furely the Devil 
was in the Wind, for all my Projefts are vanifhed 
in Smoak, and my Money is evapon^^ed to No- 
thing. I had . contTa£led with an Author for this 
Work at nine hundred Livers, and thought I had 
made an excellent Bargain. I pray hear now 
what happened ; the Author who undertook to 
revife this Hiftorian, did not underftand Latin^ 
and talked very bad French, In order to fupply 
thofe. Defefls, he took a German into Partnerfhip 
with him, who indeed underftood a little Lat'm^ 
but his French was a very bad Jargon. Thefe 
two curfed Authors fet about the Work, and in 
the mean Time I advanced my Money to them 
at fix, and four Piftoles at a Time : At laft, after 
having given them near three hundred Livres, 
I wanted to fee how it was performed before 
I paid any more. ThereTore I caiffed feme of the 
Tomes which were put into my Hands as perfefl: 
and corre<ft, 'to be revifed : They who examined 
them found them deteftabIe:..The©ld TranflatipA 
was marred inftead of mended ; and the new one 
was neither French^ Duich^ Uoitan^vioitiifamft}: 
In fhort, there *was no guefling what Language 
thofe two damned Blotters of Paper wrot^ in ; yec 
it was vlfibJe that their Idiom was rather Gtrjcon^ 
or that of Provence^ than any other, hi a Rage^ I 
refcued my Work from fuch bad Hand^ ; but I 
cannof be cafy for the Lofs of my Money, and am - 
refolved to fall out hereafter with all Authors, 
right or wrong *. 

* Your . 

• A D/rty^& 'Bookfcller having a Mmd'to reprint tf^e 
French Tranflation of M. c(e Thou, which was pirbl = '' 
- ' - i! 6 . • 
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^ Yaur Ange/y jjaid^Ae Chafer de Maifui) 

* will be ever ; and I aofi Aire that you would not 
*• care to be eqibroiled wUb the J^raalifts^ though 

* it were even. with thofe of Trnwipr, wtiofe Works 
^ are not to be met with oqw« but in the Shopii of 

* Grocers and Chandler*, You are too much 

* afraid of having the Books which you print criti- 
^ cized. True it is* faid tkt B^Meikr^ that I am 

* forced to kc^ep fair with thal'e JournaliAs, hut I 

* d6 not loVe them a whit the better for it. If thef 
' commend my Books, I know the Coft of it full 

* well; and there is not a fingle Extraft for which 

* I do not give a Piftole, You have, replied the 

* Chevalier de Maifin, the Pleafure of having a very 

* pitiful Perfprmance often recommended as an 

* excellent Book. There is a great mahy Ninnies 

* who ferioufly bcjievc the Journalifls to be Ora- 

* cles and upon their bare Approbation pay dear for 
' the woift Books. It is certain that you poifon the 

ztPans feme Time ago, applied to a Rafcal, t> one 
Damatjof Prc<vence^ who had been forced to fly to Hol'^ 
land becaufe a Warrant was i/Tued to apprehend him 
for fome vile Pranks he had committed under an At- 
torney to whonr he was Clerk. This Man, who un* 
derftood Latin no more than the Water-carriers at Farh 
underftand HebrenVf had the Afliirance to undertake, to 
Hyife it; and having:, tak^n a German Partner, who 
hardly un4€rfUK)d a Word of Fremb, the firft Things 
that happened to fall under his Pen were fpoiled. m 
what Hands are not the Works of the greateft Men 
fometimes tufted ? This Revifal is a^ualty at this Time . 
in the Hands of two other Botchers, as incapable as th^ 
former to do any Manner of good with it« With fuch . 
Zeal aad Gratitude' do certam Bookiellers ienre the 
Public, that has inriched them* 

• Public 

I 
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« Public with t6e inCxj^ ProdiiaioRs of three or 
^ four bad AuthcMrs ; but in the Rq>ubltc of Letters 

* tbtf Crime is not pitniAied. Ssd Authors are 
^ penmtted to write Books;, Fools to resd them, and 

* BookfeHers to put tbem off for as much as tbey 

* can. Why how ftoutd we live elfe, JInd ifie 
^^^Bo$kftRir? What would become of that Swarm 
^ of Authors anil Corre^ors that fubfift only by 
^ the fifly Stuff with which they iain Paper ? In 

* all Callings there are Quacks; bad Authors are 

* Quacks in the Commonwealth of Learning, though 
> their Drugs often fell better than the Compo- 

* fitions of greats Men. But now you tafk of the 

* Journals, emtlnued ^f Bpokfeller^ J forgot that I 
f have a Letter here which I muft fend to a Jour- 

* nalift. Pray permit me to read it, /aid the Che* 
*. valiir^ I promife you to be fecret, and will engage 

* the fame for my Friend. The BookfeJIer did not 

* want to be importuned, but opened the Letter, 
^ and gave it to the Chevalier de Mai/in^ who was 

* fo diverted with it, that he copied it on the Spot. 
*. The Bookieller indeed at firft oppofed it, but at 

* laft he complied upon the Chevalier's repeating 

* his AfTurance, that be would never divutge i^ as 

* long as he lived. 

wf LETTER >5-ra S ^'^ thi Bcoi/eJkryto his 

Journaljfi. 

' S IRy 

4 

* TV/r Y Apprentice will give you ten PHlolcs to 

* IVX difcharse the Debt to ^e Journal for the 
*. prefent three Months ; bu^ I tell you very freely 

* that' I am not hugely fatisfied with your way of 

• ^d ridu f m^afo tnmiMi dt U 

tabula narratur. Hon S*at.> 

• Writ***** 
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^ Writing, and if it hoMs, J imuft provide itiyfeW 

* clfewhere, Yo6 praifeimy Bo(»ks too' fainUy, and 

* arc not fevcre tnough upon tbofe of my Brethreir. 

* £ndeaw>ur in your Criticifrtis and your Inve^iveS 

* to imitate the Journalijb de Trepoax^, mind how 
^ they tear to Pieces, right or wrong, all Work^ 

* that come from the Pen cither of a Janfenift or a 

* Protcftant. Thcyfc are 'Models for your Imita- 

* tion : But it ieems af if y oh piqued yourfcif oA 
5 fome Remains of Modefty, and that yoa are afraid 
^ to declare openly that an excellent Bpok is good 

* for noihirrg. Deal ingenuoufly with me always. 

* Have not thofe fame Journaliji^ de Ttevoux^ that I 

* mentioned to you as one of the Examples which 
^ you ought to foHow, have not they ventured two 

* or three Times to condemn certain Works df 

* Bayk and Boileau^ for no other Reafon but becauftT 

* they did ftot love the Aathprs ? As for you, let 
^ Avarice fupply the Place of Hatred. Confider df 

* it, Sip, if yoti are afraid to tell a Lycj that is to 

* jwurfelf ; but for my Part I do not pay you for 

* telling the Truth, biit to commend the Books 

* which I- print, the Bad as -well as the Good, and 
*, to fiftd fauk wilh all that may hinder the Sale df 

* them. It feems you are for imitating the Probity 

* and Sincerity of Bayle and Salh. It is at your 

* own Option, Sir, to do as they do ; but you will 

* be fo good as to look' out for another Bookfeller, 

* as I (hall for another Journalift. However, ^ir, 

* if you are willif^ that we fhould continue to 

* have ariy^Deaiings together, try to arm yourfelf 

* with a little more Brafs, and^ in the prefent Jour- 

* nal which you are pow at work upon, be fo good 

* as tOi lafh the Performances of the Marquis 

* SAr , not only thofe he has already publifli- 

* ed, but thofe that )U fliali pubiiik hereafter, though 
^ '- - * * you 
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« you know nothing cither of the Titles or th^ 

< Subjca^/ Take and tear to Pieces all the TradS^ 
^ that »tt pH^ted fer .the Boofcfclfers. AT— and P — ; 
^ they are Janfeiiifts, EneiAics to God and the Go* 
^ vernment, and whit h worfe than all^ Mine* 
^ Get an exadl Account of th)e Books written by 

* the Molinifts of any Eminence ; cry them up to 

< the third Heaven, and ttptcvaWy thbfe that you 

* find written by. the Jefuits^ though it be even b^ 
^ their Lay-brothers. Criticife the new Tragedy 

* of Voltmre with Severity, and do not fail to re^ 

* proach him bitltrly for bis bavrng Ao Rellgionv 
*' though perhaps you have kfe yourfelf. You need 

* be in no Pain about that, it being only a Re-« 
^ proach which it is necefiary to caft upon that 
.V)>^thor to ftir up the Wrath of all Bigots againfc 
^ him, and indeed of all People that do Aot know^ 

* hhn* The Reverend, Father, the Re<ftor, told mr 

* Yefterday that he cannot bje puniflied too muck 

< for having propagated the Venom of Janfenifm u» 

* his Henriade and his OEdipus.* 

i' '• . . • / antf 

Without Doubt, A^zt Ifdae^ tbou wflt be di- 
verted ^with this Letter, and think as the Chevalier 
de Maifin hnd I do^ that: it i& an Original of it's 
kind. We banterirf the Bookfeller heartily on the 
Praife that hfe was for beftowing upon ferry Books. 

* If, (aid he^ nonfe but good Books were printed, 
'• half the Boddellcrs in tha World muft ftarye, 
..* and .the other Half would iiave mueh a-.do to 

* live. There are few People that can difcern a 
.• good Book from a bad one: If it b6 but a new 
•* orie, we^ncl. a Way to put it ofF; we take Caite 
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^ to get a pompous Charader of it ^fptayed in the 

* Journals, and the PuUk who are always the 

* Admirers and Dupes of Novdtjr, buy the Good 
« and Bad indifferently.* 

Thou wik not be fc> much furpmed, dear IfBUtc^ 
at wb^ the Bookfdier faid, if riiou doft but con- 
fider that there are few People who are able to 
dtftingoifli iciid Beauties frooi Tinfel and £il/e 
BriUtants.' A Book which is perftSly Methodic 
cal, and in which the Beauty of the Senttments 19 
anfwerable to the Regularity of the Sui^ds does 
not ftrike the Imagination of fome People fo mi|ch 
as another, that has here and there certain fpf^htly, 
flimiiig Sallies of Wit, though they are not conti- 
nued, but like to thofe Meteors which islaze 09 a 
fiidden as if th^y would fet the- whole 'World^on 
Fire, and in a Moment are extinfi. The WomeA 
efpecially are very Ibnd of Books whk1> capti? ate 
their Attention on Acc7)unt of fome extraordinary 
Adventure^ The Sublimity and Grandeur of Sub- 
JeSs, and the Beauty of Di£lion does not aamfc 
them fo much as what is Marvellous and Extraor- 
dinary. And it is plain that they had much rather 
read Romances than Books of Hiftory, though fuch 
as are for adding lidle liukt^ feldom find that Mix- 
ture^ in Romances. I could wiih that in the Title 
Page of fucb Books there was the Motto which is 
f refixed to the ancient JmaJif^ Lis ^ O^eiie, L /• 
Read and Forget; for though the Reading of 
Works of this Sort is anxuQng^ yet the Remem- 
brance of thfrni is pernicious 4 for it, leaves a Teri- 

* derneis on the Heart which foftens it, and gives 
the Mind a certain Tafte for Adventures which are 
dangerous to young People, and apt to lead them 
'Very much aftray. 

J wt^uld not be nnftaken as if I waa in^irely 
againft the Reading of Romances i any Zeai does 

not 
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not carry me fo faf as that comes to ; but I would 
have them r«ad only as an Amufement, and not, zn 
ft ferious Affair j and that they fliOMliTbe confidcred 
fts pleafant Dreanw, invented to give fomc littk 
Amufement to Men of Bufiners, and to unbend tht 
Minds of thofe who apply themfelves to /erious Stu* 
dies. Then the Romance would become an inno- 
cent Pleafurc, and People would no longer fpend 
Months together in reading a Medley of Inchant- 
ments» Amours, Duels, Combats, Affi|nationSt 
Treachery, Coqucttry, and Knavery, The Pro- 
Jiuble would be joined with the Delightful, and thf 
reading of Booki of Hiftory, Morality, find rational 
Pbilofophy wo^\d b^ the i^fis for Mea to buHd oiH 
that are dtfirousof Koowledgf* It ii true, tba^l 
thii Refiaementof the Tafto w^uld bf tiMrtaJ 
Blow 10 thct QeMralky of Autb^s i and .m&nf 
Writeri who pick up a Livelibood from fome ill* 
digeftfd Scraps of Hiftory,^ which they commit to 
the Prefs, would j[>erbaps be reduced to turn Shoe^^ 
makers. But if it were fo wh^re would be tht 
Harm? There would be only the fewer bad Au- 
thors)^ and Shoei would be the cheaper. The Go-» 
vernment and the Republic of Letters .would bOUl 
be the better for this new Regulation, The latter 
woulk get rid of bad Subjeds, tha( are a Difgrace 
to it,, and the Kingdom would find an Increafe of 
it's Artificers J and perhaps the Authors too would 
be over-joyed that they had changed their Condition: 
for how niany Shoe- makers are there that live, better 
than Writers i And how many of the latter, that 
were not for the Goodnefs of thofe Shoe-makers 
to give them Credit, would go barefoot ? Let their 
Thirft for Fame be what k will, they would foon 
^ fenftble that a Mechanic, who bals no*body to 
molf^ him, and is fure of three Meals a-Day, is a 
hundred Tjmes happier than an Au^or whodepend^ 

for 
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for his Subfiftartcc upon an EpifJle Dedicatory, or a 
Sonnet. 

But froitt what I fay to thee, dear I/aac, thoor 
muft not imagine that'ali Authors in France are fo 
tinfortonate, am^ that thereare no Perfons who Jub- 
fift by their Merit and Learnhig. As foon as a. 
Writer has drftfnguifhed himicif by any Talent, he 
is fohificd agihift the Frdwni of Fortune. It is 
true that fve never becomes rich, but in fhort he i$ 
fo' Well paid for his Work^, that he can afford to 
Kve handfomely. The Mifefy thnt I have been 
fpeaking ofj is confined only to bad Aiithors, Vfhh 
Commence fuch purely for Bread, and >who mifcar* 
rying in their Aim, generally ftarye. They make 
a Shift to Kve for a little while upon fome Money 
^hicb they get from the Bookfellers ; but fooncf 
or later this ^pply fail^j and theA it would be hap- 
py fdr them, as I havte alrtady fatd^ that they could 
be Shoe-makers, df even Goblert ; for in fuch a 
Calling they wou4d Hot be liable to the Mifery iif 
which they now pine. ^ 

Fare thee Wei), dear Jfaacj and may the Gdi 
of our Fathers give thee Wieahk and Profperity iiT 
Abundance. 

LETT E R tXIL 

Pfdm Aaron Monceca, at Paris, /# 
Isaac On is,^ Caraite, lately a Rabbif 
at Conilatitinople^ 

THOUGH t take ftrch Care, dear Z&^r, tobe 
acquainted with the Manners and UuftoiM of 
Ibe Frmdi^ yct'I »pp^y feveral Hours of the Day to 
. ' , Study. 
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Study. I art! afEcfuous to complete, or at leaft tir 
augment, the little Knowledge tHat I have acquired^ 
ai^d I endeavour . to avoid , every Thing that m^y 
obfcure and render it lefs clear and difficult. I am 
careful to obferve a Rule, and to follow aTVlethojI 
tvhich maj^ nnake the^Knowledge of the Truth eafy 

extravagant 
3, produces 
m to mal^c 
ie and little 
sir lleafon* 
rending Ojf 
^ains to re»^ 
phers whh* 
lie contrary 
fper^jj.aiw 
ifit^iout, ror 
UP being :ii# 

; fpnjetimc* 

is the wild* 

of fuch w^ 

flow th^ 

Jt is yery 

Pei;fon ru-* 

;£la on the 

yorJcs, ani 

when the Greek atid Roman Authors, great Men ai 

tftev wercj are cpnfidered neverthelefs as niecfr hu-* 

Hi an Beings, and by confequence liable to commifr 

Faiilfs': Then a Perfoh may be capable of improv-i* 

it\g v^ry much ; but when a Maii is ov€r and above 

fond of a Writer, only becaufe he i« CMie of ther 

Ancients, and makes it his chief Aim to know every 

Thing^ that he believed, without foulfing himfelf 

witlr' what' is really heceflary to be Believed, that is 

»<Sing as indifcrcctly as a Man who ihould prefer 

aiii. 
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an old Brafs Mcdali defaced and fpoiled, to a Piece 
of modern Gold, finely engraved, and the mord 
valuable by Rcafon of n'« Weight. Is there any. 
Thing fo precious as the Truth? And can all the 
Credit which an Author may have acquired in twa 
thoufand Years^ turn the Balance againft Realba 
and Evidence f 

^ It is the common Folly of all Commentators^ to 
deify the Defc£h md Errow of the Ancient*: 
They fancy that the Praife they give to the Au* 
thors to whom they comment^ recoils in 'Part 
upon themlelvesji and an Annotator it apt to loo^ 
upon his* Author and himfelf but ai one and the 
fame Perfon. Upon ibis Suppcfiiwt^ Hdf-lwi fia/i 
Wt Part admiriifyj ami Jbara tit thi Inanfi whiih it 
fits a Jmaiing u tht <Shj of another^ The moft 
mguiar Thing of M is, tnat the Commentatora 
do not only commend their AiHhors becaufe they 
cfteem them, but alfo bec^ufe it is the Ci^ocn ai^ 
Fafhion eftabliihed by Ions Uiage. A Cbmmen- 
tator would pafs among his l^rethrea as a Novice jn 
Ae Subjeds he treats of, if he did not praife tb^ 
Book and the Merit of it's Author far beyond the 
Truth. 

\ There are three SortSs of Work? that arc ca}c^« 
lated to lay Snares for our Reafon and Und^rftan^- 
ing, by prepoAeffing them with falfe Ideas, vi%» 
Commentaries^ Journahy and Prtfias, 

As it would be ridiculous for a Perfon to fay^ 
that he is employed on an inftgnificant and triflii^ 
Subjeft, the Commentators always give Notice that 
they are IlluftratSng or explaining a Divine Author 
of the Firft Rank, with a capacious, profound, 
and pcrielifating Genius, who was the Admiration 



• Malkl¥mt(lk\ Search after Truth, part ii. cap, iv. 
p. 200. ' * ' 

of 
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of the Age in wbtchlie lived, and of all Ages fince. 
The. Jeft of it i^ to find the fame Commentator 
vrho is employed upon two Authors^ whofe Sen* 
timents are dircftly oppofite, contradiding himfelf 
in every Article, and extolling an Opinion to the 
Skies, which he had damned to the loweft' Pit of 
Hell. 

The Jfoumalifts blame or commend a Work, juft 
a9 the Bookfeller, who is at the Expencc of Pnnt* 
f ng the Joumaly is intereiled in the Approbation or 
Cenfure of, it. 

An Author endeavours in a Preface to impofe on 
'liis Reader, and dazzle his Eyes, infomucfa that there 
is hardly one to be met with, which is conformable 
to Truth and good Senfe. 

* Therefore, dear Ifaac^ It is my Opinion, that ia 
order for a Man to pafs a folid Judgment on the 
Merits of a Book, whether ancient or modern, it tf 
abfolutely ncceflary he (hould readtt without Preju- 
dice t>r rrepoflcf^on ; that be (bould firft reconcile 
his Opinions with Reafon, and then with the Works 
i>f Great Men ; that he ihould examine thofe 
Pafiages which majr appear obfcure or doubtful to 
us, rqedt thofe which we plainly fee to be falfe, and 
adopt thofe with Pleafure which inform us and (hew 
us the Truth, or which ferve to corroborate the 
Knowledge of what we were acquainted with be- 
fbre. That is the only Way of iudcing folidly of 
the Goodncfs of a Work, and aU other Proofe arc 
either falfe or uhcertain. 

The Generality of Mankind judge of the Good- 
nefs of a Book only from the Reputation of the 
Author; which, it is true, is a ftrong PrepofleiSon in 
it^s Favour, but yet it is not a Mark that is infallible* 
$cot^ and many other 'Ifcholaftic Authors, had a ftiT- 
prizing Reputation in their Time, but are fince fallen 
into fuch Contempt, that they are hardly fo mucAi 
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:2S known by fome Monks. General Prs^ife no fur- 
vther afcertains the Goodnefe of a Work, than as 
fach Commendation pf it isj^uft and equitable, and 
^s it is founded on the niaturc Reflexion o/.the Pqrr, 
ions that pronounce it. . . 

Nor is the Sal^'of a Book any betterP.rocf of it's 
Gbodnefs. As the Number of People that read, 
trifling and .puerile Performances, is /argre^^er^an 
thofe who apply tben\felves feripufly tO;Study, th^. 
Slgarrures ie des Accords^ or, the Pifcords ^f C^n- 
cBfds, have been printed much oftener ^han the 
Works of Dei Cartel iind Gaffendli and th^ JPo/tryof 
Father de C^rceaUy than the ^.oem qf St. Pro/per by 
T^.deSaci, . 

A Book ought not to be reckoned a ^yhit the 
better for it'js being fcacce. The Writings of /^^y^wi/ 
,»re\ery fcarce, and .fo are many^qther Bobjcs writ- 
ten by Libqrti«es % whereas the W'orks qf Ciceroy 
^Intilian^ ^nd 'Pliito^ are very common.. Sha,ll it, 
therefor^ b.e faiflj that thefe are indifferent Au-* 
thors; ^nd but little Requefl:? On the contrar)'^, 
moil good Books are very common, and the ba^ 
onfes fcarce to be n?et with. Th^ Reafonqf it is 
ftaiTiy fays a modern Autho/, ,good Booh are often 
printed^ and the had bnei put oru^e or tv^u at rnojlyjind , 
fharuall^ '^ / ;'* ' " S \ 

The French iver^prepofTeffed, dear ^^^, to fucW 
a- Degree towards the Clofe of the laft Century, arid, 
the Beginriing of this, that if an Author was but. 
ancient, ^he heeded 'nothirig more to have a Num-' 
ber of Advocates, who ci:ied up his Faults for Perr 
fea?6ns. 'Gn the other H'and, feveral Perfons, were. 
ib far prejudiced in faVour of the Modern Wi-jters, 
thfettthey appirovcd of Nothing, and thought ^noth-: 
ing of the* Ancients good.^ A Man cannot^ve into/ 
fu^h extravagant Notibns, without bdn^ a Fool,' 
^' lN?fa'!3mahl 'and exccftivelv l^mDrant. Thereis a - 

re 
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juft medium in Things. The Ancients had their 
Faults, but tJjen'they had great Beauties j and there 
are fome of them whom the Modems could never 
£ome up to. This is the Method which I thinjc 
the propereft for fettling the Difpute about 'thi$ 
pifferenfcc. 

- ArtfiotU^ Plat9y Epicurus^ and the other ancient 
' JPhilofophers were very badNaturailifts; compared to 
jSaffendi^ Des Cartes ^ Newton^ &c. and forry Me- 
tsiphyficians compared to Locke and Mallebrancke. 
Their Notions, asi to moral Philofophy, were a^peN 
jbft as ours^j of the Truth of which Fafl^ Tully^^ 
Offices arc an invincible Proof. They were meer 
Tgnoramus^^, or but little better, as to Aftronomy,* 
Navigation, and Geography ; but in Point of Hiftdry 
l^t^ have outdone us. J'ather Paui^ M. de ThoUp 
Mapin Thoyras^ ^zre even far fliort of that Perfedion 
which we find in the Fragments that are hft us of 
Salt^ and Tacitus ; and they are far inferior to Titus 
Lhy^ Thucidides^ and Xenophony be the P^rfbrmance 
of the latter ever fo inconiideraMe* 

The Beauties of TaJJi^ Milton^ Fokaire^ are not 
equal to thofe of homer 2Lnd Firgil; not but the 
Poems of the Ancients have their Faults as well as 
the Modern, but they have fo much of 'the Good^ 
the Sublime, the Marvellous, that certain Faults 
are'hardly vifiliie, or at leaft are eifily pardoned *• 
Guarini's Pqfior Fidoj F$nteneSe's Bcloguesy and fome 

• It muft be allowed, that there arc great Defers in 
flomerh Poems. Biit a Man muSt be either very igncr 
;:ant or prejudiced, not to p^rpeive their charming Beau- 
ties. Such is the Iliad, of which I ftiould rather choofe 
ip have been the Author, thajo, of all La Motte's Works, 
and I will venture to fay, than (excepting Fontenelk\) 
.of all the Compofitions of the Members of the French 
Academy;! mean the /r^;?r/^ Academy in it's prefent 

r .e 
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fome of tfaofQ of Segrais arrperhAps preferable to 
the Works of Theocritus ; but ifx FirgiFs Works 
there are Eclogues whibh outweigh them> and per- 
haps totally eclipfe them. 

The Tragedies, of Sophocles and EuripiJes ire vcrjr 
beautiful ; but a Man who is not an Idbli:&er of An* 
tiquity, does not pet^ceive fo nttich of the BrilUantt 
nor fo many Charms, and (6 much oPtbe Soft and 
Sublime at the fame Inftant, as in thofe of CorneiUe 
and Rome. There are even fome' French Poets 
that come a vaft way behind thofe two Utuftriout 
Mo4ern8$ but neverthelefs may compare with the 
ancient Gr^ek Tragedians : The Ariana of T%9ma$ 
ComeilU, thei Rbadmj/fts^ of, Cre^n^ the three lafl 
ASts of Vobair/% Oedtpusj ^nd bis Brutus^ are equal 
perhaps to the Ek^ra of Euripides^ anc} the Oediput 
of Sophocles* As to t\kt Itahans^ their theatrical 
PerformatKes are deteftable. It ketnt that Italjt 
was never capa^e of producing any Genius, who 
could treat a Tragic Subject as it fiiould be« 
Sen^a*% Pieces wWch remain to us at thiis Dav, 
do not come up to thofe of Pradm \ and we fliould 
have been very much obliged to bur Anceftors, if 
they had left us fdme better Compoittioti ^n the 
Room of it* 

As for Comedy, that of the Ancients and the Mo- 
dems is pretty equal. Arifiophams^ Mtrumder^ P/au^ 
k4S^ Terence^ may be matdied with Don Lopex de la 
Vega^ Molsere^ and fome good Engtijh Authors of 
that Kind. Yet I think if the Point was examined 
critically and impartially, after mature Reflexion, 
one might be deterfnined perhaps to give the Mo- 
derns the Preference/ 

Several Authors have comppfcd very fine Ele- 
gies, and fome Pieces of Gallantry in thefc latter 
Times. ' The Countefs of Suzah^s fucceedcd p^r- 
hap^ better than all of them \ but her Works do not 

. -^ come 
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come treaf thofe of OwV, THuBus^ anrf Prcperfites* 
The Odei was carried by thfc Greeh and Romans tp 
fuch a Piitcli of Pcrfeftion as it never has arrived 
to fince. TTicre is no Comparifon bctyvcen BinJar^ 
Horace^ and Anacrecm^ and Mdlherbty RQuffeau^ and 
la Afotte; not but the latter have many Beau- 
ties. /J^«^<?« efpcciafly fct tnit inipc^ a Manner, 
that the Advocates for Ac Moderns entertained 
Hopes that he vi^ould one Dzy pr other equal Horace. 
But it fcems that the fame Ai-r^ which bdaftcd his 
Reputation, cxtinguiftcd hfc Genius ; for after he 
was b^riifccd'froin France^ he did not write a Piece 
that was worthy of the Vivacity and Penetration of 
the Brabanders. And his Mufe, though apfdautled it 
Bruffeis, is adually hiffcd^vcry where elfc in Europe^ 
by every Man that has the Ici^ff Notion of French 
Poetry. >-.;-.■•- 

As ta Eloquence, we tre very much inferior to 
the- Ancients. B^Ju^U FkcBer^ t^trouy la Maitre^ 
Bourdaloucy had neither the Force> nor Fire, nor 
the SuWime oi Demofthenei \ nor have they comfe lip 
trj the Majefty, Grandeur and pignity of Ciuro. 
Modern Italy has produced no Orator of Djftinftlon ; 
and all it's Preachers are rather Scaramouches, Buf- 
foons, and*Harlequiny, who divert their Hearew by 
Puns and Conundrums, rhan Men that pretend to 
reach the Heart, and to captivate the Minds of their 
Heardrs by their Eloquence. •^ 

This is what I think, dear Jfaac^ may be faid 
with the leaft Partiality as to the Difpnte between 
the Ancients and the Moderns. That is the Opinion 
of all the learned Men who make Ufe of their 
Reafon, and do not abandon themfelves intirely to 
the Prejudices which they may have imbibed in tjieir 
Infancy. The Regents in the.Colleges generally in- 
ifpjre. their Scholars with the utmoft Contempt for 
' -Vol. II. I ^ all 
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all Authors, whofe Works arc not fifteen hundred 
Years old. That was the Time, fcri ibey^ when 
lyiep bad ^^CjFreqdom of Thinking ; but fincc that^ 
ithcy baye been forbid to make Ufe of cheir Underr 
(landing^ T^.upg People accuftom themselves bf 
little and lit^e to think after this Manner^ and do noC 
care to have theif Opiniop contradided, or fo muc^ 
as examined. Theynevcr look into Books that they 
bear run down y and when they are come to a cer- 
tain Age, tneir Prejudices are lb ftrong that "they 
Jbok into modern Authors in Hopes of finding Argu- 
ments to dimlnifli the Beauties that ftrike them. 
Hqw many People that are charmed with the Poetry, 
Und iiioblebold Sentiments ^f ^(?Ai7iV/, vet condemn 
his Henriadi without a Defire to diuinguifli the 
Beauties from the Defers f. and this only becaufe 
they fancy that a Modern cannot write a g6od Epic 
Jiotxn } ]DUt I would £ain alk them, whether they , 
believe that in ancient Days Men had two Heads, 
two Souls, two Underftandings, four Hands, and 
/our Feet? If fo, to be fure norie of the Moderns 
can ever vie with the Ancients. But if like us, they 
bad but one SouU ^nd one Underftanding, I doubt 
not but there may fiill be found a Genius as good as 
that of Virplj except he that formed it revealed to 
them that hereafter he would produce no more Men 
who fhould attain to that Perfedion. 
' Fare thee well, dear Ifaac^ live content and 
happy, and may Heaven grant thee Health and- 
Wealth. Praj write to me as foon as thou canft. 
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L E T T E R LXIII. 

From^, Jacob Brxto, at Naples, to 
, Aaron Moncbca, at Paris. 

^'^ r r^ Days, dear Mcmeca^ fince I arrived 

But before I acquaint thee with 

ions i have. already made in this Ci- 

thee fome.ParticujaTf of what I faw 

^p. The Nazarenes pfetend that the 

t City was carried thither by Aiigels. 

e in a ViUage of Naxareib in Judaa^ 

y fay, was .firil brought to Dubnutia^ 

;)Qn the Mountain of T^foltOt whciie 

le it re(led« From thence the iairie 

1 it farther, and fet it down in a 

s Marquifate of Ancsna* At lengthy 

irpe Turns more, it was ^carried for 

to the Place where it now ftands : 

\ar£TU5 to Hx it there intirely, and to 

prevent it from rambling any more about for die 

future, have built a magnificent Temple with which 

it is inclofed. " , 

The Priefts who ferve in this Temple preteiki 
that the Houfe is built of Stones that are quite un- 
known: But I muft tell thee, that after having 
examined the Thing, I plainly perceived that it was 
built of Bricks, and certaiii grey raddifh Stones, 
whkh arc Nothing more than what are very com- 
mon. Thefe Stones and Bricks arc fo ill joined 
together, that it is plain the Mafon's Worjc was 
done in very great Hafte. People came to Loreito 
from all the Countries in the World; for all the 
^Kazarcrie Papifts, have as great a Veneration for this 
1 2 Place, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Place^i as we have for jfervfolem y ,^nA .fqqiie^Y^j^r;j 

ago, during the. Eaftcr-^9iiday^ . tl^qcc^lMfC^re .a^t Z^a- 

retto neaV;two bundrjcd ,t^9uraa^ Rilgriossi, Men 

and Women ; but Pic 

a Share. ^8 Devotion ir 

Part of both S^9ce^ tp 

Loritto ail avet.Jtafy^ 

The Monks ^nd Niji 

drefled in odd fantaftlc; 

'i^ a little too loog> th 

Backs of AiTes^ which 

of San£lity« like the ( 

coran toj A&cir. They 

•liever tQ ftumble, ai 

^tbqirBrother Species; < 

:trati9ii,fo thai; the Ri 

they willy without fear of their rambling out t)f the 

Read; . 

The chief Ceremony of the Pilgrijns when thpy 
.come, is a Proceffion round the Temple upon their 
Kn^es, whi'ch is the pleafanteft Sight in tljie Wqrld. 
Imag^ie, dear -lAir^^, thou waft to fpetwo or three 
hundred School- boys hopping upon one Leg one af- 
ter another, and when one tumbles, he.tha; is next 
bf hind falls over him. Juft fo it happi;ns tp the Pil- 
grims of LonttOi who vie which (h^Il. creep near^ft 
to the T'* •• - ■ "^ • ' hat fome going .o,ne 
Way, : q,,^^ h^ppem ^ very 

often tl bc^,. and b^Cor^the 

Devoti ok and x:uff. ..: . ; 

If t] 1^^' Jfe&zvWy when 

and he ?, ^as,iullr^.,ijt. will 

not be tp give l^bee. a very 

clear ^ ^lliuff 4he^^:with«any 

Cerfainty i$, that this prete^p^^^d |(iirAcl^ happening 
in the Fony(ificate of qne B$nijf(He^^t cunning,. |harp, 

' complaiiant 
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complaiTant Man, capiable of putting the grcateft 
Defigns in Execution, and withal cxceflively cove* 
tous, it is probable'tha't in one Night feVeral Work- 
men buift'chat Fabric, which they fey ^as brought 
horn Nazareth^ and whi^h at tnoft is out one Room, 
very fraiaH and low; This too is the ndbre probablr^ 
kccaafe'iat that Tinii there was no Habitation for 
iboVfe-a Ije^ud^^froc^ the Place where the Temple' 
iff Loretio',^u^\\y ftaMs; At the Tfme when the. 
Story of'tliSYadden^ Arrival of tHls'floiift wks eiven 
out, thfe Vazarenei' tvere plunged" in fuc'h grow Ig- 
norance, ' anij (0 bcfotted with Superftitiofi, that 
-Hi^'W^ rfeady blThdly tcl believe any Thing, ever 
h^Qhitivjih Schfe arid Re^n. ''pat I reitly "Qiief- 
«oni trffiWhcr f\fch a *Mifacle v<rould rh'ake it*s For- 
tuAif rtoW, br at leaft, Avht^ther It' would meet with 
:lny'15cr(^ridifrsr except in 7/r.'/f. * ' 

. So much, dear M^ncsca^ for Loretto. I come; 
nfafw^'tofpeSk of l<!^ks., wH^rfe I have aJrtftfy feen 
a grtifeiiijliiy- fine Plaeeis fince I came; This Cfty 
\m fcc^ f* often ravaged, that moft of Ift Antiqui- 
ties Hifebefen ddffroyedbp' damaged j'iiowevcr the 
Rtittts df aii Amphitheatre are ftilltb be feen, and 
two bf three Fronts of old Temples which are ap* 
proptated to the Embellifliment of lie w ones that 
havfe bee^n built upon the Foundations and Ruins of 
the others; 

NaflitM oncof'the biggeft a(htf "fincft Cities in 
Eta^i^e^' ztii c^^n ftems to have tft*^ Advantage of 
Rome^ Lm^n^ Parhy and' FMce.- ^"^'It is in the ge- 
neral rcgtrlar and beatitlfulV-tlfefc orfief Cities have 
indee^d many grand Houfes, but then* they arc iii- 
terfpetfdd ^irkh )bv«^ onies\ or fucb as are ill built, 
and "dlfajgrceiMe td the View. ' 

* The Neitpolkins ar^ reckoned the worft and wic- 

kcdcft Peojpld m Bur^fe. **Thcre Was » Tim« when 

I 3 a Couple 
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a Couple of Crowns wa* a Markit-price for ^ 
Man's Life ; and there were above three thoufaml 
Banditti in the Kii^doiri that bad the Afliirance 
to make a Stand againft regular Troops^ which 
were at inifinite Trouble to extirpate the Race of 
them. But at length the Spaniards^ and after theni 
the Germans hgiyt almoi^ inti rely purged the State 
of all thofe Mrfcreants \ for thej put a grent Num- 
ber of them to Death, and firuck the others with; 
fuch a Terrier,, that thejr have been forced to lajf 
ihemfelves under a Reftraintf and to change ^ their 
Way of Life. . 

The NeapoHt^s formerly loved the Spaniards, 
very much, but abhorred the Fremb^ and hated the 
Germans, Their Way of thinking fecms now to be* 
partly changed : Of this they have given feveral t 
Proofs fince the laftWar; and at prefent I think > 
it may be faid^ that they ftill abhor the Fremby\x^iL ^ 
hate the Spaniards^ but love^ the Germans. Thiat , 
is the Tafte of aU //^/k; though -T cannot imagine i 
what it is nijake^ the People fiickFriends to the Ger^'; 
mans. As {ovi^z German Officet indeed I am not > 
at a Lofs tq think why he is better beloved by an 
Italian than a French Officer : For the Geroiatk 
drinks his Landlord's Wine, and takes Pofleffion 
of the beft Apartment in the Houfe without mucii 
Ceremony ; whereas the FrenchmaH on the contr^y 
makes a thoufand Cringes, lies in th^ fiarnr ca^er 
than fail ; fpends the little Money he has in Feaihi 
and Prefents, but carcffes the Women ; wAicb 
laft is' a capital Crime among tl^ ttalians. But 
they hate the Spaniards from a di&rent Caufe^ 
though fmce their Humours fympatbwze prctfty much,5 
being Bigots and Slaves^ke to tbf;TkIonks, and zca^; 
Ipus Servants to the Holy Office, it; is furprizing diat 
they (houW be more in Love with the Severity of 

the 
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the Germans^' which keeps them under ve/jr great 
Reftraint. - 

As there are few People in Baly To wkked as 
the Neapolitans^ fo there arc few that are fo igrto-» 
rant ?.nd ftupid. They feem to vcikkt ho ortie^ 
Ufc of their Reafon, than to give a{ Relifli to their 
Vice; for unlefs fome wicked Aftion is in Hand, 
a Neapolitan has little more Sehfe tKah ^-a Beaftt * 
This grofs Ignorance prevails even amorig the Peo- ' 
J)le of Diftinftion, and it i^ really furprizing to fee * 
how ftallow they are! ^ They cart t«114iow rinany 
Temples there are in Naplii\ which arcnhe Saints* 
Days 5 what Streets the Phwriffioitt^^o through; 
\diat Coffee-houfes P^ple mecft iiX\ and that ist alf 
they k:n6w. The other Day as I was in bne of thofe 
Coffee-iioufesi I heard a Neapolit^ Nofakman a(k a 
Queftioh of a Frenchman^ which will ehable thee ' 
to judge W the Undferfbnding of hia inters: He 
aiked very feriotifty if the Harbour of Paris was as 
fia^dfome as that of Napkty and if the King's 
Ships rode in it? I ^th willing b tlwnk Aat all the 
t&str Noblemen art not quite fuch Fools ; 4)ut in 
general there is no Ignorance like to" that of a ^• 
apoBtan Nobleman. 

^oft of the Grandees of the Country refide com-^ 
monly at Rof^e; they pafs* fome Time ever/ Year 
at Natksy and after that Seafon is over, they go back 
ai^in; Tjicy are in the Right to think',R^a milclr 
more agreeable' Place to refide in; for there is no 
Conip^Hfon betwixt the two Cities. 
' The Temples at Naples are magnificent beyond 
a|!! Expreffion ; they are adorAcd from Top to Bot- 
iSwh with Marble, Porphyry, Golci, Silver, Brafs, 
and magnificent Painting ; and thofe of Rmp^ un« 
left we except St. P^ftfr's, are not better than thofe 
of this City. One of the chief was built, as the 
1 4 NaTuirenes 
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Nazarmisjzyj upon Account of « great Miracles 

for zt ^NapUsj as in the Reft of Itafy^ fdaKC anj 

Thing is done, in which the Saints are not fetn^rk^ 

ably concerned. Thej fay therefore that the Devil^ 

in the Shape of a Hog, walked every Day regularly 

in the Place where the Temple h built s and ^atlie 

frightened the Inhabitants to fuch a Degree, thafc 

they ran away, and the City was by Degrees qoit^, 

deferted. This Devil of a Hog made a terrible grunt*- 

ing. He fpent his Time better than in turning vp 

the Ground with his Snout; for when he caiughtany 

Perfon, efpecialiy fuch as had not t^ken Care ,to giv^ 

Charity fo.tbe.,ppor M^dicant l^ryars, he maltreated 

them, and reduced them to a Condition whi^h ei^. 

dangered their Lives. One Pompomus^ who .was at 

"~ ?d a. Female 

evotion, an4 

»r heir in tttc^ 

; Recreatiohj^ 

if. th,c Edificq 

tit »iand thwi 

der which i$^ 

.prefcrve:th"a 

le. / 

;^ity that are 

Convent ofj 

Paiflterprerr 

[^opycriTatioa 

sfev Prodigies 

appeiis here. 

which they 

e yanuarius^ 

s they bring.' 

ics. Whea 

and U is ne-, 

rimes to tha 

Shrine^ 
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Shrine, the People take it for a Thrcatning of the 
gteateft Dangers. If Januarius fliould not happen 
to be in the Humour to let his^ Blood boil at all,'' 
-there would perhaps be fotne firange Revolution in 
the City. • 1% is true that the Viceroys of Naples or- 
,4cr the PWeft§ very ferioufly to fee that the Miracle 
has it's Operation, and tell them they fhall be an^ 
fwer^ble for the Succefs of it^ Some Years ago the 
Bottle not bubbling asfoon as it ufed to do, the Peo- 
ple ran raving about the Streets like mad Folks ; but 
a^ length the Miracle operated^ and a Calm fuc- 
xeeded. 

. Is it. poffible, dear Monceca^ that Men (hould be 
fo ignorant and filly as to give into fuch Chimae- 
xas, jtnd for others to be io knavifli as to endeavour 
jthus to abufe the Credulity of the Vulgar ? What 
, would the Nazarenes fay of us, if we gave into fuch 
Errors ? What Piles of Tradls would be writtwi 
againft us? How ridiculous would their Authors 
make us? ^ How bitterly would they reproach us. 
■V Ye filly People (they would fay to us) what a Part 

* do you make the Divinity to perforjp ? Has he 

* .need to nianiieft hirhfelf by fuch Mummery ? 

* Life up your Eyes to Heaven. See how the Sun 

* repeats with Gigantic Strides it^s daily Race. 

' * Thefe are Tokens worthy of the Grandeur of the . 
^Almighty. Have you forgot that he has forbid 

* ydu-jby his Law to make yourfelf the Likcnefs of 
./i-atiy Thing, in Heaven above, or upon the Earth 
,^ bcn«a|h^ or in the Waters under the Earth. Dafii 

* i^oiir Vial therefore in Pieces, an^ the Image which 

* you think has the Power ^f making this Blood to 

* boil. 'Remember that the God of your Fathers 

* even puniflied the ChildKcn for the Wicked nefs 

* of ibcir Parents.* Such would be the Language 
©f the Nazarents to u^. But if they themfelves do 

* a Things it is always virtuous and jaud»b]e. Infatli- 
-- * . * i I 2 bility 
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bili^y it dictr Portioft, amd Error tad ConfuGoA 

OUTS. 

' Fare thee well, dfKr Monceca^ and let m^ hav^ 
ithe Delight to hear from thee. \ 

LETTER LXIV. 

Trom Aaron: MoNCt:cA,j^/ Paris, to 
Isaac O n i s, a Caraite^ formerly a 
Kabbu at Conftantinople. ^ 

A POET of whom I have often made mentft)n io 
thee, has lately inriched the Theatre whh«a 
new Tragedy which is beautiful, moving, wdl 
condufled, well diverfified, arid full of noble «ifd 
bold Sentiments. Before I communicate fomfe Re- 
flexions to thee which X have made upon the -Sub- 
jeS of this Piece, and that then mayeft the better 
relifli them, it is neceflary for me to fey one Word^lo 
thee concernicg the Author's Charafter. - ^' 

Voltaire (which is 'his Name) is of a lively, ^^ 
netrating, bold Genius j' be is an excellent Vietf- 
fier, a better Philofopher than Poets are general9)r» 
a Man of Honour, alFable'and without CereHl#ny 
in Society, but fo prepofieftd is be in Pavoiil« -of 
a Man of Wit, that he cfteems a truly kariMtd 
Man far beyond an 'ancie]nt'^^N^)leman,'wllo Has ; 
no other Merit than bis Title or ExtraQiM. Tlie 
little Regard he hat fliewh upon fome Occafidns 
to Peribns of the firft Rank, has brought dange- 
rous Enemies upon his Back. He writes with fuch 
a bdd Pen, and Tometimes gives fuch a ptrblic 
Rebuke tt> Sttpcrftition» that tte Monks,' «lfek 

EmifiatKicSy 
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EmiiTaries^ and thofe who do not love |um, give it 
out all over Europe^ that he has no Religion at all. 
Nevert;heler9 in all his Works there is a Spirit of 
Candour and Humanity, which plainly fhewt that 
he is thoroughly convinced of the Exiflence of a 
God, who is Good, Juft, and fovere;ignIy Powerful ; 
4bd tyei\ fome of thofe Pieces, for which he is moft 
bitterly reproached, and in which be conftantly 
denies bis haying any Share, are full from the Bc^ 
ginning to the End of the Praifes, which all Men 
are obliged in Gratitude and jDuty to afcribe U) Uie 
Divinity. 

That which is furprizing in this Country is^ the 
Fury with which People. attempt, thoi^b wldiout 
Proofs, to charge certain Books and Writings upoil 
Persons that diiavow them. Thou wouldeft be >de- 
ceived if thQu tbougbtefl that in Frami an Author 
was jpnly refponfibk for his own Works ; he is ac- 
countable for all that the Public and bis Enemies are 
;pleafed to impute to him. The Vulgar has coa- 
;4€mned twentv Writers for Pieces in which th(^ 
never had the jeail Hand. But what wiU aftonim 
-Aee mor-e,, is the Spite which certain mean Authors, 
,the vile Excrements of JPnauifiis^ bear |o all thofe 
that $xe diftioguiihed for their Merit and Learning. 
. They (iirfeit the Town with ^n Inundation of Satyrs, 
find fault with the beft Books without any Deco- 
filflfl, boinch. out into Invcdives in Coffee- houfes, 
: a»():^ber pu^iPl^^, and by meer Dint of. Cla- 
wonf t)iey fometimes^ gain the Belief of the credu- 
lowPart:Qf the B^bIic; )ik^ ^o the. R^ens, which 
,*«; th#tr,4^ro>ikii)g f|^^ce,itl^?. SoBgHPf jfbe dear 
Vith^^S^P^Ajpy/n it's %lo4>f U ,.. , \ 

: ^ [Oj^'Af V^air4% bittercft ^ gJandiyOTS^ is ^ Mon- 
ger fpewed up put of Hclj for tlie Punifliment of 
'.alt Authors wbp hai^e any ](jSp{ktaji(fon, and value 

.J .. '16 is 
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is the Name of this Brother of JkSfo^ with his Qui- 
ver of CaUinmy^ wounded every Mati that had any' 
Merit with, his Arrows ', and though ke was the Ene« 
my of all Mankind, bjs Hatned ragied* with the 
hiore Violence againft thofe that her thought thi 
moil deferving: of Efteepav Sq many Crimea, in 

ick: The 
ercft to de* 
(Condemned 
, and if he 
t6d the pk 
Und of tIJt 
t from one 
uid 1 alem 
> tholr that 
i Vit>er ik 
ssthey^litA 
t to whit* 
laft» be!?% 
JV he ftayal 
ki'Sei|pelien 
»m his R€^ 
I whcMfi Me- 
lent. Tbif,. 
ipal AdV^- 
tthe ot&i^s 

Were'. :" ' '?>,•-' ■ *^ 

ly of ^Arfrt, 
IdAM wiil«^ 

>he.AtttiHi«i 
mated^evM 4o. 
Fumidies Aidh^ 

give, thfee-atnt 
ITS of tl)Ne ^bief 
.♦ ft 

@«>VefA0#'4>f 
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erf the Gram which he his refccived fr6m the Coun- 
cil at A^idrid to refign his Etuploymtnt to him. 
He intre^ts hifn to releafe fomc Prifoners tWat vrere 
apprehended the D^jr before, and acquaints him 
how he was faved"iini Battle by one of them, an 
JmerieanYovixai^^ Dbn Gutman is* loth to follow his 
*aiher's^ Advice. Tfee Cha^afters of Don jttuanz 
afid T)Hm€Bzmaft artf uhrslVeHed |>erfe<aiy well ih 
^is fiHk Scene, and theff Cdnverfatton makes the 
ntkuileMe iMokitt Mafti^ of the Sabjed of thb 
9iecei*'' GasdrfUtrh, wbtn *t grants Lrfe to thePri- 
fbnet9 or his Fatfier, Who iy as good-natured and 
^1u compaffionate 16' the Unfottunate, as his Son h 
^otdj haughty, kni crutl, intreats him to trv 
what 4ie coiild to turn the Heart of jt/%ira (the 
patrghter '^ Monkza^ Sovereign of a Part qf 
Fettfi) whom he is t6 marry. \ti' the feme ASt 
Wfc fare- informed hy Ahka berfelf, . that »{he had 
'*fecw (itomUed to Z«wwr, an Ammcan Frint*, 
and' that flite wai jiift going to be yiityt^ to him in 
Maermtony, when the cruel Guxmm came and i€- 
parated teer from a Lover whom ihe adored. In 
'i«^«»iftgf th» Account -of her- Mtsfortunci ti h«r 
Father Mintezn^ while he ^1^ plfeading nfrith h*r 
^iir^Ba^our XsVGftxman^ ihe addo^ints the Aosdience 
oi^thetti ^rttbeut AfiPeftiition, as wel> as >br>lwir 
*^hangii% her R^gk^fi/ in<4^he very lirft Scenes ibe 
SuhJeA of the Piece is fully explained, 'Z^nAlr 
i^^Vf^ajJNIlbught te^'be dead< j^ one of thofe un- 
"kndirti frMbn^s that f*a# been fet it Lrbcrty. He 
nieetit n^^feifWi iSgaiw the 'Very Moment ^hat fte 
> collies' lirbm'the 'AUar whei^ fte had 'fwom to l|e 
>trtae fift¥ iev^f^^t'o^ ©*zmir»» ^ho c<hnes that Inftimt 
lind i\ir|)rJa&es Aewiboth tbgetbeh^ T-hc great Sjil- 
^ of this' ://;^mr<»i' did not fuffejr him to conceal 
iiis Name aiid Family. ' Gli^tntm^' ^\io was vbx^d 
kud j^^ua* to the )all-'3?egr6^'y r^lolvfs be fbtfl 

dir 
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die ; (nit afterwards bis J^'ath^ opfxyfed^ his Refola* 
tion^ and by a certain Accideiil;^ w^kb iias a charm<- 
f ng Effect on the M^nd^ of tb^rAudkncCi this fame 
Zmor is difcovered to be tba€ vecy Amrk^n ivho 
had faved the Life of y/i^nvft jn ^6attle. Gmsxim?!!, 
notwithftandingj hijs Father's. Jiltr^^^. orders Z^r 
mor to be committed to Pri(b)i: Ahdru trembling 
i^r'her Lover^ bribes' one of bis Keepers ; who iin<- 
^ertakes to carry him iafo out of the Town 9 bi^ . 
90 fboner does TiiimoT.bmi* hin^elf at Liberty, jbao 
l^e takes the Opp<>ptiinity.itQ.f«i:rifice the crue} ^Gifa^ 

37;? pn the Spot, though' att^di^ by his Guards, 
e is thereupon feised ;suid' fentenced to. die, as is 
likewife dhdra^ who was thought to l^av^ had a 
Sh^re in the^Murder' of her Spoufe, though ihe was 
perfe£Uy innocent* But: juft as thefe unhappy Vk- 
;tims to Lovt were jc^cfye^ing every Minute to be 
put to Death, Gwacign^^yfh^ w^s not yet dead of the 
. Wou^d he re^ivedi/rom Zatnor^^ makes amends for 
ail his Cruelties and.,Barharit4es, by {hewing a ge- 
iierous Cljemenicy in JtheJaft Breath of his Ufe. 

This, in few Words* deair Jfiacyis the Subjefl- 
•f the Piece; and. the following are the different 
Charadeis of.tbe^A^^s*. 

JhHtN% is^a-pc^ed-honeftrMan, fuH of Candor 
^and'HumajOit^^ jealous for hi$ ReligfOn, but with- 
out being blinded by that Rage liQ^whichvtbey gixe 
the Name,t)f .Piely. ,x ; . * iy.».i '1 '^• 

Guzman is proud,^vain, haughty, ftaiely, cruel; 
fich a Man, in flioutt Mtthe S^itimA are repft- 
fentedJO be who Q^nq^tr^AMmt&i <and \$ k fuHy 
.pofieffi^d vrith th&pemi^itous Maxims of the Makei^ 
^ Convei'tst ithat provided itey are^bul made 
(^briAians, jtj is all alike to him whi0h way k k done* 
. Montexii i$ a new Convert, convinced bf the 
Religion which be has embr;iced; but his Daug)^* 
jfier on the. contrary weddeA tojbsrjold Pr^udic^, 
;, , owes 
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owes her Virtue 10 her own good Seafe ^ortly, fo 
that few.of her Motives are /bunded <m Religion. 

Zamor is zealous for his Gods, a faithful Loy^^ 
formed bythe pure Lefipns of Nalure, iiumane to 
all Men in general, irreeoncileable to his Enemies^ 
full pf Valour, and fit for putting t^e bold^ft De« 
figns in Execution. 

Thefe Various Charafters are kept up perfe£Hy 
•well, and accompanied with many glaring Incid en t^^ 
which (Irongly engage Attention yfivarez at thp 
(ameTime that he gives the lirfl Idea 6f his own 
Gh^t^Ster^ thus ^nformsthe Audience of tb^ Cruel^ 
ties of the Spaniards^ 

Jh! Dim n$us envomi^ far uh <ontraire ChoUty. • 

Pour anfiancerfon Nom^ four faire ainur fes Loix : 
£i nous^ de ces Climbs X>oflr^£feuri tmplacMei % 
Nous^ 6f d'Or &f de Sang toujour s infatiables ; * 
Deferteurs defes Loix qu^ilfalloit enfeigner^ 
Nous igorgeons a Pevple^ au lieu de k gagn^* '• 

Par Nous tout eji in Sang^ par Nous to>ute^ en Poudrs\ 
Et Nous ft (toons du del imiie que la Foudre. ' 
Notre Nomjje Pavoui^ infpire la Terrekr y ■ ^ > 

Les ^fpagnohfont craints\ mats^ ib fmien Htrreuf^ \.^ 
*FIeaux du nouveau Mpnde^ ihju/ies^ vairls^ a^'Oans^ 
Nousfeub en et Climat nomfommes le$ Barbarei. =' ^ 
i,* Jmericainii' farouche en fa ftneplidti^ ' ' 

^Nous egak en Cwra^eyi^ nous pajfe en Bdnti^ ' ^^ 

Are we fent hither in. our Maker's Oaufey ' '*} 

To fpk-ead his Name^ and recommeM bis iJabs?^- 
We! whtd deftroy the Country without Merey I t 
'Shall we whh Blood and G<rid inAtiate Rigel^ '^ 
Shall wedeferthis Law^we were4o teach, ' > 
And cut the People's Throats to win th^ir Hearts? 
Our Priefts are all for Blood, for Sword and Firi, " 
. And;-^ly. ia it's TbiiQdc;!: ij^.4ik^ Heave)i I • ' 
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OurName I own' it. Terror doth infpire. 
The Spfinlarifs 4^t^ied^^hut wore abhorred. 
ProuJ, covetous, uRjuft^ we, .we alone 
Are the Barl^ariam here ^ -of this Worid the Scourge. 
The vr'xU yfmmcim^ though rough, yet honcft, 
Surpafleth^t ia Goodncis^ and hath not left Cou- 
rage. . . 

I cannot be certain, dear ^ute^ whether thou art 
Tenfible that all the different Charaders of this Play 
'Jirevifible In thefe fourteen Lines* Thzt of Jlvarex 
h difpkyed by the Compaflion which is confpicuous 
in his Words, where hevgiyc< a perfeA Figure 
of the Spamards and the ^Amtrkanu It is plain 
that this is a Touch of a 4na&er|iy,^ Hand. The 
^fpllo^ing is another^ not a whic ioferior to it: 
Ahira '^fpeaking to her Fath^r^ ^iraws her own 
Pidure. . .. - 

Mts ytftix n^mt jufqu^tct rien vu que par vAfTfUx I 
^Abn CiVeir^. chungi par v$»Sj fbandorma ffs {PUitx. 
Je ne. re^e foini kwrs, Grandiurs UrraffSi/s^ 
Devant ce Dieu nouveau^ comme »«rx, (AaiJJsiS^^- ^ 



Whatever I fee is with my Father's Eycs^ - * 
Whatever ILovIs is f%>r my Father's Sake : ; 
♦ 1 changM my very Gods and took my Father's. 
Yet hai this Father, pioufly fevere^ 
Wrong'd my. belieying Weaknefe, and ^undone tnc. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Let. 64; 7i&r Jew i s h Sjpy. 185 

He- told me, ta compofe my troubled Heart, 
Peace held hcf pWrffffig it the Ak^r-s Foot. 
He told^me* his Rcligioh car'd Dcfpafr, - 
It*iXdw, it s Moral cbftifeiting and pure, 
Ar.d^foiFt^n*d every Pang tliat picrc'dthe SouL 
But^A4^tw<^ all4)ec^t \ aU dear Del lifioii! 
Mix'd with the Image of an awful God, 
A human Image flruggles in my Heart, 
AitcKrl^cK^iiif iviffinf Virtue in it*s rifing ! 
ZanAr) -fh^* dtr^d'td Natiirc, lives to Love j 
Zjwftfr fiaj^ triuiiphi in jflzira'sr Breaft. 



< ¥%ikt If'fti^ei and '^hat Struggle of th? Mii^d 
urttidh n/flzira <b' well cxprcffes, pttf^ftiy denotea^ 
tlj^DUfp(5^ttJn*df'aHcatt only changed by a pater- 
fiM Reijpfft^-a^d^'iv^idj lias npt fuch^a firm Belref 
mthehevir D^y whfch Tf ^rves, ^s to merit it's 



P(fii[ a grand Ghttngepient dam ton jfme tnhimtttfte^ 
^tff uifEffort/r hautu vas cbafi/sr. fa miinmi 

Titfstne^ ^iffei^ iHti^ireft'i^l ti^mint Km £Amur. 
Pardoma-^yi. ntigan-^Eprctajemen Cffurage, 
Peutjtre une Efpagmle eui pttmli d^Ahani^ :,,..., 
ElU fut pu prcdipier ki Clxtrtnes - ie fts Phursi 
^e nai point lews JttraitSy ^ ^je n'ai point leurs 

Mceufs\ ^ ' ' /'^ ' ' ' 

Ce Coeur'JifJtpUi ^ fermi d^'f.Maiiii ^ let Nature^ 
En voulant i^adottcir^ redoubU ton Injure : 
Mais^ enfin^ c*ejl h tot eCcJfayer defoKihais 
Sur ce CaiUr iiidornptl la Force da Bierjaiis* 

By 
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By fu^h a Change in thy inhuman Breaft^ 
By fuch a pleafing Force thou changcft mmt. 
Your Right fecurcs you my'Ref^efi, and Fiaith, 
Ai>d all my Vows too, if they can cbarm like Love, 
Forgive^c, I fhall be betrayed by Fear; ' 
To promife till I overdiarge my Power* 
Yet try whatChanges Gf2(tft ode c^n nidkt. 
A Spanijh Dame perhaps would prbmHc more 
Profufe m Gharmi^ arid prodigal of Tc?arS, 
Would promife all Things— and forget them alt. . 
But I have weaker Charms, and fimplcr Arts 5 
Guilelefs of Soul, and left as Nature forin'd mfe. 
I'err, in hoffeft Innocence -bf Afm^ ^ . 
And feekidg tacompofe,- ihHafiheyotk ftiore* 
Biit to what lengths I may be tannPd*— by Benefits, 
*Tis in your Power to try, not tsAnH to Xm. 

I o^^n ict thee, tfcat I thought tfaiis a chahnin^ 
^aflage 5 tb^ uncultivated Natiire whith is prcdo- 
Amatit iiTiiJkira^s Pfeiitiotjsi ' and the ' Co^iSihpt 
\irhtch file afFe6b oF ^be Diffimmktlpit iiliv} Eli%iitftr 
bf the Eurbpeok Ladies, ftrSke thie Mind, and attachr 
it voluntarily to Ijidanners and Cuftoms, which how- 
ever imperfedly known, afFeA by their Singularity* 
1 would have a Po«t always ' apply himfcJf to find 
out fome Subjeft which ' ma vfurnifh hiixi with new 
Ideas. ^(T&^ntv has hit upoin the Secret of making 
-<^/xw*Tay>Tth6ufahd %rigbt Thfaigs; and while 
flie is in a Doubt concerning the Truth of the Reli- 
gion which 'ihe has tmbrac^, llie explains in fix 
Verfes what the Learned have hardly been able to 
comprize in huge Volumes. 



Grand^Dieti! Condui Zatmre au milten des Dejitts. 
Neferois tu U DieUy que d*un autre Vnivers P 
Leifeuli Eur^opeensfont'ih nez pour te platre ? 
Es'tu Than J^itn Monde; &f de P autre k Pere? 

. ; Lis 
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Les FninfUimSy Us Vairkusy^tous Usfoiblts Hmaavii^ 
Sont-ils fgaUmifU Wuvragf de Us Mains f 

^Great God ! be Zamorh Guide amidft his Deferts* 
Would'ft thou be God of tjie other World alone ? 
Are th' Eur^f^ums only^ bom to plieafe thee ? 
Art thou one World's Tyrant^ and the other's Fa« 

ther? - 

Vi£lors, and vanqutfb'd, all the hueian Race, 
Are -not they ^quajly thy Handy- Work? 

;>^ Metlnnk^,! hea^ fofnc; ridiculous Bigot exclaim* ' 
ing againft thefe moving PaiTages, an4 tmiliflg th« 
Author as a Memchee. Ignorant Creature I not to 
Icnow lhai( jthe only Way for a Writer to raife the 
!6^aaty of ^ne Chara^er^ is to charge Imperfe£lions 
upon another, in order to (hew the /Contraft ; and 
that Altura*s Doubts give a Luftrt to the iefiabliflied 
Faith of M^nttxa. 

^\l conclude mf £irtra£k of this Pie^- ^eal^:^«V 
wUht^Pfi^geiWpit^ to^^ ei^ravedcii>?l)^Aprs of 
Gold; a Maxim whkh^ Sovereigns (hould alwajrs 
)^ve in their View ; which the Jnqutfit^ijiy ^erm> 
ci^^rs^ and other Monilers of human Natu/e^/^^g^t 
IP p^editatev profoundly, and which all Man)Li])4 
ought ^o (oll^vr. . ^ ' 

Mins^ nmncir omx. I>ieiiXf qu^ f^on crdt doffS fin Cceur^ 
Ceft le Crime d'vn Lache^ ^ nen^p^s une lirreur* 
Cifl t%Mr a lafm%f(nis an M^Js^e itpocriUy 
£tUJ)Jeu qtL^n prefer e^i fcf le Dieu que l^9n quiitim 
Q'eji m&^ir au Ctelmmi^ a VVniveri^ ^/oi\ ' , 

Had J renounc'd my Godsy yet ftill believed 'em; 
That had not been an Error^ but a Crime 
That had beeii mocking Heaven's whole Hoft at 
once i " .. ' -. • • 
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(Th#P<^crs i quitted, and the Power 1 chofe.) 
A Change like that had difcipKn'd the Tongue 
To lye to the whole World, to Heaven, and Con* 
* '** iciefi(*e. •:..'' 

. What Midforeunes, what- Gutft might Men have 
elcape<^, if- they* ted •been'.convlncied of thefe Princx* 
pics^ ! For want of this, how much Blood that b^ 
been fpik, hai been fj^t unjuftly \ 

Farewell, dear Ifauc^ and^ may the God of axtf 
Fathers inlightcn thy Heart and thy Underftanding, 
load; thet with Bleffing and Wealthy and ^ve thee 
a 4iut»8f^uV Family. -^ . ii -.; 



I *j 



*-o e Aaron 'Mk>n-c£€a> ^/ Patis*' 

IT -is tr Fdf fftight ago that I- left Naples^ and «m 
eAieatdurirtg to get ai foon ^s t can to Swh^ 
t^iWrfryA?' flSftftavia few Days atiAJ/fw.' Sinc^ 
I have been here, I have perceived jt*'greit many 
^ " ' Lttention. The 
^^«^* and' Pied' 
ox feme 't'im^ 
[habitants ; and 
ti for the happy 
>me and deliver 
ts. 

►fiM?&«, Wine 
nd the Number 
en ted. A great 
en, ^d thought 
:V.) their 
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. their Wiyp^ barren, nowreiaj^tw the^ tender Appel- 
latio9fj9^JPat2^S ,^hich happy. Multiplication the 
Zjgisjpt^.ilfcjiihe to the Interc^fli9«^ of tt!wr/ifi fiwfl- 
»»tf. The Aftrologcrs fay, it is owing to the happy 
Influences of the Stars ^^ but tl)e jealous Hy(band< 
t^inl^>h$^ t^JFremb have jinuck more Share in it^ 
tha^ leithfir ;th^;, faints o^ .|he ..Cotl^tal Glol>e9» 
Xh^JTrja^e.J^pr^f^e i«ipatiei^ fof ih^ Return of 
the Germans^ and I doubt ^fiiot ^Ht th$y will cimfe 
fi^ubli^ Tii^pWgiving/i to be ohferveiiitpQfi iheir Ar- 
riysil^jp thqfe; Saints in whom they p}ac^ th^ greats 
pTriifl.,. .a : ' . 

The 'Milanefe^ as well as the pth|sr ^aiufftifh^e 

very great ProtcQors or Patrons with- the Deity, to 

^^^be^^hm^, b|iilt , m^nific^nt Tenai|i^, The 

principal Advocates whom they have chofen In the 

jCoeleUial Courty formerly lived in theii; City. Of 

thefe Clouf (which fignifies a Nail) itnd Charla 

Borromeo are the -raoft diftinguKhed. Qn the Fe- 

. ^ftivalV^ idfcwii 'liis. Shrine is hid upoi^ the ,bigh 

Alta?f..QC^e^Do9i/e, and the.Peoplf: fiofi^ fpm all 

^.Parts to proftrate themfelves before it. A Mul- 

^tituwjievof Fo%s that are. ppgeffcd vfklrf ^^, OeM^l, 

come^an4, put theq^^elves. intq the . mpft ^^iftiiig 

jPofiurea.bc^re tike; 8aint> tormfnt themfelve«,\cry, 

howl, and in fliort a£l the iame JPart at Milan^ as 

.• Tfec Almanac in ililany.2^ f^moup pne. , ^ . . 

f This requires fome ^^plai;iatloiv:, Jacob ^r'tto hear- 
ing fome Talk at Milan about the Holy Nail, thought 
it wa(8 rea^y a ^aint, which had formerly exifted in Flclh 
and Bon^s ; bur thi^ Saint is'orilv a greaft Piece of Iron, 
deified by A^afitfc, on Pteieiiteihat it wai one of thofe 
which had been drove ittSO^ the real Crbfs. There is half 
a Hundred of thofe >bilfl in.dSiyrv/r; and every Church 
that, has.oney does* not feruple to cry dowD*the Rcft«ia 
order to prove it's own to he ^nsine. 

stbe 
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the ConiruWionarics do at Paris. Their Difeafes 
are cured after a very pleafant Manner : A ' Prieft 
throws (bine Flowers at them, which he plucks Oiit 
<if thofe tMt adorn the Saint's Shrme ; affid the 
Devils, fcnfiUe of die Smell of the Pinks and Vio- 
lets, become good-tiatured, peaceable, complliffaht^ 
enter iato Converfation with the Priefts, and talk to 
them very courteoully. There is nothing fo en- 

? aging to the Curiofity of a Phtlofophei*, as to be a 
pe^ator of thofe Scenes. The Enthufiafms of th'r 
PHeftefa of Dd^ were nothing to it. Amon^ 
thofc People fo pofleffed, who perform th« fame 
Ceremony every Year, there are fome Perfbni^ to 
wbo^ they teach fevcral Words of different Lan- 
l^uages ; the Priefts make a great Handle of this Arti- 
fice, for the commoh People are very much furprizel 
to hear a Peafant talk in a Language which he never 
learned* 

Some Time ago, a Nazarem Dodor, who was 
interrogating one of thofe People pofleffed by the 
Devil, f4rg<>^ ^^^ Queftions which he was to a(k 
him, and propofed fome to him that related to one 
of his Brethren j who tindcrfhfnding the Watch- 
word, thought he addrefied himfelf to him, and an- 
fwered for his Comrade. This Adventure fomcwhat 
a,(lonifted lihe Doctor; but he quickly recovered 
from his Surprize, which was only obferved by thofe 
who kne^ the Ridicule and Fraud of thofe infernal 
Comedies. 

The 'Milanefe are altogether as fuperftitious as 
their .Neiglibours ; but they accommodate their Dcr 
vptions to their Pleffures^ and as the Saints' Days 
procure them a great deal of Diverdon, they tdte 
as much of it as they can, efpecially the Fair Sex, 
the JFryars, the Gallants, the Muficians, and thfe 
Sellers of Lemonade. * ' . ^ - . - 

^.. ' The 
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The Carnival at Mian is almoft as gay as it is 
at Vim$ ; that is a Seafon when all People abandon 
tberafelves to Pleafare, and even the Nuns in the 
Conventa take their Share of it ; for they - a£t 
Comedies one among another, drcifs themfelves like 
Hufleqtiifis and ScaramoQChes in Linfey-vroolfey, 
aiad at that Time Sifler i>(rrM&f and Sifter yIngeBcit 
fa^ome BiiffooBs and Jackpuddings. Fr(Mi Chrijh' 
mes^xSX Lent^ People croud to the Convent^ to 'k>ok 
through the Grates, and fee tfaofe Coinpiinies of 
FemaTip Comedians, who acquit themfelves w6nder«- 
fully, and often play their Parts better than rea4 
Comedias* 

-Tho Monks are in nothing inferior to the Nuns 
as to Maiquerading, and they alfo zfk Farces ^bHc^ 
iy m. their Convents ; the Father Prior ads the 
Cuckold of a /Turn-fpit ; the young Noviciates a^ 
the Parts of Angelicd and Spineta^ to a Prodigy ; and 
every JSoqI, even to the Lay-Brothers, is for iharing 
in the! public Diverfions. ' Thefe Monks even ex- 
tend the Art farther ; they to to private floufes to 
a£l their Part, and for a Treat you may have a 
Bam) of Franclfians or Jug$^iniam at your Hotffe a 
whole Afternoon ; nay, you may pick and cfaoofe 
among all the different Orders of Monks. ♦ 

Nptwithftanding thefe private Companies of 
Performers,, there are feveral others of true Come- 
diafts difperfrd up and down the City. The chief 
Theatre, which is taken up by the Opera, is mat- 
ntficent, and the Decorations pompous. Thfe Aw- 
/amfe ha.vt u particular Way of applauding ihdr - 
Adtors and Adreffes ; they compofe Sonnets, tt 
elfe get ibme Hackney^ Poets to write them } and 
when a Virtuofo or a Virtuofa has fung perfeftly 
well,; they foatter thofe printed Sonnets all about 
the Theatre, Thefe Sohgs are all of them in praife 
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of fome A£tor ; and it often happens that in their 
Poctiy; Julius Cafar^ Tamerlam and Mahmtt IL 
arc but Striplings compared to Stgniors &«^„ Far4'^ 
niSj Sinejm^ and other halves of MeA^ who have 
paid very dear for' the Advantage of a dear Voice. 
The Engltjh have another Manner of >applauding^ 
which is much more pleafing to the A£lors : Inftead- 
of. Verfes, they fcatter Purfes full of Pucats ; and 
the Gentlemen Virtuofos are not fo fond of 'Glory, 
as to prefer Sonnets to Piftoles, They are fain to 
be content. however with the former in Italy ^ where 
they cafBnot do better ; Sx>x there, is no MiUmek 
that has a Temptation to applaud after the En^ijh 
Marineh * . ' ' . ^ 

There J>re few Nohil i ty fo covetous ar thofc of this 
Gountcy ; Uiey have learned the Way to be faving, 
and to divert themfelVcs^ at a fmall Expence ; they 
iget ^he Charges of all the public DiverfionB defray^ 
by a Society of -Citizens and Merchants who are 
called Faquini^ becaufe they open the Carnival by a 
Mafquerade» in which they are dreiTed like Peafants. 
The Nobles lend their Palaces for tjie Entertain- 
ments given by the Faqulni^ but they do not con- 
tribute a Shilling to the Expence of them ; and fome 
of them would be glad to let their Houfes out to 
t pay th& Rent, if they thought the thing would not 
be Icnown. 

. Tbcfe is no Place next to Naples^ where Afiaffi- 
. nations are comtnitted fo fafe and cheap as at Mi- 
. km. It is true the Germans and French arc very 
1 mqch againft fuch fort of Bargains ; nevcrthclefs 
1 there are Numbers of People eafy enough to be 
; found, who for a Pifiole will deliver you from an 
Enemy. When it is attended with any Difficulty 
i or Delay, in order to cut all Ceremony fliort, they 
' wait near foipe Church for the Perfon they intend 
V. to 
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tend to Murder; and after tfaey have done the Job, 
they |o vtry cooUy int the Church, and make it 
their 5an£iuary. 

I have made Enquiry^ daar Mmcecn^ into the.Ori* 
gin of that Immunity which has been granted to 
the Temples of feveral different Religions* and after 
feriou^ Confideratioii of the Morivf s dsat occafioned 
this Cuftofn, I do not find any other than the Am- 
bition of the^Priefts: Thofe among the ^£)f^^/<7/7i, 
the Gre^h'i and the Ifradius our Forefathers, who 
had the Care of the Divine Worlhip, were every 
>vhit as annbitious as tbo&4imong the^ Moderns : 
They thought to gain the Refpedl of private Men, 
by giving them a San£luary in any Difeafes that 
might happen to them, but never diftinguilhed be- 
tween «he Crime and the Misfortune, & that the 
Affaffin found as much Security in the Temple, 
as ; the Man that {bed Blood involuntarily. The 
Naz^nne Monks retained this Cuftom in Countries 
wtiere tbey had tlie entire Rule* They alfo grant- 
ed the fjme Privileges to their Churches andMo- 
nafteries, as- were indulged to the Palaces of So- 
vereigns and their AmbaiTadors. But the Rights 
which they arrogated to tKemfelves were fo abufed 
by th^m, that they became noxious to Civil Soci- 
ety i there was no Crime ever fo great, but found 
a Sandluary among them ; whereas Princes, who 
^ye- a Power to grant Immunities, only proteft 
tbofe Perforis, wbofe Faults are^. pardonable, and 
not inconfiftent with the CliiaracSel* of the Man of 
Honour. An AmbaflTadqr would certainly not have 
given any Shelter to CGPi^uch-^ on the contrary, 
there is not 6ne but would have caufed him. to be 
arreAed. But that- infamous Robber, in fpite of 
his Crimes, would have met with entire Safety in 
Italy in one jof the i;poft paultry Chapels. Alas ! 
dear Mohceca yWii\^^ Pleafure of the Deity that 

Vol. II. . ' K^ . . hi? 
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his AltaYs fliould giv« a Siiil<aion t<^ WfcHedncfe ? 
Is it Bot ^urd to buii<l Tepuples to the Almightur^ 
only tofurnifii Retirement* and Shelter for Villainy ? 
How cruel is thaf Supferftition, which {indei: the 
Veil of Piety gives fuch Authority to Guilt ? Hgppy 
' are thofe Nazarent Nations which have not given 
into this Error, and which, putiifh Traofgreffions 
even in the Sandluary* ; 

Milan is furni(hed with as gobd» and as ipo^^- 
ful ReUques as any Town in Italy ; tbofe of ChaHes 
n Borr9meai which are the moft confiderabl/s, Kre.kc$)t 
' in a Coffin made of fevcral Pieces of Roi:k Cry- 
, ftali joined together by PlatcS of Silver gilt. The 
•' Body of this Nazarene is ftill to be fccn entire through 
the Cryftal j, indeed notv^rithftanding jAe^ extraordi- 

• nary Care that waal taken' in embaMing it. Part of 

, his Nbfchas by kpgth of Time received fofne Da- i 
riiage. ' A 'Monk of^whom I aflced'the Rcafon, af- 
fbred me that God had permitted this, becaufe the 

- Saint in his Life- time had been too fond> of fw^et 
^ Odours, and that the Lofs of one half of his Nofe 

- was the Puniflimcm dfhisSenfuality. If theDeity 
" were thus to (tigmatife the Failings of all the Naza* 

• tens Saints, I really believe there are few of the da- 
nonifed Fryars that would have a Tongue left in thtir 

' Mouths, for they have been generally prodigious 

Gormandifers, atid great Lyars. 

If the Jetvs^ • ^e^LrMon^eca^ had a Tafte for Re- 
' lies, we ntight :find fome at Milan that would 

fuit our Synagogues perfefiHy. well. Mofes^% Rod is 

• kept in the Cathedral of this City : It is true, that it 
is not proved to Demonftration to be the fame Rod 
which was made Ufe of by that Prophet, for jhey 
ihew another utRtme in the Church of ?ft. John 

' de Lateran ; therefore the fufeft Way not to be 
' miftaken would be to buy bothy or elfe charitably 

• to fuppdie^ what is very poiEble^ that the Legiflaior 

had 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Let; 65. ^>&^JjrWi$H Spv. 195 

had tW6 Rods. In the coUefting of Reliques of 
fuch Antiquity ,"one mu ft not (land upon Trifles* 
nor be too critical, but take the whole ihthe Lump 
as the Nazarenes do. If we were minutely to ex- 
amine eVory Thing tliat is faidtouching^^j's Rod, 
we {hould be at leaft as much confounded as they 
are. The Rabbi j^barbaneLiizS'^VQtt » long Dif- 
fertatioff upon this Rod, in whlch^he tells a great 
many- extravagant Thing?, ao/d affirms magifierially, 
""that Mofei cafHetf if to thie Mountain where he died, 
vand that it w^s laid in that Prdphet's Tbmb: I could 
wilh that the Rabbi Jbarband would do me the Fa- 
vour to tell nie, who revealed this ¥z€t to him ; 
till then we mayi*afely make (hift wilh the two-R^s 
^ which the Nazarenes have; and if a third appears, 
it is but buymg that too. > ) • 

There is'alfo a'Rclique of nwich t^ori Note in 
another Church *• it i^ the Serpent which Msfes 
fet'up in the Defert. As to this Relique there are 
not twd of the Sort as there are of the Rod ; but 
let ihQ ^atarenes fay what they will of it,vl 
' queftion whiether it was cotemporary with that 
' Profihet, I'fhould fiather take it for a Memorial 
, of ibme extraordinary Event, as the Goofe of the 
Capitol. ■ Therefore I would not advife our Sy- 
nagogues to 6ffer to trouble themfelves with this 
' Piece of Antiquity, which I think to be Romany 
rather thzn Sgypiian. This famous Serpent, which 
.is of Brafs, is placed upon a Column of Marble, 
How' ftarfc blind are fome Men ! Let us pity them, 
' dear Monceca^ rather than defpife thejm. Fpjly 
it the very' Appendix of Human Nature. Happy 
are they to whom Heaven has granted a little 
more Underftanding than to fome' of their Fcljow- 
Creaturcs. 

• In the Vcflry of the Church of St. Amlrofa. 
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Fare thee well, dear Moucecd \ as Toon a I get 
into Switzerland I {hall write to thee. Live content 
and happy. 



LETTER LXVI. 

From Aaron MoNCECA, at Paris, to 
' Isaac Onis, a Caraite, formerly a 
Rabbit at Conftantinople. 

SINCE I heard from thee laft, I doubt npt but 
thou art arrived in Mgjpt\ and I write to thee 
with a firm Confidence that there my Letter will 
find thee. Our Friend, *}acoh BritOj who is on the 
Point of leaving liafyj and going to SwitT^hniy has 
made very good Remarks in his Travels, which he' 
has been (b kind as to communicate to me. I hope 
thou wilt not have lefs Complaifance, and that thou 
' wilt communica;t:e to us both every thing that thou 
findeft remark^le or confiderable in Mgypt. 

I (ball endeavoUr to get as much Improvement 
OS poflible by my ftay at Paris. I was yefterday 
at the public Court of the Parliament, and heard 
two of the moft celebrated Advocates of the King- 
dom plead : I was very much pleafed with their 
Speeches, which were really beautiful j the Style 
was clear and accurate, and fo eloquent, that all 
the Audience applauded thofe two able Advocates. 
Yet to compare FrenckOxzioty with that of Ci^ 
cero and Demofihenes^ their Merit appears to be 
much Inferior to tbat of the Ancients 5 for they 
have neither their Majefty, nor the Sublimity of 
their Genius, nor their r ire of Imagination. Being 

fully 
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fully convinced, after Inquiry Into the Caufe of the 
Difference, that it could not be this, namely that 
Cicero and Demofthenes were Men not to be matched, 
becaufe Nature had not forgot how (he formed their 
Brains, I difcbvered that the Advantages of the an- 
cient Orators were ouing to their Situation, and lo 
the Subje^s on which they treated. 

There are fomc Subjeds which fp6ntaneouify fur- 
nifli the Mind with Ideas that are grand, fublime, 
and magnificent, and which do not need the Dif- 
pofition of Phrafes, arid the Harmony of Words 
to elevate the Mind, fincc the pl?.incft Terms arc 
fufficient to exprefs them. In fpeaking of the Di- 
vinity, for Inftance, all the Ideas which the Un- 
derftanding receives of him, engage it, feize it, and 
in a Manner tranfport it beyopd it's Sphere. 
Then the moft common Didion, provided it b« 
plain and diftind, and clearly conveys the Ideas, 
is fufficient to give Energy to the Difcourfe, and 
the plaineft Eloquence becomes fublime. Of the 
Truth of this, we have a deciilive Inilance in the 
Book of Gentfis^ where God fays. Let there h 
Light ; and there was Light. Gen. cap. v. ver. 3. 
In this Exprtffion, which even the Pagans own to 
be fublime, the Obedience of the Things created 
feems tb conform to the Will of the Creator ii\ 
the fame Moment. What Ideas are there not con- 
veyed to the Mind in fuch fimple Terms ? The Pow- 
er of God^ the Creation of Lights Clearnefs formed 
by a Jingle Wordy and granted to the Vniverfe by the 
Goodnefs of an immenje , and omnipotent Being. The 
Choice of Words, and an affedled Turn of the 
Phrafe, would have diminiflied the fublime Simpli* 
city of this Page. 

If it be confefled that the Subjeft is of infinite 
Service, to the Orator, and can In fomc meafure 
render him eloquent without the Help of Art, i 
K 3 wi 
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will be cafy to difcov.er the true Reafon of the Su- , 
periority of the Ancients over the Moderns. 

An Advocate of the .Parliament of Paris has a . 
notable caufe to defend, when he pleads for the * 
Fortune or Eftate of a private Man- If it be an 
Affair wherein any Perfon of Diilin<£lion is con- 
cerned, it is the Subj^ft of a celebrated Plea. But . 
whatfoever Suit an Advocate may defend at Park^ 
there is not one Caufe,! th^ Merits of which flripped , 
of it's Ornaments, can infpire the Audience with a . 
certain Greatnefs of Mind, feize their Attention at . 
once, and raife it to Notions which arc in a Manner . 
unknown to them. What,Mind can help being af- 
feflcd,. wjien an.. Orator jfaysr that. he pl^(l§^or the , 
Fortune of^lCiag/ The Bcjginning^pf C7W»*s Oran/ 
tion for King D^otan^^ ^nd* .thp whole ^tE^j^or- 
dium.:of the.'faid Plea> - whjqb is a Mafter-piecq of^ 
Elpquen9e». is not^fo much obliged focit> B^^uty to^ 
tl^e-Affift^nce^of Art, ?s to tberTD.i^nitjjpft,^he Sub-_ 
je^. Let ap ■Advoc3te„pre;poQ^,f5,,.hi§,AuMenfe, ioi* - 
the fubUmeft iL^tyvaSy^ Jet Jjiu}^ plead , for a French- 
m^an oiprejfed with -tha Stripes of^ Fortune^ a ViSlim' r 
to the ^C4pricigt^fj7efs of Deflinyt ;, %ueri he to Jet him 
off -as a Ma^ . endowei ^'fvith Vituis that'^put Ms.Per- 
Jecutors to , the Blujk V -.^nd-.'^^f he to inter eji the , 
Gods themfehes as weil,a$ Men^ in, the Arj^et .which ' 
is to decide the Fate of hii CHent^ he may- by the , ' 
Choice of harmonioM5. TermSf and by the, beauti- 
ful Cadence of his Phrafes, ilrike the Eai;, agreea-. 
bly, but he will pevqr engage the Mind, an,d ne- 
ver raife it to fo high a Degree, as that, Orator will, 
who onjy fs^y^^ I.plead for the Fortune, of a Kingt &Q- , 
There is a natural Sublimny in thefe Word? 5 they'j 
offer above twenty Ideas to the Underftapding ^ ^^ 
they aroescpreffiveof the;!Gfan,deur of th? Subjeii: 
treated of* they reprefetit to, the Mind a King, 

who 
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wlio IS the Judge of others, obliged to-defend him- 
felf, and in fhoft th^y engage it in Favour of the 
P^rfon attacked, on account of the Dignity and 
Nfajefty of his Rank. 

As lofty as is the Beginning of ,the Oration for 
Dej»tprut^ it perhaps coft Gicero lefe Pains than the 
Pfean^ble; of his Oration for yfrchias. But in the 
firft he pleaded for a King, and m the fecond for . 
a Poet. The Beginning oPthe firft Cataline Ora- 
tion is judged by all Mankind to be a Piece of per- 
fect Eloquence ; I grant -it is, but what ^as tfie 
Subjeft pfit? What was the Reafon of that cele- 
brated Apoftrophe.of ,the Orator ? No lefs than a , 
. Rtfpubjic which was Miftrefs of the Worlds in Din* . 
g^r of immediate ^Dfeftrdftion from, a R^bd.* 

"The D?gmty of th? Subj.e£ls treated offrequently 
determines the Dfcjgree of the Orator's Eltoqifeiice ; 
arid po .wonder t^cirefbrcwhecr we fee m.Bemoftheftcs^^ ^ 
aifd (Si^o fuch;P^fl3ges as; ftriire and* engage tis- 
morq flf^qmgly than thdfe we meet with in the 
R^odeh)Si _ They' were neither nroi;e learned^ nor 
raWe" witty tha;i the', latter j but they went updn 
Sfibj^a^'Whifh fiirpifliH both Wit and Learning,^ 
and led naturally to the, Sublime. >It would be eafy* 
to^ {hew ,th^t in. the ordinary Caufes pleaded/by 
Ciijri,^hc is not fuperiar to Pap-u and Error d\ and 
if^boththe latter had lived it Rome^ they would ' 
no.t have been inferior 'to him in any thing. 

The Advocates General of the Parliaments have 
it more in their Power, than meer Advocates, 
to; enjoy the Advantages of the Greek and RcmiaTi 
Orators ;,for they are fometimes employed /in Cau- 
fes* of Weight and Itnportance to the Goad of the 
Sta^fe,. and 'fn 'the Difcourfcs which they ni^Jfe in ^ 
their Remonftr^nces, they are.' capable or/fpeaking 
with ^ certain Dignity, which comes up pretty-* 
K 4 near 
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near to the Reman Gr znityxx. But their Genius 
is impoveriflied and weakend with a Number of tri- 
flirig Niceties, and an infigniBcant Detail of For- 
mahties. . It is with the French Magiftrates as with 
the Scholaftic PhiIofopher$ ; and take away their 
common beaten Maxims, they know not where to 
fix themfelves. Were it not for Arijiatky a Re- 
gent of Philofopby is apt to think that the Light of 
Nature only ferves to miflead us; and the genc- 
tzMiy of the Gownmen would 4iot prefume to bold 
an Opinion which they do not find in Cujus^ Moulin^ 
and lArgentre. 

Among the Ancients, the Freedom of Think- 
ing was one of the principal Caufes of Eloquence. 
/The Grab and the Remans were not fo fond of lean- 
ing upon the Authority of other Men, as of build- 
ing upon Reafons that feemed to convince their 
own private Judgment. There are not fo many ^ 
Quotations in; all the Pleadings of Cicero and D/* 
m^hines^ as in the firft Page of thofe of U Maitrt. . 
Of what Importance is It, that fuch an Opinion 
' was maintained by fuch a Do£^or, fuch a Father of 
the Church, or fuch a Lawyer ? If it be contrary to 
Reafon, and the public Benefit, it ought to be no 
more valued than that of an Ignoramus. 

It is a Folly to go about to juftify the Failings of 
fome Men ; tor what is good in them, there is an 
ablblute NeceiSty of. commending them ; but to 
deify their Defers is ridiculous Idolatry. What ! 
becaufe forfooth du Moulin and J^Jtrgentre are not 
agreed in certain Queftions, muft I not dare to dcr 
termine in a Point which to me appears clear and 
evident ? Muft I fpend whole Years rather before I 
' come to a Determination ? An Inquiry fo infi|ni- 
ficant, blunts the penetrating Faculty of the Mmd» 
^ and exhaufts its Vivacity and Force. 

The 
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The EngUJh take a furer Way to attain to the 
Sciences \ they only grant their Confent to Truth. 
The Authority of^ all the Authors both ancient and 
modern, cou'd not force them not to make Ufe of 
their Reafcn. They judge of Things by the Ideas 
•which they have of themfelves, and not by the 
- Notions of other Peoi le. The Labeny which the 
Englijh Nation enjoys, might alfo be a very great 
Aififtance to fuch as apply themfelves to Eloquence. 
A Speaker at the Head of the Commons, who talks 
for the Welfare and Safety of his Country, who in- 
forms the Sovereign of the Neceflities of his Subjcfls, 
who renews the Aflu ranees of that mutual Alliance, 
and reciprocal Cdndu<3 between the Prince and the 
People, treats of Matters which are of equal Im- 
portance to the Subject of the Greek and Roman Ora- 
tors. It would not therefore be an extraordinary 
Thing to find Eloquence carried to a farther Degree 
in England than it is in France. Ambition itfelf may 
be of very great Service towards it. An able Ad- 
vocate at Paris gains five or.fiXi,hundred thoufand 
Livres at moft in his whole )Life-time ; but be he 
ever fo eloquent, he has only a daily Salary for his 
Learning and his Talents afnd that is all ihe Reward 
he muft expcft. In England many Honours are 
annexed to Perfons of a dilHnguiifced Genius. An 
able Orator mar be chofe for the Advocate pf his 
Country J and his Eloquence promotes him to a 
Rank in Life, which nothing but pure Merit can - 
lead the Way to. -If the Offices of Prcfident <?« 
Mautierxvi France were beflowed upon thofe Advo- 
ca:es who diftinguifhed themfelves moft, I doubt net 
but the Bar would make a more illuftiious Figure 
than it does now. The Ambition of attair.iiig to 
the Chief Office of the Magiftracy would be a 
greater Incitement to the Study of Eloquence, ard 
the Advocate when he came once to know th^t 
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he was J>orn and cut out for great Emplojunents, 
would eiltertain greater and more noble Ideas. 

The Orator* are to blame, as well as others of 
the Learned, in fetting Money up for their Mark, 
rather than Glory* I have been acquainted with a 
g^eat many Authors in my Time ; and >vhen I have 
talked to them of fome of their Works which I 
thought were not fo accurate as they (hould be, 
they faid, ff^t would you have us to do ? The Book- 
fellers give us hut half a P'ijlole a Sheet, IVhat (an one 
perform that is good at that Price ? It is the fame, 
1 find, with the Advocates, / have hut ten Pi/loles 
Fte for a Pleadings fays one, fhall I fweat and XoTTin 
a Caufefor fuch a poor Sum as thai f I plead ^s I am 
paidy and the MerchandiT^s 1 give is worth the Money I 
receive. 

It is impoffible therefore that an Orator in Ftance 
can apply himfelf to perfed his Art, and to get aa 
Eftate at the fame Time* It muft be his Option 
either to refolve to be poor, or not to produce any 
but imperfpft Pieces. It is inipoflible that the great 
number of Caufes wfiich many of the Advocates un- 
dertake, ihould be defended as they ought ; for one 
Advocate often pleads more Caufes in a Year, than. 
• Cicero and Demojlhenes did in the whole Courfe of. 
their Lives. > 

Eloijuence has been carried much farther in the 
Pulpit, than at the Bar. The Compofers of Ser- 
mons', Panegyrics, and funeral Orations, were ei- ^ 
ther in eminent Pofts, or elfe expecfted that they 
fhould be advanced to fuch by Means of their Ta- 
lents : Their Care was to pleafe, and not to amafi 
Wealth ; and to perfefl their Talents was their only 
Study. They had another Advantage alfo over the 
Orators of the Bar : All their Subje6ls fuinifhed iheq> 
V. ith a yaft Fund of Matter, which was fubllme, 
\\\aI c\ ugh to elevate the Mind by bein^ barely 
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contemplated. Is any thing more grand and ma- 
jeftic than the Explanation of the Orders, and De- 
crees of the Deity ? Any Thing that touches, ft r ikes, 
or more engages JMtn thanlihe4)riiicipiial Rules of 
Morality, and the fundamental Points of their Reli- 
gion ? B(kuf4alov€^ B>o£u€t^ Flechiir^ ice. wore much 
more perfefl; in their Kind thzn- Pairu^ le ^Maitre^ 
and Errardy yet they were no .more eloqueiit than 
the latter J but their Subjedls were more grand and 



.Jt'areweil, dcv r-^^-i Jiw.coat^t p^md .happy, 
aij4tJe!t Jne.bc^r/roni thc^e, o^geiv ,^ ' 

'* M» Fatru wantirtg'i^^"Oriey^*ha(J' ^ Miij'd' tt)^ fell his 
Library-; B'oileau hc^.rfrt^ the l<.eioi\itiant!>F ^is- j^o«'t 
Sf-hoJiis-, bought '"his Lilrrnry'i-bfrt wbuI<i'4veverHake't!he ' 
Books^tyi i?4:/;:«vwa& de«d^< 

f Qhapellain had very con fidcrable Pen fi.^fiS rJlcnv d 
him to his il^ftfliii^sjv, • 
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LETTER LXVII. 

From Aaro!> Monceca, at Paris, ta 
Jacob Brito, at Geneva. 

TH E.Manrters of the Parlfian Nuns, dear J?ri/^, 
arc much more regulat than thofc of the Vene^ 
tians ; not that they think their Condition more 
agreeable than the others, but the Check and Re- 
ftraint which they live under at Paris^ make them 
virtuous in fptte of themfelves, and fupport that Dif« 
cretion of theirs, which could not refift the Tempta- 
tions that are too ftrong for the Venetian Ladies. ' 
The Nunneries in this City are Prifons full of innb- * 
cemt Vi£Kms, devoted to Avarice or Ambition, 
The French,^ who have Good-nature and Compaffi- ' 
oii for the Unfortunate, depart from that Charafter 
in nothing but the cruel Ufq whrich they make of 
thofe Convents. 

Half of the Fathers zi Paris are as barbarous 40 
their Daughters as certain People of Petu^ ^ who ' 
keep the Wotnen they take in War for their Con- 
CjLibmes, maintain the Children they have by them 
as delicately as poffible, till they are thirteen Years 
of Age, and then eat them ♦. The Pra<aice of 
the French is much the fame; when they have 
three or four Daughters,' they get a Hufband for* 
the Eldeft^ or for the Pfivourite, and ftri6Hy con- 
fine all the reft, whom they decree from their Birth 
to fuffer a thoufand Torments. I d§mt thinij fays 
MonUngm^ that it is fo cruet to eat a Mmijifierht* 

• The Hi(tory of the Ineas^ lib. i. cap. 12. 

U 
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/; dead^ a when be is alive* I am of bis Opinion, 
dear Brito^ and to tell thee my real Sentiment, I 
would fooner forgive a Father for killing his Infant 
the Moment it was born, than to nurfe it to fuch 
an Age, to prepare it for the Sufferings of horrid 
Torments as long as it lived ; for that is really the 
Cafe of moil of the Nuns : And of this I can affurc 
thee from my own Knowledge, having been many 
Times in Convents with the Chevalier de Maijirty 
who made me acquainted with two or three Kinf* 
women of his, that are doomed to pafs all their Days 
in Torments. • 

I faid once to a certain Niin, * You are not fo 
unhappy as you imagine ; while you are fequeftred 
from the World and it's Perplexities, your Life 
Aides on ferenely ; nothing ought to trouble you; 
you are not difturbed by any Family Cares. In 
fhort, you have the very three Things in which 
the chiefeft Happinefs confifts, v/z. Virtue, Health, 
and Competency. You are miftaken, faid Jhe^ 
I have neither of thefe three Ingredients. As for 
my Virtue, it is a Virtue per Force^ and not what 
I have acquired by Choice and Pre-engagement ; ^ 
it is therefore rather a Conftraint which hinders 
mc from fubmitting to the Temptation, without 
depriving me^ of the Inclination, than a real , 
Hatred that 1 have to Sin. The Gates are a 
Guard to my Chaftity and Modefty ; yet I do not 
find my Heart the iefs tender. Of what avail is 
therefore a Virtue, which can be of no Service to- ^ 
wards claiming the Mind ? a Virtue, which is 
fuch no lotiger, than while it has not the Liberty 
of becoming Vice ? 

• My Health has been dcftroyed for a long Time : 
What with Melancholy, the Regret for. being 
confined without deferving it, and what with 
the Defpair oi being reftored to Liberty, my 

• Blood 
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< Blood is corrupted; I have gcixcwjly .ftiQK^ fink-. 
« ing of Spirits, that I am, ready to,dic, befvdcs frc- 

* quent terrible Fits of the Headr.?Lcb> and .before . 

* I have feen much of the Winter^ my Pbyficians, . 

* tell roe, that I (hall noi live till the Spring j yet I ' 

* have often baffled their PrcdiflionSt though by 

* what Accident I know not. 

* It is true I have what is neceflary, but what 

* does it avail to Happinefe, for the Bodv^to be 

* nouriflied, and the Mind only fed with Gall and , 

* Wormwood ? Moreover, how many Plagu/es and ' 

* Mortifications do I fuffer for this Competency ?. 

* ^eing forced Day and Night to obey the, Call of 

* ta Bell, I fcarce have clofed my Eye-liJ^, but! . 

* muft rife, though it be as dark as Pitch, tohafteti » 

* to Mattins, where for an Hour J mumbl? fome * 

* Xtf//«, Prayers, of^which I hardly underitand one * 

* Word;, and in three or, four Hours. after Thaye » 

* got to bed again, I muft. .return ,to the Office^. > 
« My whole Life, in.fhorjt^ti fpent, in. reciting.^ » 

* .Breviary, and in hearing the, dull Speeches of my ; 
iady Abbefs,,a fantaftioal, moody, odjd^.pefvift^ » 

* and. fuperftitious Creature, like all old Womtn, > 
« who. offers to .God tbe.Tormfnts wbic)^ ihe:|n^e^ * 

* jn^ Aiffer *. 

^^ Conflder now^ Sir, conUnue^ jhii,^^n^ if jnjr » 

* Condition ^s fo ferene as ^you imagine,, aniwhe^ » 
« ther I enjoy the three m^in In^^^iejiUs of fovc- ; 

* jFcign Happiuefs? I own,; ;/2?^/,,-th»t I a^,dei- v 

* ceived.in.the Notion I had of it j oucfor God'^** 

* Salte pray„tell me, bow you could, find in^yo^r* 

* He^rt (to ;B)ake.Vow8. tb4tj;^y9HJf}4-enikr^Qu fo unr * 

* happy? I will now^ fa!^ Jhe^ giv^^.yoUf^h^ Hifjqry » 

* .oLth« Voc^ipjfi of.thr^e.%Faurfhs of tKe^-Nfm^ vo 

Bcikau Sai..x, 

Mb: 
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^ the Monaftic State; for they are called to It in the 
^ fame Manner as I was. 

* As foon as I came to be fix or feven Years of 

* Age, ray Mother, .who was abfolutcly determined 

' that I fhould go into a Convent, whipped me . 
' regularJy twice a-day ; the leaft Fault that I com 

* mitted was puniftied with the utmoft Severity, and 

* with this Rigour was I treated till I was nine 

* Years old. At length I was told that I was to go 

* into a Convent to be a Boarder there with one 

* of my Aunts who was a Nun» and had been in- 
,' formed of the State of Life for which I was de- 

* figned. The two firft Months that I paffed in 

* the Monaflery, I thought myfelf in Paradife*^ 

* My Aunt, inftead of Slaps on the Face, gave me , 

* Sugar-plumbs; there was now no more Chaflife- 

* ment, no,raore Reprimands; I was treated with 

' extraordinary Tendernefs, and blefled the happy ^ 
' Moment .hat I entered the Convent. My Mq- , 

* ther fometimes took me out with her to dine at, 

* herHoufe; but thofe very Days were Days of 

* Sorrow and Affliftion, for I always returned in, 

* Tears to my Aunt, who comforted me for the 

* CufFs and Chldings which my Mpther gave me 

* in Abundance. Jn fine, (he told me, when I was, 

* fixtcen Years of» Age, that I muft now take my^ 
' Choice, that is ^ f^y, return to my Mother, pr 

* <:ommence a Nun., i ou will cafily judge that I 

* did not hefitate which to do^^and I (aid I would 

* take the Veil. My Mother before (he confented 

* to my Optiop, obferved, great jCeremony ; fhd r^-. 

* fufed at firft to grant me my Requeft, and I was, 

* aflually obliged to intreat her,, for the very Things 

* that (he loriged-mpft of all. to grant me. At. 
*. laft, after many Petitions" flie faid (he was wil- 

* ling that I (hoijld be a Nun; but thi^t I might. 

* never repent my Vocation, flie. added,, that {li*^ 
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• wi(hed firft to fhcw me the World a Ihtle, 

* that I might not determine myfelf without 

' knowing why or wherefore. She forced me to . 

* go for a Fortnight to her Houfe; and really 

* that Fortnight fully confirmed me in my Purpofe. 

• She made me rife every Morning at fix o'CIock : 
' A curfed Jade of a Milliner, on Pretence of fet- 
' ting me oiF fuitable to a Mifs "of my Quality, 

* pulled my Locks for three or four Hours toge- 

* ther: A Pair'of Stays was made for me in which 

• I had fcarce Liberty to breathe.- There is a Ne- 

* ceffity, faid my Mother, for dreffing with Care, 

* to go abroad. She carried me to pafs the Day 

* in fome Aflcmblies of old Goflips, where I fate 

• with a demure Countenance for five or fix^ Hours 

• together. 

* At laft came the happy Day, when it was in my 

• Power to chufe either the World or a Convent. / 

• I quitted my Stays and all my Finery, bid adieu 

• for ever to that devilifli Milliner, and came back 

♦ to my Aunt. How happy, /aid I to her^ is it to . 

* be free from that Cohftraint of which fo many 

* Womeh are Idolizers! What! is* this a World 

• that People fhould ever be ferry to be feparated 

* from ? They that are fo, ri^uft cither be very filly, 

• or know but little of it.' 

* Having thefe Ideas, I made Vows that nothing 

• (hould ever divorce me from this Houfe; I fpent ^ 

* my firft Years in Tranquility, but when I came. 

• to be nineteen or twenty Years of Age, I began to 

• find that I had been deluded. The People of 

• the World, whom I faw in the Parlour, fcattered. 

* the Mift from my Eyesj my Heart felt certain 

* Motions of which it was not Matter; the fingin^ 

• of the Birds, the Sight of Men, and of myfelf 

♦ too, when I turned to my Looking-glafs ; and 

* above a*l, my own Heart told me that I was not 

... * made 
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* made to be ihfenfihle : But alas ! to what Purpofe 

* fliould I have been fenfible ! My Defircs would 

* only have been an Aggravation of my Misfortune. 

* I endeavoured at firft to difpel my Uneafinefs by 
' reading j. but the more Difcoveries I made, the 
^ more was jny Mind difiurbed. The Books that 

* pleafed me moft, were Romances ; of which I 

* was fond to the l«ft Degree, fo that I bedewed 

* the moft tender PaiTages with my Tears. A Lady 
^ of mv Acquaintance was fo complaifant as to lend 

* me tne Books, and I foon exhaufted her Library. 

* My Vexation for having quitted the World, and 
^ for being the melancholy Vi£iim of the Ambition 

* and Avarice of my Family, has made my Life a 
^ Burthen to me. I expe^ nothing to fct me at 

* Liberty but Death, which I wifli for, much ra- 

* thcr than Fear. My Mother at the fame Time is 

* as unhappy as myfeJf ; (he had m^de a Sacrifice of 

* me for the better Settlement of my eldeft Sifter in 
, • Marriage, who died a few Days after the Cere- 

* mpny; fo that my Family has no Child left 

* but \iie, and the Eftates goes to a remote col* 
^ lateral Branch which (he hates, and has Reafon 

* to complain of. It feems as if Heaven had taken 

* Care ta revenge my Caufc.' ' 

•^1 \now not, dear Brito^ what thou thinkeft of 
this barbarous Pradice of the Nazarene Papifts, in 
confining their Daughters^ But, in my Opinion, he 
muft have the Heart of a Cannibal who invented a 
Cuftom, which, under a Pretence of devoting Seuls 
to God, renders a Number of innocent People for 
ever unhappy. I have often talked with the Naza^ 
rems concerning this Ufage, fo contrary to Reafon 
and the Law ofNafure. They endeavour to juftify 
it by Reafons of State; ^, fay they, all the Vaugjf^ 
ter$ wen to h married^ Families could not fuppwt 
tbemf elves in a certain Rank^ and they would be obliged 
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U make unjuifaile Mtttches. Wretdicrf Argument ! 
. which has no other Foundation than theftupid Va- 
nity of fome Nobles infetuated withtbeir Condition; 
a Vanity as prejudicial as the Plague to the* Good of 
Society. How do the^ EngUfi>^' the St^d^^-tYic 
Pyuffians^ the DaneSy and other Nations do ? Are 
they lefs attentive to prcferve the Privilegftfr of their ' 
Nobility, than the French or the Sponiardsf • No, 
fiftely; but they take more C^re not to fuffer them- 
felves to be blinded by old Prejudices^ If there was 
no Nun in Fra^ce^ a Nobleman ind^d would not 
RMrry a Girl with a hundred thoufiuid Crowns For- 
tune s nor,- on the other H^nd, would he be^ obliged 
to^give- fuctia Fortune tohtl ^ifteiv If &wft hA * 
in^to Families in%^eneral,'an^-conflder^ the* Eftatee 
th^ come into, or go out of fiuih Families, (during 
the Courfe of-a Century, we>'(hlr)l find it m^ich the ' 
faille^ Be£de«,- of what ^Service is ^t ^o jtbe StaNe 
and the' Rei^ublle^- that cej^tain^'priuit^tA^ accu^ 
mttlate'irrtraenfe*W'eaUh f^ Thii*is rj^her^cotiftrary 
to^the Intereit'of ih^ P(i;btk);' fo^lt U -ifho^bett^ ^ ^ 
a Kfligdom, * whei^ 4t's Weakh- is divided imo juft * 
Fi^portidns* 

^Letus^ leave the -Naz^rtHes, dear BrkOf^ in <their 
own Blindnefs: Is it our BuTii^efe,) whom they fo ^ 
crwelly »-erfecate, td endeavour to open their Eyes? 
But why {hould we wonder at it, when they thus^- 
perieciHe even thdirown Children t Thott canft not ^ 
innaginehow many- Convents of Nuns there ^ure in • 
France \ every Town is full of them, and I fency 
they are as numerous as thofe-of the Mo(|kis. 

Take Care of thyfetf, dear Briio^\ livfe content 
and happy ; and may Heaven grant thee a large Fa- 
mily v of vi^hich thou wilt jnake a better Ufe than 
the Nazarmesio^ 
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L E T T E R LXVIII. 

FrMi : Jac o B Brit o, at Geneva^ /* 
A A ROK MoN CBC A, at. Paris, 



IT is now fix. Days jthat I have be^n at, Geneva^ . 
wbecc v^y Stay has been longer thai> I intemied. 
The City was. formerly very ill built, but^forfonie., 
Y^ar§ paft has, been embelliflie^ with a great Num-. 
bcjT of,newJHoufes^.theHArdwt^ure of wi;uch is o£f 
a yery food ,Tafti&* The jFprtifications qf G^^rrt^... 
arftgood and.rjsgMUj:) Mejj, ^re perpetM^iUy at^vKorfct 
upctn them 5 and the Citi^e^s co^itribute with Plea- , 
futfi to .the nejc^flary ^Expeijccs of^fini^xiRg, theoi^;, 
hayiugjeneJVJBithe: Impoils thatwerf ^aidifor^.fup-?^, 
po^ti^g; the Expepqes /or,;en»Years *.^ The. G^fK-^^ 
vefi piglet fpap themfelves> thqHCbargp of thefe For- . 
tifications,. which coft ,.thcm*,an, iniinite jSum of,, 
Mon^y; for their AHia^ce wi,t;h ./r^w^ .and the. 
Proteftant C^atons are thejr Security againl^ the , 
Infults and- Invafion^ of the Savtyardi^ their com- 
mqn Enecxyj from whofe Dop\iti^ian they formerly 
■ revolted.- 

There are two Reafons that oblige Franct and the / 
Smi?>crs to proteft.this Republic y it it not the In-^ 
tereft of the French to fuffier the Savoyards and che 
Pkdmontefe to gain Ground on this Side of the Jlps ; 
nor is it the Iptereft of the Proteftant Cantons to 
. fijflFer. a City to be deftroyed or fubdued> which may . 

^ This Letter, was wrote before, the Ja^e Trqubjes in 
Geneva. 

be - 
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be looked upon as the Metropolis of the Cahinift 
Religion. 

Therefore, as both Religion and State-Pole/ 
confpirc to the JDefcnce of the Gemvefe^ I cannot 
imagine what is their Motive for rendering * their' 
City as ftrong as the beft Place in Europe. 1 am 
apt to think that, according to the Rules of true Po- 
licy, their Conduft is to be condemned. Fiona 
had never been tempted to break her Alliance with 
OenevQy if the latter had ftill remained in it's former 
Condition. Who can tell whether4iereafter (he will 
not alter her Mind ? To expofe a fine Lady to the 
View of a Gentleman, whofe Heart is vtTj apt to 
be inflamed, and who may' hit upon the Secret of 
making himfelf happy, 18 runninc; a very great Ri(que. 
A Day may come, perhaps, when the Genevefe will 
repent their having decked and trimmed their City 
like a new Bride : Some King of France may hap- 
pen to fall in Love with her, and to marry her con- 
trary to the Rules. I know that the Proteftant 
Cantons would oppofe the Match, but perhaps it 
would be out of their Power to hinder it's taking 
EfFed; and when fuch a Thing is once done, it 
would be as difficult to wrefl: Geneva out of the 
Hands of a French Monarch, as it was heretofore for 
Menelaus ta rcfcue his dear. Helen from the Clutches 
of the Trojans. I have fometimes talked jeftinely 
with feveral of the Citizens about this pretended 
Union. They told me, they had nothing to fear in 
that Refpeft, and that were their City in it's utmoft 
State of PerfcSion, it would not make France amends 
for the Lofs of the Alliance of the Proteftant Can- 
tons, and for the Charges jfibe would be obliged to 
be at to make herfelf Miflrels of it. 

The principal Commerce of Geneva^ confifts in 
Silks, Books, and feveral other Sorts of Merchan- 
dizie, of which they'fend great Quantities into all 

foreign 
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foreign Countries; but it is remarkable that they 
print few Books in this City that treat of Matters 
relating to Proteftantifm ; for it would he a hard 
Matter to vend them, hecaufc the Bookfellers of 
.Mngland2Lni Ho/land h^vt it in their Power to furnifli 
all the Na7»arene Proteftants, and efpccially the 
French Refugees, with fuch Books to better Advan- 
tage. At Geneva therefore they print the Works 
of all the Spanijh and Italian Dodors ; Sancbes^ Ef^ 
iobar^ Snares^ Molina,^ Bellarmin^ Cajetano^ &c. are 
obliged to the Proteftants for perpetuating their 
Works, which the Genevefe print juft as they arc?, 
\ infomuch that, notwithftanding the Difference of 
Religion, they never alter a fingle Word, even in 
the Books which are the moft oppofite to theirs. 

But the Nazarent Papifts are feldom fo fincere, 
for they augment or diminifh all. Writings that pafs 
through their Hands juft as pi cafes them. In tlie In- 
fancy of Printing, they added a PafTage of twenty 
Lines in the Hiftory of Jofephus^ but were after- 
wards obliged to own the Uncertainty of that Paf- 
fage, which is not to be met with in the Generality 
of their MSS. The Molinifts in the laft Century 
publifhed feveral Editions of Janfenius^ in which 
were the famous Pfopofitions that were condemned ; 
but in the former Editions a Man muft have the 
Talent of making White Black to find them 
there. 

The Genevefey in the general, are fat and lufty j 
they are reckoned ill-natured and ftingy, but it is a 
Charafter which they do not deferve, for they are 
polite and affable, and much more fo than all their 
Neighbours. It is true that they have a Sufpicion 
of Foreigners of the Romijh Religion ; but they are 
to be pardoned for miftrufting their moft mortal 
Enemies, who have more than once endeavoured 
to lay Snares for them. They are very frugal and 

temperate. 
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temperate,- and afFeft to appear particularly grave ; 
which is a PafHon that often makes them run into a 
ridiculous Excefs. 

' One Failing, which is common to all the Inha- 
bitants of Geneva J is the too violent Hatred they bear 
to the Poplfli Religion. They fondly indulge them- 
fclvcs in fuch Notions as^eem to be the. moft con- 
trary to it J and when it happens to be thi Subjcft 
of Gonverfat<on, they talk like Enthufiafts. Idonot 
bkme them for rejefting a' Faith, whkh they^think 
'def(i£^ivc and errbneous ; but I could' wMh they 
'ivouW act nw>re phiiofophically, and refute Error, 
tirithout hating the Perfon that is fo unhappy ay to 
be tainted with it. 

I think that all Mankind may be confidered as 
forming in fomc Sort but one fingle plain Religion, 
becaufe they all adore the fame Deity, and differ 
<>nly in point of Worftiip and Ceremonies. Happy 
ire they who have Rules and Precepts to lead them 

• the neareft Way to Felicity; but becaufe they know 
more than others, and have more Ways to obtain 

' their Salvation, they ought rather to pity than de- 
' fpife, (lich as have more Pains to take than theni- 
felves to get into thecoeleftial Path. 

I own to thee, dear Monctcoy that I cannot biit 

• compare Heaven to a ftately Palace, with four Gates 
that look to the four different Parts of the World ; 
one may enter this fine Struflure from the E^flv 
Weft, North, and South, but the Roads leading to 
it are not equally good. -We Jews walk in the 
Eaftern Road, which the Divinity "has niadefmooth 
for us. The Naz^renes come to it by the Weftern 
Road, which is ruggFd and bad. The 3^urh pais 
by the North Road, which is" ftill worfe ; and all 
their Religions which are in the Indies ^nd jinteric/t^ 

i walk in the South Road, which is fullof Sloughs, 
i and furroundqd with' Precipices. In this vRoad 

great 
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; great Numhcrt of People'lofc their Way, but yet 
there are ibme that arrive at the ccpleftial Palace, 
norwithftanding-.the Difficulti^j <;>f, fo dangerous a 
Rodd, . 

The ifaxarene P-apifts, aftd our Rabbies, condemn 
this Opinion i they think that God ought to have 
no Compaffion on a Creature that endeavours to 
fcrvfe him in anothet Religion. And there is a cer- 
tain Fryar at Rime^ that would rather choofe to 
deny the Beibg of a God, than allow a Place jn 
Heaven to ibme Nazarene Proteftants, who haye 
jived Exa<xiples of the moft^accompUihed Virtue jn 
this World. 

When an Italian vnt\is to obtain any Thing of his 
Family, he threatens to retire to Geneva^ me n*andiro 
in GeH^vra. And when a Father hears his Son fay 
fo, he is as much ^jETeded by it as if he faid, / v^ 
go ia all the Devils, The Italians n>ight eafily diveft 
themfeJveSj if they would, of the ill Opinion which 
they, entertain of .the Genevife. Were they but to 
make ever fo little Enquiry into the Behaviour x>f 
the People, they would find that the Gonverfation 
of few of them is fo pure and rational as theirs is, 
whom they take to be Dievils fpewed. out of Hell. 
There is no Medium in the Decifion of th^ Italians ; 
whofoever is ijot entirely of their Faith, they give 
headlong to Betheiub. . , . . ' 

I will now entertain thee with a Story of a P/W- 
montefe Preacher, which thou wilt think perfiap&is 
a Fidion, but I afiur^ thee jhat I was ^ Witnefs*of 
the FaA*. He preached upon Hell Torments; and 
after 'having enumerated' all the Cauldrons, Forks, 
and Firebrands in that infernal Manfion, he faid, 
^My Brethren, perhaps you will becuiious to kn^w 

• la a little Village called St. Julian^ Haifa League 
from Geneva, in the Territory of Savojf, 

. '^ ^ the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2i6 ^be Jewish Spv- Lct.68. 

the Manner how Satan makes the Damned 
Wretches pafs in Review hefore him, when he has 
a Defire to know the Number of them. This 
Devil firft caufes the Drum to be beat by Mabo^ 
mety who is his chief Drummer : The Jews file 
oflF firft with their Rabbies at their Head, and ks 
, they pafs along, the Devils run the Prongs of 
great Iron Folks into their Fundaments. Then 
come the Turks^ who receive the like Puniflimenft. 
After them the Heretics pafs, dragging heavy 
Chains. The Devils pour melted Lead into their 
Mouths, to punifl) them for the Biafphemies they 
uttered in their Life time againft the Saints, artd 
particularly againft St. Julian^ the Patron of this 
Church, whom you fee feated in his Niche therei 
and whom you do not take fo much Care of as you 
ought. 1 found but fix Livres and ten Sous 
laft Week in hi^ Trunk; and if this be the Cafe 
always, you are in a very fair Way, my dear Bre- 
thren, to make melted Lead fcarce in Hell. Do 
you think that St. Julian^ your Patron, will par- 
don you for neglecftlng him fo much ? If yoii db, 
you will find you rfelves very much miftaken. As 
for my own Part, I furnifli him with all the Oil 
that i am able, and he is always well lighted. 
But the Feftival of the Place is juft at Hand ; 
Who is to clothe him ? Am I to do it ? No tru- 
ly J it is out of my Power to do it ; and I can 
aflure you, that if you do not take proper Care, he 
will foon be bare-arfed. You will get a fine Cha- 
rafler, my Brethren when the Inliibitafits of the 
Neighbourhood fee how you negle<5t your Patron: 
You buy new Petticoats every Day for your 
Wives, you grant thenri what they defire of yo\i ; 
you do very well ; but do ye think that when a 
great 'Ladle full of melted Lead is popped into 
your Mouths, they -will bring you a Glafe of Le- 

* -monade 
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*' monade to cool your Throats. Then you will 

* repent of having by your Negligence defcrved to. 
^ be ranked among Heretics : Jlas! Gr^at St. Ju- 
' lian (you will fay) what a Smner was I y that I 

* did not give you the Money that /. laid out upon 

* Lace for Kate ! And that I did^ not make you a 
' Prefent of that Piece of Stujf which I brought from 

* the Fair. All this Repentance will be to no pur- 

* pofe then, dear Brethren ; St. Julian will not thank 
' yott for it, and you muft fhew your Zeal for 

* him now while you live. I hear fome of you 

* complaining that the Harvefls are bad) TVe have 

* had no IVine {^^x'j you) this Tear-^ and two- Tears/ 
' ago we had no Corn. I am apt to believe it, 

* Brethren; but it will be much worfe for the fu- 

* ture. Can you fincerely imagine^ that St. Julian 
\ * will addrefs himfelf to tjou to afk for Rain, 

' Sun-fliine, warm Weather, or cold Weather,' as 

* the Cafe fhall re^ulri^; for People that let him 
. * wear a Coat till it is three Years old? You are 

' miftaken my Brethren; you will be treated like 
' Heretics, for whom there is no Salvation, and 
' who were from your Mother's Womb the De- 
' vil's Inheritance, for as foon as a Cahiniji or a' 
. * Lutheran comes into the World, the JDevil re- 

* giftcrs him in the other World in his Book, as 

* an Eftafe that is fallen to him/ 

, _ Such Difcourfes as this rei:^cr rnflru£Hon con- 
temptible, bafe, ^nd cheap. The Temple where 
the Word of God ought Jo be* explained to Men, 
Jbccoaies a Stage for Mountebanks. It is imperti- 
nent to fay that the common People ought to be 
preached to, in a different Manner from that in 
which we difcourfe to People of Learning. A Moral, 
which is pure and'eafy to be comprehended, may 

' be expreffed without 'fluffing the Mind with a hun- 
dred ridiculous Stories invented by"^ Avarice. The 
Vol* U. . L hew 
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new Coat which this Preacher wanted to be bought^ 
for St. yuHftn^ might have been productive of anor 
ther for himfelf into the Bargain. But what ! ought 
a Pricft for vile Lucre to depart from that Cha- 
ra£ier, which puts him in a Rank of Refped ? Ought . 
a Minifter of God's Word to blend it with grofs 
Fables^ enough to difguft not only thofe who are 
not of the Nazarene Faitfa> but fuch aUb as are mod. 
convinced of it f 

One cannot be top careful in examining the Learn- 
ing and Capacity of thofe to whom the Liberty of 
preaching is granted \ for they thereby become the 
conunon Guides of the Underftanding of a whole 
People, and they arc to be confidered as the chief 
external Objects that produce Ideas in the Minds of 
a Number of People, who fee and know nothing 
but by them. Of what Importance therefore is it 
to the Good of Society, that the Notions which 
they give them be jufl^ and conformaUe to right 
Reafon? 

Take Care of thy Healthy dear Monaca^ and live 
content and happy» 



'"^t'-/'-j: -yr-^yr^y. -> 



L E TTE R LXIX- 

'Br6m Isaac Onis, now a Caraite at 
Alexandria, but formerly a Rabbit at 
Conftantinople, to Aaron MoncecAj 
atf^n^. 

THE Winds have favoured me to fuch a Dceree, 
dear Monctca^ that in nine Days Time 1 am 
arrived at AUxandria from Smyrna^ This City 
- . heretcrforc 
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heretofore of fuch Fame for the great Men it pro* 
duced^ for the Magnificence' of it's Buildings, and 
for the Glory of it's Founder, is nothing more than 
aconfufed Pile of un^htly Ruins, Columns, Cha« 
piters, Safes, Remnants of Comifhes, l£<. all which 
Remains of Antiquity lie icattered about, and top- 
fy-turvy, buried partly in the Sand, or employed 
to Purpofes very different from thofe to which the 
ancient Inhabitants had devoted them» The Ruins 
of ancient Aiexandria are not like thofe of Old 
ftomij of which there are Fragments ftill Aibfifting 
that retain a Part of their formef Beauty. It may 
be faid of AUxandriay as Virgil faid of Troy after it*s 
Ruin*. The Fields and the Place where this 
ftately City was built ftreilillto be feens thatfo 
celebrated a Watch*tower, by the Ancients reekoned 
among the feven Wonders ctf the World, which by - 
Order o^^toUrhy Philadelphus was ereded by Seftra'^ 
tus of Gnidusy fubfi^ no longer, but is buried un» 
der^Water, and fcarce any Traces of it are to be 
fecn. Near thefc Ruins there is a Tdwer built^ 
which fenres for a Light-houfe to Ships in the 

This WoA was ereibed under Mahometan Prin«- 
ces, but docs hot come up by- any Means to the 
Magnificence and Splendor <:ff the old ^harosy the 
firft Stbry of Which was a Vaft Apaftment of white 
Marble* And over this iUperb Stru^ure* there 
Was a fquare ToWer bf an extraordinary Height, 
built of the fame Marble* 

- Befort 1 tell thee of the Rulils of ancient Alex* 
Undria^ the Buildings of the new City, the Py- 
ramids of Cairvy dnd the Antiquities Irt this Ca- 
pital of Eiypty I will give^ thee a general Charaftcr 

* Et Cnmf9i iiii trkjafuh. Virg. ^n. lib. lit. 

La of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



220': .^TA? Jeiwiish Spy..' Let 69. 

of the Inhkt^itaimd ofithii Country, aiid inlayi^ 
open their Mann^^iandChAia^ler to the bcft of my 
Power, I (hall cbrnparevtUflVQ with .thofe of the an* 
Lii^nt ^^ypiions:, )n doing thSs, :I forefee- that J 
ihall have, an OppOrfcuniCy oo'gratry thy Curiofity, 
and that 1 iball be able to inform thee of many 
PtirtiqulafS, that' haV^B efcapcd- the Curiofity of Tra- 
vcUerjs. . ■ . •- ....»: 

In Egypt wa$rouf ;HatiQA fdrnned ; in this Country 
did it grpw and BHiltiplyi; there it was that the Pro- ^ 
mif<qf lvhjl<:h Q^i na^dcito Abraham^ began to have 
their EfFe<9t, and in^-thc fame Country happened the 
tirft. lyijraGlc^i Wr^ofughtby the Almighty; to deliver 
his People from SUv^rJr- ,; 

,, Thcj prigin^^f (he ancient Egyptians is aJto- 
g3etb^ uAknQ«^<i t^ u$ ; their Dymftifs include the 
fabulous Hiftary /oft fixjteen . or fei^eoteen ^tho^fand 
Years; wh^eb is, a^ Foible, ^r rather a Folly, thut 
' aji |*^gtidns ^aye.^^n,( or^afe dill guilty oF^ more 
or lefp. The Ethiopians and the Coimfe claim 'the 
Preference &t t^ An^quity. . The Na%ar£ne Peo- 
jjle, whp lare ^\\\gp^ Xo J^^itbte Creattt>n;of .the- 
World very near where the Hehews do, afFefl t04 
derive their *Q|ifceii^. 96' f^ as poHtl^le' ^om the 
moft ancient Pe9pl|ev They cann©t-go higher thaib 
the.Delugevbuttb^y endeavoured to inveat Fables; 
(jerjving th^.Ofi^in frpn\Ahe; Times neap^ft.to it»L 
Jsomic of the^ancient Pqcts aod Hjftoriarts of Frari^^ 
make their Nation d^fqf^d, in a, diijedt Line fron* 

^4ftyanax the Son of /f>^^r,.,;.Th* J>yftaftjes of ;thtj- 
^j^Z/tf^^^b^jng altog^thqt; ^fafeoJo^Sjas tl^ f+e- 
Vtiifled Origin) of. ^he^ri?;^!, it ^erp;bett<r tpov/n 

;ankly an Ignorance of tb^- Manner how, and thq 

J'ime.wher};^ Egypt ^ wa^^ peoplepl, tha^ to look fpr 
TVuth in a Numoer of Fables that have no Appear- 
..nce of it. . . * 

The 
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^ The'.Ar^iiwtf, ,Greeh^ rji^ffom;'^ jfrMam^ and 
Turks^ have in their Turns fubdued the ancient In- 
habitants cif JS^/*, and -intro^Hced* riifenrielves into- 
.'the Country. The Defccfndants of 'the pniniti\e 
' £g^trms arc ai this Dity..c3t\led'^C^tes', thefe are 
; the tr^e Natives of the Country, bia'f their Num- 
v/ber>cjdn1pftned j^o the Foreigners tHre,^ is.«xtremtiy 
fmailv The. Givfl Wars of the iRifft^m were the 
, firft.Caufe of. the Riiin of Egypt.'' :Thj^lGreek Na^ 
. %ar£nt Eniperorsl put manyof the Inhabitents of the 
King<iomM to' Death, and : perfecuted many others 
vfrom an( /Averfian.tto. the Herefy.lof, Diofiorus:^ the ^ 
P^trtarch o£ 4Uxattdnaj:yihok 'Dodrine tHen- U'an, 
end lb ftiflt einbraied: hy ill e^£^J5W/fl« Nation: '. The 
Arabian and Mahomet 'in Princes almoft completed 
tb^'vR^a of!.lhe ancient. E^yptiam^ fo that* now' tlu: 
(^/ih'Liingilageiis fnafio6gcr underilbod' by the 
^Gj/^jr^^jth^mfelves j/the bft who knqw it having been' 

: ^foe'^oioks.and Writings in that Idiom are what 
»wc ftiall never recover'; the KhowJedge of Hiero* 
glyphics'was loft heretofore, in the fame Manner, 

jano h$id it not beeiji ^for the Aid of Printing, the 
Gr^^i perhaps ^ciild; bavjd had the fame Fate in 
jfpcefs pf Tinn^ The Nturober ofTurh and Jnus 

, /incregfes every .D^y- iikLG$n/lanti»9(^£^ wh^eas-that 
of the[ (?3r^ icfl^n- yifibly. For >ar long Tin»e 
|>aft the/niodfjfn <?rwif i/a»guage' has hjct dothing 
liii cpmr^oii with thc) ancient Greets as Jat leaft 
y^ry little. By>Degrees .all. the HeOple an this Le- 
vant wjll <?om^t<^ijiyrtte.ii|otlw.?i</'i^ Language, fo 
that the Gree^ Charaflers will not perhaps be known 
five hundred Years hence by any but fome of the 
moft learned "Bn^jh\d-Ftengby- Qkrman^ Srftl Dutch 
Nazarenes ; and ,die lancient InhabitJ|m» of Greece 
will have no Occafion >f6r them arty more tkan they 
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have for the ancknt Langoage, which they have 
alreadj difufed. 

Beiidet the CStj^x, there are two other Sorts of 
Inhabitants in Egfptj the firft of whom are called 
the EftahKJhid BidrntMs^ and the btter the ^an- 
dering Bkkmns. . The former live in the Villages 
,and Country Houfes, and are to be confidered as 
the Peafants of tl» Country. The^ Wandering Be- 
doidns lead the fame Life as the ancient Patriarchs^ 
they live under Tents upon the Milk of their Cattle^ 
and fliift their Habitations for the Convenfcuee of 
Pafture; they alwiys encamp in Places where* they 
can eafily come at Water ; fome fejourn near the 
j^ountains, and others near to Places diat. are in- 
habited* 

The Turh have a tery great ReMtfd for die i^^« 
during B$dmht$% they abandon dieir Lands to them 
for. Cultivation^ that they may have no Quantl 
with a People that may do them a great deal of 
^Mifchiefy and whom it is not in their Power to 
hirrt. They need mcvw >be in any ftar of ^he 
Turksj becaufe they can recline a iiuiidred Leagues 
imo the Deferts, where it is very eafy for them Co 
fubdft, by their Frugality, and Knowledge of the 
Wells* They are not incumbered in their March 
by the Quantity of their Baggage, for the Camels 
carry their Tents and their Mats made of Rufbes; 
thefe being all their Furnitore, Beds, Peaces, and 
Temples. Thefe People, dear MontHsty are fonder 
txf their rnral Life, than the Courtiers are of the 
Pageantry iind Buftle of a Court ^« With them 
. . . <be 

*Seat«silky qui* pvoeul nq^odis, 

Ut f riiba Gens Mortaliam, ^ 
Paterna Rora Bobos exorcet bit, 

Soltttatf omm f oencpv ; 

Neqae 
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the Golden Age is ftill in being; their Cattle fur- 
ni(h thetn with their moft delicate Difhes of Meat, 
and their Cattle provide for their other Occafions. 
The Wool of their Sheep fuffices to clothe them^ 
for they tnake a Stuff with it, which defends them 
from the Injuries of the Air. They look upon 
thofe to be Madmen, who build immenfe Palaces, 
ahd yet think they live in a narrow Compafs. Do not 
Cares and Perplexities^ fay they, inhabit in tbofe Jiately 
Buildings ? IfJ^an has no more Content nor Satisfaction 
in tbeniy than we have under our Tents ^ why Jbould we 
he at the Trouble of Building them f 

Men, dear Monceca^ by buildings Towns have 
made themfelves Slaves to one another; for they 
are obliged to grant Titles to private Men, whb 
form Chains by which they themfelves are bound. 
Thofe Baftions, Citadels, and Fortifications, are by 
length of Time become as hurtful to the People, as 
they thought them ufeful for a Guard againft their 
Enemies : For they with whom thefe Forts were 

• Ncquc excitatur ClafTico miles trnci, 
Ncque horret irc;tuni Mare,' 
Forumqac vit«t» $c Aiperba Civiam 
Potentionim limiiia. 

H^.Efod.VA^OitVi. 

Thus Tta^fMid ij Mr» Cribcr. 



9 Happy the Maa, beyond Pretence^ ' 
• (Sndi ^ 



^ was the State of Innocence) 

That loofe from Care, from Bafihefs ftttf 

From griping Debts and Ufury, 

Contented in an humble Pate, 

With his own Oxen plows his own Eftate:^ 

No eariy Trumpet breaks his £a(^ 

He doth not dread the an|;ry Seas: . , , , 

He flies the Bir, from Noife retreats. 

And flimu the Nobles' haughty Scats* 

L 4 cruder) 
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tVuftcd, have by Means thereof attained to abfolute 
^ Pb\vier ; and the firft Men that lived in Towns were 
' the firft Slaves; 

The ' Bedouins have no need to aflemble their 
General States for preferving their Liberty; for 
thev have no Difputes; no Civil War; they find 
Pafturc and Water wherever they go ; and that is 
their beft Treafure ; their Jnduftry> and Frugality 
furnifhing them with every Thing elfe. They have 
no Difl^ereilce about Religion, no wrangling Doflors 
and Divines. If the moft zealpus JarfeniJIs and 
Molinlfls^ of whom thou haft often made mention 
in thy Letters, had been born Bedouins^ they would 
'have pafled their Lives without .being difturbcd by 
►^he Rage of oppofite Parties, alwavs ready to murder 
one another. With' thefe happy People^ dear Mon- 
ceca^ there is no Tent encbmpaffed with Ditches, 
guarded by Soldiers, and fet apart for the Confine- 
ment of Prifoners of State. The Bedouins never 
raifed Palaces to Revenge, and made it no Crim(B 
for their Brethren to think differently from them- 
(elves; hut they had every onc^ the Liberty always 
of praying to the Deity in the Turkijh^ Aratic^ Per^ 
fmn^ or even the French Language, if they had- a 
Fancy for it. - r ,. .. n.^ - 

• Ai?' ^cn^y, \wcr<5. he ever fo potent, would not 
be able with the Affiftance of^a Scrap of Paper ob- 
tained by the -Favour of a Bidcuik Minifler to get 
an Order for a pjjyateijMan to cjyjit- hi^ -X^ptf» Jis 
Family, and hisTlock, ^nd to repair to the Confines 
of Ethiopia^ there to ftay till farther Orders. » 

hBeitouin Mufti does not go with a Guard of 
Soldiers from one Tertt to another, to get a Siib- 
fcriptiofl'to.this Confeffion of tbe Mahmitan Fai1:h, 
drawn up in a JetvForrri<>f- Wordlfl^v^hierein all fhe 
of it confifts. ;:.'..-.?- i ■' ^ 



Virtue 
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Thofe People are ignorant of Edifls, and new 
RegiilationV ftJr 'the rlfing or falling the' Valiief. of 
Money^i never does 2l Bedouin go to Bed with a hun- 
dred thoufanq 'Crowns in his 'Pocket, and' rife not 

s is^ a Sheep 
*Witfi in the 
th^ Worldj 

the fev^ral 
nferior ah(i 
ledm'mS, ' A 
• h^ds ablove 
)f .the Tribe 
eftion.upoii 
eqple kno.w 
I fomctime^ 
?^ 'Families \ 
Talk as only 
^e J yet it is 
hat are not 
^ A French 
lat he pfofe- 
loble^ which 

J. ...^ - ..—^ -^ and twenty 

■Years. . • • ■'■;■• ' ■'/,., •,. ■ 

'^ How ridiculous is 'this, , ^zzxiMonceca^ or rather 
"how avaricious? . Wh^t,' cannot a Contrbverfy be 
'decided betvVixt two Men, but it* rfitift t^ke up more 
Time than their Lives.?. A/e not ail' hundred arid 
'twenty Years ftrfSc^ent to declare ,v^fiether fuch an 
Eftat^ belongs to Jticth 6x to ijUlit'^ 'Happy arrfe tfle 
Bedouins^ who ftill retaining the firft ImprefTions of 
Nature, have not thrown a Cloud over their Reafon 
by fuch ridiculous Cuftoms ! 

I have often talked with the A^^zi^r^w^r concerning 
the Length of their Law Suits; they think they 
cajjicupfF. wejl enough by returning for Anfwer, That 
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though Juftice is very flow with them^et it is good, 
and given with very great Wifdom. But how now ! 
Does it abfolutelv require Ages to judge of an Affair 
prudently ? Muft one and the fame Suit be examined 
through three or four Generations ? and muft the 
Judges from the Father to the Son intail certain 
Law-Suits'upon them, the Fees of which run away 
with a Part of the Revenue of the Family ? In order to 
judge folidly of a Procefs, it is neceflary to ruin the 
two Parties intirely, ^d to confume in Law-Ex* 
pences more than the Sum inDifpute i It is in vain, 
dear Mmceca^ for the Nazarnut to offer to plead the 
Equity of their Courts of Juftice, as an Excufe for 
the Defeats and Slownefs of their Proceedings. Their 
Painters draw jf^uftice h6lding a Balance ; but it often 
turns to that Side that has moft Money, at leaft 
many People complain fo. There is not a private 
Man but trembles when he is fued by a Nobleman 
who has a powerful Intereft. A had Token this 
of the Opinion which the People have of the Integrity 
of their Judges ; but the Cafe is not the fame with 
the wandering Bedouim, from the Heads of whofe 
Tribes a Man that has but a hundred Sheep, is 
fure to have as much Jufttce as he that has two 
thoufand } and it feldom happens, after fuch Deter* 
mihationpaffed, that the Perfon condemned com- 
plains or makes others afraid of fubmitting to the 
fame Awards 

Take Care of thy Health, itzxMonceca^ and may 
the God of our Fathers pro^r thee with Abundance* 



t ETTER 
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LETTER LXX- 

From Aaron Monce ca^ ct Paris, to 
Isaac Onis, a Car atte^ formerly u 
iiaiii, at Confbntinople, 

THY Letter dear IfaaCf has given me very 
great Pleafure. I fkid thy Reflexions to be folid 
and ufe/ul, and (hall think myfelf very happy, if 
thou wilt be fo good as to continue to give me li^ht 
into thofe Things in Egyptj which are in thy Opinion 
worthy of the Guriofity and Attention of a rhilo- 
fopher. 

The Ruins of JUxandriUi fcattered and buried as 
they are, ftill convey a grand Idea of the ancient 
Splendor of that City. Thofe Pieces of Marble 
that are feen tViere, thofe Chapiters, -as much dc- 
molifhed as they are, offer ftill fomething noble to 
the Imagination ; for thofe ftately Ruins repfefent 
to the Mind the Grandeur and Magnificence of 
thofe Piles of Building, when they were ftahdinig 
and entire. 

If Paris^ and moft of the Cities of Frarut^ 
fhould happen to be deftroyed, it would be difficult, 
five hundred Years after Jt, to difcover any Traces 
of the moft pompous Structure. For War^t of 
Marble the Strtiflures that are already dccaving, 
would foon be buried In Oblivion ; becaufe otone 
only refifts the Shocks of Weather when it is joined 
toother Buildings, but after it is feparated from 
the main Building, it ibon lofes the Form it had 
received from the Hand of th« Workman. 
Tbieire is not one Marble Pillar in all the public 
L6 Ed?'- 
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Edifices at Paris: And VerfaiUes^ where Lewis XIV. 
laid out fuch immenfe Sums, does not contain fo 
much Marhk, tbe Statues exceptedr^as the Palaces 
of fome Senator* at Gtnoa, The carved Work of 
the Front of the Tuillnies is already nibbled and 
dama^W by Timcf though the Struottre is not yet 
finiihcd. . u • v • 

The Ruins of the Cities in the 4rchtpelago have 
for feveral Ages engaged the CufioCty of Travel- 
lers, yet the Turks leflen them every Day, and 
carry axyay vaft Quantiti^ pf their R^arbk. ; Hpw 
much therefore muft there have been of it at firft ? 
The Mofque of the Sultan Achmet was built oa- 
ly of the Stones fetched from the Ruins of Troy.. 
The Columns which form the Peryftil of that 
Temple, and which are not lefs rivan an hundred 
and thirty in Number, were found all intire in the 

Jields of that ancient City. For near two hun- 
ted Years the Turks made Ufe of no other Bullets 
for the Cannon of the DdrdfjmUeSs .th^n Corinthian 
Chapiters and Columns which they broke to Pieces, 
and then cut to make them ferve that Purpofe. 
What a vaft Number of Structures only built of 
Marble muft there have been formerly in Greece? 
How. many Triumphal Arches, Porticos, Peryftil§, 
Fountains, and Pillars ? Rome had hot' fo' many fu,- 
perb Stcudtures as Greece^ if we may judge by. the 
Number of Marble Pieces, and the other Works of 
' Architie<Slure that had efcaped the Fury of the 
'Time's. I own that there muft be prodigious 
Wealth in the Tyhef^ and that to be fure there ape 
more Statues in it's Chanrtel, than, ther^ are m 
i2:;«<? flow y but' alt thel^ Treafures are concealed - 
from our Sight, and we can pot judgs: of wHat vifi 
■ do not'fee. / , ■ !/,_»' ' ' \ . ,, •. 

About' forty Years affo, our Brethren tKe Jewf 
offered twisnty Millions .to the lovereign rontilT, 

.1 , oj ^* 
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to get leave of horiTto fearch the Tyher^ and to 
turn the Courfe of it for only fix IVIonths, aod 
propofed to examine it for only one League above, 
and finotl\er below that Gity,, It is very certain 
,that in tha Space of thofdtwo t»eagues they )voul4 
have found tenfimes trhe Value or their Premruru. 
Howev^, faid they, as.tbey ran ia Rirqu'e of lofmg 
their twenty Millions, they de^fireJ that for iheij* 
great Eafe jn that Work, -they -might be^allowed , 
to turn off the Tyler in the Sumnipr, which Cl'"^^^ 
was the very Thing, that defj^ated th^^r Pptitioij. 
Twenty A^iUions; was a Sun^ very.' tempting^^^and 
the Matt-er was debated more than once or tw^cC'V 
."but at length it was judged, that the gre^t Heats 
might draw fuch Exalations from tne drained 
Channel, as would breed a Peftilence, and there- 
fore their Requeft was denied. For my Part, dear 
JJhacy I am of Opinion that the |Apprcbenf;|iri/^Qf 
Diftempefs was ooly ^ Cloak, ma^je Uf^ of ^o^cpvly: 
the yeal Reaibhs.of that Refufal^ The y^zt'^.woulc! 
Kav'e fold all the Trealure, the Statutes,, the, Brorv- 
. zes, the Medak, and jhe Columns which they 
would Have found, out of" the City, becaufe no- 
body in it would have been ,ricb enough , to have 
paid down the Money For them which many fo- 
vercign .Princes and rich private Men abroad would 
have giveii. It was the lame political Reafcn* that 
hindered the Removalof the Pidlures^ and Statues 
from Itome: And had it not been for this wife Re- 
gulation, that" City would Kave been flripped long 
. ago of abundance of find Things which ^he* Nobi- 
lity and Citizens would have fold 5 and. be De- 
grees Fqrefgners becoming pofTefled at Home of 
what drew thien> to Rcme^ would have refortod 
to that City no longer, which would hav^ beeh^a 
notorious Prejudice to it. , This Regulation has 
' been fo rigidly- adhered td^.tbat tbe eteat Du^cs 
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of Tufiam never could obtain Leave for the Removal 
of old HercuUs out of their Palace ztJlome to thei^ 
own Dominions. 

Lewis XIV. in the Time of the greatcft Splen- 
dor^ made a Purchafe at Rome of a Part of th6 
An^ques that are in the Gallery of VerJaiUes ; and 
the Perfoo commiffioned to fend them to France^ 
was Poufpn the famous Painter^ who was a Subjeft 
ofhisMajefty. The fovcreign Pontiff not being^ 
able to help it, gave his Confent; but in order to 
Iceep Peace with the Populace, and to prevent a 
Tumult, they were obliged to embark them in the 
Night-time, when no*body knew any Thing of 
the Matter. It is true, that if Lewis XIV. had 
pleafed, he could have obliged the Magiftrates of 
Rome to fend them to him themiblves, for he was 
then fo much dreaded at Rowu^ that no-body durft 
refufe it him; but he was for avoiding all Dif« 
tuffiohs, which, when thofe they have to deal widi 
do not ad with Vigour, the Ramans fpin out to 
Eternity* (b that it requires more Time to fettle the 
leaft Incident with them, than. to conclude a ge* 
nera! Peace throughout Europe. Impertinence and 
Chicanery feem to be the Province of the Naza^ 
rem Priefts, but of no People more than the "Jan^ 
Jemfts 'OX MoUniJisy who when they, cannot dif- 
pute with their Enemies, and gainfay them, pi^k 
a Quarrel with their own Brethren and Adhe- 
rents: Of which the following is a recent In- 
fiance. 

The Pontiff of Parisy of whom I have not yet 
made any Mention in my Letters, is very much 
.'hated by the Janfeni/is^ who have aimed to blacken 
his Reputation by defamatory Libels ; but the bet* 
ter Sort of People have not fuffered themfelves to 
be prejudiced by thefe InveSives. The Pontiff is 
very niuch-of a Gentleman* Before he came to 

Paris 
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Paris he had governed another Church, where he 
Was univerfally beloved -even by the yanfinj/fs. He 
was raifed to the chief Eccleiiaftical Dignity in the 
Kingdom, and fell a Sacrifice to it ; for being obliged 
to ftand his ground againft all the Efforts of th£%»« 
fem/l Party, he foon regretted the Lofs of that Tran- 

fuility which he had enjoyed in his old Diocefe : 
(owever he endeavoured to fweeten their Tempers - 
as much as he could. Being an Enemy to violent 
md rigorous Meafures, he was defirous that an Ac* 
commodation might be entered into fincerely : But 
the Good Man did not very well know the People 
' lie had to^ do with : The yanfinifts were fo enraged 
againft him, that they even reproached him foreating 
too much ; is if his At)petite had been a Crime, and 
as if a puny Stomach was eflential to Righteou(hefs» 
Finding at length that all he could do would be to 
noPurpofe, he let Things take their Courfe. Com- 
plaint had been made a lonj^Time in his Diocefe, 
that a Book which the Naxarenes call a Breviary^ 
Wanted much to be regulated. It is a CoUeAion 
of the Pfalms of the Royal Prophet, with a Mix- 
ture of fome Prayers of their own compofing. The 
Pontiff ordered tne Men (killed in the Nazanm'Lz,'^ 
to compofe a new Brtviary. While this was doing, 
all the Janfimfts murmured and raved fadly againft 
the Book, and thofe that compofed it. The Moli^ 
mftsy on the contrary, gave out every where, that 
the Work, whtth' wooTd foon appear, was excel- 
lent. It did appear, and by a merry Accident the 
yan^myis received it with verv great Refped, and 
the Molinijls declaimed againu it with very great 
Rage; fo that they filled Farts with their (editioiis 
Writings. Two Priefts there are * among others> 

* Languit^ the Curft or Parfon of St. Sulfici', and 
the ParfoA of 6t. Nidfiku d$ CbmrdnmerU% 
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who h^^fi Tikmnly proteftcd that they will nojt abanr 
don th^ir oIJ Breviary ; one of them efpecially rav^$ 
and tears at a deadly rate * ; he is a religious Cox- 
comb^ who is lik? encjvgh ,opc jPaiy oj: pt'her to in^ 
troduce the QonvulfipXTJ^ of,^he J(infeni^s ^rxiox^g-x^ 
Molinl/is. . He f^y«,t]a^t]xH^^e.w,^rm^y. j^ *.^Ppl^ 
,fyll of dangerous Xrrors ;,.that.rit >defcrvqs ^t9 %er 
burnt i that h^s Pont iiT had; in allAppearance gorged 
too much wh^u be .appoved it j a^d that he appeals 
from the Jfterrmn^ Poutiff^to ,lhe -M?^/z/W PontifiF^ 
The Parli'4me^t^\'vYhicJ^.. Joes, ru^t tljipk; bis A^^"c 
pacn.t«i v^e,ry excellcnt^Viajntain^^ that ^)i),^^ Breviary js 
.riight 'ami goo.d^ ^f^d- ^b^^s^fujc^ ij giign^t ,(0 '>« 
received. That rover?igh Co.urt hasfioce'cpjjflernnea 
a certain tVriti—'—'^-'^'' * ^ ' " ' nt..^ 

he the C 
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in^^ which vvas fhrewdly 'uifpe£led''t6 
)out:ion of fohle. fan.a'tjcal.^rleft, to 
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cuts them to the very Heart, namely, by ftcippMjg^ 
them of their Revenues j the Clergy being fo felfifll 
that this is the only Way to bring tnem to the Point 
where you would have them. 

As to the Pcrfon who has declared in the moft 
public Manner againft the IntfoduSion of this new 
Book, fhey fay of him in particular, that he makes 
his Money his God. He is building a magnificent 
Temple, but they fay, it is worth more to him than 
to the Workmen whom he employs. Under the 
fpecious Pretence of aColle£lion towards the Charges 
of the Building, and Decoration of it, he re(;eives 
Money from all Hands. It is all the fame Thing to 
him who has no Manner of Exception to the Money, 
which is ftill Money, come from wbomfoever it 
will. I am pofitive he would not think it a Trouble 
to receive a Prpfit frorii the common Whores at 
Parisy if he was to be permitted to lay a Tax upon 
their Trade. He would build his Temple, as that 
famous Egyptian Courtezan built one of the Pyranfiids 
of MgypU out of the Profits (he got by the Sparks to 
whom fte granted her Favours. 

Perhaps, dear Ifaac^ thou wilt be aftonifbed 'al 
the Obftinacy of this Clergyman, in endeavourir>g 
to diflingtiifh himfelf thus fmgly frorn all his Bre- 
thren. He hopes ^ by his Rebellion, to make his 
Court to the fov^reign Pontiff. It is by thefe bold 
Strokes that a private Man makes Wmfelf known, 
and renders his Name confiderablcamong the Mad- 
men of the Party that he has embraced : And the 
Court of Rome^ for ^^hich rio body ever does any 
Service in vain, is furc, fooncr or later, to reward 
fuch blind Zeal. Thus the moft criminal Under- 
takings are often the beft recompenfed. In all 
Places, and efpccially amongft the Clergy, there are 
EroflratuCz of this modern Sort, who, to get a 
M \ - • • : Name, 
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Name, fet every Thing in a Flame, and raife fudden 
Hurricanes in Times of thegreateft Calm. 

Some Years ago, a Pontiff that was an outragi- 
cus MoHnifi *, pubiifhed a Paper in Violation of the 
Regard that he owed to the ICing his Mafter, and to 
the Welfare of his Country j which Proceeding of 
his was fuppofed to have been owing to the Inftiga- 
tion of the JefmtSj though they had no Share in k* 
The Pontiff having heard it, declared publicly, that 
the yefuiis were fo far from having a hand in the 
Perrormance which he had publi&ed, that they did 
what they could to hinder it, and of this I make no 
Doubt. The yefutU though they are the moft rigid 
AfoEni/lsy ydt they are the moft politic 5 The filly 
Things done by thofe who are attached to them, are 
a very great Difcredit to them ; and if they could 
always reftrain their Tempers, the fubaltern molinifit 
Would not commit many Follies that they are guilty 
cf. But let the General Officers of an Army have 
ever fo much Fbrefight, it is impoflible for them 
\6 hinder the Polly of a Soldier^ a Sutler, or. the 
f'oot-Soldier's Poft-Bby. 

Faf ewell, dear Ifaac j and may the God Qi our 
y^athera grant thee Riches in Abundance* 

• The Archhifliop of ufr&i. 
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LETTER LXXI. 

TProm Kki^ on Monceca, ^/ Paris, to 
Isaac On is, ^ Caraite^ lately a Rabln\ . 
at Conftantinople* 

THE News from torfica^ dear Ifaae^ differs very 
much, and People begin to doubt whether the 
Projeft of the pretended King 7^f^^for^ will fucceed j 
Money fails him, atid the Succours that he had pro* 
' mifed are not arrived, A third Party is formed Jn 
the Illand, and the Gemrfe hopie to let their AiFaii^ 
fcfon retrieved, or at leaft they ^ive out fo. I muft 
tell thee plainly, dear Monceca^ that after haviitg 
' reafoned a long Time lipon the Tranfaflions in Cot» 
ficoj I ftanUy own, that I know not what to make 
-of it. I talk with Politici)ans here every Day, who^ 
are mighty Speculators, and lay open the whole 
'Myftery of this Adventure, with as much AITurance 
as if they were let into the moft fecrct Particulars of 
it. They pretend to know the fiimous Magician 
that protefis this Knights-Errant ; thev know from 
whence came the Amftance he has had hitherto i 
and they tell you the Particulars of what he is to 
exped. But after haying heard them for a good 
while, w^en one comes to refle£l upon vhat they 
' have (aid, it is plain that it is all meer Guefs-work» 
and that it cannojt Hand th% Teft of Esj^amination. 

If one confiders The^e in tlie Light of . a For- 
tune-hume;*, if we believe lyhat the Gemefe^ fay of 
kim, his Arrival in C^^ has fomethinj^ as extra- 
ordinary in it as the prodigious Rife 01 Tamerlane^ 

who. 
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who, as fomc Arabian Authors fay, was only the 
Son of a Shepherd ; and it it really not near fo fur- 
prifing for a private CentineljOf the Tartars^ to 
become Maffer and Head of his Country, as it is 
to fee a private Man, one ^f the vulgar ^ank, .get 
' hiiAfelf fo be declared King in the Centre \>i Eurcfe^ 
/arid in Sight too pf a. great many Princes, jfealdus of 
the Grandeur and Majefty .of^tbeir R^nk,, which 
would be depreciated, if *a notorious Fortune- 
hunter ftiould become their EquaL For, in fhort, 
. if byx:hance the Genoeje (hould^be entirely drove out 
of the Ifland of Corficay and %beg4or^ fliojjld be re- 
cognizee^. W all the Inl^abitai?^s for their foyereign 
Lord aii<J-Mafter^.i,wourd know what the^fov^q^gn 
J^owers of J^urope would^ do i^.^tbat Cafe ? Could 
fuch Monarchs.as the Emperor and tbe^ Kipg yf 
^Frji^nce^ find fn, their. Hearts ev^r^to recpgwize Jbr*a 
lawful ^wereign, a King crosjvned by a Rcbe^Kckn 
formed ^by Xvlckjednefs,, apfl 3yl^o. beforejhie bepaixje 
a Sovereign di(4 a^ th^ey iHy>(;nc^^^ tju^n jonpe difbi^- 
no'ur tbefChaxafier ^f a Gcntiemanj Idanot belieyfc 
there is any body filly enough to, iniagine,. that ttjofe 
"princes vvpuld behave in , that Manner, fliut, an 
Jthe ot.he4:..HaQd, Theodora yjoyxli, have , pomlnipns, 
, Subjedis, JSliips,^ Harbours, Tovwns, £sf/:. ..an(\- when 

,^ut thQr(^jiifuit>; Aipon wnatfjsoat^(lpoi/ld. b^^^^ 
tr^at^ >yjt}^7'^^ forcqi t^ ii;,^y 

the' Situ^^Qxi-. ^^ Corfica -^ for there are few Sbigs 
thftt let oui ifQXn Marjeilles ior ,th^ Levant^ hnt what 
Anchor euher^going or comirig upon the ^oajft^ of 
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j J>eyer^T ^erfcjns fefolve t^^i^t)lflicufwV ^7, f^y- 
pV^^lthaJ. ^ facui, ^s,^^^?^rf|i^.I^ after ^^nd^pj^ac^e- 
<jibTe Ponw^t'^t!hVCQuntcy?,a^other!^^ 
pxpel h^A^^out yt, .it, ' But ,I;/af]^, .^icther ' fuch 
'Jleafoning ts'confifteitt with gQocl'Policy ? I think 

it 
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it. is altogether the Reverfe of it ; and that unlefs all 
thofe DifiiGulties between ■ the European Powers are 
pi^cvented^. before they go about to expel Whecd^re^ 
the Power, that ihouki undertake it would find fe-» 
veral Princfes jready to oppofe him. But^ as fome 
Pfeople fay, every Thing is already fettled and con- 
ctudedv and they all know what they have to truft 
to : Thi$ a what I ftall inquire into hereafter, but 
in the mean Time. I .think this Opinion liable to a 
world of Objcdidns, I. really' confider (fuppofmg 
x't^tTbeadifri a£ls olily upon his own Bottom) what 
ObftaclesthaV Power would meet with, who fhould 
offer tb drive him out oi Corfica^ if he *was once in 
peaceable Poifeffioil of it. Suppofe Spain fliould be . 
thirt Power* it', would be the lotercft iof France 
ftrenuoufly to.o^pofe'that Nation^s having a Coun- 
try, with Town* and Harbours which entirely block 
up thok.rof • Manjai/eyi Toulon^ « and Jnilbes : For " 
in cafe th«j Spaniards we A j. to have a War with 
Prance^ they would, with two Frigates of twenty » 
'Guns t7^\ abfolutely interrupt the Trade to the 
L^kianh . 'In. a\ ^omi^ th6 Merchant-Ships' would- 
be obligcd^ tb ^ga /or r&hclifier to^ery diftant Ports, 
and rfom^ttm^ i wOuUihe able to find none;, tffpe- 
cdall]^ if the Wind ifaould hinder them from mak- 
ing .the Coaft of Italy. The Ifland of Corfica^ in 
the Hands: of fo formidable a Power as the Spa^ 
nhrdi-i would become as pernicious to the Trade 
of MarffiUes^ as the FSench in' the Time of War" 
woUkl be troirBleftm'e to the Caktlans^ ifthey fljould 
eVt^ ,be.Ma(ters^o£) the lUTunii : 6i Majorca.. Da 
but call .tfey £^e,: dear ^^aac^ upon a Map, and 
th^d wik be aonvinced tbyfelf of the Truth of my 
Qpiaion. / . 

France would not be the only Power obliged in 
Intercft.to hind^j; the Spaniards from having the 
Ifland of Corfica^ Undoubtedly . the King of Sar^ 

dinia 
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dima would be very loth to confent to it | Nia^ 
Villa" f^wua^ and his other Maritime Towns being 
already Ui much pent up and cramped by Promts 
that I do not believe he wodd care to have another 
Neighbour {o incommodious* Some Politicfans 
are of Opinion, that the Ewrtftan Powers would 
freely confent that the King of SanSnia fhould 
»be Matter of the liland of Corjkd^ But Fnmci 
has - the (ame Reafon ta oppofe the Pietbttmtep! as 
to oppofe the Spamards ; becaufe^ though the formier 
are not near fo powerful as the latter, they might 
become very troublefome to Prmict whenever they 
Ihould unite with other Powers againft her. What 
would become of Jotdon and all Prtuemi^ \S the 
EngUfi and Dtacb had it in their Power to fortH 
Magazines, and to have a Number of Town» 
and Sea-ports but forty Leagues from Prvoina^ 
«nd to be able to come in twenty-four Hours Tinoe 
to anchor there with a Squadron whenever they 
pkafed* 

If it be almoft as much the Intereft of Ptcmt at 
of %f», to fee the Englijh difpofiefied of Port Ma^ 
h^ how much loore is file obliged in Intereft, not 
to let a formidable Power eflablifli itfelf in thofe 
Ports that blocks up all her Harbotirs in the MediUT'^ 
ramanf Some People think that (he would not be 
very uneafy, if thofe Ports were in the Hands of the 
King of Napksztid SUify, but this Argument is fo 
weak that it confutes itfelf* The Union of the 
Courte of Madrid and Naples Is fo ftridt, their In* 
'terefts are fo, united, that the fame Reafons wbicb^ 
oppofe the Spaniards oppofe ihe Neapolitans. Be« 
fi6c%^ all Men are mortal. Sovereigns themfelves^' 
being not exempted by the Defty from the Laws of 
Death. If the Prljice of Afiuriat^ who has no Chil-* 
dren, flibuld happen to die, are not thofe Ports iti 
the Hands of Speun^ and by confequence of a for« 

midabl^ 
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midable Power? But fome will fay, who know* 
whether by the fecret Articles of the very Treaties 
that would render the Neapolitans Mafters of the 
Country, they would not be obliged to abandon 
it to another Prince, the very Moment that tbeif 
Sovereign fhould become King of Spain ? To this 
I anfwer^ That as able Politician will never rely 
upon the F^th of Reilitutions* The Councils of 
Princes are as f nritfoHn Excufes as the Society of 
yefuits is 5 they never want plaufable Pretences, 
and they make Ufe of the Privilege of the Direflion 
of the Intention. The EngUJb are lately become^ 
^ery Jifuiis upon this Head \ and I believe they have 
been obliged to thofe Reverend Fathers for fever;^ 
Arguments, with Regard tQ the Article of Gihra^ar 
and Port Mahon. And what might not the 5^^/« 
(srds do, who are prone by Nature to fo^ow tho 
l>ireaion of the Jefaitsf 

Thefe, dear Ifaacj are the Reafons which incline 
me to fufpeA that Theodore does not zSt upon hb 
own Bottom, but is dire&ed by z.Primum Mobile* 
His want of Money, and of a fufficient Number of 
Forces; xhe Slpwnefs with which he goes on, an4 ^ 
his not having yet performed a fmgle Adion that 
can be decifivej all this together confiuns n^e in my 
Opinion. « ^ 

But, on the other Hand, when I come toconfider 
that tl^ Baron it Uevuhoff was a Slave two Yeara 
ago, that he was fick in an Hofpital three Years ago, 
that he has fpent his Patrimony long fince ; and 
when I fee him arrived in Obrfica with Chefts fuU 
of Gold Coin, and with eight Brafs Cannon, the 
leaft of which coft above two thoufand Crowns, I 
know not what to thirik of it. Two or three hun- 
dr,ed thoufand Livres is not a Sum to be borrowed 
upon (lender Hopes, which even appear ridiculous fio 

any 
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««y that will but examine them. How then could 
the Baron de Newhdff compafs thofe Supplies with 
which he has fup plied the Corftcans ? If he had theiil 
TM, from private Hands, he muft needs have had 
them from fome fovereign Power ; and if it is fome 
Sovereign that aiTifts, fupports, and profedls him, 
why docs he abandon him to Neceflity ? Why does 
he fufFer him to want Money, and expofe him to 
the Hazard of employing the firft Sums he gave hmi 
U> no Purpofe ? 

One is perfedly loft and bewildered in the At- 
tempt to dive to the Bottom of thefe Reflexions. 
There are Politicians who think it eafy to unfold all 
thefe Secrets. As for my Part, I own fincerely, that 
I can comprehend but little, if any Thing, of the 
Matter: Perhaps thty who fancy they know the 
Myftety, are as ignorant of it as f am; but they are 
not fo candid, and would fain pafs their Conjedtures 
^p6n the World for, real Fails. This is too much 
Itie Foifbfe of all Politicians; nothing puts them to 
a Stand, and they readily find Reafons,to folve the 
greateft Difficulties. The^y penetrate into the very 
Cabiftets of Princes; they know the moft fecret 
Thing that pa&s there, and they fbretej the End of 
% War before it \% fcarce begun. In fine, they re- 
gulate all the Courts of Europe ; but unhappily for 
themfelves and their l^redidlions, they are as much 
mlftalcen as .the Makers of Almanacs. 

It iliuft be Time, dear Ifaacy that will clear up 
that confiafed Chaos' of Ideas, which Mankind 
Yorrrts upon the Baron de i^ewh'^ff^s Undertaking, 
Mean while let us fufpend our JiKlgment. There 
are ten or twelve People in Europt that know the 
Secret of this Affair ; and to be fure it is an in- 
finite Pleafure to them, to hear what other Folks 
fay. We fliall one Day have the fame A<lvantiige 

as 
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as they have now; and when the Intricacy is 
cleared up, the vain Cpnjeftures .which we form 
at prefent will be an Amufcment to us in our 
Turn. 

As foon as I learn any Thing new, I will let thee 
know it by a Letter, and (hall take" Care to inform 
myfelf cxaftly of what may ferve for our Inftruftion; 
After all, they give out here that the feid Lord 
Theodore treats his new SubjeSs with very great 
Rigour, thofe efpecially whom he fufpecSs to be 
againft him. A bare Sufpicion is with hirh fuch a 
Crime, that nothing but Death can attone for it. 
He has caufed four of the, chief Men that were 
againft him to be Ihot to Death, but I think he 
would have done much better to pardon them j for 
fuch an Inftance of his Generofity v/ould have won 
him many more Hearts, than a flavi(h Fear will 
ever retain in Refpe6l and Submiffion. 

I cannot but think that the Blood which is fpilt 
upon Scaffolds in Civil Wars, produces the fame 
EfFeft as that of the Primitive Nazarenesy which 
the Pagan Emperors fhed with fo much Rage. 
The more of tbem fhat were put to Death, the 
more the Number of them increafed. The very 
fame Thing happens in Civil Wars; the Spirit of 
Party is heated by Murder and Slaughter, and the 
Death of one Perfon determines a hundred to 
efpoufe his Party. The Murderer' is fure to be 
bated, and he that dies will infallibly be pitied. 
The*Deaih of the famous Admiral, de Coligni^ and 
of the other Proteftants, only ferved to increafe 
the Number of Henry IV^s Adherents. The Lofi'es 
which the Catholic Cantons fuftained in their laft 
War, united them more than ever together. Since 
the entire SupprefTion of the Religion of the Na- 
zarenc Papifts in Ireland^ the Number of the Na» 
zarenes of that Faith is rather increafed there than 
Vol. II. M diminifhcd. 
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4imini(becl. The Depofing of the Pontiff of the 
City of Senes^ in the Council of Ambrwi has very 
much augmented the ^xxmhtx o^ yanfmi/lsin France. 
People are much fooner reclaimed by Lenity, than 
by violent and bloody Methods. Pbil^ IPs CJha- 
rafler for Cruelty, gave the firft Blow to the Spanijb 
Monarchy, and made him lofe thofe Countries that 
noW form the Republic of HoOand. 

Take Care of thy Health, dear IJaac^ and may 
the God of our Fathers give thee an abundant Mea« 
Aire of Profperity. 



LETTER LXXIL 

From Jacob Brito,, ^/ Laufanne in 
Switzerland, to Aaron Monceca, 
at Paris. 

BEFORE I could purfue my Rout tlirough Lyons 
and Languudoc^ in order to make the beft of 
my Way to Lijlon^ I was obliged to go and pafs a 
itvf Days at Laufantte. I have received Pa ffports for 
fix Months from the Courts of Spain itnd Portugal^ 
fo that I can now do all my Bufinefs quietly, with- 
out being terrified by the. Pricfts or the Inquifition. 
SamtuI Pinaro has procured aCommiffion for me to 
be Agent, extraordinary to the Republic of Genoa^ 
while I ftay at Lijbon, which Title gives me a Cha- 
rafter that puts me out of all Manner of Danger ; 
I doubt not but to difcover a great many Things in 
the Voyage i purpofe to make, which may be the 
Foundation of fome Philifophical Reflexions, and 

I will 
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I will write to thee from 5/a/«, as conftantly as I 
have done from Itdly, 

1 have few Things to acquaint thee of at prefent. 
Laufanne is a very pretty Town, being the Capital 
of the Pays de Fau^y in the Canton of Bern. The 
People here live much more afct^r the French Fafliion 
than ihey do in the other Towns, yfet in general 
they partake of the Manners and Cuftoms of their 
Brethren, and the Produce of the Country is juft 
the fame as that of the othfer Cantons. The Wine 
here is very good, artd their Lake and Rivers abound 
with all Manner of Fifh j nor is there any , Want 
of Fowl and !?.ll other Neceffaries of Life. In this 
Climate, Nature furniflies the Inhabitants with * 
every Thihg that is for their Ufe, and is only fpar- 
ing in the Things that introduce Lu3|Qry, and en- 
courage Debatichety, ^ ," * 

The Stoitzch ate mured to all the' Hardfhips of 
Hunger artd 7'hirft, CoTd and tfeat ; they Jive very- 
cheap. Milk and Cheefe being their principal 
Food*. Cooks are of no Ufe with them, or have 
very little Employment ; they being ignorarrt of the 
Art of mixing Poifons that are pernicious to 
Health atid long Life, under the Name of Nice 
Ragouts, and favory Difhes. Their Houfes are 
but rhdiffercn% and their Furniture is as plaih as 
that of thfe primitive Times : Their Apparel u^hich 
is made for th^ir Ufe, and not to dazzle the Eyes 
of thfe Spc6hitofs, is proportioned to the Reft; but 
fo many Virtues are obfcurcd by one confiderable 
Fault; for they are moft abotninablc Drunkards. 
They fomctimes fpend Days and. Nights in conti- 
nual Debauchery, and there is no Hopes of getting 
a Place in their Hearts, but by a Glafs In the 

♦ This nllift diiefly bfe undcrfVood of their Moun* 
tainecrs and Peafants. 

M 2 Hand ; 

^ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



244 7^^^ Jewish Spv. Let. 72. 

Hand ; Wine being with thepi the Cement of 
Friendfliip. In Switzerland the greatell Drinker is 
reckoned the beft Man, and he that can carry 
ofF his fix or feven Bottles of Wine, is as much 
courted at their Entertainments, as a Poet or a 
facetious Author is jn France^ at their Parties of 
Pleafure, If Chapelle * and St. Evremond hz^ lived 
in Switzerland^ they would have paft for a Couple 
of pitiful Fellows, not worthy to be admitted into 
go^d Company. 

Whatfoevcr Pleafure the Swiizers take in drink- 
ing, yet as/oon as their Debaucheries are over, they 
fo to their Bufinefs and double their Induftry and 
)iligencc to retrieve their Expences. They wori 
id driniy fays a modern Author, and they drink the 
better to work. Their Inclination to Wine does not 
hinder them from being prudent and .circurttfpeft 
in AfFaijs public and private 5 fo that to be fure 
theFumes of the Wine do not get up into their 
Brains fo much as they do into thofe of other People; 
for there is no Treaty, Agreement, Leafe, or Cen- 
tral made without the Bottle in Hand, to wet the 
Bargain with the bewitching Liquor. Nor are their 
Politics the worfe for their tippling, for after hav- 
ing drank all Day long, a Swifs knows perfedlly 
well what is for the Benefit and Happincfs of his 
Country. This is a Sort of Miracle, but it is fo 
plain a Cafe that it's Reality cannot be doubted, 
the Cantons having maintaiined tlieir Liberty for fo 
many Ages againft feveral Princes, that would fain 
have fubdued them. It is to their Union that 
ihey owe their Prefervation, and the Efteem they 
have acquired all ovej Europe^ in which there 

• Yet the Author of the Life of MoUere reprefents 
him at leaft as an agreeable Debauchee, if not a very" 
Drunkard. 

' arc 
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are no Princes but what are very glad to be their 
Allies. . ' ■ 

The Switzers are got into a Method of having 
a 2;reat Number of well difciplined and experienced 
•Soldiers, that coft.them nothing; they fend their 
* Youth to ferve in foreign Countries; a great many 
foverei^n Princes have Swifs Regiments in their 
Pay, which arc conftantly recruited by Men that 
the Cantons give leave for raifing in their own 
Country. But as faft as the young Fellows lilt 
and go out of their Country for a certain Time, 
they who preceded them obtain their Difmifiion, 
and return to their own Country, perfedily bred 
Op and trained in the Art of War. Befides the 
. Soldiers that are forrhed out of Switzerland^ they 
take great Care to make all the Citizens and 
Tradefmen perform military Exercifc on particul r 
Daysof the Year; and the very Peafants thentfclvc:* 
are not exempt from this Service, who after hav- 
ing worked certain Days of the Week for them- 
felves, employ the Reft for the public Good and 
Safety of the Country. 

Though thefe Precautions are very well judged, 
yet the Cantons have little to fear from the Inva- 
fions of Foreigners j the inacceffible Mountains of 
the' Jlps ferve them for Ramparts, and there is not a . 
Vnnct in Europey i\izt^ be it either from Fear or 
from Intereft, durft attack them: For were we 
after an expenfiye War to fubdue them, what he 
would get by it in fifty Years Time, would not 
countervail the Expcnce oP one fingle Campaign. 
If the Switzers are ever in Danger of being de- 
ftroyed, it can be only by themfelves j for as long 
as they continue united, they will fubfift as they 
ihave done hitherto; but if ever they are divided 
among themfelves, if Hatred, Difcord, and Envy, 
get Room in their ^eart8, they will themfelves do 

that 
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that in a little Time, which was out of the Power 
of all Eur of e. i 

Some Years ago the Popifli and Protcfiant Can- 
tons had a cruel War ; the Divifion was occafioned 
bv a Monk called the Abbot of St. Gall; for ii^ 
all the Dominions of the Nazarenesy it fecnas that 
always Difputes, and Diffcnfion are owing to the 
turbulent Spirit of the Monks and Priefts. This 
Abbot put himfelf at the Head of the Popifli Can-, 
tons, and like another Jojbuay he faid he was refolved 
to extirpate all the Enemies of God.'s People; which 
was the Name that iie gave to t^ie Swifs Proteii* 
ants. For this End he ha^ given to every Soldier 
Billets, containing Lifts of the Men that each of 
them was to murder. One was obliged to cut the 
Throats of five) another of fix, another of feven, 
and every one more or lefs, in fliort, according as 
the Abbot judged that the Soldier whom he com- 
mifliomd for that Purppfe, had more. or Icfs Strength 
and Courage. Hn drew up his Army> an4 before 
th^ Battle^ began, h^ promifed a Pl)ce in Heaven 
to thofe who djed in the Fieldsi and a great many 
other Induigenoey 00 th^ Pail of t;bf fovereign 
PontiiF, t& ^ofe that flipuld perform, the Orders 
of th« Ticket. After ttvia he leti/ed prudently lb 
fl«ep in ^ vhoU Skini^ ^nd left it tq hi« Officers to 
lake Cart of ik^ R«ft» ?ut Tbiogsi did not anfwer 
his Exj^Sationby Si gr^t de^j^ for his Army was 
iini'ely d«f«ated, tb^ mvrdc^ing TicU^t^ had li^o 
Lflfb^is, 9nd this modern ^afiiua. was ^ fa^ from 
praying to the Poity to ft^p the Courfe of the Sun> 
(Q give hiQ> Time for (t^e complete Overthrow of bis ' 
£neB»i«^ that he gJriyed tQ it eaxneftly tQ bring on 
N%bt and X>arka«iSf \xk Qi*der tp £^ye him and the 
Rf ft of his Party from ^t fury ^ Revenge <rf the 
Ni^rm Piodeft «*«• 

After 
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After the Battle the Swifs Papifts were fenfible 
of the FoJly they had been guilty of}- they were 
convinced how ruinous it would be for them to 
carry on a War which had proved fo fatal to them 
in the Beginning, anjd therefore propofed a Peace 
to their Enemies; who, fond to (hake Hands again 
with their Brethren, whom Dsfcord had torn from 
them, readily confented to an Accomodation that 
pacified all Swiizeriavdi ^nd fettled it's Liberty on 
fuch a Bafis that it cannot be robbed of it while 
it continued united. This is a Truth of which ail 
the Cantons, both Popifli and Proteftant, are fully 
convinced, and confequently they endeavour always 
to live in Peace und Unity. The Abbot of St, 
Call now and then makes fiefli Attempts to em- 
broil Affairs a^ain, and to foment new Difput^s; 
but the Swijs Papifts know better Things, having 
paid fo dear for their Experience^ and the Pro- 
teftants. had rather fubmit and bear with fome 
Things patiently, than pttinge their Country again 
in a Civil War. 

Some Time after the Reformation was introduc- 
ed, the Difference of Opinions making a very great 
Npife, and the Magiftratcs fearing that fuch jar- 
ting Sentiments might produce fome popular Tu- 
mult and Sedition^ they refolved unanimoufly that 
in thofe Cantons where there were more f^apifls 
than Proteftants, every oiie (hoiild hereaftiBf adbem 
to the Intereft of the foveteiga Poatifiv ^^ that 
in thofe where the Number of his Adherents^ was 
Jefs thari that of his Adverfaries, they ftoulcf in- 
tircly break ofF Conmiunion with him. This was 
done with as rouch Eafe aa it was propofed ; al( 
was quier^ and every one lived at his own ftoiif*; 
in Pe^ce. The ading with fo n»uch Pruderica 
ajid goc^i Senfe does not denote an IncUiutioj) to 
Quarrel and Contention. The SwiiT^n are the oalyi 
M4 People 

Digitized by VjOOQIC ^ 



248 7be Jewish Spy. Let. 72. 

People capable of entering into Meafures where 
there is fuch a Mixture of Franknefs and Can- 
dor; nor do they boaft of being great Philofo- 
phers. I do not believe that there were ever many 
Authors in their Country of any great Reputation ; 
for with them a Poet is as great a Wonder, as an 
Elephant is at Paris 'y and in general they have 
more Veffels of Wine in their Vaults, than Vo- 
]umes in their Libraries. It may be faid of the 
Switzers^ that they have a great Share of good 
Senfe, but that their Neighbours have all the Wit*. 

I have 

• The Marquis tTArgins having been reflefted on, 
in ^Paragraph foifted into the BibUotheque Germanique^ 
^Tom.'XL. (unknown to the learned Author M. de 

Beaufobre) as if he had alTerted, that there are » no 
truly learned Men it Stuitzerlamii thought it neceiTary 
in this Place to make Aaron Monceca*^ Apology, as fol- 
lows, a;/«. 

• He was verv well perfoaded'of the contrarjr; but 

* he fpoke of the Siuitzers in the general. His Ex- 

* preffions, taken in their ftrid Senfe, can only be un- 
< derftood to mean, that the Men of Learning are more 

* fcarcc in S'witz^rland than in Franct and England. 
« Really fuch as Thought that Aaron Monceca meant 
^ to difparagc the Sivitscers and to extol the French, 

* have quite miftaken his Senfe ; for he grants fo- 
« lid Trcafure to the former, and nothing but Tin- 

* fel to the latter. Are there any Talents, any Qua- 
\ lities which a true Philoibpher values like Wifdom 

* and fair Argument? Can Wit, ever fo fparkling, be 
« put in Comparifon with good Senfe? I have read 

* over this Letter three Times fucceffively wfth a firm 

* Refolution to ftrike out every Thing that I could 

* think might giye Occafion for the Murmurs of cer- 

* tain People; and I could find nothingln it, but what 
« I have heard declared a hundred Times by two hundred 

' * Sivi/s Ofiicers, or Merchants, who had a great Share 
« both of Wit and Good Senfe, and who judging of 

• Things 
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•I hav6 read a Book which is reckoned a Mafter- 
piece in this Country \ it is intitled. Letters con^ ' 
cerning the French and the Engliih ; hy a Swifs. 
This Work has had a good Vcrit in foreign Parts, 
but to be plain with thee, it is not worth much ; 
for the Author affecSts to be witty, and to fay pretty 
Things, which is his Foible, while he embroils 
himfelf with a Number of Divifions and Subdivi-, 
fions. Le Beau^ fays he, n*eji pas toujour s Bon\ 
maisy le Bon doit etre Beau, Les Franfois n'ont que 
le Beau: Leur Beau ne vaut done pas le Bon I i. e. 
That which is fair to the Eye, is not always good ; 
but that which is good, muft be fair- The French 
have only the Fair, but their Fair is not equivalent 
to the Good. Now the whole Tendency of this 
Balderdafl), this ringing of the Changes upon the 
Words Bon and Beau, and Beau which is not Bon^ 
is to prove that Boileauy and fome other Authors of 
the firft Clafs, are mean Geniufes, and hardly 
worth reading. He thinks the En^lijh Comedies 
fcarce worthy the Efteem of good Judges; though 
as to the Belles Lettres^ the Engtifh have fucceedcd 
beft, and have produced feveral excellent Pieces. 
In fine, dear Moncecoj notwithftanding fo many 
People have approved of this Book, I think it a bad 
one, writ in a bombaftic obfcure Stile, conveying 
no lively Idea to the Imagination, falfe in it's Criii- 
cifms, and incorrect in it's Opinions. 

* Things without Prejujlice, could not believe that the 

* blaming of the Faults of a Nation in general, was 
« determining the Merit of every private Man in par- 
« ticular. I repeat it again; Let ;his Letter be read 

* wkh a Philoiophical Eye, and then it will appear 

* whether I intended to vilify one of the moil cX)nlider- 

* able Nations in Europe, 

M 5 I would 
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I would not lecatiirc to fay fo much^iii this Cqun* 
try as I now write to thee, for the Siviiwrs arc very 
much prepofllfitd in Favour of this Work, and al- 
moft as fond of it aa th^y ate of the Liberty of the 
Citissena, which is their cootinual Topic. But 
I muft tell thee, that thia'Libei«y about which 
they make fo much Noife, extend? only to People 
of fome Rank, for the Vulgar are io more Subjec- 
tion here that in a&y other States Every Bailiff 
\m this Country is a petty Sovereign, who, as long 
as his Employment holds,' ^nk^ of nothing but how 
to make th« moil of it : So that the People often 
groan jinder the Governmeot of fome of the Bailiflfs, 
whom they love juft aa much as they deferve, and 
no more. 

AH Countries, dear Hoxtit^f have theijp Good 
and their Bad^ and if we talce a Survey of the* 
ioveral Forms of Government, it will appear, that, 
bating a few Things, they are much like one ano- 
ther: 1 mean the European Nationa only, out of 
which I except tbofr, where the Iiiquifition exer- 
cifes it's Fury^ 

Fare thee wells dear Monuca^ and live content 
and happy. 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXXIIL 

From Aaron Monceca>, at Paris, to 
I^aagOnis,^ Carat te^ lat^ a Kahbi^ 
at Conftantinople. 



THEY tell a Piece of News here, as diverting 
as it is extraordinary \ ^ They^ affirm that the 

* new King of C^fica has wrote to the Wife of 
^ the Steward of the Archduchefs Mary Magdalen^ 
' to acquaint her that he had been ele<£ted King 

* oi Corficciy and t* deCre her to procure the ne- 

* ceilary Pailports for a Minifter whom be intend- 
« ed to fend to the Court of VUnnaJ Whether this 
News be true, I know^not; but I do not believe that 
it is poilible for Impertinence and Stupidity to be 
carried to a greater Height than they .are by this 
notable King Theodore. Where is that Moital who 
can be a greater Fool than he who fancies that a 
Prince, fuch as the Emperor, would vowchfafc to 
receive an Envoy or an Ambaflador from Rebels 
that rather deferve his Indignation than ProteSion, 
becaufe they ahufed his Goodneis ; and in a few 
Months after he had procured their Pardon frona the 
Gennfiy rebelled again; and only made \5^^ of the 
Emperor's Kindneiis, to favour . the new Crimes 
which ihey were contriving. . 

But aftfer all, admitting, dear Ifaac^ that the 
Corficam had juft Reafons for their Rebel) ion, and 
that the Tyranny of the Genoefe had forced* them to 
take up Arms, can one fo. much as harbour a 
Tho«ight that the Court of Vienna would r^eive 
M6.. the 
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the pretended Envoys of a Fortune-hunter, and a 
Parcel of wretched Mountaineers, to the Prejudice 
of a Republic which it had always proteded. It * 
would be a Slur on the Majefty of the Imperial 
Throne, if it afforded ftielter to People of that Rank. 
Rebels are always odious to Princes, unle& they get 
by their Crimes; and it may be well faid» that 
though they love the Treafon when they find their 
Account in it, yet they hate the Traitor. They 
arc afraid left fuch Monfters (hould rife in their Do- 
minions, as they find in thofe of their Enemies; and 
if they fometimes reward the Crime with one Hand, 
they leek a Pretence to punifh the Criminal with 
the other. The Spaniards had a vaft Contempt 
for. the French, who betraying their Country, aban- 
doned their lawful Sovereign : They made Ufe of 
them as Tools to their t)efigns, but they were cau- 
tious of trufting them with Places of Importance ; 
they were more cunning Politicians, than to be 
ignorant that they who could difobey their law- 
ful Sovereign, might with much more R^fon 
betray thofe to whom they are only attached by 
Crimes. 

If, dear Ifaac^ we obferve the Men who arc 
taxed with juft Reafon for the Violation of their 
Faith and their Oaths, we {hall find that they 
never ftopp^ at the firft Perjury, Hut went on 
from one Step to another, till Treafon became their 
common Praftice. They have aiSually reduced this 
Crime into an Art and a Science, and have covered 
their Knavery with the Name of State PoUcf. 
Fatal Stupidity ! which, under the Veil of an af- 
fefted Precaution, conceals Fraud, Perjury, ^nd 
Diffimulation ! . 

Let the perfidious Talent of craftily abufing 
Mens' Honefty be ever fo noxious to Society, yet 
we fee that many People, who were weak or 

blinded 
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blinded by Prejudices, have beftowed great Praife 
upon Men that defer ved nothing but to be bore 
down with Contempt for their Perjuries. They 
.who have commended Sylla^ Cafar^ Mark jfnthony^ 
and feveral other Imitators of their Rapacity, ap- 
prove the Conduft of great Rogues, and cenfurc 
that of little ones ; as if it was a greater Crime for 
a Man to fteal an Ox, or a Load of Bread-Corn, 
than to betray his Country. 

~ Let People fay tvhat they will in Praife of the 
Valour, Courage, Refolution, Prudence, bfc, of 
thofe to whofe Kcbellion their Country's Ruin has 
been owing, I no more admire thofe Virtues ia 
them, than I do the Refolution of a Highway-Man 
and a Murderer, or his Forefight in the Snares which 
he lays for Travellers. 

It is not in the Subje6ls. only that I require Ho- 
nefty,_but I cxpeft to fee it likewife in Princes. It 
is in vain to objeS that their Condition requires 
Diffimulation : There is a great Difference between 
Diflionefty and the wife and prudent Manner of 

fbvcrning. What Monarch did ever govern hrs 
>ominions better than LewisXll, the Father" of his 
People ? Where was there a Man of more Candour 
and Honefty? The Franknefs and Sincerity of 
Henry IV. defeated all the vain Schei!n^s of the Spa^ 
nijh Politicians. ' 

They who fancy that a Prince is no farther 

treat than he is crafty, are guilty of a wretched 
liftake. There i3 a great Difference between 
Wtfdom and Knavery ; and though in this corrupt 
Age they are called by the fame Name, yet the 
wife Man eafily diftinguifhcs them. A King, it is 
true, is not obliged to difcover his Defigns to his 
Enemies; 'nay he ought to t^ke Care to conceal 
them from them ; but then he ought not by- 
vain Pxomifes, by the Lure of a feigned Recon- 
ciliation* 
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ciliation, and under the Veil of a difguifed Friend-^ 
ihip^ to tempt them into the Snares he lays for 
their Deftrudion. A great Soul, in whatever Sta- 
tion, always takes Virtue for it*s Guide. A Crime 
is ftill a Crime, and nothing can diminiOi from it's 
Enormity : He who lies, offends Heaven, and of- 
fends hfmi^If. A Lie hasf fomething in it h odious 
that it is a Shock to the Charader of a Gentleman^ 
whatfoever can be faid to mitigate It.. The very 
Nations which th^Graks treated as Barbarians*, 
bad neverthelefs an'Abhorence of Lies and Fraudi 
Htrodotm \ does them this Jufiice. The Perfiant^ 
Jigs bi, have an infinite Contempt for thofe wh^ 
fallify their Wordi and they train their Children 
frotn five to twenty-five Years old in nothing but 
to draw the Bow^ to ride oa Horfeback9 and t» 
ipeak.the Truth. 

How maay Misfortunes, dear. Ifaafj would ne- 
ver have happened in the World, if Men were Slaves 
to their Oaths, and kept their Promifes inviolably ! 
How would Peace and Tranauility flourifb in it ! 
Kings would always be fure ot loyal Subjeds, and 
fuch as are true to the Allegiance they have (worn 
to them. On the other Hand, thofe Sovereigns 
who are careful to perform the Conditions they 
promifed to obferve at their Accef&on lo tbeir 
Thrones, would become the Fathers of a People 
cafy toobey, and, at the (kme Time, to be fubmiilive 
only ta Jimice and Equity. 

May all thofe periih^ dear X!^, who are for 
excufing Monarchs from that which is the &ceft 
Qualification to eftabliih them on their Thrones. 
By the inculcating of that pernicious^ Maxim to 

• The Pitfiantf &c. 

t Hi&Qry of lUxodotuh, lib« i« pftg* 6$^ ti^anfliated by 
du RyMT* 

them 
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them, that they migbt difpenfe with the Perform- 
ance of their Engagements, they have made them 
pFOve dangerous Examples to their Subjedls ; and 
H is this deteftable Principle, that has been the 
Source of all the kiteftin'e Wars thdt have fo long 
4iftraded raoft of the Kingdoms of Ewrops. For 
the exorbkant Power with which- Flatterers have 
aimed to compliment Kings, has often occafioned 
the Ruin of themfelres and their Dominions. Hap- 
py is that Prince> dear Ifaac^ who in the Midft of 
the Pomp and Sf^endour*^ his Court, preferves a 
Heart incapable of Fraud and Treachery, and who 
.k (b 10 love with Honefty» th^ be protedks tt^ 
and preaches it to his SuUeds by his own Exam- 
ple* He is the Darling of the Peop'e his Co«em^ 
poraries^ and the Admiration of Pofterity. They 
who are trufted with the Education of Princes^ 
cannot fiifficiently infpire them with Candour and 
-Sincerity, ; fince from hence all Virtues are de* 
rived. A famous Nazartm Pontiff*, who formed 
the Infancy of a great Prince f) wrote a Book for 
the InftrudioB of Kings ]:, that was worthy of be- 
ing put , into fuch a Cafe of Gold, aa jllixandir 
kept Hnmtr'n Works in. He marked out Leflbns 
for all fovereiga Princes, and taught them the Art 
of reigning over Hearts, and of being more abAK 
lute by Virtue and' by Juftice, than by all the re- 
fined Policy of the Haiians. Of this Nation there 
have been fome Authors vrhofe dangerous Works 
have been looked upon as Mafter»pieces» Machia^ 
«i/, among others, has diftinguiflied htmfelf by his 
political Writingsw If I Were a Sovereign, i would 
order all thoie Writings of his to be burnt, that 

* Archbjihop of Camin^ f Duke of Bw^undf. 

t AAvtntvirci of Tfbmacbus, 

fubjcft 
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fubjeft Virtue to a Precaution, to which they teach 
that every Thin? (hould be facrificcd. It is ridiculous 
to attempt to juftify the Ufe of thofe Books, by aflert- 
ing that Politics are a Talent* abfolutely neceffary 
for Sovereigns. 1 have already fhewn that true Wis- 
dom has no need of Rules whereby to learn how tb 
fhake ofF the Yoke of Virtue and Honour. A King . 
may vanquifli his Enemies by his Wifdom, with- 
out having Recourfe to Fraud and Perjury; he may 
keep his Subjefls in their Duty, without reducing 
them to Slavery. There is no Necejfity^ fays a fa* 
mous Nazarene Author, of either Art or hearnirt^ 
for the Exercife of Tyranny. To what Purppfe then 
are all the Books of extravagant Politics, efpe- 
cially as there are Works in being*, which teach 
us to do by Virtue every Thing that can be done by 
Artifice. 

Thefe, dear Ifaac^ are my Sentiments of that 
Policy fo much boafted of by the Italians*, and .per- 
haps if the Genoefe had conformed to my Notions^ 
and inftead of attempting^ to reduce the Corji- 
cans to their lamentable Condition, and thereby 
to drive them to a Situation in which they could 
not ftir, if they had treated them in a more gentle 
Manner, they would have played a much better 
Game. Be it as it will, they are now very much 
embaraffed, and the Lord Theodore gives them a" 
vaft deal of Uneafinefe* He has aftually blocked 
up feme of the Towns of the Ifland ; he is a Ma- 
iler of the open Country, and may perhaps, in a 
little Time, undertake fomething confiderable. We 
are affured that three Ships have been feen on the 
Coaft of Corfica without any Flag, and that they 
are laden with Ammunition, It is faid they are 
Succours which ire arrived very fortunately for 

* TeUmachuSm 

Lord 
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Lord Theodore. If it be fo, from whence did. thofe 
Ships come ? H^s Merlin the Inchanter fcnt them 
from the fortunate Ifland ? No body knows any 
thing of the Matter. But fome People pretend that 
they came from the Road of Barcelona, If that be 
the Cafe, the Comedy is like to draw to a Conclu- 
fion, and -we fhall foon fee the Commencement of 
the fifth A£l. Though the unravelling of this Piece 
is very pleafant, I do not believe that the Gmoefe 
half like it. Keverthelefs we muft wait a little while 
longer, before we can advance any Thing that^has 
the Appearance of Truth: -If it be certain that fome 
Veflel& are arrived with Succours to King Theodore j 
the Place from whence they failed will be a very 
great Guide to the Conje6lures that may be fnade. 
But if this be unknown. People can only guefs in 
the Dark : Notwithftanding what fome Politicians 
fay, who talk of this Affair as if King Theodore \izi^ 
befen fo complaifant as to let them into his Secret 5 
this is all we can be fure of, that one may affirm 
with good Reafon, that what Turn foever the Affair 
takes, his Reign will be of a Ihort Duration *. 

Fare thee well, dear Ifaac^ and live content and 
happy. 

^ • His Reign has been (hort indeed ; for upon the Ar- 
rival of Troops foUicitcd by the Genoefe from Francf^ 
which undertook to be the Mediator 'betwixt the Re- 
public and the Corficans (but is now the Mailer of the 
Ifland) Tbeodere quitted the Ifland^ after having made his 
Party believe he ihould foon return with powerful Sue - 
cours ; but the only News we have had of him fmce, is, 
that he was committed Prifoner to the Caille of Gaeta^ 
by Order of the Court of Naples, but removed from 
thence on board a Ship by Command of a fuperior Power ; 
and what Merlin has done with him, no body knows. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

From Isaac On is, a Car ait e at Alex* 
andria, but formerly a Rabbit at Conr 
ftantinoplc, to Aaron Monceca, 
at Paris. 



TH E firft Letter which I wrote to thee from 
Mgjipty muft have given thee fooie general Ide^ 
of the Ruins of Alexandria ; but I am now preparing 
to entertain thee with fome Particulars, haying made 
myfelf fully acquaiptcd with a great many Things 
fince I arrived here. 

'Alexandria^ as it now ftands, is the fecond Tawq 
that was huilt out of the Ruins of the ancient City 
of that Name. When the firft was taken hy the 
Aralnansy thofe People who were accuftomed to live 
in the Fields under Tents, had no Tafte for Towns, 
but defpifed them. They looked upon Palaces as 
PrifqiMf and therefore puJM down the fineft ^d 
moft. ftatcly, and employod the Materials in build- 
uig fqrry Houfes, wbich were ba^-^ly better in Ap-» 
]iQarsfiQe than wretched HpveU; and tln^ preferve4 
the ColttnMks, and ibooe other Pieces of Archite&iirQ 
f&f their Mofq^ues. Ancient Alexandriu was in a 
maimer deftroyed, fo that this once gwat City was 
deferted, and became a heap of Rubbiih ; for within 
it's Walls there were more Ruins than inhabited Houf- 
ts. The Mahometan Princes reduced it's Circum- 
ference to the People that remained in it. One of 
Saladin\ SuccefTors made Ufe of the Ruips of the old 

City, 
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City, which was abandoned, for building tbe new 
one, which was, not above ten Miles in Compafsj 
and the Wall^ of this new City, with the hun- 
dred Towers with which they are flanked, were 
partly built out of the Ruins of the Palaces. It has 
a double Circumference, and there are Roads mzde 
at the Foot of the Towers, by which the Soldiers 
that are in Garrifon may walk round it, fecured 
from Infults, either from within 6r without, by the 
double Wall. The Towers, which joined both, arc 
very large, and of a prodigious Height ; and each of 
them will eafily contain above five hundred Men^ 
and has above a hundred Rooms, all arch roofed like 
thofe of certain Caferns which I have feen in my 
Travels in Germany; fo that a Garrifon of fifty 
thoufand Men might be put into the modern JleX" ' 
andricfy w ithout incommoding the Inhabitants. From 
hence thou mayeft judge of the vaft Extent of the 
old City. 

Some People, who know no better, pretend that 
fhe Walls which I have been difcribing to thefr, 
were fUbfifHog in the Time of the Ranms; but a 
Man who wUl venture to affert this^ mutk have 
no Knowledge of Hiftory : For were it fo, the 
Extent of this' City wbuld not have been the fif- 
teenth Part of what we know it mufl have been 
at that Time : And unlefi a Man be ftark blind^ 
be wiir eafily be convinced, by his own Obfervatioo, 
that thefc Walls could not have been built either 
by the Greets or the Romaks; for they tonfifl of a 
vaft Number of broken Pieces of Marble and Pil- 
lars, with Stones mingled here and there ; and the 
Walls of the new Alexandria are a Mark of the 
Ruins and Spoils of the old City. But after all, deair 
MfHucecay this modern Alexandria^ which I am 'dc- 
fi^ribing to thee, is not the true City oi Alexandria^ 
aa it fubfiftaat this Days and there are fcarce two 

hundred 
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hundred Pcrfons that inhabit the Ruins which it con- 
tains. It is (o deferted, in fliort, that in the Night- 
time, and till it is quite broad Day, there is^ no 
paffing it without runninor a very great Rifque of 
being robbed ; the moft folitary Foreft bein^ a nnuch 
fafer Place than within it's Walls, The old Build- 
ings which fubfifted there, having been partly de- 
ftroyed by Time, and partly by Wars, the People 
weary of dwelling among Ruins were refolved to 
change to a more agreeable Habitation ; they fettled 
themfelvcs by Degrees towards that Place which is 
called the PorUneuf^ or New Harbour, exactly 
upon the Sea-fide : There they founded a third 
Alexandria^ and quite abandoned the fccondv where- 
in there are only a few Mofques left (landing, which 
they have preferved for the Sake of their Beauty. 
This nct^ City is as much inferior to the feconJ 
Jlexandriay zz the fecond was to the ancient and 
true one. 

I find, dear Monaco^ it is the fame with Em- 
pires as it is with Men : They rife to a certain 
Degree, then fink infenfibly, and at laft; totally 
run to Ruin. Thus, has the Empire of the' Eaft 
pafled from the Perjians to the Greeks^ from the 
Greeh to the Romans^ and from the Romans to the 
.^urks. How do we know to whom it may be 
transferred fome Ages hence ? Perhaps the Time 
of fuch Revolution is not very diftant. We ob-? 
ferve the Formation of fome -new Empires to be 
atmoft as fadden as the Rife of fome Men, and the 
Fall and Extinftion of fuch Empires as quick as 
that of wretched Mortals. A Man who forty or fifty 
Years before the Reign of Alexander^ Ihould have 
told the Macedonians that they would have been 
Matters of all AJia^ and of a Part of Europe^ would 
undoubtedly hav^ been reckoned a Madman : For 
the Thiirg happened fo fuddenly, that if- we had 

not 
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not as much Certainty of the Fa<5l'as we have^ 
one would imagine the Hiftories of tha^ are handed 
down to us to be only Romances. 

If the late King of Sweden had not lofr that fa- 
mous Battle which preferved his Rival on the Throne^ 
what Countries might he not have been Matter of? 
What a fudden Revolution might not have happened 
when the faid King of Siveden^ was a Fugitive in 
7urky^ if a Number of Peafants picked up in hafte^ 
and mounted upon Horfcs, for moft Part with- 
out either Saddle or Bridle* had not defeated the 
Danes^ who ftrove to force their Way into Sweden^' 
which was then deftitute of Money and Troops, 
without a King, and withojut Hopes of Succours? 
To what a Pafs was all that Glory of CharUs XII.; 
reduced ? He xin a Rifque of ading the- fame 
low Part under the Wing of the Grand Signior* 
as the Pretender does. under that of the fovereign 
Ponti£ 

If Lewis XIV. had won the Battle of Hochjiet^ 
what would have become of the Empire ? I do not 
pretend to fay what, but I fancy that at lead it ran 
as great a Hazard, as it did when the Turks befieged 
Vienna. France was not in the moft happy Way, if 
fon^e Years after th^t, Marflial Villars had not beat 
the Allies af Denaim Almoft all Empires have had 
fome dangerous Shock at one Time or another^ 
though' they have had, a happy Efcape, but perhaps 
at another Time tbt Diforder may prove mortal. ; 

When the Ht/ns^ the Goths^ the Vandals^ and 
that Swarm of People that came from the northern 
Provinces, ravaged the GWj Country and Jtaly^ 
they overturned and deftroyed al moft all the Do- 
minions they came to, and quite changed the Face 
and Form of Europe. What are.becorrte of the :old 
JLomans at this Day ? Perhaps there are none even 

- at 
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«t Rgmt itfelft but the Defcendants of the G9ihs^ 
Huns^ and G^tds^ and not a Stain remaining of 
Roman Blood. 

I think, dear Moncscsiy that I have Reafon to 
fay, that as fopn 9s an Empire is arrived to a cer- 
tain Point of Elevation, it diminiflies infenfibly; 
and thofe which have acquired their Grandeur wifh 
the greateft Rapidity, fink likewtfe with the greater 
Eafe. 

The Swhzirs have fubfifted for a good Number of 
Ages, without having fuffered any very material 
Changes, becaufe as they are careful to preferve 
their Liberty and their Country, thty have not 
abandoned themfelves to the blind Ambition of 
making Conquefts. 

Fenue and Ggnoa by grafping tdo much Court-' 
try, have reduced themfelves to a fad Condition. 
In the Space of a Century, the forrfter loft two 
Kingdoms ♦ ; and not many Years ago it Was 
irobbed of a flouriflxing Province f : But perhaps it 
will enjoy more quiet, and not be fubje^ to fuch 
Accidents in the Mediocrity to which it is now re- 
duced. The latter is at a Plunge, it haa juft loft 
all Corfua^ and will fbon be in as melancholy a 
Situation as the Republic of Luica, That proud 
City of Gift^a^ which formerly made the Emperors 
of Qm/iaminople tremble J, cannot defend itfelf 
now againft a ftieer Soldier of Fortune |, with a 
Rabble of forry Peafents under his Command, half 
naked, and half ftarved. 

♦ Qyprus kiid Candia. f The Morea\ 

\ The G^Hoefi were oBcc Mafters xAFtra^ one of the 
principal Saburbs of CemfiaminafU^ 
II The Baron .^JV(m^ 

A Mediocrity 
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A Mediocrity is fomctimes of as much. S^crvice 
to the Continuance and Prefervation of Govern- 
inents, as it is to the Tranquility and Felicity of 
the People. The Dutch have that wife Maximal 
riot to be ambitious of making Contjucfts. The^ 
Goverment of the United Providences reafons and 
Chinks as feniibly as an honeft Man, the Fathe* of 
his Family, .who content to leave his Children 
a Patrimony well cultivated, does not dcfire to 
increafe it by mcrOaching on the Fifelds and Eftates 
of his Neighbours, 

I (hould be glad to hear any one good Argu^ 
ment to juftify the Theft of great Robbers ; then I 
ihouW believe y^lius CUefar and Alexander wertf ha- 
»eft Men ( but till then, I am tempted to confidef 
them as a couple of illuftrious Highwajrmen, who 
had feveral excellent Qualities which were obfcured 
by an invincible Inclination t<!) Robbery. Why is 
It not as great a Crime to rob^ a Town, as to fteal 
a Cabbage out of a Garden ? Cicero attempted to 
prove that all £ins were equally criminal ; but he 
never preiumed to carry the Paradox fofar as to 
maintain, that it was not as finful to rob a great 
deal, as to pilfer a little. 

I return to Alexandria. There ai'e ft ill to bfc 
feen \yithin the Inclofure of the Walls that I have 
been defcribing to thee, ceitain Fragmens of Ar- 
chitecture that are worthy the Admiration of all 
good Judges. Such is that ftately Colonade in 
the Middle of this Inclofure, which confifts of a 
Row of Pillars flill ftanding, of an extraordinary 
Bulk and Height, that formed an Oval, in thfe 
Middle of which was the moft fuperb public Square 
n^ AUxmidrja* The immenfc Ruins near this Co- , 
lohade, feem to denote that the fineft Palaces Of 
this ancient City fronted that ftately Piece of Archp- 
tcikure every Way, or thofe Peaces perhaps ad-' 

vanced 
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vaiTced to thofe Pillars on which the former Walls 
refted, and.fo formed the Porticos under which the 
People walked. 

Next to this famous Monument, the greateft Cu- 
riofitics are the two Needles, or Obelifks, which 
are afcribed to Cleopatra ; one is ftiil {landing, and 
the othir thrown down, and half buried, in the 
Sand. The four Sides of thefe Needles are full of 
hieroglyphical Figures, which give only a faint Idea 
of what they reprefented to the View of the Ancients, 
to whom they were fpeaking Chara'Sers. 

The famous Column of. Pempey is another Piece 
worthy of Admiration. Of all the fplendid Anti- 
quities of Alexandria and it's Neighbourhood, there 
fcarce remain any Ruins fo entire as this Column. 
It has very beautiful Proportions, and the njceft 
Eye can find no Defe6l in it $ it confifts of three 
Pieces, of which the Chapiter makes one, the Shaft 
and three Feet of the Baf^ form the fecond, and 
the reft of the Bafe the <bird. It is eighty Feet be- 
tween the Bafe and the Chapiter, and a hundred 
and ten Feet in Height ; fo that I take it to be the 
higheft and biggeft in the World. 

The ancient Monuments, of which I have been 
treating, dear Manaeca^ muft one Day have the 
fame Fate as the many others that have preceded 
them ; they will be damolifhed and overthrown. 
They have already received fome Shocks by Time, 
and it is quite unknown now by whom they were 
fet up. The Names of Pompey and Cleopatra^ 
which. are fixed to. thefe Pillars, are not, according 
to all Appearance, the Names jof thofe who erefted 
them ; and why thofe Names are given to them, ' 
therp is no Certainty, Temples, Palaces, Trium- 
phal Ar^ihes, do not immortalife either Sovereigns 
or private Perfons. It .is great Actions or Writ^ 
ings that are fure, to tnal^e us. live for ever in the 

Memory 
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Memory of Man *. How many Monuments have 
there not been deftroyed fmce Alcibiades^ nemijlo^ 
cles^ Miltiades^ and thofe other illuftrious Greeks 
whom the Fame of their Adions has tranfmitted to 
the lateft Poftcrity ! How many Temples and Pa- 
laces have been overturned fince the Death of /f^/n^/ 
But that illuftrious Genius ftill lives amongft us, 
and lie is the Darling of all Nations now, as he was 
formerly of the Greeks. They are only the meaner 
'Sort, who, for want of Talents of their own to 
pierce through the obfcure Night of Time, endeavour 
to ou tftretch it by immenfe Piles of Stones and Marble. 
Pare. thee well, dear Monceca^ live contented and 
happy, and take great Care of thy felf, 

• Exegi Monaznentum aere perennius 

Regali fitu Pyramidum altius ; 

Quod non imber edax, non aquilo impotens^ 

Poffit diruere, aut inumerabilis 

Annorum Sc^es, k fuga temporum. 
' NoVi omnis m5riar; multaque Pars tnei 

Vitabit Libitinam: ufqoe ego pollera 

Crefcam Laude reccns ; dum Capitolium 

Scandet cum tacii;a virgine Pontifex. 

Hor, Ode xxx* lib, iii. 

Thus Tranjlated by Mr. Creech. 

* 'Tis^ finilh'd ; I have rais'd a Monument 

* More ftrong than Brafs, and of a vaft Extent ; 

* Higher than JBg'ypt's ftately Pyramid, 1 

* That coftly Moauraent of Kingly Pride, \ 

* As high as Heaven the lop, as Earth the Balis wide : 3 

* Which heatingShowers, norNorth Wind's feeblerBlafts,^ 
1* Nor whirling. Time, nor Flight of Years can wafte : 

* While Horace (hall not die, his Song ihall fave 

* The greateft Portion from the greedy Grave ; 

* Still frefh Til grow, Hill green in future Praife, 
•Till Time is loll, and Rome itfelf decays ; 

J Till the chief Prieft and filent Maid no more 

* Afcend the Gapitol, and Jove a4ore. ' 

Vol. 11. N LETTER 
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LETTER LXXV. 

Trom Jacob Br 1 to, 4/ Lyons, tQ 
Aarok Mokceca, at Paris. 

I AM arrived at Lpm^ from whence I propofe to 
f?t out as foon as I can for MonipMUr^ where I 
fhall make but a very (bort Stay, bccaufe I am io 
great hade to go to Sfain. The Situation I am in, 
dear Monceta^ enables me to judge fpr myfelf of the 
Accounts thou haft given me of the Manners and 
CuCioms of the French: I find thy Reflexions juft, 
and the Hints I have had from thy Letters are of 
infinite Service to me ; I have fome Foretafte of 
many Things, that I fee and examine very fedately, 
which would furprize and iftonifli me, if I was 
not prepoflefled. 

At my Quarters there ar^ two Parifian Jmfe' 
nt/isy banifhed to this City by a Litirt di Cache% \ 
there is nothing fo pleafant as to hear them difpute \ 
with a young Abbe, who hopes to get a Benefice 
by the Interefts'of the Jefuits. It muft be: owrfe^ 
that he richly deferves the Prefent they give him 
reafon to cxpeft, and that he battles it for the 
Party wherever he comes with infinite Courage. 
When he cannot defend himfclf by Argumeots, 
he has Recourfe to Inve£Uves j and very often, if 
we did not ch^ck his Rage and Impetuofity, he 
would take one of thofe Janfenifts by the Collar, 
and fo their Difputes would be decided by. dint of 
Fift. 

Two or three 'Days ago, a Prfeft, \vho is a hit- 
ter Enemy to the Jefuiu^ came and dined at our 

Quarters ; 
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Quarters : * I have an Account, faid he^ from Dole 
that Father Girard has wrought feyeral Miracles 
fiaee his Death ; but if it be true, there is not a 
Fellow that is broke upon the Wheel or hangedj 
but may work Miracles too ; the Gibbets and 
Gallows of Montfaucon will make fpecial Cata- 
combs ; and Reliques will become Dog-cheap. 
You are a Fool, fays the young AbhS to this Janfe- 
nift Prieji^ and to do you Juftice you ought to 
be tudked up by the Neck to thofe Gibbets yoi^ 
talk of, in Company with Father Nichlasy la Ca- 
diere^ and all her Knavifh Family, t '4j\\\ call my 
Landlady, and tell her that I am refolved to leave 
herHoufe, if Ihe hereafter entertains Perfons that 
arc excommunicated ipfo fa^o, and the Adherents 
of fuch* a Heretic as the Impoftor Paris. Me- 
thinks, little Gentleman, faid the Janfenifl:, you* 
give yourfelf mighty Airs. No more than I ough^: 
to do, replied my little Ahhe^ and I fwear to you 
by my Band, and the Cafloc on my Back, that if 
you ever think fit to take up the Cudgels, ind to 
declaim againft worthy Men, wherever I am, I 
will tqach you to hold your Prating. You I replied 
ihe Janfenift,. (hall fuch a Snotty-nofe Prig a^ 
you make me hold my Tongue, when the Re- 
fpeft I owe to my Prince cannot filence me ! By 
G — d I {hould be glad to fee how you would g9 
about it. The Thing is very eafy,y2?/W the Abbi^ 
and if you fay but a Word more, I will imme- 
diately ftop your Mouth by letting a Plate fly at . 
your Head ! What the- Devil ! replied th Janfe- 
nifl:, a Plate at my Head ! A Plate at the Head 
of a Batchelor of the Sorbonney thou little Ex- 
crement o^ Loyola I I will mak6 you to know vvh^ 
you talk- to. At thcfc' Words the Janfem /I w 2;$ 
fo provoked, that he fnatched a Bottle, and if the 
tsyo Officers, who laughed "ready {o burft ther 
N z k' 
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« felvcs to Tee this Ecclefiaftical Challenge, had not 

* beeii fo good-natured as to check the Fury of the 
« two Aniagonifts, I (hould have been aqyict Spec- 
' tator of a moft bloody Skirmilh'. 

After thcfe two Champions were parted, * Gen- 

* tlemen, faU the Officers^ you do not obfervc the 

* Rules of the Military Art in your Squabbles ; be- 

* fore People proceed to Violence,' they (hould by , 

* a Manifefto juftify their Motives for declaring 

* War. This is the Praflice of Sovereigns : As 

* for you, Sir, you are an Entmy to Father G/- 

* rard ancJ^'Jlhe jefuits ; tell us your Reafons for 

* it, and then the other Gentleman will pleafe to 
acquaint us with his. And ivhat would you have 
me, fay, replied the Janfenift, are you ignorant 

* of what' ajl the World knows ? Who can help 

* inveighing againft a Man that has made Religion 

* a Cloak for his Debauchery, who has abufed 

* his Charafler as Confeflbr to debauch his Penitent, 
5 and who, in fliort, by the Help of the Devil, got 

* the Afcendant over her to fuch a Degree, that 

* he could obtain her Favours as often as he pleafed, 

* and {he h..d not the Power to deny him. ' 

The Abbe who was quite a-gog to anfwer his 
Antagonift, had not Patience to let him empty 
his Qiiiver of Reproaches. * Father Girardy faid 
hey is innocent in the Sight of all thofe who 
do not fuffer themfelves to be influenced by 111- 
will and Prejudice. He was the innocent Viflim 
oT a Con fpi racy formed between Father Nicholas^ 
Father Cadieje^ and his Sifter. The Janjenifls 
intended to give a mortal Blow to an illuitiious 
Society, by dcftroying one of its principal Mem- 
bers. They did not matter how much , they 
difiionoured Religion, provided they could crufh 
their Enemies. 

* Thefc 
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* Thefe then. Gentlemen, fmd one of the Offi- 
cers^ are all the Arguments that both of you have - 
toproduce. 'Alas! I will prove to each of you, that 
you are both in the wrong to difpute To eagerly 
upon Suppofitions that are equally talfe 1 will 
firft anfwer your Reafons, ccntlnued the Officer^ 
addrejfing himfelf to'^ the Janfenift, you fay that 
Father Girard^ abufing his Charafler, made his 
Penitent a Demoniac aiid debauched her : I fhall 
prove one of thefe Two Things to you ; either, 
that Father Girard did not feduce la Cadiere \ or 
that flie gave her hearty Con fen t. 
' If the Advocates who pleaded for Father G/- 
rard^ had been allowed to plead from the Book 
of Natural Reafon, and had not been obliged to 
adopt as an Article of Faith a ridiculous Notion, 
which has no other Foundation and Reality than 
the Writings of certain Monks, and the Preach- 
ments of fome Country Curates, they would have 
abfolutely denied the Poflibility of the Exiftencc 
of Magicians, and that any Witchcraft could' 
determine the Will. Suppofe that a Philofopher,' 
a'ccuftomed to make Ufc of his Reafon, was plead- 
ing the Caufe of Father Girard in t^ie Court of 
the Parliament of Provence^ Is it foffikle^ he woiild 
fay, that a Man zoho has lived Jifty Tears in Repu- 
tatim for his Virtue^ Jhould be accufed of the mo/i 
heinous of CrimeSy and tut one Proof produced of it 
contrary to all the Notions of Evidence ? Then the 
Philofopher calling found Phihfophy to his Aid^ Let 
us fee, fays he ^ Gentlemen, rfit was poffible for 
Father Girard to dircS the Will of laCadiere^ to. 
put her into Trances, to give her Marks in her 
Body, to make her fs^eat Blood through her Pores, 
and to caufe Crowns of 7' horns to fprout from her 
Head, he abfent all the while, -and a<5ling only *^"- 
the Aid of Philtres. * 

N 3 
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* It is certain that feveral Liquors are capable of 

* producing extraordinary Effects in us, and oT quite 

* changing our Habits. The Remedies that arc in 

* Medicines, the fubtle Poifons, whofe EiFe£ls ar« 
/, as quick as that of a Dagger fVuck into the Heart, 

* arc convincing Proofs of the Power which certain 
^ Philtres have to a£l upon our Senfes. Bus is it 

* not abfurd to maintain, that they produce Ef- 

* fec^s fo contrary to Nature, and alter the very Ef- 

* fence of Things? \% it not ridiculous to fay, that 

* a Draught has the Power to make Wood and 

* Thorns grow, and fprout forth from the Brain of 

* a Perfon, and then to (brink back into the fame 
^ Brain as a Snail into it's Shell f To this mud bd 

* referred that certain Axiom received by all Phi- 

* lofophers, A Thing C4inmt communicate what it ha$ 

* mi it filf. Now how can a Liquor prgduco 

* Wood, and form la Cadier^^ Crown ? For wheif 
^ fixe was in that famous Trance wherein that mi« 

* raculous Crown appeared, it is agreed that Fa-- 

* ther Girard was abfent : \t muft be, therefor© 
< owned that Philtres not being aUo to pr6dacer 
« thoie Thorns, and Father Girta^f .when a^Mit, 
^ not being able to gtve them, .il?.C«^#r# her ftlf 
*; muft have placed them in her Head-d-wft^ Whe» 
^ (he had (hewn berfelf in her pretended. Trances, 

* &e 'went at lead halves with Father Girard^ 
*, in im^iofing uj|)on th^ "Public, and i defy a«y 

* one that makes life of his Rcafcn to think 

* othe^wilc. 

* It ns extremely ridiculous to prefume toafforfr 
' that Father GiVtfr^, as p<>werful as God himfelf, 

* was able to deterraino the Will of la CaAere by 

* a fuperior Motion, in fueh a Manner, ^ that if 

* inuft neceffarily be forced to yield ta-the Defrgnsr 

* of her CopfelToar- AU the Love- Potions iw the 

^ Wori* 
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World cannot j-educe and determine the Will to 
a fixed Point. Matter can only a^ upon Matter. 
How then can a liquid Draught aft direftly upon 
the Will, to pi^oduce a certain and dcfernjinace 
EffefV? Otherwife it only operates by the Senfa- 
tions and Motions which it produces on the Body. 
Thus by Philtres ihe Blood may be heated, the . 
Spirits may be difpofed to Love, and Motives of 
Concupifcencc may be raifed, but they xvho take 
them are not thereby determined to one particular 
Obie£i more than to another. 

* The Will remains free J and by difpofin^ the 
tt^art to a tender Pailion, an unknov^rn rcrfon 
may as eafily be the better for it as a Loyer, The 
Favours which the Agitation of the Spirits, and 
the Defires of Cortcupifcence have rendered eafy 
to obtain, are abfolutely difpofed of by Whimfy 
and the Will. Let Cad'ure might therefore as 
M?dl have made any other Perfcn happy: All the 
Phlhres of Father 6iV^?7f did not force her to de-. 

' tetmine hferfelf i'n bis Favour, much lefs to give 
<Uch a Grace to the Frauds and Miracles which,. 

' I ha\^e proved^ could only he operated by the ftu- 
diled Crafc of this preteiiired Saintefs. 

, * You^ Dxuft therefore own, Mcffieurs Janfeni^Sy 
either that the Trantes, the Raptures, and Mira- 
cles of & CaSire^ have been only invented for the 
Purpofe, and to rain that 5V«//, or that Aa C^- 
dk^e was Partner with him in all his Impoftures^ 
I give you the Choice of thefe j but which way 
foever you decide it, you muft own that the Fe- 

^ma!e &aint, for whom you are fozealousi, d«ferve$ 
irtfirrttfe Contempt inftead of your Efteem. 

• Now I come to you, Monfieur I'Abbe, cm^ 
tinned the Offiier^ and 1 will prove to you, 
that fuch a Man as you, whole State demands a 

N 4 ^ Jftria 
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ftrift Morality, ought not to be an Advocate for 
Father Girard, You will readily grant that Fa- 
ther G/r^^/ was no Fool ; he was 2ijefuiu and. 
a Jefuit for whom his Order had an Eftcem/ 
Aft;er what has been faid, no Pcrfon can be at a^. 
Lofs to know his Temper and Principles. I aflc^ 
you then, Sir, if you believa that a Man who is 
not very glad to impofe upon the Public, by 
affefting to be the Dupe himfelf, could give into 
all the Extravagances of la Cadiere^ and twenty, 
or thirty qther pious Ladies, moft of whom were, 
at leaft without having taken Lpve-Podons, ^as 
much heated as la Cadiere f The noted Batarely 
the principal and the moft illuftrious of this ho« 
neft Jefui/Ts Female Saints, cooled her Flames^ 
fometimes by amorous Kifles ; which is a Fadt. 
he himfelf has owned*. But alas! Sir, is that, 
the Behaviour of a chafte, prudent Prieft, who is, 
zealous for the Caufe of his Religion ? Own, 
therefore, that if Father Girard was neither a. 
Magician, nor guilty of fpiritual Inceft, he was. 
at leaft a great Knave, and aconfummate Hy- . 

focrite. Do not believe that while I accufe him,, 
am for juftifying his Advcrfary Father Nicholas;, 

'^ Being interrogated, if he did not kifs Mifs BatariL^ 

at Ccdtere*s Houfe ? he anfwerd; Th*at as, he went.to^ 
take his Leave of Cadiere y the Night before he departed 
for OuliculUy Batarel being there at the fame Time,' 
Batarel defired him to ftep afide for one Moment into a * 
Chamber, on pretence of fpeakine to him in private: ^ 
and that the faid Batarel ftiutting the Chamber-DooF on • 
%. fuddci^, embraced. the Refpondent without faying a' 
"Word to him ; upon which he flung himfelf immediately . 
out of her Arms. General Colh^ion of the Pieces relating, 
io the Proce/s hefween Mifs Cadiere, ^c. Interrogat. 
149. Tom.. V. p. 40. 

• < for 
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* for he was at leaft as guilty as the other, and not 

* near fo fcrupulousu The Jifuit preferved a cer-^ 

* tain Detency ; as he was exantininga Wound un- 

* der the Left Breaft, he h^d an Excufe ready if he 

* had taken a Fancy to hav€ kifled jt, being polite 

* in all his Ways, the auftere and pious Look ne- 

* ver abandoned him *. But the Carmelite a<S^eU 

* like a Carmelite ; he never once minced the Matter, 

* and, without (landing upoA Trifles, he ufed the 

* Privileges of his Order \. 

* You muftown therefore, M. I'Abbe, that' your 

* Zeal for Father Girard'is extravagant ; and to tell 

* you frankly my Mind, a Man muft be very fond 
^ of defending ftrange' Paradoxes, who ofFers to jufti- 

* fy him. The Public cries out againft the Arret 

* of the Parliament of Provence^ by' which thofe 

* three Perfons were acquitted ; but fince it did not. 

* punifli them all three alike, I think it could not 
« do better. ' ' 

How juftfoever this Officer's Arguments appeared^ 
the little Abbe and the Janfeni/ls did not feem very 
well pleaTed ; hovvever, they each went his way^ 
knitting their Brovvs at one another moft terribly. 

'The Poft is juft going off, and I conclude my 
Letter. 

Fare thee well, dQSLr.Mcnceca, live contetit- ahd 
' happy. 

• Being interrogated. If he nevet kifled that Wound ? • 
He aofwered, No;: but that. If he hadthoughi it pw)*. 
per to kifs the Ulcer, he fhould have 6nly followed the 
Example of the Saints, and have done it either fron^ ^ 
Principle of Religion,, or for Mortification. Collet 
^jom, V. p. 34. . * 

t It is proved in feveral Parts of the Pfocefs, thai 
V'Tithtx Nicholas had a ftrong Inclination to debauch la 
Cadierij and that they went to Bed in the Country id 
the fame Chamber. ColleSl* Tom. v* p. 103. . 

. ■ ' N*5^ LETlrXi 
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LETTER LXXVI. 

From Aaron Monceca, at Paris, /a 
Jacob Brito, at Lyons. 

IRECEIVEP thy Letter from Lyons ; the Story 
of the ymfemji zni the little Abbe made rae very 
merry. The Officer who endeavoured to recon- 
cile them, feemed to me to be a Man ef good 
Senfe, and I am inclined to believe that he has a 
jUft Notion of the Affair bf the Jefuit Girard. I 
was always convinced in my own Mind that there 
was Knavery, Craft, and Impofture on both Sides. 
CaJieri*s pretending to be bewitched, plainly Ihews 
the Ridicule of one Part of her Depofitions ; yet 
how abfurd (bever it was to accufe her of b^ing 
bewitched, it was abfolutcly neceffary ; for other- 
lirife Father Girard could not have been attacked i 
and Cadiere being a Partner in his Crime, would 
have been liable to Punilhment : She would there- 
fore have kept filence j but as foon as a Verdifl 
was given that fbe was determined by a fuperior 
Power, fhe would be no longer guilty, and the 
whole would be chargeable upon the Devil and 
the Conjurer* 

ThxiNazarifus have fu<jh a ftrong Faith in Witch- 
craft, Sorcery, and the like, that there is no«> 
thing fb abfurd but they are by this Means made 
to believe: Impofture becomes a* Miracle, and 
ir thought worthy of being regarded as an Eflfeft 
of the immediate Will of the . Deity, the Mb- 
. ment that fuch Impofture is covered with the Veil 
of Obfeffion and Pofleffion. There is nothing fo 
pleafant as the Dialogues which ' fome Friars have 
with. the. Demoniacs whom they exorcife. They 
• , enter 
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enter into a thouftrnd Ktelc Famtliarittes with the 
DeviL They cjack Jokes upon one another ; and 
pnc would be apt to take Beeizeiub for a Mtrry^An^ 
irevjy and Satan for an amiable complaifant Petit-' 
Maitr€, The following are the original Terms of 
one of thofe infrrnal Converfatiorts : I fancy they 
may be ain Amufement to thee. It is a Monk that 
^aks. 

, * The Sifter Bmavmtare %eing poil^iTed by a 
^ Devil oaUed Arfaxa^ came to me to. be confeflcd^ 
^ foying flic would go to no body clfe ; and it muft 

* ^te otfefrvcd, that this Devil was always fond td 

* talktotne*/ 

Thotr perceivefl, dear firrfv, that the Nin^xrent 
Mcmk^ know all the Devils by their Names and 
Suraamesy and that the latter hffve a Kindfieis fot 
the Fryars> and are vety eager fo» an Oppoftu«ity 
to con»«r& with th«&. I muft own to thecy that 
i fiioitld be very apt ta think that there is an a£fcual 
Sympathy between the Monks aitd the Dvrils) 
though I fancy the latter are fMvt near fo n[Tal}ciou&: 
As ^ou wilt percrrve by tlie Trick whiich this 
fome Fryar playvd the Devil Arfaxu. Hi» own 
Words ite theft : 

* I feQ down ufott my Knees be&re this D^ih, 

* tellt»ng hrm th^t my Defigit was to come and 
^ confcmndmy PrMtft by that of the Devils, aadt^ 

* learn HumiJity of them, in fpitfe of dieir Tecch-. 
^ This D«vii was enra^^t to fee m^ in this State, 
^ and> tM ine^ that he had reeeked a Command to 
*- prevent me. And as I was cont^inmng to madce 
^ my Obeiiancey he was refellved tt> talw the Ad*- 

* The Colfe^l^on of what pa6ecl at the exdrcifi&g df 
ceruuit Nuns of the Town o£ Lou*vierSf by the Reverend 
Father Gau/re, Printed at Pmis with PeTiniflion. Annp 
1643. p. 30, and 31. 

.• ^ N 6 * vant- 
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^ vantage of it, and faid to me. Thou adoreft me \ 

• I rcjmcd, thou art too infamous ^ Villain. I conft-* 
*^ dcr thee as the Creature of my God, and the Ob*» 

• jed of his Wrath ; thcl-cfore I am for fubmitting 

• to thee, becaufe thou^doft not deferve it; and. 

• inftantly I will come to kifs thy Feet. The De^^ 

• vil furprized at this Motion^ hinJered me. * What 
doft thou think, dear Brit§^ of all thefe Tricks t 
A Monk rtiuft be very crafty and very malignant, 
if he has the Secret to make a Fool of the Devil, 
and to put him into a Rage. . Who would, have 
faid to Arfaxd^ that the Impatience, he had to con* 
verfe with this Fryar would fubjed him to bte ban- 
tered and jeered. Yet that is not all the Scene ; the 
Conclufion of which is much more mortifying to 
the Devil, arid more for the Honour of the Monk. 
Upon this^ continues he, / eotijur/d this Deifily t9 
Jheio me as far. as was pojjible.tbe WiU of Gjd^ eith^' 

that J Jhouid kifs his Feet^ or he kifs mine* The Jnjiuer 
Be wade me wa^^ Thou knoweit what Impulfe thou- 
haft from God ; follow it» 

This Anfwer favours as much of tht Normani2% , 
,ei the. Devil 5 jirfaxa .}V2iS not a Fool;, he .was. 
afraid to 1)e the Caufe of his Enemies HumiUation, 
and by that Means to open the Gates of Heaven to 
him: Nor did he care on the other, hand to kifs 
the Feet H>f a Fryar, who made fuch fcurvy-Sport 
with a Devil that bad (hewn fuch a Friendflitp for 
him. He therefore leftt.the Queftion undecided^ 
believing that the Monk perhaps would not deter-^ 
mine himfeif ; but he had Cunning enou^ to out« 
wit ArfapcQ. He fell at his Feet, and kiffed them x 
a£ which the Devil was heartily enraged ; Jf^er^ 
ftuarJs^ fays- this Eryar, / commanded him, by the 
RtHques tf Father Bernard^ to kifs mine\ which he 
^d with ^eat BssMdinefs^ 

V ^ This»: 
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This, dear BrstOy ia Iheer Malice to Perfeflion ; 
2nd Aire I am, that Arfaxa little thought that the 
Reliques of Father Bernari^o^oX^ fcrve him fucb 
a flipperjr Trick. 

I know not whether thou tookeft Notice of this* 
Devil's ready Obedience, as foon as Mention was- 
made to him of St. BernttrtPi Skeleton : The Virtue 
of it muft be very particular^ fince \t is capable of 
influencing the rnfernal Spirits. This HHlory feems 
to confirm the Stories that are told of the Charms 
performed by the Witches of old Time y Horace 
fpcaks of one Canadia^ who in the Compofition of 
her Philtres made ufe of Bones which fhe dug out 
of Church-yards. The Nazarenes fancy that \n 
fome Bones there is a great Virtue. The Mabome-^ 
tansy efpccially the Perjiam^ have the fame Notion* 
But in my Opinion, People muft be very fond of 
giving an Air of Myftery and ReHgion to the moft 
common Things, by fuppofing a Piece of Earth t<r 
be facred, and, as one may fay, a Part of the Dteity. 

What the Na'zuxrenes call Reliques, is only a 
fimple Portion of Matter, of a Piece with all the 
reft, $nd which has no more Virtue than the leaft : 
and moft contemptible Part of it. For if the Mat- 
ter of which a Bone is* formed, hacf Q«altties fupe* 
rior to the Powers of common Matter, and par-^ 
took of the Divine Power, it could never lofo it'i 
Advantages. Now there is nothing fo eafy as to 
bring the Head of a Saint, to form in procefs of 
Time a P^rt of the Body of a Highway-man ; Then 
the Matter which compofed the Head of the Saint 
will have certainly loft it'a divine Virtue. And it it 
as ridiculous to affert that a Thing can ufe it's inter- 
- nal Qualities and Faculties by the different Form 
that ^is given to it, as it is to fay, that a Piece of 
Marble becomes cold becaufe it is fquare. But it is 
ftill tno^e difficult to coipprehend^ how thofe Bones 
. " ' car 
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can lofe their Attributes, becaufe, being in fomc rc- 
fpe£^Di?ineythey muft be thele(sfubje£ltoAlteration» 
Sup^oie that a Beaft {ho^\d eat the Head of a Saint, 
and that this Beaft killed by a Gipfyor a Va^bond, 
IhouM ferve him, after being faliced,. for t^s Diet 
fix Months, it is certain that feveral of the Parts of ih$ 
Matter that formed the Head of the Saint will be dif- 
fofed in th\B Membcrs^ of the Gipfy. I demand,, 
whether they will then have the Virtue to work 
Miracles, and to ianiUfy the tffiiMf^ and wukcai 
Parts ta which they will be joined. If it fbould 
\k anfwertd, that they have no longer any Power, 
I deny with good Reaibn that they ever could have 
luiy y becaufe it is not the different Configuration 
tliat givts the internal Q^ities to Matter y a Load^ 
flone Having the fame AttraSion* of Iron, be it 
found or fquacs. Perhaps it will be iaid, that God 
feraiity that thoTe Bones fboolid operate while they* 
Me Bone^i^ but not when they are pulverized. If 
ib^ I chaUengt tfho mofl zealous Kaxarme» to &ew 
me m the B^ksf of thejr chief D«£lors *, wheTe 
Qod ba» revealed: that he has* grafted a. Power to 
Belles to a^ as ttroikg^ as the Deity ; and thoug)^ 
I am a J^Wf I an> ready in that (Jaie t(» iub^it 
implicitly ta their Opinion ; but I have' no fear 
that they will be able to convince me : For there is 
irot a Word feid of Bones in the fundameAtaL Books 
#f their Religion. 

Though I make this public DecIaiQ^ion agalnft 
the SUperftition of. Reliq^e% i <k^ not af prove of 
the extracicdiftary Contempt which- certain People 
$Sc& of the precious Remans of Peribns that have 
rendered themfelves venerable by their Piety and good. 
Behaviour, during the whole Courfe of their Live&» 
Where is thatManr wha does not refped the Tomb 
of his A;iceAoi:s> of that dur flpropbane their Afbes^? 
' •TI^AikAIcii 

Virtuous^ 
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Virtuous Men are the Fathers of their Country,^ 
which is obliged to them for the Knowledge of 
Good, and for the Means of attaining to it. Lee 
the Nazarenes honour the Tombs of fome of their 
Anceftors as much as they will^ X approve of their 
TMaxims. But if they tlerfy their Afhes and thcic 
RcKques ; if they afcribe as much Power to them 
as to God himfelf ;^ if with the Cenfer in their 
fifands, like to the Pagans, they -ccnfc SpFintcrs of 
Bone and Shreds of Stuff upon Akars ; I then con- 
demn* their extravagant Zeal, and think their No- . 
tion . altogether ridiculous : So that I am aimofl 
bjraffed in Favour of their Adverfaries, who are in 
the other Ext ream too carelefs and indifferent as to 
tile melancholy Remains of illufhiou^ Men, . the 
^Sight of which may be a very great Motive to Virtue.^ 
Statues arc ere6led every IXay to great Monarchs^ 
and to illuftrious Generals, hi order to animate 
their Equals, to deferve fuch Monuments by emi- 
nent Adions. . Reliques that are prcferved carefully, 
and-refpefled, are as good as ftatdy Maalblcums^ 
arvd Tombs for exciting People to v irtue. 

Therefore, dear Brito^ I do not condemn ikcNa^ 
i^annesy for the Care they take in preferving ccrtaia 
Bones : But what I blame them foty is thie Wor- 
{hip they pay to them, and the Abufe of them 
by the Monks, Jike the Fryar I told thee of juft 
now, a confident Lyar, who abufingthe Afhes of 
. his Father Bernard^ commanded the Devils by the 
Power of a Skeleton. 

The Thing which has brought Reliques inta 
Contempt, is their being bought and fold like Wares^ 
for, more or lefs Money, according to the Name 
of the Makers. Some of the Sovereign Pbntiffs 
have fold a great Number of them very cheap, and 
others have kept them up at a very extravagant 
Rates, they have learcbed for them in all Places 

where 
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where they thought they could find them; and 
M^hen the true ones have failed, they have forged a 
great number of falfe ones, like to certain avari- 
cious Sovereigns, who after having drained their 
Subjefls <5f all their Gold, give them Bits of Pa- . 
per in Exchange for it of an imaginary Value. 
The Power which is afcribed to Reliques of work- 
ing Miracles of all Kinds, proceeds from the fame 
Source, and it's Covetoufnels that gives them thofe 
furprifing Virtues. The fovereign Pontiffs bare 
afied juft like the Mountebanks, who for th# bet- 
ter Sale of their Balfam,, afcribe all manner of 
Virtues to it. Reliques, Demoniacs, and Indul- 
gences, are three inexhauftabltf Mines, which bring 
in more Profit to the Fryars, than Peru and Bra^ 
Jil do to the Spaniards and Portuguefe. All the 
Bufinefs is to fet them oflf cleverly. There are cer- 
tain Nazarene Fryars that know how to extraft 
the Quinteffence of thefe Ecclefiaftic Treafures :. 
they exorcife even the brute Beafts, though there is. 
not a Nazaren^ (o filly as to believe their being 
poffeffed with a Devil. Thou muft not think this . 
extraordinary ; for the Devils take a Trip fometimes 
into the Bodies of Animals, when they cannot find^ 
better Employment. I have read in a-Book *^ 
That a Devil once poflefled a Cow, and that 

* he fometimes cut capers in her Belly, and fome^ 

* times on her Back. One Martm\ fays the Author, 
« feeing what a fad Plight the poor Beaft was in, 

* order'd the Devil to let her alone, and depart. 

* The Cow was fo (enfiblerof this Martin's Kind- 

* nefs to her, that (he c^me politely to pay him her 

* Homage, fell on her Knees, and lowed three 
* ; Times to (hewvher .Gratfu»de. 

As ridiculous as this Tale appears, there are 

many much more fo whjch the Nazarene People 

• See the Legend of St. Martin.. 
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firmly believe to be true; they are told very grave-^ 
ly that the Stories of tins Kind are authentic, and 
generally acknowledged for FaSs ; and they are 
a0ured of this fo often that they really believe it* 

O Sacred Hunger of pernicious Gold ; 

What Bands of Faith can impious Lucre hold ♦. 

Farewell, dear BritOy and live content and 
happy. 

• ' ^ - ■ " ^iJ non Mortatia FeSora cogist 
Juri facta Famsi Virg. iEn. lib. liL 



LET T E R LXXVIL 

From Isaac On is, a Car ait e\ at Cairo, 
and formerly a Rabbit at Cbnftantino- 
ple,,/^ Aaron Monceca, ^2/ Paris* 

IT 18 now near a Month that I arrived ^t Cairo^ 
but one thitig or another has prevented irie 
from writhvg^ to thcc foorj^r. This City owe^ it 
Foundation to one Giauher^ Vizier of the Caliph 
Aleezkdin^ who conquered Mgypt. This Vizier 
caufed a thick high Wall to be built round a Plain 
in which his whole Army lay encamped. His Maf- 
ter, the Caliph, a mortal Enemy of Towns, as are 
moft of the AraU^ thinking this a more pleaf^nt 
Refidence than Alessandria ^ caufed his Tertts to be 
fet up there J but by. degrees fome Hou/es were 
built in that Inclofure. In procefs of Time it was 
full of Palace? and public Strui<aares, and at laft it 

grew 
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grew to be a magniiicefit City, which was itifenfi* 
biy inrichcd with the Ruins of the Town of 
Ma/r^ which it's Citizens abandoned in order to 
come and dwell in this new Place. Giauher, m 
Memory of his Conqueft, had given this City the 
Name of EJ Cahera^ which, as thou knoweft, ' is 
the JraBic Word for Fi^orim : And from hence 
fome Merchants of Florence and Venice^ who w^ere 
the firft Nazarene Merchants that were allowed to 
fettle in this City, formed the Name el Cair&j to 
which they added the Epithet Grand^ to denote the 
Extent and Beautv of it *. 

That, dear Monceca^ was the true Origin of 
Cairo 5 and ail other Accounts of it given by Hi- 
Horians^ are contmdtdory to Truth and the bed 
Arabian Hiftorians. This City is now the Metro- 
polis of JBkgypt^vci^ the Seat -of the fiafha who 
commands that Province. The Porte always trufts 
one of, the principal, ^en among the 7W/ix with, 
this hnpof tant Poff ; ami he lives m a Cstftte, or 
fort of Citadel very po6rly fortifiecT if con^j^ared to 
the ftrong Towns of the Nazarenes* This Cita- 
del was built about feven hundred. YeartagOi by 
Saladln. 

In C6Ar9 there an* fevenil Pieeet of Antiquit]? 
which were brought tMthef in the Time of th^Ca* 
li|A$, either from jflexOmHat or from U^per nni 
Lower jEgypt. There are alto the Ruins of feveral 
old Palaces built and inhabited by the Sovereign* 
of M^pU wd by the chief Lords^ of their CourtSt 
The CiiUings of the Cielings which have efcap^d 
the Incl^encies of the Weather, ftill look as fVe(h 
as if the Workman had but juft finiOied them. 
The Mofques of iihi» City arc very beautiful, but 
they do not come near to thpfe of C9nfianUnaple. 

* See Mf . Mallts!$ Account of Mgypu Pan L 

. That 
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That of AJkur^ which. is. the moft magnificent, is 
far inferior to the fcveti chi^f Mofqties of the Im- 
perial City. They are built here as in other Place?^ 
covered with Domes, and adorned with feveral Mr- 
narets or St^Bptes *. 

There arc about C^rr^ feveral T-ombs of the Afe* 
hometan Do£l<»rs or Santons, which arc very much 
frequented by a great Number of Perfons who pay 
extraordinary Devotion to them^ One of the prin>- 
cipal Tombs is that of the famous Dr. Chafai-, it i^ 
almoft as good an Annuity to certain Santons and 
. l>erTifl^s that take care to keep it in Repair, as the 
Chine or Rump-bone of St. Franch is to his Difci- 
ples the Framtfcans. The Tttrhijh Monks have a5 
much Xex\ for their Saintts as the Nazarene Monks 
have for theirs. The boldeft Conyolfionary Jan^ 
ftmft could not have fallen upon a more crafty 
Method than they did to kc\xxe Chafai x<i them- 
fclve». , 

A Sdycreigfi of J?^f, who v«w Calfph of 5it*y-/ 
kn^ and kept h^s Court there, was defirous' to have 
fbe Body of thii hmtyx^ Oy^ csnrfed \o aTl the 
Fiaces whert ho chofe to refid^ ; he wrote to the 
Governor of Mgffi to caufe it to he taken our of 
the Grottihl, and to fend it to him in a magni* 
ficent CoflSn : The Governor was very fbrry for 
this Order, beciufe, knowing what a profound 
Veneration all the People had for this pretended 
Saint, he dreaded an Infurreftion ; and in order to 
avoid the focJ Confequences which commonly at- 
tend popular Rifings, he communicated the Order 
which he had received to the DervKbes, whom- 
be exhoried to fubmit to the Commands of their 

♦ They are Towers that ferve for Steeples. The 
Titrki call the People to Prayers regularly fiv^ |iiue« 
a ii)ay. 

Prince- 
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prince, and recommended it to them to difpofe 
the Populace to confent to the Renvoval of the 
Saint. / will go to-morrow^ faid he to. them, and 
ptrform the CaUpVs Command \ do you ihtrefore be, 
ready with all Neceffaries. The Turkijh Monkt 
were hot aAoniflied ^t the Summons; they refolvcd 
to ad to fome Purpofe, and to oppoTe the Orders 
of the Sovereign, but in fuch a Manner as (hould 
not make him theix Enemy. To tStOt this with 
£a/e, they refolved to cover their Fraud with a 
Miracle, and to fecure Heaven on their Side. That 
is the grand Secret to attain to the End of the mod 
difficult Enterprizes. They worked all Night to 
finifli their Projeft, and after having opened the 
Saint's Tomb, they put combuftible Mattef round 
the Corpfe, mixed with fome Phofphorus, which 
would take Fire as foon as it took Air. After 
they had prepared every Thjng, th^y. very calmly 
waited for the Governor, who, on Pretence of 
doing, the more Honour to the Saint, repaired to 
bis Tomb with a Retinue of ten thoofand Men j 
though all this Apparatus and Pomp was only to keep 
the People from riflng up in Arms* As foen as he. 
was arrived, the Workmen, began to open th©^ 
Ground. When they came to the Place where 
the Corpfe lay, and began to give Air to the Phof-^ 
phorus^ the combuftible Matters took. Fire, and 
fuch a hot bright Flame burft out of 4he Tomb that 
they who dtig there were deprived for fome Mo- 
ments of their Sight : They were the firft that cried 
out a Miracle \ the Populace did the fame; and 
then the Priefts proclaimed that it was'^not the Saint's 
Will to quit the Place of his Retirement. The. 
Imagination of the Egyptians^ which is ripe for 
Prodigies, greedily catched at this ; and the Tomb 
was inftantTy covered up again, without prefuming 
to go any farther to work. The Governor, like 

a good 
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a good Politician, and as good a Courtier, artfully 
took the Advantage of this pretended Miracle tp 
fatisfy the People, without flighting the Orders of 
his Mafter, to whom he fent an Account of this 
Prodigy which above ten thoufand Spedatots could 
certify. The Caliph, when he heard that the Saint 
l^ras well, and did lk)t Care to quit his Lodging, 
confented tb let him He in his old Tomb, where he 
^111 Continues, and where the Mahometan Devotees 
go io Crouds to pray *. 

Thou muft own, Atzt Monceca^ that this Prank 
tallies exaflly with the Tricks that are played by 
the Na%arene Monks : Go where we will, we 
(hall find that Superftition feeds the Avarice of cer- 
tain Men who drive a fcandalous Trade wjth their 
Religion, and difgrace themfelves in the Opinion 
of Men of Senfe, to whom their Knavery is foon 
known. 

The Egyptians are even niore fuperftitious than 
the Turks^ -and in this Rcfpeft the Spaniards are 
fcarce a Match for them. It feems as if in all 
Times this Country had been the Centre of ri- 
diculous Ceremonies, and as if it chofe to be a 
Leflbn to other Nations, to ihew them to what 
^ Degree of Error the Human Underftanding is 
liable* The ancient Egyptians adored the viJeft and 
moft contemptible of Animals, Crocodiles, and 
Ichneumons^ nay, they deified Plants j happy 
Nation^ hid *yuvenaly on Purpofe to banter that 
ftupid People, which fees their Gods grow in their 
very Gardens f. 1 cannot imagine, <jear Monceca^ 
how it was pof&ble for a polite People, acquainted 
as they were with the Sciences, and endowed with 

• Malleth Account of Egyftt Part II. 
f Santas Gentesy quibus ndfcuntur in Hortis Numina ! 
Juv. Sat.xv.v, lo. 

Gcni 
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^ Genius, to have fucfa blind Ideas as they bad of 
the Deity. That the barbarous favage Nations 
fliottld fall into certain Errors, does not near foi 
much furpriae me : A Man who is capable of eat- 
ing his Fellow^Creature with as good an Appetite 
as he would devour a Chicken, may fall into the 
greateft of Errors j and no Wonder : But that a 
People among whom the Arts and Sciences flouriffa, 
who know and pradife the moft excellent Laws of 
Morality, fhould have fach extravagant Ideas as ta 
deify a Calf, and carefullr to nourim rt in a Tcm- 

fle, is what I cannot for my Life comprehend, 
or bow can it" be imagined that a Man who makes 
Ufe of his Reafon, who raifes his Genius to fuch 
a Pitch as to meafure the Courfe of the Stars, and 
to forefce and forctel Eclipfes by an exad Calcu- 
lation, can really think that a <jod has a Begin- 
ning and an En^j and that he comes in the Form 
of a Calf to chew the Cud, and tft browfe for the 
Space of twelve or fourteen Years? The Greets 
and Perfiansy with all their Stupidity, were not 
near fo blind as this comes to. 

CanAyfe^ being at Aiemfhis^ after he had con- 
quered Egypiy and not knowing the Caufe of cer- 
tain Rejoicings that the People were then making, 
enquired into the Reafon, and was v«ry much fur- 
prixed to bear that they were celebrating the Fefti- 
val of the God jfpis^ who, after a long Space of 
Time, was now come to fliew himfelf in public. 
Upon this he fent for the Priefts, and ftid to them 
by way of Banter, That, if there was any Deity 
who was fo g^racious as to demean himfelf to the 
Mgypttans^ it wias a Wonder "^eiboy Id conceal him- 
felf from the King} and therefore he bid them 
bring their God Jfh to him. But how great was 
flic Surprise of CamhyfeSy when the Priefts brought 
a Calf to him! Being «xafperated to the laft De- 

gree, 
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|;ree, he drew bis Dagger, and rua it into the Leg 
pf their God, who thereupon died of the Wound*. 
2>, PoltrmtSf faid be to the Priefts, an the God$ 
$hen compojid of BBod and Flefo^ and dfi they fed 
the Pricks of a Sword? Really fuch a Gad is fit 
for the Egyptians. Bitt I wHl make yau to kmw 
that you Jhall get nothing by abujing us^ and putting « 
Trick upon us *. 

I am charmed, dear Monceca^ with • the noble 
Indignation of Cambyfes^ and am pleafed to find a 
Ipagan, ootwitbftanding his Idolatry, and without 
any other Light but^eafi^n, fenfible that the Deity 
could not be compofed either of Flefli or Blood, 
The wretched Priefts who ferved * the Calf Jfi^ 
were as fully conviac#d as^ this Monarch, of the 
Vilencfs of their pretended Deity, whom "they faw 
decaying every Day with their own Eyes ; but the^ 
found their Advantage by impofing on the Creduli- 
ty of the People, 

Mankind ha« been in all Ages the feme : Seme 
have been glad to be deceived, and others to profit 
by the WeakneCs erf their Brethren. To this wtis 
owing the Credit i>f 4p*Ht and of the £gyptian 
Priefts, that of the Oracles of D^hos^ and of the 
Pagan Greeks and Roman Pontiff's, and in (hort of 
a Multitude of Nastarene Chioaeeraa, and of the ' 
Monks that invented them* Errors, inftead of 
being deftroyed by Time, only alter their Shape, 
and aflume a new Fornfi. In all Aiges there have 
arofe Men pf Eminence . for th^ir Merit and 
Learning, who were for oppofing the Torrent,. and 
confibating Superfiition : But they are commonly 
the.VicSimi of their Zeal, and are generally op- 
prefled by thofc from whom they endeavour to pull 

• Herodotus J lib. i. p. 45. Tranflated by M. du 

off 
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off the Maflc. ' In all Religions' the Vulgar favour 
Ibofe mod that tell them the moft Chimeras and 
the moft Fables; Thou thyfelf knoweft how hard 
it was for our Brethren the Jewt at 'CmftaniihapU 
to relifh their Leffons, becaufe thou feemedft to dif- 
approvc of certain Traditions which thou thoughteft 
contra 7 to the Scriptures, and capable of hurting 
the Mind. The Mahometans ,io not much Care 
for the yfrahian Doftors, becaufe they are Ene- 
mies to Miracles and Superftition. The Works of 
Macrifty a famous Author, are not fo much eftecm- 
C() as thofe of feverl MoUas and ImanSy which arc 
full of ridiculous Fables. The T^urh accufe that 
Acithor of want of Religion, becaufe he has related 
but very few Miracles, an(^even confuted feveral. 
They ^annot bear that he Ihould charge it as a 
Folly, to believe that the Dead return from the 
other World. Savonarola^ a Doftiinican Fryar, 
fmarted feverely for having too publicly con- 
demned the Frauds of the Court of Rome ^ and 
thofe of his Brethren.. Alexander VI. fovereign 
Pontiff, found out the Way to check his troublefomc 
Rempnftrances, and Savonarola was hanged at Flo* 
rence^ with two of his Companions. The Blind- 
' Titk of fome People is fo grofs, and the Malice of 
others fo black, that it is almoft impoflible to open 
the Eyes of the one, and to mend the Hearts of the 
other. 

Farewelli dear Monceca^ profper in thy Undertake 
lings, and live content and happy. 



LETTER 
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4,^^ 4 T E R LXXVIIL 

Frwi Aaron Monceca„/z/ Paris, to 
Isaac Onis, a Car ait e^ at Cairo, 
formerly a Rdbbu at Conftantinoplc, 

SOME Days ago I fent thee an Account, dear 
Ifaac^ of a Difpute that happened between the 
ymfeni/h and Molani/lsy about the Publication of a 
Book called the Breviary : This Affair is now en- 
tirely ended, for the Priefts who would not receive 
it, have fubmitted, and all is huihed ; but it cannot 
hold fo long, and new Difpute^ will foon arife. The 
turbulent Temper of the Nazanne Priefts cannot 
permit them to lie quiet, for to live without cabal^ 
ling, is to the Monks a terrible Punifhnient. Bawl- 
ing and Difputing with one another is their main 
Exercife, which, painful as it is, they have Schools 
where they learn it, and Mafters who teach them 
this kind of Fencing. 

A young Monk is trained up at Paris juft as a 
Gladiator's Apprentice was in ancient Rome. His 
Regents in Philofophy and Theology teach him the 
Subterfuges of the Difporates neceffary to evade the 
Triith ; and by the Aid of a Syllogifm he exercifes 
• himftlf in the Queft of Methods to obfcure Things 
that are the plaineft in the World. He arms him- 
felf with a multitude of Diftindions, Divifions, 
and Subdiviiions, by the Help of which he becomes 
invincible, or at leaft fearlefs of being obliged to 
fubmit to Reafoli and the Light of Nature. As 
foon as he has acquired this Talent, he begins to en-t 
ter into the Circus^ where he exercifes it in the par- 

VoL. II. O ticular 
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ticular Afflemblies of his Order 5 and finally wlien 
he is perfed Mafter of the Art of attacking Rea- 
fon, he rambles like another Knight- Errant in 
purfuitof Adventures, and is a conftant Attendant 
at the feveral Tbe&s that are maintained, which 
is a Name they give to certain public Difputationa 
that are held upon fuch and fuch Days in the Con- . 
vents of the Monks. AriftotUy Scoiui^ and fome- 
othcr School-Philofophers have more Credit in thefe 
Aflemblies tban.Reafon has ; and it is in vain for it 
to demonftrate the Evidence of any one Point, if 
it is not approved by AriftotUj or if it be condemned 
by St. Thomas. . -. 

Good Senfe is a Fool that muft be filent, and not 
attempt to combat the Opinion of thofc Philofopbersi, 
to vi^hom certain Monks are attached. 

In thefe Ailemblies, and at thefe Difputes, he 
that ha« the beft Lungs has always the better of the 
-Argument and Reafon on his Side. 

i bouwouldeft beaftoni&ed, de^r Ifiiac^ if thou 
waft to be at thefe Difputations, and to fee with 
what Front thefe pretended Philofophers- deny the 
moft evident Points; -Their Diftindions would quite 
tire out thy Patience. I am not at all furprized 
if heretofore Philofophy was generally contemned 
in Frcmce. What could People of Senfe think of 
all that Jumble ol imaginary BeingSy fecond Intm- 
iicnsy and many other Imperdnencies, which were 
for a long Time the Exercife of all the Philofo* 
phcrs ? In order to deftroy Prejudices, there was 
an obfolute Ncceffity for tyi^o great Men *" to take 
up the Ferula<t to correft all the pretended Scho- 
lars of their Age, and to force them to open their 
Eyes; and to fee the Error in which they were 
plunged. But notwithAanding that they perceived 

• Des Cartes and Gajfendi* 

their 
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their Miftake, the Generality of them were too felf- 
conceited to foJlow the Lamp of Truth. 

As for the Prejudices of certain Monks that 
were ignorant and prepoffefled, it did not much 
fiirprize me, but I could not comprehend how Men 
of Genius and Penetration could be; fo far blinded 
as to think that Arifhtle was given to Mankind as 
a Tetreftial D^ity,* to inftrudt them in all the Se- 
crets of the Celeftial one, and that the latter had 
revealed to the former all his Operations and De- 
signs. Is it poffible that fuch a Learned Man as 
4verrQ£S could entertain, and write fuch extrava- 
gant Notions * I If Aryiotle be the fupreme Truth, 
jt is needleft for Men to apply hereafter to the Dif- 
Covery of the Nature of Things ; they can learn 
nothing BUire that is new ; every Thing is compre- 
hended in the Writings of that Greek Philofopher. 
Ht is thefuprjme Truths sndhe is ihs Qradv that is to 
i^m^ us in ev£t'y Thing that is pajjible to he knoiun, 

Gaffindi was the ferft Man, .w^o- in the laft-Cen-' 
tuj:vbad Jthe Courage to. attack, the Infallibility if 
AnJlotk\\ but he met with almoft.as raa^iy Anta- 
goiufts and Eneibies, as tbe firft JianfeniJ^s tfiar api- 
pealed . againft ittue BuH XJmgmius, Ttic Mia of 
Honour are obliged tO'huji for having , reviv^ \k 
the World *the UfiBj of a Piational ..Philofbphy, to 
wbich a Gentleman may apply himfelf. This great 
Geniu3 was followed by Bes Coites^ ' whofe ne\f 

f Arifttitelis D<i£lrina efi ifurimA Veritds, ^ztrnhm ejus 
infelleSlt^s fuit finis humani inteileSius, ^tare hdt^ di^^ 
far '4* ilk §^od ipft /jift crfiiftjiji ^i4^t»s: vohisy Di^i* 

t T/ie ifif/l Wark '^\- m^4e' this Uearned Mixi 
^p\yn ii^ thxi W^}d, w^ tjic^raft 4d^r/us Jtift^* 
uk<;$s.. . i „ ,. / 

0^.2 Syftei 
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Syftem gave the final Blow to the School-Philoib- 

Shy, which was baniflied for good and all by the 
tonks ; and thofe truly learned Men fo well re- 
fiored the Sciences, and fo good an Opinion was 
conceived of them, that fifteen Years after the Im- 
preflion of Dfs Cartes^s Works, the very Women 
argued much more fenfibly in Metaphyfics, than 
three fourths of the Divines in that Kingdonl. 
Since that Time, People have grown more and more 
in love with Philofophy. All the better Sort ap- 
ply to it \ and even the Courtiers, notwithftanding 
the Pleafures and Intrigues of a noify Court, 
fpcnd fome Part of the Day in the Study of it. 
There are many of the Magiftrates, who unbend 
their Minds from the haHh and toilfome Study of 
the Law, by the Reading of the Books of able 
Naturalifts. 

Since it has been permitted to condemn an 
Abfurdity, though advanced by AriJ^tU or St. Tho-- 
masy and fince the Reputation of ifaofc Philofo- 
phers is no longer die Banc of found Reafon, the 
Sciences, and efpecially Natural Philofophy, have 
been brought tp infinite Perfeftjon. The ouuh 
^alsiies are no longer confidered in any other 
Light than as a Confeffion of the Ignorance of 
the Effefis of a Thing ; and befides the Difcove- 
rics for which we are obliged to the new Philofo- 
phy, we are obliged to it for all the Means of 
knowing how to judge folidly of what it teaches, 
and prevented from thinking we know'What inre are 
ignorant of. - 

At the rate that People ftudy now it is certain 
that more Truths are to be difcovered in thirty 
Years Time, than were known before in two 
tboufand. As People argue only upon evident 
Principles, and nothing is taken for certain but 
' what is manifeft, Reafon which is no longer 

clouded 
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clouded by a Number of Errors that enflaved it, 
a6ls with greater Efficacy, and more cafily unfolds 
the Secrets it aims to difcover. 

Mankind^ fays an eminent Philofopher, mt only 
run into very many Errors^ becaufe tkey bufy themfelvis 
in ^ejiions that partake of Infinity^ their Mind being at 
the farm Time Finite ^ but alfo becaufe they apply to thofe 
which are of a very vajl Coritprehenjton zvhile their ATinds 
are narrorn *. That is another inexhauftible Source 
of the Errors of the ancient Philofophy. It took 
in Queftions the Human Underftanding could not 
refolvc, and which are beyond it's Reach. Th's 
SchooKPhilofophers applied themfelves to few folld 
Things, but fed on Chim.TBras, . and only Itudied 
Things that were cithtr4flcomprehenfible or infig- 
nificant \ and from a fecret Vanity, and an irregular 
Paffion for Knowledge, they fought to penetrate 
intone moft fccrct and ihoft impei^etrable Truths. 
The pretended to refolve with eafef feveral Quefti- 
oiM that were unintelligible, and depending on fo 
many Circumftances that it was impoflible for the 
jnoft penetrating Genius to difcover the Truth of 
them with evident Certainty, after many Ages 
profound Meditation, though affifted by an infinite 
Number of Experiments. 

Another Fault which confounded the Under* 
ftanding of the School-Philofophers, was the little 
Method they obferved in their Studies : They ap- 
plied themfelves to ten differeat Sciences perhaps 
in one Day ; they did not rcfleft upon the Nature 
of their Underfranding, nor employ it in the 
Search of Truth,' and did not confider that the 
Mind of' Men already too much circumfcribed, 
ought> not to be diverted from it's Meditations 

• MalUbr'ancbeh Search after Truths lib. iii. caf. 3. 
/. 167. 
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by new Objefls, which often crafc the preceding 
ones out of the Memory. All the Smatterers in 
Learning) who are liable to this Fault, endeavour 
m vain to penetrate into Things that depend on a 
great many others, of which they, have no Know^, 
ledge nor Perception, Decaufe they ^o n6t make 
due Reflexion, and are too much diflraded in 
their Studies. 

Des CarUs was only obliged for moft Part of 
his Difcoverics, to the Methods he modi Ufa of in his 
hud'tes^ to hinder his capacious Mind from rambling 
to avy other Obje^s but thofe of which he aimed to 
dtjcover the Truth *•• Therefore how clear and di- 
ftin£l are the Ideas upon which he has eftabli(hed 
the Principles of his Philofophy ? I know very well 
that this great Man was not infallible, and that his 
Writings, though thev abound iftri^ Truths^ wUck 
had nbt bten known but ioi krm, Iwve a TitlAttct 
in fomt Parts of Human Weakneftt Yt\kX it it f idi- 
culpjkts to think that a Philbfopber. mvft write b»»> 
thing but what is evident. It Mcsotegk if be gives 
doubtful Things as donbtfuH a»d only propo£n 
theifi to his Readers as mere Conjeftufes^ 

If the SchboKPhilofopbdrs hud bee6 at hoiieft 
and modeft as Des Cartes^ a great niafty EftmIs^ 
which hftVe b€en Varmly itiaintaihtd fer lAgcs 
together^ would baVe bebn acknowled^d long agb^ 
Inltead of ithofe vain Difputes which only ferve4 
to perplex Reafon, the Learned would have (torn* 
municated their Reflexions to or>e another finccrely^ 
and p(!rhaf)$ have cleared up what they did nbt 
comprehend, though it was carweftly difputfed. , Hugt 
VinWeildly Volumes were written, which wer^ ohly 
full of Words, and conveyed nothing at all to tte 
Underftanding. One plain Queftion in Natural 

• UalUhranchi'^.^f:ix<^ after Truth, lih, Lf. 102. > 
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Philofophy cleared up in two Pages by Des Carter^ 
would ba>e ferved for a Book in Folio. Injuftice 
to AriftTik^ it muft be confefled that his Natural 
Philofophy is much more tolerable, when ilripped 
of the whimftcai Notions which hk various Com- 
mentators have added to it. It may even.be did 
that this Philofopbcr had a mod capacious Genius : 
He fucceeded perfe6lly vrell in what he faid of the 
Paffions in his Rhetoric ; and there are very Aiie 
Things in both his political and moral Tnu^s : Hut 
^ as to his eiglu Books of Natural Philofophy, they 
diicover nothing but what wars known before^ and 
fcarce any Thing but what was impoffible.not to be 
known. What Man is there that does not know 
that Matter cannot be fatd to have a new Form, 
if it had the faxBe before * f Who doubts that 
^ every Thing depends upon Form, and that Matter 
alone does nothing ? furely ro Man is wiier, after 
having known thefe Things, than he viras before. 
The eight Books of Jbijm'% Natural Philofophy 
appertain jnuher tp Logic* than to Phyfics : They 
are only vague iand general Definitions of Terms, 
wJbicb convey ovirf confufed Ideals to tbe Under- 
ftanding. ArtftoiUy for Example, fays indeed that 
there are four Elements, Fire, Air, Water and 
Earth, but )ie does not fliew the Nature of them, 
and from all his Reafonings no juf): Idea of them 
can be conceived. He would not even have H fup- 
.pofed that tbofe Elements are the Fire^ AWy Ivater 
and Earth which we fee ^ becayfe then our Senfes 
could not help communicating fome Knowledge of 
them at leaft to us ; but he endeavours to explain: 
them by the Qualities of Heat, Cold, Moifture, 
Drought, Weight and Levity. How could Men 
of any Underflanding content themfelves with fo 

• That is to fay, unlefs it be deprived of the forr 
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loofe an Explanation, ^hich is attended with to 
many ridiculous Impertinences ? I do not wonder at 
it, becaufe out of their Deference to the Opinions 
of that Philofopher, they were fo complaifant as to 
admit, that Nothing was the firft Principle of 
Things* For what does the Privation of all Beings 
mean but a Nothing, a meer Nothing ? 

Montaigne calculated the Rife and Fall of the 
Principles of Jriftotlis Philofophy, at a Time when 
the Nazarenes in general looked upon them as in- 
fallible Oracles. Before^ faid that Author, tin 
Principles that were introduced by Ariftotle, came in 
Vogui^ ether Principles contented Human Reafin as they 
do at this Time. , fflsat Letters Patent^ what fpecial 
Privilege can they plead to flop the farther Courfe of 
our Invention^ and to engrofs our Belief for all Times 
to come ? Thy are no more exempt from being turned, 
out of Doors than were thofe of our Jtncients f. What 
Montaigne faid has happened. He forefaw that Rea- 
son would at length pierce through the Cloud ; he. 
himfelf defpifed the Philofophy of Jri/iotle^ and he 
knew all the Defers of it. 

Fare thee well, dear Ifaacy and li?c contented! 
and happy. 

t Montaign^t Eflays, lib. r./. I4i« 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

From Jacob Brito, ^/ MontpcUicr, 
/^ Aaron MoNCECA, atV^is. 

IN my Journey from Lyons to Montpellter, where 
I arrived two Days ago, I was glad to make 
•Ufe of the Information which thou gaveft me of 
the Manner^ of the French ; for if I had not been 
prepoffeffcd of their Character, I know not what 
I (hould have thought of moft of the People with 
whom I have travelled. 

I wen> down the Rhone to Pont St. Efprit in the 
Paflage-boat, where were about thirty of us in 
Company, Men and Women. There were Priefts, 
Fryars, Nurfes, Soldiers, Officers, Merchants, 
Dogs, Cats, Squirrels, and what not ; fo that our 
Boat was pretty much like Noah's Ark : I endea- 
voured to get into a Corner^ as far as I could from 
the jacket that two young Fellows made about who 
fhould fet next to a very pretty young Lafs, who 
being alnioft as filly as the Lads, laughed vtith her 
Mouth wide, open at iheir Quarrel. A Gaiety 
and Satisfadiion appeared in" l.er Counteriance, and 
by certain Looks {he gave to the other Women, 
fhe did as good as tell them that ihe well deferved 
fu^h Court(hip. 

During this Difpute, an elderly Officer who fate 
between a Fryar and me, began to light his Pfpe : 
Tl\e old Soldier every now and then looked with 
an evil Eye at his Neighbour the Fryar,* who was- 
of fuch a bulky Corporation that he took up three 
O 5 quarters 
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quarters of his Room. He was in an ill Humour 
to be fo ftraitened by this Fryar, but he was foon de- 
livered from him : He had hardly began to fmpak, 
but the.RevercnJ Father^ jiot accuffomed to the 
Smell of Tobacco, made ftrange Grimaces. The 
Officer perceiving this, »fie6kd to<hiow the Smoak 
in his Face, which made the Fryar fret and frown 
the more, fo that he had like to nave fallen mto a 
Convulfion. Mean Time he never-budged from his 
Place, but fate faft, being loth to quit a Poft th*t 
he had chofe as the beft in the Boat. The Officer 
perceiving that he could gain no Ground of hin^ 
was refolved to joke him as well as funk him. Fa* 
ih$r^ faid he, 1 fancy you hcwi an Averfiom to Tobacco. 
Jlas^Sir! faid the Monk, who thought the Offi- 
cer was going to lay down his Pipe, I have a mortal 
Antipathy to it. If that be the Cafe^ faid the Mili- 
tary Blade very gravely, / would advife you never to 
fmoak. And at the fame Time he puffed out two 
fuch abominable Whiffs of Tobacco, as had lik? to 
have fuffocated the poor Fryar, who fell a coughii^ 
as if he would have brought his Hear^ up. When 
he was a little recovered, he called out to the Wa- 
terman, Friend^ faid he, the Orders^ are that there 
Jhould be no fmoaking in your Boat^ fee that they are 
obeyed. Tou are in the rights Father^ faid the Mafter 
of the Veffel, and the Captain will be fo goodj if he 
fleafsj to leave off fmoaking. Hark ye^ Scoundrel^ 
replied the Officer, all that I will be fo good to do is^ 
to ihrajh thee Jhundly with a Cudgel^ and then threw 
thee into the ^ River. By G — d thou art a pleafant 
Rafcai'indeedj to pretend to give the Word >of Command 
where I am. Sir^ faid he^ 'turning towards me, do not 
you, think it a good je/i^ that after having ferved the 
King my Majier thirty Yean togetljcr^ I fhall not ^have 
the Privilege of fmoaking before a l^ay-Brcther ? Tcu _ 
might ufi better Language^ replied the Fryar, for I 
\ hqvt 
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have i4€n a Priejl hnger than you have been in the 
Service. Why thm^ faid the Officer, fay Mafsy and 
Jl/^ Vefpers if you zvill^ I Jhall not hinder you* The 
Fryar was Jftill for preiSng the Boatman to execute 
hi& Orders 5 i^<ri/i, replied he to hAxn^ yow who can 
preach fo welly reverend Father^ do you endeavour to 
perfuade the Gentleman : As for my Pari, I Jhall not g9 
to pick a Quarrel with People that are above my Match. 
1 have been baptized already, and do not care to b4 ' 
thrown into the River. Take my Advice for once^ 
KefvererA Father, excommtinicate the Gentleman ; then 
perh^tps he will obey you. This fcurvy Drollery of 
the Boat-man, who aimed to pacify the Wrath -of 
the Officer, made the Fryar quite mad. He ab?in-- 
doned his Place at laft, and (hifted his Qiiarters tqk 
another Corner -of the Veffel. Tou have no Notion, 
(aid the Officer then to me, of this Monkijh Racei 
they <ire as trouhlefome to Traveilers, as Creditors to 
young Fellows ; and if one was to be ruled by thefe Sheep -^ 
[ftealing Fryar s, weflfould be obliged to conjlrain ourfehes 
iti every thing that they do not like, ' 

While the Officer was talking to me in this Waj'-, 
we came to the Place we were to dine at. As fooi^ 
as we got out of. the Boat, the Fryar Did to me 
very courteoufly, Pray^ Sir, what did you think of 
that Officer's Behaviour P The Men of that Profejfwn 
me intorerably rough and haughty, and ftjew no Regai d 
to Perfons that deferve the greateft Refpecl. It looks 
its if they thought they had ^ Right to treat their Com* 
pany>i as they treat the King's Enemies. I Imd ratljer 
travel with half a fcore Apprentice -Boys, than. one. of 
thefe Kill' Devil Captains. 

The Monk had no fooner left me to go into th^ 

Inn, but one of thofe young Fellows who had mad*: 

fuch a Clutter to fit near the young Wench, came 

U)-:me with a fmilipg infipid Air, 1 really pitiid ynu, 

O 6. Sir,, 
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Sifj faid he, for what you fuffhrti this Morning ; 
you bad a very ill Situation in the Boat ; thofe Fryars 
know nothing but bou) to mutter their Breviary : And 
thofe old Military He^ors are very troublefome; they 
are eternally roaring and bawling out^ or they furfeit 
you with the Accounts of the Battles they have been aim 
Tou would have been perfeSily merry if you had fata 
where we did ; for we laughed^ as you faw^ all the 
Way ; and 1 adifife you in the Afternoon to place your-- 
Jelf near us. 

A tall thin Man, who had not fpoke one Word 
all the Way, (hruggcd up his Shoulders and lifted 
up his Eyes at what the young Blockhead faid ; and 
as I returned to the Boat to fetch fomething that I 
had forgot, he took the Opportunity to fpeak to 
me privately, and fard, Suffer me, as a Fellow^Tra-' 
veller^ to give you a Piece of Advice ; Take care how 
you ajfociate by the Way with that young Fellow^ or 
elfe expeSl to he teazed with more ^ejiions^ Imperii" 
nencies% and Nonfenfe^ in two Hours Time^ than you 
was ever plagued tviih in your Life, J fpeak this by 
Experience J for in the Voyage I have already made with 
himy what with his talking^ whiftlingy and ftnging^ he 
has made me deaf Sometimes he does thofe three dif^ 
ferent Things all at once^ and it often happens that he 
adds a fourth^ and that he dances and capersy talks^ 
whijiksy and fings at the fame Time, In Jhort^ he is , 
the moft petulant Mortal under the Sun. The Tone of 
the Man's Voice, his grave Countenance^ and bis 
lean, hagged Form, made me long to know who, 
anJ what he was. After having thanked him for 
his Advice, I aflced him if he w<^s going very far 
off? I am goingy faid he, to Montpellier, upon account 
of a troublefome Dijlemper that I am affK£ied ivith ; and 
what is worfe to me than ally it is an Ailment that 
I have not deferved'y I am fuffering Penance y in Jhoriy 
for the Sins of my falfe Spoufe. - How^ Sir, faid I, 

(,ould 
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tdd fo dear a Cnaiute as Jhi poffihly hurt you ? To be 
furij tfjhe has been the Occafion of your Misfortunesy 
\t mujl be innocently^ I will tell you^ replied the Man> 
f« a few fVordsj the Caufe of my Misfortunes. 
* When I was very young, I applied myfelf to 
the Study of Philofopny, and endeavoured to pe- 
netrate into the Nature of Things : At length, 
after a good deal of Pains and Patience, I thought 
it high titne to join the Praftice to the Theory. 
I prepared my Furnaces, dire<fted my Fire, and 
began to put into Execution what had coft me fo 
mucJ^abour to learn. My Employment nccef- 
farily took me up fo much conftant Attendance^ 
that' I had not Time to infpeft the Bahaviour of 
my Wife ; who perceiving me in fuch a Aiir 
Way of makkig Gold, and of attaining the Phi- 
lofopher's Stone, was refolved like wife on her Part 
to take fome Pains for an Eftate ; but the beft 
Expedient fhe could think of was, to have a Num- 
ber of Lovers ; and (he played her Cards fo well, 
that in a little Time (he acquired a very hand- 
fome Fortune. It is true, there was fomethin^ 
mixed with her Riches, which gave her a great 
deal of Mortification ; and that was when (he 
found the Neceffity fhe was under of the Aiffift- 
ance of the God Mercury^ to repair certain Da- 
mage which had been done by the Goddefs Ventis. 
The worft of it was, that thefe Confequences 
quite ruined my Health : My Wife, fearing that 
I fhould refent this Adventure, eloped one Day 
with a oet of my Acquaintance, and I know 
not whither they are gone. Yet that is not What 
troubles me, but the being forced to abandon my 
Furnaces for fome Time, to go in queft of fome 
Remedy for my Diftemper; Health being one of 
the principal Things that a Virtuofo ought to be 

* pofleffed 
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^ pofieffed of, wfao hopes to be Mafter of the Phi« 
^ loibpher's Stone/ 

, I was overjoyed* dear Monceca^ that I had met 
with a Perfon that I could talk with concerning the 
Stories that are told about the pretended PhUoib- 
pber'« Stone. * Pray, Sir, faid /, is U really in* 

* the Power of Men to be Mafter of itf I confefs 

* that hitherto I have taken what has been faid upon 

* this Science, for roeer Tales*' *-You were 

* therefi>re to blame, faid he. It is true, there are 
^ very few- People to whom G6d has given the 
y Power of attaining to the perfe<3 Knowledge of 
^ fo precious an Art. But the Reality of fuch Art 

* is not a Thing to be doubted of. There, is much 
^ more of this Gold made in Eur^ by the Artifts, 

* than what is brought from the Indies^ Peru^ and 

* other Places. All the Direflors of the Mints in 

* Brcmu own, that they every Year receive much 
^ more of this Gold and Silver, than is imported 

* from foreign Countries. The moft (kilful Gold- 

* fmiths do no|t doubt that there are feveral of thefe 

* true Artifts. They, fay too, that their Gold is 

* nuich more perfed than that wMch is extracted 

* from the Mines, and they pretend it is an eafy 
^ Matter to di(iingulih it. 

* The Operation of the Pbilofopher's Stone, con* 

* tlnued tbi Chymft^ is very poffible,^ and I hope in< 

* Time to make a happy Experiment of it. It is 
^ tiaie, that a vaft deal of Labour and Pains is re- 

* quifite to attain to it. - A Man ought, in the firft 
^ Place, to be well acquainted With Nature : He 

* muft*be endowed with a Patience, Proof againft; 
^ all crofs Accidents : He ihouid be a Man of a 

* jftrong and vigorous Conftitution ; and if any one* 

* of thefe Qualities are wanting in him that attempts- 
^ to find this Grand Arcanum^be does but torment 

.*' himfelf 
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* himfelf to napurpofc, for he can never bring it 

* to bear/ < May 1 prefume, faii I io the Chymijl^ 

* to afk you if,, by purfuing tne Principles which 

* are laid down in the Books, tbat treat of this Sci* 

* ence, one may hcype to be perfeii in it ? ' * There 

* are few-good Books, /^xW he^ in the great Num- 

* ber of tbofc which arc ,vcry much cried up, and 

* which are only written by Knaves and Impoftors, 

* who bring this precious Art into Difgrace. Of 

* all our Authors, King Geber is the moft learned 

* and the cleareft ; yet a Man muft be a good Phi- 

* lofopher, and perfe£lly acquainted with Nature, 

* to underftand hinj. ^ According to that great Man 
^ the true Way of attaining to Perfeftion in thi^ 

' * grand Secret is, to incorporate the Mineral Spirits^ 

* when they are purified by the Art, with the per- 

* feS Bodies of the Metals, after being firft ren- 
^ dered volatile, and then fixed, taking care to pre- 

* fervc all the radical Moifture, and augmenting 

* the natural Heat by a reafonable Concoftion of 

* the Compound, which is formed by this vfonder- 

* ful Fermentation, and which caufes the whole 

* Mafs to boil and ferment ; fo that the Compound 

* irvfinuates itfelf into the moft fubtle Parts of the 
' melted Metal, purges it of all its Dro^s, matures 
^ it, and changes it into Gold.' 

* I wifli, faid I to the Chymijiy that your Experi- 

* ipents may fuCceed according to your Heart's De- 
"^ fire, and that you may have hetter Luck in fcarch 

* of the Philofopher's Stone, than you have had in 
' Matrimony, By your way of talking, I pferceive 
' that you are thorough Mafter of the Subjeft of 

* your Employment ; yet I have heard feveral able 

* Philofophers fay, that the Beginning of this Art 
J was Deceitful, the Middle of it Painful, and the 

* End of it Beggary* * 

The 
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The Chymift endeavoured to make me alter my 
Opinion, and aflured me, that fuch as with Dili* 

frencc and Courage fought after this Secret, were at 
aft amply rewarded for their Care and Pains. How- 
ever he owned to' me, that he had already fpent 
three fourths of his Eftate, bat he hoped to compafs 
the Work before he had wafted the Remainder. 
He only wanted the Return of his Health to rekindle 
\\\s Furnaces, and to bring his Compoiicion to the 
^tmoft Degree of Perfeftion. I found him fo in- 
fatuated and prepofiefled in favour of his Art, that 
I did not think it proper to attempt to beat it out 
of his Head. I had feveral other Converfations 
with him before we came to this City, in which he 
was continually extolling the Excellence of the 
Philofopher*s Stone ; but fincc our Arrival at MonU 
fellier I have not (een httn, and perhaps he is aN 
ready in the Hands of the Mfculapij of this Country*; 
of which rn my next. 

Take goofCnre of thyfelf, itzx Monceca\ and 
live content and happy. 
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LETTER LXXX. 

From Aaron Mo^ceca^ at Paris, tx> 
Jacob Brito> at Montpellier. 

THIS Crty is as much theCentre of Ridicule, as 
it is of good T ifte and Politenefs y arid it may 
be fid, dear Brito^ to contain the two oppofite Ex- 
tremes, which have each a great Number of Adhe- 
rents in 11 ; for as the Sciences are cultivated, che- 
rilhed, and courted by a great Number of Gentle- 
men, 
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men, (o Folly is indulged here to the laft Degree, 
by the moft impertinent People in Europe. As thefc 
are very numerous, they often counterbalance the 
Authority and Decifions of Men of Senfe, and 
draw the filly Vulgar along with them, who are al- 
ways Dupes to fuch as are inclined to cheat them. 
Thefe form the Retinue of that Power which is in 
weak and prejudiced Fanatics, who made good Senfe 
groan under Oppreffion, and determine Men of the 

freateft Abilities to let Error take it's free Courfe. 
am fenfible that it is very mortifying for Men of 
true Learning to be perpetually obliged to give Rules 
to_ a Rabble of conceited Fools, who are often fo 
very impertinent as to defpife the moft ufeful Dif- 
coveries, and the moft pctk& Works. The moft 
furprifing thing of all is, that among thofe who 
cabal againft the truly learned ones, we find Perfons 
fometimes that have a Genius, Penetration, and a . 
good Share of Learning too. What I fay, dear . 
jBritOy may at firft View appear to thee to be a 
ftrangc Paradox ;. but when thou reflefleft on the 
fantafiieal Humour of Men, and how ambitious the 

frreateft Part of Mankind are to render themfelves 
ingular, and to give themfelves a Luftre by main- 
taining the moft extraordinary Opinions, thou wilt 
no longer wonder to fee Men of Learning give a 
Sanation fometimes to the Fooleries of the common 
People, and even invent new ones. 

A Nazarene Fryar * maintained the moft extra- 
vagant Syftem that could be conceived by the moft 
diftempered Brain, yet he was a Monk of Wit, 
and wrote very well ; but his Ambition was to be 
the Head of the moft impertinent SeA that ever 
rofe againft the Ancients. He did not give himfelf 
the Trouble to difcufs what Faults might be found 

• Father Hardouin the Jefuit 
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in their Works; for he cut the Matter iBort^ and 
maintained that the Books of the Ancients, both 
Greek and Latlrty were after all but the Manufcripts 
of certain Monks fince their Time, who had bor- 
rowed the Names of the ancient Authors. For Ex- 
ample ; he denied that the Mneid which we have, 
was written by an Author that lived in the Time 
of Augujlus. ' Neverthelefs, among the Writers 
whom he pronounced to be apocryphal, he (pared 
ike Works ^ Pliny the Naturalilf^ and quoted them 
fbmetimes to give Credit to his wretched Argu- 
ments J but fell unmercifully upon all the Nazarem 
Do^ftors, fo that not one of them found quarter at 
his Hand. 

So fooFi/h a Suppofitron, for which this Monk 
was by way of Banter called^ Pen ittmel in Pitius 
Maifonsj i. £, The Eternal Father 'of the Mtd- 
houfes, was fmartfy taken to Pieces, and confuted 
hy fevci-al learned Men, who redtrced it to nothing •; 
yet it had its Adherents, fo ridicu]ot« as it was, and 
fo contrary to good Scnfe and Ae Light ofiNatufe^ 
The Love of Singularity and Novelty, brought it 
into fuch Vogue with the Frmcb^ and with Foreign- 
ers too, 'fts laded till the Delufion Was diffipated^ 
and Reafon 'regained it's Afcendant. 

' A Man muft be quite ftupid to imagine that the 
iV'orks of the Greek and Latin Authors, which arc 
coni? down to us, were compofed at St. Dtms in a 

• See particularly the Fitfdicia *veterpm Scrifterum 
etntra J. Harduinumy by th^ celebrated M. la Croze, 
Stt alfo the Miles MucedoHicms of the learned Norris. 
T^ Redbas livliich put Father Hardouin upon the In- 
vention of tfcis celebrated Syftem, are very well explained 
in ^he fourth Letter of the Secret Memoirs of the Re- 
public of Letters; to which if the Reader will pleafe to 
turn his Eye, he will fupply the Want of what could not 
find room in this Letter. 

^Convent 
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Convent of Monks ; for it is there that this Ihipoftor ' 
pretends that all Antiquity was* forged. Biit I de- 
mand, how it was poffible that the Greeks^ who fuc- 
ceffivcly poffeffed theMSS. of their Authors Ip their 
Libraries, could agree to burn, or tear them to 
pieces, and to admit others that were forged in their 
V Names in this Monaftery? Though Xenophony Homer j 
Pindar^ Sophocles, Euripides Diodorus of Sicily, l^c* 
had been wrote over again, how could they find 
their Way into the libraries of the Greeks, which 
were at that Time only full of thofe Authors ? How 
could the counterfeit oqcs be taken in change for 
the true ones ? But perhaps it will be faid,. that 
there was no Book in Greece, ,and that the Greeks 
could heitber read nor write fome time after Con^ 
ftmtine : And the Foundation of this Mypothefii 
cMTDOtbe fupported, bift by advancing this imper-* 
tinem Abfttrdtey; for if it be aUdwed that the 
Ornrf; had Eyess and could both read and write, 
byconlUldag the kft Authors who have Wrote of 
adr3*ime$, and tracing them fucceiSvely bacl: t6 
itofe who are the moft ancient, we (hail find fhey 
httve alt queued one another, ini rep7>rted PaiTages 
OQt of thofe that have gone before. The Authors 
of the fourteenth Century have" quoted thofe of the 
(Hintenth ; thofe «f tl^e thine^mh have quoted their ' 
Predeceflbrs of the twelth and eleventh Genturies } 
and by thus alv«^ays going higher up, we.cotrie eafily 
to the Source of the Originals rej6£led. At what 
'l^ime was there any Appearance obferved of the 
Forgery of the ancient Authors ? How can it be 
jipiagined that the Greeks were fo complaifant as ta > 
receive for aotbeniic. Writings which they faiv 
iprung up in one Night like Mulhrooms, and of 
whofe.Autbort they had no Knowledge ? 1 demand 
what they would have faid when they faw Works 

• come 
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come oat all of a fudden, of which they could never 
have had the lead Notion. Is it likely that all Men 
by common , Con Tent, would have given implicit 
Credit to thofe Writings, and not one of them have 
declared the fame DiiHdei>ce as the Fryar Hardouln ? 
Surely there would have been Ground for it j and 
if it (hould be faid now, that the Medea of Ovidj^ 
andtheT/^^/j of /^tfr/«j are recovered, which in- 
dB<d may poffibly happen, how thoroughlywould 
tholfe Pieces be examined, how many Men would 
write pro or con^ either to prove them genuine, or 
to explode them ? Of this Fa6l the Works of Fe* 
tronia$ arc an evident Proof. 

They who maintain that ridiculous^ Hypothells, 
which tends Co render tbe precious Remains of An* 
tiqutty fufpicious, rely verv much upon the Igno- 
rance of the Times when tnofe Authors were coun«* 
terfeited. Butconfider, dear Briu^ how one abfurd 
Argument neceflanly brings with it another. How 
fooliib, or rather how ftupid is it to thisk that tto 
V/ork$ of Demofthenesf ^umiilian^ Virgily H^raa^ 
Perjius^ bfc. are the Produdions of.an Age drowned 
in Ignorance * i What ! can Stupidity and grofs 

Ignoranoer 

• This Paflaee wants to be more dcarty explained : 
iPor among the few Works which Father Hardouin looks 
upon as really ancient^ he numbers the Satires and the 
Epiftles ofHoractt and the Georgics of fir^tti but he 
reje£ls all Horace^s Odes, and FitgiP^ JEntid. He had 
difcovcred, as he fays, that fome Ages ago, I know not 
how many, fevcral Perfons vnitea and Undertook to 
compete the ancient Hiftory, whkh vt^as entirely loft. 
He 13 exadly informed of the Age in which thofe People , 
lived, as well as of the Place where they compofed theit 
Works. For all their Monuments of Antiquity were 
only Cicero^ Pliny, the Georgics of Virgily the Satires, 
and the Epiillcs of Horace. He thinks that we had no 

other 
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Ignorance produce that which the profoundeft Learn- 
ing and the moft painful Study are fcarce able to 
imitate ? The eminent Hiftorians of this Age have 
the fame Refpe6t for Titus Livy^ as Siatius had for 
the ^neid, which he in a manner adored *. 

Do tut confider, dear Brito^ who are the Men 
that they Nape for the Authors of Works, whofe 
Gallantry and Delicacy are fiill Patterns for the 
niceft Courtiers of this Age. They are Monks that 
are faid to have compofcd th€ HeroideSy and OvitT^ 
Art ofLove^ and Dunces that are the Inventors of 
Demojlhenes's PhilUppks^ and the Works of P/«- 
iarcb. But fomc of thefe Coxcombs, in the Re-y 
public of Letters^ tell us, that the Men who com- 
pofed thofe Works, had Wit; but they who bought 
and received them, were Fools. I demand if it 
was poflible that Genius ihould be confined only to 
feven or eight Perfons {hut up in one'Houfe ? And 
if it be aiifwered, That all the Reafon and Wifdom 

other Mbnoments of Antiqcity but thofe, except fomc 

Falli, and a very few Infcriptions, Deprehendit tile 

Catum fertorum Homimtm ^mit^^ factd^ nefcio quot exti^ 
tijffs^ qui Hiftoria 'ueteris concinnandet Partes Jujcepijfent^ 
qualem nunc babemus, cum nulla tunc extaret, Stbi probe 
not am illorum JBtatem., at que Officinam effe^ inque earn 
Rem ifiis Subfidio fulffe Tullium, Plinium, Moronis 
Georgica, Flacci Sermones ^ Epijhlas\ nam hac ilia 
fola cenfet ■ ■ ■ ex omni Latinitate fincera Monumenta^ 
/r<tf/^r Infcriptlones admodum paucas^ Faftofque nonnuUou 
Harduini Cnronologia ex Nuromis antiquis reftituta. 
yroluf. pag. 60. . 

• . I Nee tu (tinnam ^Eneida tenta, 
Sed longe fequere, & VeHigia femper adora. 

Stat. Tbeb^id. 

^ The JEntidi flxines in too Divine a Sphere, 
* Trace it with Awe, and ever it revere. * 

cf 
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of Mankind were not confined to one fingle Mona- 
ftery, it muft be owned that other learned Men 
difperfed in the feveral Parts of Emopij and who^ 
there compofed the Works that we have at this Day/ 
would have made fomq mention of thofe. Forgers of 
the ancient Writings. 

Really, dear Brito^ every Man who maintains 
the Syilem of this Fryar Hardown^ muft take his 
Choice either to pafs for a Fool, or a Fanatic ; and 
it is {hewing them too much Indulgence, to go about 
to confute fuch a Heap of Abfurdities. One Reafon 
why the Enemies of the ancient Authors fufpeft the ' 
Works of Virgil to be of doubtful Authority, is 
this; Pliny the Naturalift, fay they, fpeaks, of a 
Virgily Author of the BucoHa^ but docs not men- 
tion one Word of the Sntid ; therefore the jEaeid 
which we have, is not by the fame Virgil z^ the j9»v 
colics* I cannot help fmiling, , dear Brito^ while I 
acquaint thee of this abfgrd Argument : \ ibould 
think it might be as well faid thirty or forty Years 
hence, that the Pfalms were not tranflatcd into 
Frmch Verfe by Marbt^ becaufe Boileau^ who ^en* 
ti^ns the Wqrjce of that Poet, does not fay a 
Word of . that Veifion. What would the WorW 
think of a Man, who two or three hundred Years 
hence Ihould attempt to prove, that the Tragedy of 
Bffjazet was not written by Raciney though by t}i^ 
way, it is one of that Autl^or's beft Pieces, be<;*iie 
his Friend D^fper^au^ fpbke ^f fill (bat Poet's other 
Play^, bMt nev^r i$ad« mention of that ? 

Undoubtedly, dear BritOy thou wilt be at a Loft 
to guefs at the keaibns which determined this Monk 
to maintain -fo furprifmg an Hypothefis. I was as 
much to feck for them as thee, till fome learned 
Men o/ this Country djfcoy9i:ed the Myftcry of the 
whole" Affair to nje, togsU^r j«i|li Ae fecret 

Springs 

-^ , " Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Let. 8o. 72^ Jewish Spy, 311 

Springs by which this brain.-fick Impoftof was a<Su^ 
ated. He was a Member of a Society * that was 
at utter Enmity with another t» which has puK- 
lifhed feveral Editions of the Greek and Latin Na^ 
zarene Dodors. Tbefe Bdoks having been re- 
ceived by the Pubjic with univerfal Applaufe, ftirred 
up the Jealoufy and Envy of Hardouin*s Brethren. 
To defeat the Authority of thefe Editions, he was 
V refolved to cancel the Antiquity of thoferAuthors ; 
and the better to reconcile tht Nazarenes to his 
Sentiment, who might juftly have been difgufted 
at the Contempt (hewn for their ancient Doftors, 
this Monk thought to extenuate the Crime of his 
Syftem, by giving all the ancient Authors in ge- 
neral a later Date, and infinuating that they were 
for the moft Part written by the Monks who were 
the Predeceffors of thofe who now plead for their 
Antiquity. ^ 

That, dear Briio^ was the Caufe of the ridicu- 
lous Opinion ftarted in thcfe latter Days againft the 
moft celebrated Writers, an^ » embraced by fome 
Novices who thought to make (hort Work with 
Wit, and to give thcmfelves a Reputation by ap- 
plauding fuch Impertinances. 

I (bould be glad if I had fome News to impart to 
thee ; but for fome Days paft Paris feems to be 
pretty quiet. However, it's prefent Tranquility 
is not like to continue long j and the inconftant 
Humour of the French would foon fupply me with^ 
a thoufand new Amufements for the bubje<Jls of 
my Letters, if I did not intend to leave this Coun- 
try forthvvi:h. I &all Ibortiy fet out for flandersy 

• That of the 7c(«^V/. 

t The Congregation of St. Maur. 

to- 
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to make an End of ibme Affair which I have at 
BruJJils % and from thence I (hall not fail to write 
to thee, * 

Fare thee well, dear BritOy and may the God 
of our Fathers abundantly profper thee. 



End of the Se^jond Volume, 
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jJjfRONi the Son of ye/efb, a Carat te^ Author of 
a Work prcfcrvcd at Paris, tS. 

AharbamU Rabbi, his idle Tales about Mt^/esh Rod, 195. 

Ahbas' I and 11, Sophies of Ftrfia, their terrible Op- 
preflion of the Jewsj 9 1 , 92 . 

Abbes^ ^tvf great Hypocrites, till they get fomc Bene* 
fice, 114. 

Acbillesf not better known than Hotner^ 5^* 

Achmetj Saltan's Mofque built of the Rains of Troy^ 228. 

ABions^ good, immortalize Sovereigns more tha*i all 

: tlicir MonamentSy 264. 

Adventuret of a Cordelier with a Female Votary, 15. 

, Of tv^o Noble Venetians with a Frenchman and a 
Spaniard^ 62. Of a Foreigner with a* Venetian 

. Lady, 65, 66* Of the Duke of Maine with fome 
Courtezans, 72. Of a Genoefe Carver, and a Couple 

. of Frenchman^ 85, &c. Of a Bifliop deceived by a 
Miffion, 4p2. Of theKingof Ctfr;^<r«, 103, &c. Of 
the Daughter of a Duicb Conful at Meffina^ 117. Of 
a Spirit «hat gnawed Cloth, &c. 133. Of the Mi- 
Hrefi^ of a Roman Legat, and a Patriarch of Venice^ 
140, 141. Of a Legat with Grvri^ 144. Of one 
that pretended to be pofTeffed before St. CUu of 
Milan^ 190. Of a MoUnift and two Janfenifis^ 266* 
&c. Of a Chyroill with his Wife, 301. 

Ad'uocates^ French^ not fo eloquent as the ancient Ora- 
tors, and why, 199. They only plead upon barren 
Subjeds, 197* 198. Are too great Slaves to Forlns, 
Niceties, and to the Authority of Civilians, 1^, ico. 
Are often mercenary, 202. Plead more Caufea in 
. . one Year^ than JXemofthenfis and Cicero did ii^ all 
their Liv^^-/^« la Fraeue their Fbrtuae is «iean. 
Vol. IL ^ F h^ 
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''but in En^hmf, they Mrt capable of attaining to 

the greatell Honoars, 20 1. Not fo perfe^ as the 

Preacheis, 202. 
JduUery^ l|)olkeH^apdn merely -at CatUntry in trante, 70. 
Alexander the Grtat wCuldiiardly have bcen'kflov^n bat 

forHiftory, 56. The Rapidity of his Conquefls, 260. 

Compared to a Highwayiban, 263. 
Alexander VI Pope, caufes SanjonmrpU to be hanged 

fisr cedfuring hu Irr^nlanties, -sf 8. 
AUxandir VII. Pope^ obliged to part with kia Antiqui- 
ties to Le^i XIV, 2 JO. 
Aleocandria^ it's. Monnitfentf and Roins, 147^ Ut's &d 

State, and various Chftngei, zig* .It's Roins, the 

Macks of it's grtat Splpodc^; %tj.^ 2i%. it^s pi^ent 

State, 258. 
Alexandrine Cardinal, foiicits Mid obtatM the MaiTacre 

oi 6t. BartholomenAii aad the Pledge he received for 

it, 140, 142, &C. 
Ambrun^ the violent Procedings :oC His Cottncii kureafe 

the Number of the jAnisaries, 1242^ 
.Amerkans^ cruelly treated bytho ^>tf««rW#, rSi, 183. 
AndkreMe it's Odes very bcautifttl; 160. 
Ancients^ tho too great Veneration for theiahartful, 163. 

The Commentators deify even their Faults, 164. 

The Prepoficffion of the Freneh in their Favour, ryo. 

Wherein they excd, and are excelled ibyithc Mo. 

dems, .167. Too much «ried up by the (Regents 
(of UniTcrfities) 1 69 . . Were no more the favou lates 

of .Nature than the^ Moderns are, 170. Kow the 

Difputes as to the Preference -of either ought to be 

fettled, 167, &c. 
AmmgJii what it is that impels them, 1 35, 
Antiquity^ the Foible and Fancy of all People for it, 

Aphy a Deity of the JE^yptiam^ killed, by Camhyfes^ 286. 

Apothecaries nOt allowed to preldbe to the Sick,'l)ut 
obliged,to give. the Clyflers themielves, .98. A Ban- 
ter upon it, 90. 

Arabiani({xh^v^i ^gypt^zzi, Hato Towns,. a8i» ^Tlieir 
Ihofbrs Enemies to iViira^les,. . 2 83 . ^ Bedpuins. 

*i '. ^Aretln, 
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4reti$, Peteff prints his Works at Femce^ diongh pro- 
hibited by the Pope, 64. 

^rfdxay a Devil that poflefTed a Nun at Lowvi^n, 75. 
Bubbled by « Fry ar, ?.76. 

Argensy ^ Marquis de. Solicitation of a Cenfure agamfl 
his Writings, 158. 

>« rifiopbaneSi equal to Molitre and Lopex de la Vega^ 1 68. 

^rijtflikf a poor ^^ural Philofopher,- compared to* Gaf- 

' Jindiy pes Cartes, and Newton, and but a forry iMe- 
taphyucian, to M^&^r^irri&^ and Z<>r^^, .167. Without 
him, iay th^ ^hoolmcn. Error is unavoidable, 200. 

'.Jrles, ArchbifKop of, a fMrioMs Molini/f, his Pifrcfpedt 

.. to the King, 234; 

Artificers, xnore h^appy ^an m^y Aufhors, 161. 

Ir^//, the Fruits of Love, 71. 

ji/a'and Uamm^ Authors of the third Compilation of 

,. -the JELabyhn Talpvud* Jworfe than the two firft, 30. 

4j[f^Il^^^^ common and cheap, at Naples dxA Milan, 

i »!:5? '»74? *p- •• 

Aftyanax, the Son of HeBor, from whom certain French 

, fiPpetSjani Jf^ftorians derive t;heir Nation,^ 2zo. 

^thejjts, c^yxitt'vci France, 127. 

^evraes, the catr^ag^t Saying of that Philofophcr 

Couching -<^r/^o/i, 291. 
Auguries, taken forroerlyfrom -the Entrails of the Vic- 
.'tims apji,(aqred: Chicken, 83. 
Auguflin, St. finds Chr^ftianity v^, Plato, 3?. 
Astgi^lsts no ^j^tterinown than Virgil, 56. 
^i^jius il.]K.ingo(,Poland, his^Hift^ low and mean, 77* 
jfmffot^itj^, fovercign, venerable, if accon^anied with 
' JuAice, 109. 
Authorities, the grea^ Miflake of prefering them to, 

^eaibn, 100. 
^utbors, all Ages have produced many, bad ones, 75. 

.Great NumfieK of them extind by the Contempt of 

their Works, ib. The Multitude .^fth^m is.prejudi- 
. ci^l to, the Sciences, 77. The ancient Ai|.thors ca*- 

ftrated by the Mqnks, i2i. Their literaiy.Conduft 
^ pleafantly defcribed, 1.48, &9, to 1(^4. Complaints 

. of the gpojcl^llefs aga^jill ^hea?, 154, &c Who ^re 
, » • P 2 Quacks 
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Quacks in the Republic of Letters, 157. Numbers 
bTchem make a ihift to live upon wretched Romances 
And filly Stories, and would be much happier if they 
were Shoemakers or Botchers, i6i. Many of them 
. give and uke Slander, 179. 

B. 
BanJittij tht Wickednefs of thofe t>fKapku and their 

Deftrudion by the Germans and Spaniards % I73. 
Bar^ it's £loauence fubjeft to great Inconveniences, 

196, ice. Not carried to fo hjgh a Pitch as Pulpit 

Oratory, and why, -202. 
Sart6oiomiWf St. Ma/Tacre, advifbd by a Legat, and au-~ 

thorized by a Pope, 141. The Confcffion of Pope 

Clement VIII. about it, 142. 
Baftardsy all the Grand Signiors are bom fuch, 152. 
Batarelle^ la^ a Devotee of Father Gerard^ whom Ibc 

amoroufly kifie»> 272. 
Battles y the Nazarenes place their Saints at the Head 

x)f them, 36U , 
Bay Ut'M. was very difpaffionate, 53. Condenfncd by 

theje/uits, 15?. • - 

Beat^. and Bon^ Murak rebuked for hii Turh upon 

thofe Words, 24^. 
Beaumont y an indifierent Painter, 52. 
Becker an^ a Jan/entJ Abbe, his Convtilfions at the 

Tomb of the Aboc Parhf 1 26. 
Bedouins^ Inhabitants of j^gyft^ their Manners iind Cu« 

(lomsy 222, 223, 224, Pafture and Water their 

greateft Treafure, ih. Have no Divines, Latvyers, 

Phyficians, nor Soldiers, ib. Theii^ Quarrels decided 

by their Leaders, ih, and 226. 
Benedi&ins of St. Denis^ accufcd by Hiardouht of hav- 
ing forged ?11 the ancient Authors, 306. Their good 

Editions of the Fathers attempted to be deftroyed by 

thztje/uitf 311. 
Bernard St, falvcs hrs falfe Prophecy, touching th<J Cw- 

/adoes, by the Guilt" of the Croijees, 36. 
Bigarrures des Accords^ a filly Book, printed oftner than 

the Works of Det Cartet and Gaj/endu 1 66* 

- • Birmt 
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Siron^ the wicked Maxim of that General, who aAcrted 

that militajy Men ihould not fear Juftice, 84. 

Bloody the fpiiling of it nbhorrcd by the Clergy, who 

born People, or knock them on the Head, 37. When 

fhed unjultly, itincreafcs the Partyof the Perfecuted, 37 

Boileau condemned by the Jefutts 158. His laudable 

Gen«rofity to Patru, 203. Bat condemned by Mu^ 

ralty 249. 

Boniface Vill. Pope, fuppofed to be the Author of the 

pious Fraud of Loretto, 172. 
Bonnevalt Count </?. See Dedication^ 
Books f not fufiicient for the Knowledge of the Manners 
of the People, 32. Are. not fubjed to the Inquiiition 
at Venice y 87. Too feverely prohibited in France^ and 
therefore the more inquired for, 124. A pleafant 
Account of the Manner of Book-making, , 1 49^ &c« 
Who are toco mpofe, fell, ^d read them, 157. Very 
few can diilinguiih the good ones, 15^. The moft 
(brid ones not affeding as thofe of Mirth and Wit, 
i6o. Books are eftiraated according to the Reputar 
, tion of the Author, and not by the Contents, 165. 
Neither the Sale nor the Scarcity of a Book a Proof . 
of it's -Worth, 166. Good ones are often reprinted^ 
ib» Sometimes afcribed to wrong Authors, 179 Books> 
of the Catholics more faithfully printed at Geneva, 
than by the Papifts in their own Country, 213. 
Booi/ellersf Authors complain of their Avarice, 149, &c. 
And they of the Ignorance and Knavery of mercenary 
Authors, 1^5, &c. The Ingratitude of certain Book- 
fellers to the Public, i^. They pay Journalifts to 
puff their Impreflions, Of. A Banter upon it, 157^ 
1^8. Would i^arve if they were to print none but 
good Books, 159, 
BookJ'elling, fubjeft to a fort of Inquifition in F ranee , 1 24. 
Bcffuety Biihop of Meaux^ his Di/cour/e upon Uni'ver/al 
Hifiory excellent, but the Continuation of it bad, 77, 
- 78. His Eloquence inferior to the Ancients, 169. 

but fuperior to that of the Bar, Z03. 
Bcurdaloue^ his Eloquence inferior to the Ancients, 169, 
But fupeiior to that of the Bar, 203. 
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BroMfmte qoottNl «s to the wicked Mz^m oiBiiro 4. 
Mttifiary^ a Medley of Scraps of Scripture, and of 

Church-Traditions 231. Murmnriii} saboucthacofthe.. 

Diocefc of P^r/V , 232. It's general Recepcion, 289. 
^it9^ Jacob y one of the Je^wtjh Correfpondents> his 

Arrival at Vemct^ 6o» At Naples ^ 171. At MHott^ 

1 88. At GfHTvay 2! I. At Laiefatme^ 24a. Ax, 

Lions f 266. At Montfellier^ 297. 
Bullets, Cannon, xnade out of die Marble of the Ruioi 

of Troy by the Turks y 228. 

C, 

Cahhage, more criminal to fteal one thtin to rob a 
Town, 263. 

Cadierey h Father Gsrard*^ Votary, deemed worthy* of 
the Gallows, 267". A Slanderer, 268. A Partner in 
the Irre|ularitics oiGirar^ty tji. To what her pre- 
tended Poffcifiott wars o^iDg, 274* Father Girard 
ki/TeS a Wonnrf in her Br^aUT, 27;^. 

CahfTdy the Etymology of Cairo, 28^. 

Cajetayif the Pope's Lcgat to the League ftubbted by 
Gi<vrty 145, 144. 

Cairc, the Capifal of jSgypt, it's Hiftory, Defcrfptfon, 
and Manners, 281, 282, ^c. fcnpofhii* tff it's J&cr- 
vrlhcs, 28J, 284, *&c. 

CaliguUf z Monfter box^ fot ^e Cbailiibikefit of tl^ 

' Romans, 1 10. ^ 

Camhyfis, King of Ferfia^ kills ^ jEgyption Ooi Jpis^ 
286. 

Candia, taken from the r^»f/i<iiw by the T»i*i:f, 2^2^ 

Cani/Ra the Sorcercft, who made Philtres', 277. 

Cantfius the Jefuit, his impertinent Refte€tibn On the 
Incarnation, ^4. 

C&pti'ves. See Slan;ts, 

Capuchins hzXii^Qdy and reftored by tht Fenefians, 116. 
Two of them inVeigk and pervert the DaogKter of 
the />a/fi^ Conful at Mtjpna, 1 17, &c. ' 

Cflraites Je*ws, who only admit of the Scripttores with- 

^ oat Expofition, 25, 26. 

tarmlitis, v^ry debauched; 114. • . 

" . , Carni*v0l 
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Carftf'val at VeniUy 1 1 4. How abofed there by thfe 

Monks and Nuns, 116, 117. And zx Milau^ 191. 
Caffiodvruj, his Elogium on SluJy and tlie Sciences, 56. 
CafuiJIsy their Works faithfolly printed at Gen^fva^ 213. 
Cctina<f (tirclamo, his Life of Pius V. quoted touching 

the Pledge given on St. Barthtdomefw^s Diyi 14.3. 
Cilibacy^ mightily extolled by the Papiiis«. ihougk fo 
."^ contrary to public Society, 49, 50. 
Cerceau, Fat*^ er, the Jefalt, his Poetiy mote eiUemed 

thau the Poena of St. Prcfptr^ 166. 
Cftjar^ Julius i well dcfctibed by f^oltaire, 6, Would 

never liave coiKjuercd one Village^ if he had fought 

with N^tmar^ff^ Scldaecs, S^ Reproved for 'his R - 
. pacity, 2513. Ldokeduppn but a^ a great Rf)bbery 

and illuftrious Highwayman, 263. 
Cbajkif '^^1'uKkiflf Saint, a Miracle whiek.his Dervifhas 

pat hixn upon,^ 283., 284. 
CJlfa^DtUaiH^ though a YfirybadFbetjhadljWgeBftBficnM^ 2<33. 
Charles IX, who thicft«d for th«.liLaodo£ nhe ProfeelU 

ants, iettle^ tli« Ma^acr< of St. Barthtloftww with 

jH^amkin.x'ika beg^, and.feiidft hinx aPlec^ of hb 

lTiti8ntibR« 141, .&. . . 
CharJisBmamttl, Kisig of 8iu^ttia%lnyM»& IQ lhw;;rt 

T!&M«^ivf# and the Cfiir/^aff/, ^37^ 238.. 
Ckarks iarrtmMy tlie Patron of Wlan^. i^ h^^ the 

Tip.ofhia N^fe fide h^ indulging fv^^ Sjcqik^s, 194. 
€kiiJr€n\, Pawnfis- hat ib barbaicm^ tq kiH tiici»». d$ to 

mak^ them liveiin Mifcry, 205. 
Clnnr/e ^tLTiiGi their Deities and their Priefts for not 

regaling their Prayers, 111. Extraordinary Boallers 

of Antiquity, 220. 
Chirurgeonsj their Fundlions, 97. 
Ci>tf/-«i*/ made Amends for the BiCKity of the ancient 

Tragedies, 6. 
Chrifiiamty* See NasMrenifm* 
Chrijiians. See Naxarenes, 
Cbnftopherf one of his Vertebrae worfliipped at Munich, 

115. 
Churches^ Refuge of AfTaffins in lialy^ 193. A Privilege 

founded on the Ambitiou of Pxic^, ii, 

P 4 "^ OV— 
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Cuew§f quoted toochitag PUtto^ 32. His Defcriplion zn^ 
Ccnfurcof falfe FriendAiip, 40. The excellent Md- - 
ral contained in his Offices, 167. The Dignity and 
Majefty of his Eloquence, 169. Vaftly foperior to 
the modem Orators, ih. 196 — 199. His Oration for 
Dej9tarus, a Mafter-piece of Eloquence* 198. The 
Exordium ofhisfirftCo/rV/ir^ Oration perfcfi, 199. In 
common Canfes not fuperior to Patru and Errdrd^ ib. 
Scarce ^evcr quoted from othei^, 200. His Attempt 
to prove the Equality of Crimes, 263. The Exempti- 
on given to his Works by Hardcmitf 308. 

Circumcifion prescribed to King Theodore. See Dedication^ 

Citiesy K4ifUs^ faid to be finer than Romt^ Lcnden^ Paris, 
and ^/w/Vf, 17^. Compared to Prifonsf 223. Hated 
by Arabians, 281. 

Clemtncy, IHvine, it's Nature and Extent, 16, 17. 

Clement of Alexandria difcovers NazareniAn in Plato, 33^ 

Qkment VII L Pope, his Declaration touching the MaK 
facre of St. Bartholomenjo^ 142. 

Cleopatra her two Obeliflcs at Alexandria, 264. 

Xllergywxttidi to abhor the ihedding of Blood, but fet 
the World on Fire, 37, 38. Inftcad of Profelytes, 
malce Slaves, '3^. j How dangerous to their Ad ve^- 
faries, 46. Looked upon as Oracles of God, ib. How 
they abttfe their Celibacy, 50. Allowed to ke^p Con- 
cubines, on paying Tribute, 8$. Very di^olute at 
Veniee, X\f, 138, 139.* .Their Tricks with tti^^i to 
the Holy Nail ztMilan^ 189. Their Ambition the 
Caufe of San&uaries in Churches, and thdr Abufe of 
them, 103. They would have prote^ed Cartoucby 
ib. Their Liiigioufncfs tnd Chicanery, 230. Puni(hed 
in France, by be in^ deprived of their Revenues, 233, 

' Always Jfelfifh and covetous, ib. Their Rebellions 
rewarded by the Popes, ib'^. Are the Caufe of itioft 
"Troubles, 246. Are at all Times^ and in all Places, 
mod deceitful, 288. 

jhen, Nehemiah, a learned jfetv, has a mind to give 
himfclf out to be the poor McJJiah, and his Difputes 
with the Impofkot-Sifbbatbai Sevi, 130. 
^^oligni. Admiral^.?, hie Death incfcafed Henry IV's Party, 
z^i* Column 
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CJumn of Pompey at Alexandria^ 264. 
Comedy^ the PiiSture of Human Life, i. Requires good 
Adors, ih, A new Sort introduced, 2. The Latiiu 
inferior to the French^ 3. The Italian^ pleafant to 
fee, but languid and unedifying to read^ it 2. . Pro- 
hibited and revived, 2. It's, Aftors very good, 2, 5. 
" Debafed by paulty Scribes, 2. The EngUJh mifri- 
4)refen ted by Mwr^/r, 249. The Succefsjof Comedies 
owing to the Aftors, 1. 
Ccmmentariesy Snares laid to entrap Senfe and Reafoo, 

164.' 

Commentators^ fuch Tdolizers of the Ancients, as %:} 

deify their very Defeds, tb» Shares in the Pr^ife they 

beftow upon their Authors, whom they commend 

for Fafhion fake, 164. Always extol "the Author 

^upon whom they comment, which often fubjefts them 

to Contradidion, 164, 1*65. 

Competency^ one of the Sources of Human Happinefs, 

Concubinage of the Clergy formerly taxed, 88, 

Cgnfejjtqn^ the Abufe of it by the Clergy, and the Profi^ 
they make of it^ 44^ Termed a Spiritual Fiflipond, - 
ibid. \ . 

ConfeJ/ors^ their Behaviour to the Sick, 99. Ccnfidered 
as tuteUry Deities,^ ib. 

Confidant i often proves an Enemy, efpecially of the Wo- 
men, 44. 4 

Confirmation adnmiiftered Jto People when dying, 99, 

>oO' - ... 

Con<iuerprss ,^W great Qualities as I'ttle to be e/teeme4 

as thofe of a Highwayman^ 253. llluflrious Rob- 
bers, 263. 
Confiancy of thc Women different from that of Men, 43. 
Qontinuatofti of Hiftories, commonly very bad and con* 

texn'ptiblc, 77. The Qualities requifue for their Sue* 

cefs, 7S. ' 
tontroverfies rendered perpetual by Tradition and Chi^ 

canejy, ,35. Thofe of the Catholics printed faith-^ 

fully at G/«^-7;a, 213. . 
CaufuinSs^ tlie Manner of Life thci;c, 9. \\o\y unp;i9fi- 
' ' P 5- .a^» 
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able and prejadlciaU 13. f hofe of the yonhg Wc^ 
men in Frdnci fad Prifonl, 204. 

Coitnfuljionaries Ytiy knavUh, 114. Mad^ and defcrve 
to be /cut to the Galleys, Pref. and f 126. Very 
itumerous and renfdefsy i^t^ 132. True Prophets 
of Misfortanes, 152. 

CcptiSi the Remains of the ancient jSgyptians^ 221. 
Follow the Hercfy ofDie/coruSf ii. Their Language 
loft, /f 

Cordeliers, the Heroes of Monaftic Gallantry, 15. fid 
very fcmpOlous, 114. 

CMU, a great Muficiaa, S}- 

Corneilhy Peter, advances Tragedy to it*s Perfcftion^ 4. 
Superior to Sophocles ib. and 168. Thomas, inferior 
to his Brother, and to Ratine^ and equal to the 
ancient Tragedians, 168. 

Corfica, it's Situation, good or bad for France, accord* 
ing to what Sovereign it has, 236, 237. , Tt^s Har-- 
bottr« block up thofe of Provence^ ih. 

Corficans fet up a King, and how they receive him, 104. 
Their Condition mended 105. Were drove to Ex- 
tremity by the Genoefe^ 107. Their Condud com- 
mended, ib. A third Party amongft them, 255 • 
^illy Arguments, and various Reflexions upon theii 
Undertakings, 236 tb 241. 

Cortes, Ftrdinando, a great Murderer,' Dedication, 

Ovfrri/fofPrinces as fruitful inExcufes as the ye/uits, 239. 

Court of Heaven, changed by the Papifts to a Normai 
Tribunal, 49. 

Courf, Ottoman, reiembles the Inquifition, 89, 90. 

Court of Rome, every Thing venal there, whether Pro- 
phaoe or Sacred, by the Cpnfeilion even of a Pope. 
Pref, Not liked by the Venet tans, fu- Sells it"i 
Aeliques very dear, 1 1 5.. It's Cruelty defcribcd, 1 4^ 
indulgences it's current Coin, 144. lt*8 Qnirksand 
Cavils, 230. Rewards the Clergy for Rebellion, 2^3. 
It hangs Sa'vonasotla for Cenfuring it's Frauds, 288. ^ 

Courtezans, verynamerous, and much refpe£fed SLtFettue, 
66. The peportment of thofe at Rome, ib. and $7. 
9^i of them pot an' End to the teHgiie (hi FMket) 

hy 
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by a bad Prefent to the Head of it, 72. Their ttfe 
and Exit, 73. The Fenetians furniih their City well 
with ^hegi, 88, 114. They ft udy Politics, ik. One 
builds a Chapel with her Gains, /^. The Behavionr 
of thofe of Venice y 138. An jEgyptian Madam 
builds ohe of the Pyramids, 233. • 

Qrehilhn^ a gbod Tragic Poet, 5. Quoted as to Gr- 
fca^ 105, 107. And as to the Maffiacre of St. ^«r* 
tholomeiv^ and, the Co\}rt of Rame, 143. May com- 
pare with the ancient Writers of Tragedy, i68. 

Crime, the Parent of Royalty and Tyranny, 108. I* 
always the faine Thing, ^54. 

Criminals^ great ones pi-aiftd, and petty ones cenfured, 

253- . . . ' 

Crpifadoesy their MIfcarriage owing to the Wickednefs 

of their Undertakers, 36. 1 he Naxarems inclined 

to revive them, ih. 
Croi/esj infamous Robbers, ib. 
Cruelty of the trenclj\ in forcing their Daughters into 

Convents like that of the Feruv.ant^ who devpttf 

their Infants, 204. > 

Cufloms and Ceremonies, the Je^^s more attached to 

• them than to the Law, 27. . . 

Cv/>r«j taken by the Turks from the Venetians, 262* 

' D. 

DrfTWtf/, a Sharper of Pr<7i;f«n?, though he knew not a Word 
ofLatipf has the Impudence to undertake to revife a 
yerfioTiof nuanitsh Hiftory with the Original, 156. > 

Damned, Objedtiops againfi the Eternity of their runi!h' 

' ment, 16, 17. Rcafons //•<? and f;w, 21, 22, &c. ^ 

i)««fj ihamefully defeated by SnAjedJb Peafants, in a 
Manner difarmed, 261. 

panie/, Chevalier, a -good Painter, 52. 

Daughters crucUy clapped up by tbtir Parents in^Franff 
in Convents, 204. U(bful and judicious Reflexion* 
on that barbarous Cuftom, 209, 210. The Arti 
ttfed to confine them, 207, 208. 

Debauchees, very qviict in France y 227, 

P^moni^cSi hardly any in RnglaAd'i^nd llQllarJ, bwrarTj? 
P 6 ih«.^ 
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theft art no Monks, 1 32. In the Milaw/iikty ha^r 

recourfe to St. CI0U9 1 89. Are one of the Mines^ of 

the Moaksy z8o. 
Dtmofthtnts^ the Strenfi;th and Sablimity of his Stite^ 

1^. Very, .much laperior to the modem Orator?^ 

ih, 196, i97» 199. Scarce ever <|uoted others, zoq% 
DiMaht the Allies defeated there by Kf. Villars^ 261. 
Di/tmis, St. Abbey >of, acca&d^f the FalMcation- of aQ 

the ancient Authors, 307. 
J)eM9Mtiaticiis, or Informationa, bow made at Fnace^ 1 16* 
Dirwjbes^ theii ImpoHofes, £^3,. &c. -Their Fondneft 

for Miracles, 288. 
DijCartesr very focuble, 53 A ^aeat Natnralift, 167. 

A Reftorer of Philofophy, 290. Gives the fatal Blow 

to that of the Schoolmen,. 201. The Fondnef^ of 

Peonle to read his Works, ii. The Nature of hi» 

Mathod,. 292. His Modefty^ 293. 
Dfs PreaMX* See Boileam. 

De^il of a ffdg. A Fable of die Monks at Naples ^ 1 76; 
D/iE/f/i, their Torments maj have an End, 19, ^c. 

Their Nature and their Adioas unknown, 20, 2iw 
•Hdw they are diipoifefred in England and Ho land^ 

,133, 134. Some very eafy to be turned out 9? 

Bodies, ih. TIk Familiarity of the Monks witk 

fomeof them, 274, 275, 5cc. 
Dmna^ Men facrificed to her in Tauris^ 38,. 
fiirsOfcrff Spiritual, their very Qdminal Abufo of thofe. 

caUed i?^/r#a//, loi. 
I>i^ui^fr the Monks make ditm a^Tsade and conftant 

Fradice,. 280, a^o. 
Dij^tnulaticnpt abominably crimisalia Religions Matters,^ 

. I.87- 

Ditnnes not fit to b& confulted concecnihg War, 83,^ 84^ 

I>flt of Fetave, his Sovereignty only imaginary,, 6<. 

fi^iliwii Author of the RemarkabUs zX taenia '^ hir 
Commendation of the l^enetians for encouraging*^ 
Qourtsians to come thither cenfur^d, 88* 

Don^ixofe, a fineRomance,.but it's CcntinuaJunhaAf 'j8f 

Dragooning, See Pirfecution ^xAFapifi. 

jPr^airan^i* very fre^eut among the ^av//«/f/, 243. . 
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Duffh ccntimtndcii. Pfe/. . 

' ^i^Jr^i Perfons, how ihey arc treated by the Priefls and 
Fryars, 99, 100. 

E. ^ 

Eclogues, their mod Eminent Authors,. i68« 

jEgvftf the Cradleof the Jenjus, 220. It's fcvcral Matters^ 

' ti, and 321. Ruined by the Greek Emperors, and by 

tht Mahomet am ^ ih, Conq\JiCved by Meexieiimf 281. 

Egyptians, their ridiculous Worilup expoCedby^Ko^^xr^A 
285, 216. Very different from the ^«ri^, 147, Sec, 
Th^ir fabulous Origin and ridiculoos Dynafties, 2 2Q« 
See Copies and Bedouins, 

Elders of lfr4uk (LXX^) receive the Oral Law from 
Jojbua 28 

-2'%j', what Authors have moft excelled in it, 168, 169. 

Elements y the perplexed Manner in i^vhich Arifiotle treats 
of them,^ 295. 

Eloquenccy the -Treinh good, but inferior to the Greek 
and Roman, 169, 196. The Circumftanccs that arc 
the Caufe of that Difference, 197. The Italian is 
puerile, 169 Some Subjeds more favourable to it 
than others, 197. Is often Venal, 201, 20z. 

Empire of the Eaft, it's fundry Revolutions, 260^ 

Empire, German, once in great Danger from the Turks 
and French^ z(j\ . 

Empire Ottoman,, the Rigour and Cruelly of it's Gq^ 
vernment,^ 89. 

Empires, their Rife and Fall like that 6f Men, 260. .A 
Mediocrity contributes to their Prefervation, 2%^ 

Englifh tolerate Monks in their Lay-Habit^ 14. Their 
Love proud and haughty, 69. Their Applatrfes ge- 
nerous, ^92^ Their Eloquence manly and vigorous^ 
70 1 . Very Je/uits with tefocd to GiiraJtaf and Port^* 
Mahon, 2jg. Letters on their Manners,. 24:9. 

Epicurus r a bad NaturaliXt, and an indifferent Metaphy^ 

Ifician, 167, 
J^i}?/f/ Dedicatory, the Abufe and Contempt of them 
cxpofed, 1 5 u Theodore of Corfica^ the Patron of 
Shi« VolttiD«» %tt Dedicmioum 

Erafinus 
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Erafimi U foree Meafure canonizes Socratesy 58. 
Errard, equal to Cicero in common Cauftts, 199. Eut 

not fb perfcft as the Church Orators, 203. 
Errors are BOt deftroyedy bat only change Names, 286. 
Ethiopians make great fioaft of their Anttqaity, 220. 
£«rZiV, i*/^i/d went to M^tfri to hear hiin, 32; 
Eunuch f 9 A&ors in Comedy, 192, 
Euripides mfes Tragedy to it's Perifieftion, 4. Not fo 

accompHAied as Racine^ 5, i68. His Pktys fkort, 6. 
Europe, the HtinSf Goths, and other Barhariasts give i% 

a new Form^ 261. 
ixorci/ms prafHfed cTen opon Beafbf, 280. 
Extraordinary, that which Is fb, ftrikei and feiaes the 

Minds of the Vulgar, i3«. 
Extreme Unftion, an Officer requires it with Bra&dj^ 
' and Gunpowder, 60. 

^' . ' . 

Fanattci/mf extremely dangerous, 46. Caufe of Hestry 
the Fourth*5 Death, *i. 

faihers of the Church very abufive, 80. 

Favourites. • Sec Courtezans, 

tear, the Curb of Mankind, 109. 

ftssihny Archbiftiop oiCamhrayr his Telamachus a Work 
highly to beefteemed, compofed for the Inftru&ion of 
Princes but particularly of the Duke of Burgundy, zt^ 

Feriol err ployed to no Purpofc to procure a Copy of what 
we fUll want of ,7V/«/ 2^w^, 127, 123. • 

Fifii*v^ls of the Church of Milan, ah Opportunity (oft 
the Debauchery of the Prieft? and Fryars, 191. 

Flechier, his Eloquence inferior to that of the Ancleat^ 
169. But.fuperior.to thatof the Bar, 203. 

)fkuru bis EcclefiaJUcal Hiflory good, but tll^e Continu- 
ation of it indifFerent, 78. - 

/^r^/tf/jfw, the firft Merchants at C«w, 28?. 

Foliar^, Chevalier, a famous Convilliionary, 126. 

iW^ indulged to the Degree at Pwris^ 304. 

Fonfenelle^ his Eclogues as good as Virgits, and fope-^ 
rior to thofe of Theocritus y 167, 168. Excepted 0«it 
of ^e Works of the prefent Academy, ib. 

Foolijhne/s 
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f^ohjhmfs of^lw l^obiHty mi^rc honoured than thi 
Merit of the Skilful, 54- ^ . 

Fortune takc5 a Pleafurc iii raiiing Men fiopi nothing ti 
the moft drflinguiflied -'Honours/ 1 €6. 

f rands d'Afftze^ Itorpitif <>f his Book intjt Jerf, Confomi^ 
ties nmth Je/us Chrif^ III. 

France jTrotcfts Geneva now, but may hereafter fubdue 
it, 211.' It's Buildings not much adorned with Mar- 
ble, 227. Her Intcreft to thwart Theodore and the 
CorficanSi 238. 

trench compare their 'theiitTfe to that of the Greeks, 5^, 
' Thcjr fickle intonftartt Love 67, 68. Seem rncapa- 
l>le of an> Love but what itCH 7.iiia],72. Are Jan^ 
fenijis or Moraliftsy for no Reafoh that they know, but 
the Faftiion, 128. Are much prepofleiTed in Favoui 
of. the Ancients, 166. Comt-ous and civil to theit 
Landlord's, but flatter their Wives, 174. Their Ma- 
giftrates too much Slaves to Forms, 206. Cruel to 
their Daughters-, 204. Pretend tobedefcendedfrom 
HeSlor, 220/ Letters on their Man ritrs and Cuftbm»i 
249. Their ilnconftancy, 31., 

Friendjbify ^Ifc, defcrtbed and cenfured by Ciceroy 40. 
That of the Women very fick\e, 41^ And ferves 
only for a Blind to Love, 44-. It fhould be foandeA 

^ on Virtue, ih. • . ' 

' ' \ ^'^ ''•'/ "^ I 

CaJleysihe periTccuto^ . fend People thither to ^ii lighten 
their Minds, 37. A very proper Cur« for the Fana^ 
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Gtneffiji a noble and uncomoion Inftanct of it in J^ 
lecu to Patrut 20 3, 

|C^sM;tf».it's Defcriptiony and the Manners and Coftoms 
of it's Inhabitants, 211, &c. {^roteded by France 
and the ^ovi/r, ih. The Metropolis of thp C^r/- 
v/Vi/i Religion, 1^. ThcNonfenic of ereding For- 
tifications there, which may fome Time or oUief 
tempt the French to get Po^efiion of it, 212. It's 
trade in Silks and Books, ib. Many Popifh Trads 
printed there rcry fait^fnlly, 213. 

Cenev^ef polite and courteous, but grave and affedlec^ 
2^13. Great Enemies to the Papifts, /^ The Purity 
of their Manners, 215, The Italians think them 
Devils, ih,, 

Genoa formerly made Conftantinople tremble,^ 262. 

Cenoe/e^ their Fears for the Ifland of Cor/tca^ * 05 , Their 
faperb Strudure, zi9, Yety much perplexed what 
to do with Corficitf 256. 

Gc^rge^ &t. the Pauon of Battles, 36. 

Germans the Haughtinefs, Ignorance, and Vanity of 
tneir Nobility, 55.. Their Love phelgmatic, 69. 
They make iiire of the "beft Apartment, and 4rink 
their Wine without Ceremony, 174. ^. 

fijauker^ the Founder of Ctf/r«, 281. 

Girarilt Father, the Jefnit, defcrvcd to be hanged, 267, 
Debauches his Fair Penitent, 286. His Plea againft 
her, 269. His diforderly Behaviour very probable, 
suid as good as confefledr 272. Is d great Knave and 
Hypocrite. /^. ,274.^ KiflesaWound in la Cadiei^s 
Breaft, and is embraced by la Batarelle, 272. 

Givrs't a Freheb General, makes a Fool of Cajetan the 
Legat, 144, 145. 

God may rcmir Sins^ bymomentaiy run^ttiment, 17- 
The indecent Thmgs.faid of him ih the Talniu4y 
25/ 30* His Unity the Bafis cf Judai/m^ 32^ Ncg- 
leded by the f^laxarenes for the Saints^" 48. 

ppndoUerioi Venice, their Genius for Ifttrigu«; ft 3". Qctr 

"^ a great deil of Money during the Carni\^l, 114. 

CWScnfe, one of the Sources of Men*5 Happindfs, tj6w- 

^o*vernmentf Rigour and Cruelty of tliat in Tirij>,^. 
* • ^ - . Thift 
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TKat of Feftict^ 6i, &c. It*« grca^ Severity, 8^5. a\\ 
Governments pretty much alike, having iheir Good 
and their Evil,. 250, The Wifdom of that of Hol^ 
/««//, -263. 

Grand Signiors feem to have Death ever in their Pre<- 
fence, 90. Are born Baflafds, 152. 

■ ■ Vizier's Cruelty, 89, 90. 

Greece abounds more than RonUf or the Univerfe, in 
noble Strudures, 228. 

Grsek^ ancient and modem, fcarce alike in anv one 
thing, 121. The old Language will perhaps hardly 
be known to the learned Europeans hereafter, ib. 

Grejks, greatly honoured Men' of Abilities, 5 1 . Vt ly 
much oppreiTed by the Turks ^ 90. Subdued Egytif 
221.. Undcrftand not the ancient Language, i^. Not 
io idolatrous as the jEgyptianSf 286, 287. Their 
Women frank "and, finccre, 67. 

Gregory f St. the. Great^ Pope, condemns Li*vy to the 
Flamej, 121. 

Grifonet, or Scribler, a Name invented to defcribe the 
wretch«d Condition of a Hackney- Writer, 151, 15 a. 

Grotius his Hift. excellent, but his Continuation bad, 77. 

Guaritti his Paftor Tido as good as FirgtPt Eclogues^ and, 
belter than thofe of Theocritus , 167. 

H 

HaUadoJh Jlabbi, Judah^ Author of the Mifnay tKc 
firll Com pilation of the Talmud^ ^9. 

Hamma, See J/a» 

Happine/sj how Mankind is mi ftaken about it, 136. It 
confiils in Virtue, Health, and a Competency, 137. 
Good Senfe and Honetty the only Means to arrive to 
it, 136. 

Hardouin the Jefuit, Reflexions upon his extravagant 
Syflem for running down thQ Authority of almoS all 
the ancient Writers, 305, &c. What Authors he ex- 
cepted, 306. Surnamed'T'i^^ Eternal Father of the 
Mad'houfcSf ih. Confuted by la Croze, Norrisy &c. ih. 
His Aim»was to ruin the Credit of the Editions of- 
the Fathers publifli^ d by the Benedminesy 311. 

Hatr^-' 
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IhitreJott the Score of Riftligion^ th© moftiiemble, 46. 

Healthy one of the Sources of Human Happinefs, 137. 

HiaiAfHy four Ways to go to it, 214. The great Art of 
the Bigots is to fecure it on their Side, 284. 

Heirs^ their Grimaces tor U^eir dyi^g^ Friends, 96, 97. 

Hell Torments, the Eternity of th^m. diibelieved by the 
Wits, and why, 2:, 23. 

Benry IV. aiflTa^natfid hyRofvsillaCf 46. Set upon the 
Throne by the Protellants, 127, soul Pnf. Re-eila- 
bliihes his Governutent 2^ much by Good-nature at 
the Sword, D^dic. His Marriage ti Pretext to ruin 
him, 142. His Frankncfk and Sincetity, 2V53.. 

ikrtuksh Statue at Rome,, z^o, 

HenfUs, their great OWigatioti to Ntan of Learning, 55^ 56, 

HhroglyphU Chatader3 loH as weU ^ the Coptic, %zv. 

Mg£uia^wum, their C^alitieiy as- oenunendabie as tkofe 
of Conquerors and T)jrants,^ 25 a, 253, 263^. 

Mipf^rmieiy. his.fiir& ApbAofvi,, 97. 

Hijlorians, Heroes, lie, very much obliged to thftsn^ 55, 
56^ Gtfi ohcs vtff)i ficMcat; 74. Tncir being fo nv^ 
nenmi, fo defe^^re^ and £> imiatfthodxcal, very bart- 
My a. atd 75^. Th« ancient; on^s cxcellefit, ii, WhM 
thf3;t Qttght tt> be, 7Sik PardAli^ the. prftyaiUng Vice 
of the greatcft.Patt, 79.. ft^ife ones- verv aoa&¥e, 
80. A pleafant Account of the Manner ot compbf- 
ing bad Hiftories, 152,^0. 
M/low)h the CQtiUuaatzons of Hiftories eommonlyi vogr 
bad, 75, 76, 4;?c. What Care they require, 78^. Ho* 
they ought to be read, ih. The Ancients excel in 
Hiilory, 167. • -^ 

Hochftet, Defeat the French there,' 261 . 
Holland,. Fryars tolerated there in a Lay -Habit, 14. 
Few Devils known in that Country, becaufe. the 
Monks dare not let them be feen, 1^32. It's Govern- 
ment wife, and not ambitious of Conqueft, 263. 
Homer y afr well known' as Achilles , 56. An excellent 
Poetj 167. Has great I^aults, but charming Beau- 
ties,, ih. The Darling of this Part of the World> as 
well as of Greece, 265 . 
Honeft Wumen, for their Security the Fenetlam autho- 
rize 
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rizc Cdurtezarts, 88. Sixfus ^infus did better, fbi 
that Purpofe when he punifited Defaaochees, ih* 

HiH'ur demands Revenge for Affronts, 82. 

HoYficey his Editions by the Monks caftrated, 121, i4a. 
The Excelletic jr of his Odes, ^^9.' Quoted with rc- 
fpeft' to a CoiuittT: Life, 4-22. Updn his foture de- 
putation, 265. All his Odes (furious, accorditjgto 
Hardouin, 308, 

Hujhands^ their Jealoufy authorized, and by whom, 42. 

tlynen^ the Tomb of Love, 72. 

Hypccrlfy^ how dctellable, 186, 187. . "" 

' ■ ' - L • . . _ ' 

Jani/oH^ his StaU pfthe XJnited Pro^vincejy a poor mer- 
cenary Performance, owing to the. Envy of the Author, 
and the Avarice of the Bookleller, y%, 

Ja^nifisy their Convulfionaricsr very great Knaves, 1 1!^, 
Their Books aUufive, efpecialTy iheix Nttwv^Ies Eccle- 

. fcajh^fimy 125. Proliibitedin vain,. \z^ Think of 

. notboig but increasing their Party, 12^. Are dan- 
gerous Impofiors, 126. Their hypocrital, abutfvc, 
and fedieious Char^der^ iH Are Litigious and Ca- 

* villers, 230. Decry the Archbifhop of Paris^ and 
accept \i\% bre'viaryt 231, 232. Their "Numbcj:. in- 
creafedby the.violtnt Proceedings of the Council Qf 
Amhrun^ 242, The Iharp Difpute of a Couple of them 
with 9kMolinifty 266, &c. Are branded as Impoftors, 
267. The old Jan/enifis vtOTthy of Efteem, Pref 

Jan/eniui, the Molinij^s toift jvis pretended Prqpofitiq^ 
, in the fporious Edjtions of his Aupiftinusy 213.1 <^ 

Januariusy St. the annualMiracle of the Ebullition, olr 
Bubbling of his Blood, 176, 177. The ^eapQlitaiks 
would certainly be up in Arms if this Miracle did no^ 
happen every Year, ib. A fevere Apoflrophe upon 
this Occasion, 177. . 

Iconiunty Battle, St. George fought there in Perfon, 36. 

Idols^ how th^ Chimefe correft theirs, 1 1 it 

Jealousj Approved by all HuAjattds, 42. 

Jeremiah y Prophet, a Church buitt to his Natne at 
Fenice^ 115, ,One of his Teeih kept there as big 
as -the [1 ooth of a Horfe, ib. 

Je/uitSf 
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'yifmts^ commended for thrir-Politenefs^aDd good Maa- 
ners. Pre/. Bani(hed out of Holland and England^ 1 4. 
That dangerous and forinidable Charadier ic. Not 
much addaded to Woflken, ib. Are Very artful, 1 1 a. 
Baniihed by ^t^VtKetiam^ and re>eftablifhed, no. 
Their Books of the 'MpUmifls Difpute pvohibitei . 125, 
All they think of is how to incrcafe their Party, il. 
Their unlimited Ambition, and their Ads of Violence, 
1 27. Their tyrannical A bufe of the Lettres de Cachet^ ib. 

yewSf how Aiperftitions 27, &c. Are more Slaves to 
their Traditions than to the Law, 27^ 28. The Unity 
of God the fiafis of their Faith, y. Their artful 
Ufe of Tradition againft the Papifts, 35, Are re- 
vengeful andtreacherous, 45. Wiat primes they are 
accufed of, ib. Much tormented' by the Turks^ 91. 
. Cruelly treated and perfccuted by the ferfiafisy ib. 
Seduced by Sabbat hat Se*vt\ 93. The ForiuguefeJetM 
mortally hate the Germans y 94,- The Venetian Churches 
bear the Names of the Jen\i Saints, 114. Their Cre- 
dulity in falic Meffiahsy 1 30. The Nascarenes Partiali- 
ty againft them, 1 17. Will tolerate no other Religion^ 
215. Cannot obtain Leave to fearch the Tyber, 229, 

Jguat'ius of Loyola expelled Devils with a Verfe cut of 
yirgiU 13^'' 

Ignorant y the Learned fufffered them to triumph, becaufc 
they do not care for the difagreeable Talk to refRie 
them, 305. 
in, Sfce Troy, 

'Imagesy forbid to be made by God, 177. 

Imans and Dir^vijhesy one of their Impoftures, 2S3, &C. 
Are great Mirficle-moogers, 288. 

Impoftors are to be met with every where, 132. .An 
Impofture concerning the Tomb of I'lato^y 33. One 
by the Dervifhes of Cairoy 283. 

Incarnation^ an Impoflure of the Na%aren:s concerning 

j^ 53- . 
Jndianusy pioufly perfecuted by the Spaniards, 3^, 
Indulgences J th e current Coin of the Court pf Rome^ 144. 

One of the Mines of the Monks, 280. 
Injoyment is the Tomb of Love, 72. 

Jn^uifiHtn, 
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Inqtufitiofif (arxi^mt^The Hol)^ Ojgice, S6. Complimenta 
People at the fame Time that, it barns them, 37. 
Very much curbed at Venice^ 86. Compared to the 
'OtHnian Coort. 89. The State Inquifition at FeMtci^ 
very fevcrc, but very wife, 84; 

fyquififoPf, their cruel Infoknce, 37. . ^l 

Jntigrjp, one of the Sources of Human Hai^pinefs, 136. 

Jn'uocMipn of the Saints, preferred by the Nazaretut 

,:- before AddreficK to God, 48. Their vain Sophiftrf 

' ' on thVt Head, 49. 

^^, a j^^ipon the Church of hi& Name ztFenitey 115. 

yar^iixftfMy^i^bbi, Author of the iccond Compilati<m of 

• ' ^eTaknod 6ry^ni/kkmr woife.than the firft, 29* . 

Jp^phai theiPapifts accofed.of having foifled^ P^t^ge 
in his Hiftory, 213. 

Jojhua received the Oral Law from Mo/is^ and coinmu*- 
kiicated it to the LXX. Elders, 28. . 

Journal de Tri^QQux^ extremely partial, and much dc- 
fpifed* 156, 158. 

y^rnahf literary Traps laid £bf Senfe andReafoii, 164* 

tjgurnatifsy feme in Bookfelleri Pay, 156, rd^i \ Many 

.w'ldioci tlv Fools of their ManagemeQt, 16^. * 

Italians^ their liable, but jealous Love, 68. Their 
I^lateg^bnAve and ignorant, 8o. Vdy. fvpedtition^^ 
82^ 175. More or lefs^ corrupted according to their 
SubmiiBon to the Monks, 82. Their Politics wicked, 
143^«6. Sorry Tragedians, 168. Their Preachers 
true Harlequins and' Scaramouches, 169. Are 'a^ 

* great Bigots and slaves to the Monks as the Sfa^ 
niardsy 174. Very fond of Miracles,, 176* Punous 
Perfccotors, 21 c. 

lu/f ravsLged by the BarharianSf 261 i 

Juiiattf Emperor, his great Virtues, 80. His moll in- 
jurious Treatment by the Fathers, ib. His Defence 
by la Mot be k Vayer^ ib. t • 

Jufiicey Biron*% Maxim was, that the Military Gentry 

- ought not to fear it, 84. Horibly flow, and often 
not very equitable, 22^. 

Juftin Martyr obierved Nazari/m in Plato ^ 33.. 

Juvenal, his Editions by the Monks caj|lrated, I2i. . A 

Quotation 



d by Google 



I N D E X. 

Quotation froQi J^im agaioft the r|dicab>us.WorSup.of 
. thtjEuftiMJ^ 285. 

• . ^- • 

La Cr%59t, Jus J^indici^ *uetermM Scr^tonrnhJap^yi^ tlie 

extravagant Hypothefo qf Father iHan/ojan^ 506. 
Latij, always Duper to, the fcami.andH>pocFify of. (ht 
. Moiiik^.andCFeray, iij, cB7» 
Lmwtftn, an able Klufician, § |. 
j(«[(f«<t the.Parfon of Su^t^icif a ^irktbiU FanMic, 

232. How he raved againlt the Breviary of iP^p/V,;;^. 
. HU^dkburDtbytbcioBmhron^Han^an^.'ii^^etak^ 
. hkmty from all Selb feil baildiog hi&(ChUrjsh»\\a$3^ 
Latr^9 his tiiiiory ofitbe (isnt^vwii^ Mori -ra; bad j4me« 

mean and contradidlory, i6. ^ ^ T 

Ltuum^r X Roman Catholic.of good Sanfe,; )Prrf. 
Laufanne^ the Capital pf the Kmudou Country; the 

* CJkavalterof it?8 Inbabttants^ 24^t ^3* 

Laya^ written, the Rabbles Aippold it ,t0 th^ve been . 

Kven in>lf^iiint«li€f Dajbcihie^aad/expiaaned by.the 

. Glial I^aw joi the Night,: liSi Tke ktter pa%l 60m 

him x,^,J^Jhu4k to t& LXXjfilders, to theiPxxq^lietSy 

and to the.Sanhedrm, ih, ' . . 

X0«v/« -asi^mudi fuperior to :So9Cteign8^ as'they.ans. to 

tfaeiPeople, i oS. Should be acoocBau>dated to Times 

, and Circurofbnoes^ 209. JadgH rbf(»Meo, laiB^Hhe 

Sovereigns their ^Mecntors, xia. 1 . : ,\ ^\- 
'^nij^^its^ their tedipus :Leng^, ^225^ jf 26. ' t 
Liogvtf (in Fran^) t^ i>iike of Maiiu^s ^efcaucbefies 
<^ pot an End to it^ 72^ : ,1 

l^earnedi very much defpifed by the SofucyarJsi .5 2. How 
ufeful taMankind» 53. The,mod«ll Charaoer of the 
- truly learned, ih. Not fo much confidcred as a Fool 6f 
'j Qnakity,j4.^ollciitydoe8thfmJiiftiec>55j5^. Their 
Advantage over Heroes, Conqijerers, and^Princes, .56. 
UliiverikTiy known andefteemed, 1^ DRheir Writings 
. .procure more Bfteemithan thdr Rcrfons, 58. Give Ad- 
vantage to the Ignorant by dcfpifing them, 30c. 
L gats, and other Minifters of the K>pe*8 Womers of 
> Jiel>ell)on^ 441/ , „ . . * 

J ... / . • L^Uoi 
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telipy an italiartOomtdiatif a miicrablc Writer, 2/ 
Lefi, Gregoriot his impious Maxim, that an Hidorian 
' (bowld bc'of no l^eligibn, 79. ' 

isettrts dtCachet yhow they are abufed hylh»yt/uitSi 1^7. 
Lettres Jvp^vts defended againft bad Crities, Prtf, 
Z)rwfs XII. King ef -^Franee, his Sincerity and Candor^ 

253. The Father of his People, /^ 
Lenvis XIV. or U^ Grande King of France^ too much 
difparaged, and too much extolled by Larrey^ 76. His 
Orders to havev7/iM/*£/«^«ompleat, ^i^z. /His Li- 
berality t^^.-badj^thors, particularly Giaf^UdnrwhUc 
. .he ifttficredi?iz/xii.t0 ^arve, 903. iHe lays out vaft 
— Bom^juJSirJitUiest ,2^28. Son^ ^r Anuqt^es iipm 
i^d/v^, 230. Is beaten at tiochftet^ ^^ad v^orioiis at 
Ihmuiny 1:6 !• ' 
4L^^r^^, very ;^uiet. in Froff^, 127. 
Liberty, civil, very great at Ftnice, 65, 
Zi^rnrks, veryi lorry ones in Pisdrnont, 52. 
£/7/^, ^«r ^, Jiis ?29z«ii ^ Mi/atOr^ps^ and his. ^Zf« 
if«/>r.5iM/^f,good Contedies, 2*. Faifly Afarib^d to a 
: iPli]i6cian.dt theji&r^^^ ;/^* . j 

L^miersj his Continuation of Mexeray^ bad» 77. . .: 
«/>tfcM a«ry modeft, 53. A great 'MQt<^>hyfic]aq9..l67. 
LorettOj great Indulgences gained there, 137. StQfy of 
thc'jQbrgy comefnin^ the Houfe which i? vifit«4 
^ tb^ev 171. .¥ci^nmck peverenoed awiifreqn«nied, 
172. People go;to it^s to a^alLan4jaMafii»er«de, 
-^ U. Bbggotion„iii>r jBtthor coouq &i>aviovir of t^e 
Pilgrims there, /^. A Con]i5^re«wi4hM^$hispious 
Fraud, 172, iif7>3. i 

i.LA*ver that .of feveral Nations oharadlerifed, 67 -^7 3, 
Gentle and folid in ^^?, 70. It is the Ljfe ef the 
Stage, 5. Women more conftant in it than inFrietuJ- 
, iflii|j,.^,i,.44. It .^xercifes it's full Power overthvB], 
J .4^ -l8.a.Prefent from, Heaven, .^ I. The Faxher of 
the. Arts, * &c. Jif, ils extingni^ed . by Marring .and 
Fruition, 72'.- NcYer lofes it's Prerogatives, i02. 
Gave rife to Sculpture and Painting, 7U 
.I^otvetjy. Fremby^dRzxiXSKi . and faucy, Jckle laod treache- 
rous, 41, 42, 43. 

Louvien^ 
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LoMwtr/f Exorcifins -of People there that were poEeffcd 

. with an evil Spirit, 275. ' . 

LucreHut uofolds the Secrets of Nature, 56. Is pre- 
iervedinti^ ii2. His Book pernicioHs as to the 
'Deity, bul^mirable in all other Refpeds, /i. 

l0UJ, always odious, 254* How abhorred by the Psr* 

. . \ . .. M. , 

MkiiUoM^ a Catholie of good Senfe, Pre/. 
Maceil§HMns^ the ftapidity of their Conqaefts, 260. 
Mackiav$l% the Impiety of hisMaiiflh that an Hi&orian 
' OQght to have no Religion, 79. His Poiitica deted- 

able, 255, 256. 
Macrtfit a Turkijb Dodor, Enemy^to Miracles, 288* 
Magdalena^ St. xXiejEgypiian^ a Fmstian Harlot builds a 

Chapel to her out ot her Gains, 1-44. . 
jMahometans treat -the Je^ws and Greeks very Ul, 91, 92* 

their Derviihes as l^^avilh as the Fryars, 283. 
Mabinetan Wives ytxy fnbje^ to cuckold ihsit Huf- 

bands, who make them believe that their SoqIs are 

mortal, 103. 
MaitUf Dake of, his Debaucheries put an End to his 

Rebellion, 73. 
Maitre, le^ his Eloquence inferior to^ that of the An- 
t cieats, 169. A great Quoter, 200. N6t fo perfed 

as the Ecclefiaftical Orators, 203. 
' Malherbet his Odes, though beautiful, inferior to thofe 

of the Ancients, 169. * 
MaUebrancbe quoted againft QueiHons not to be re- 

fblved, 293. A^nd concerning the Method of Des 

CarUSi 294. 
Marattif Carlo ^ an tlluftrious Painter, 48. 
Marble t not common in the Buildings of Fraacet 7zj, 

But little of it at VerfaiUesy 228. The Turks take it 

from the Monuments of the ancient Towns, ib. 
Marivauxy his Double Inconftance% and La Surpri/e ^e 

V4inour commended, 2. 
Kark^ St. the Patron of the V4neti4fiii his magnificent 

Temple, 6^, 

Jdark 
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Mark JnthMiy finely painted by Vohmre^ 8. &ebak6d 

for his Rapacioufnefsy 253. 
Marotf hi$ Poetry quoted by Boiiiou^ but not his Pfalmf» 

310. 
Marriage fCclihfLcy oppofed to it» 49^ 50. Piui I, 
' would have it repermitted to the PrieftSy 50. 
Martiniere {Bruxen la) his Introdu6kion to the Hiftory of 

JJta^ ^fiicdt and America^ a very bad Compilationi 8 1* 
Majrt a Town abandoned for Cairo ^ 282. 
MeMocrityt uieful to the Prefer vation of Statesi 26^. 
Meescledin, a Caliph, coni^uers J?^//, 281. 
l£»>y Rabbiy adds fome ndiculous Things to the Tat* 

mud^ 30. 
Men^ notfo confUnt^s the Wbmeh, 42. The Caufes 
, of their Vices and Diibrders, 70. Awed by Fear> 

109. Fop^^ EfTay on them, 134, &c. A Ledtu^e 

againft their Pride, ih. HoneAy aad good Senfe the 

Sources of their Happinefs, ib. Always deceiving 

and deceived, 287, 288. 
Menander equal to Moliere^ i68. 
Mtiffiah^ Hiftory of a Counterfeit one, naitjed Sabha* 

thai Sei/if 92, &c. Of another that called himfelf 
' the Poor Meffiab^ 130, 131. 
Mefftna^ the Daughter of the Dutch Conful there de* 

bauched, and himfelf put in Danger, 117 — 1 20. 
Method^ the School-men had but little, and. that very 

bad, 293, 
Mexicans^ the prodigious Numbet of them put to Death 

- by the Spaniards^ 38. 

Jfdezerai afcribes the End of the League td thcf Dtikeof 
MatMih Debaucheries, 72. His Book will live to Po<* 
fterity, 75. The Continuation of it very bad, 77. 

Milan, it's Manners and Cufloms, 1S8, Sec, Milaneft 
very jealous, 189. It's Patrons' Charles Barromeo and 

- the Holy Nail, 1^. They accomrarodate their Super- 
ilition to their Pleafures, 190. Their Theatrical 

«» Reprefentations, and the Manner of applauding thetn, 
191. TheirNobility covetous, 192. Their Aflaffins 
numerous, /^ Their Reliques, 194, 196. 

Military, See Officers. 

Vol. IL Q^ W// 
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JAAm Ibfeiior to the Andmita, 167. 

Minarets, Steepler of xJtitTurh, 283. 

M^fmclts^ the Naxgnms voiy £6nd of them, 33, 3^ 
Efpecially the //W/Vm/9 175, 176. That of the. De« 

, . W of a Hog, I j6. That of the Bubbling of St. Jsi^ 
MiUarm'^ Blood* it. Thofe of the Holy Nail at Mi^ 
im^ V%^ Thai of St. CJuvJa Borrmmt's Nofe, 194^ 

. Thilt of St. MmJith with, xegard to the Cow that was 
be-deviled, 280* Tbat^of a TWri^ Saint, 2^3, &c. 
The 4rAbiaH$ not fond of MiracUs a98. 

Mifna, the &ft CompilatioD of the Talmud by Rabbi 
yuM> HaUadtfii iMt fo ridisiilaut aa thde that fol^ 
Towed, 29. 

Alf^a/ft ofteathe Occa£ona6f Debanchory, 102. 

iiifirefft$ of the Clergy, aofi Financiers, the moil happy, 
7^» Their vaciou^ Fordinet, aad their End at kft, 
iL Thoie of the Vemftian Pielatet and Priefia very 
¥ain aad indifcreet, i4a> 

Jlf^i^, the Motive of Commentators Praife, 164. 

Moderns and Ancients, hoW/t^e Dispute about the Prefer^ 
enoet^ be «jvea to either ihould be fettled, 167 to 170. 

Mpdefijy the Endowment of the truly L^rned, 54- 

Moliere, the Excellency of his good Plays, and Folly 
of the indifferent ones* 3. Compatabk if not fape* 
rior to the Gr/ei ones, (^. and i68« 

Mdinifis are good-natured and Polite, butambitioas and 
perfecuting, 127, 128, Are the Caufe of half the 
Calamities of France, it, Foift hst Propofitions inta 
the fraudulent Editions oijanfemus, 213. Are liti- 
gious and Chicaneers, 230. Fall upon the Breviar^ 
of Paris, and run down the Archbiinop, 231, The 
Difcretion of the Je/nits, 234. The Difpute of one 
with two Janfenifiy 266, &c. 

Mcnarchs. See So*vefeifns. 

Monks, their Life defcribed, 9, 10, &c. Their Unpro- 
fitablencfs, 13. The Prejudice they do, ih. Are 
the Pope's Troops, 14. Tolerated in England ani 
Holland with the Lay Habit, ih. Very much ad- 
dided to the Women, 15. A pernicious Genera* 
tioh, /^. Their Writings full of Invedives, 80. 

Their 



d by Google 



I N D E; 3i 

'fMr PbWfet dfcpreflc$ the People, 82. Hive i(b)ii^ 
Credit with the Soldierjr, 84. Have no Power at 
Venice, 85* 96. Pay Tribute for Concubinage, 88« 
Take care to ftir op thoTe that are dying to remem^ 

. berthem, 99, 100. Abufe the Nuia' Retreats, ii. 
and 101. Arc Very diffolote at Venieg, 117, 139^ 
&c. Ha;re caftrated anddeftfoyed manj Writings^ 
izo. Their Diflionefty rcftrained by Punting, lai* 
^ut they ittlyea it to a Kind of uquifition, 114. 
Truck their Prayers for the Favours or Harlots^, 138* 
Abandon themfelvcs to all the Pleafures of the Car- 
nival at Venke ahd Milan, where they ad Comediesv 
JiBf 191, CiaufeAm^IV. to be afiaffinated, 1^6^ 
Their Abclie of the Sandnaries of Churches, 193^ 
Are greedy, and Liars, 194. The Caufes of ntofl 
t>illurbances^ 246. Their Abufe and Traffic of Re<^ 
lies, 280. Their three Mines, «//'» Relics, In(tUi« 
gences, and Demoniacs^ ii. They cannot live with- 
but Cabdlbg, 289. Are. bred to difpote eternally^ 
U. Defpife ^ood Senie and Reafon, 291. Their 
HabitafuperftitiouBGa^b, 14$. 

idonthfgnw, a Quotation from him concerning Cruelty, 
204. He prediasthe Fall of the JHJhtelianVhilo^ 
ifophy, 296. 

Montanari an able Mufician, ;t. 

Monuments do not iiumortaliie Sovereigns, 265. Ufeful 
only to the middling Soiit of People, ib» 

Morai of the Ancients very beaxitiful, 167. 

Morea taken from the. FffUtiam by the Turh, 262. 

Mo/es, how the nvritun ahd the oral Laws were received 
according to the Rabbies, 28; A Banter upon the 
Church of his Name ^t Venice, 115. His Rod pre- 
ferved at Milan and J^ome, 194, &c. The idle Stones 
of it by Aiari^ne/', \S. His Brazen Serpent at ikf/- 
lan, ib, A Jiiio oi'Candia pretends to be the an* 
cient Mofes, and ruins many credulous y^ovx, 131. 

Motte, Koudcrt di; la^ defpifed, 167. His Odes, though 

, good, inferior to thofe of the Ancients, 169. 

Multiplication commanded to the Jenjcs, 50. 

Muralf, his LctteVson Xhcfrenc^ and£«gV(/C&criticifed, 249. 
<i.2 Mu/ic 
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Umh fapplies in Chorufles the Defed of the ancknt 
Theatrical Pieces, 6. 

N. 

IfmU Holy, at 'MUmn^ fuppded to come oat of the 

. rod Croft, 189. The Miracles afcribed to it, ib. 
Half a Handred more of them in Eurtpe^ ib, 

Nsplis^ City, ofiben ravaged, 1 73 . It's fine Monuments, 

. ib. It is large, regular, and more beantiful • in the 
general than the duef Cities of Europe^ ib. Not ib 

. pleafant to live in as Rami, 175. It's Court in dole 
Alliance with that-of SfMim, 238. 

f!4trrathjesf the Beft ofthi imperfed, 3Z. 

liathan^Benj^umn^ Rabbi, aDuciiileof^izi^a/<(ar^tf^, 93. 

N^ixartntSy Prinitivt, moft of them Pktonics^^^. Af- 
cribe a Prophecy to PlatOf ib. Rely upon Tricks and 

. Impoftures, 34. Ytry fbnd of.Mirades and Prodi- 

- gi^» 33» 35* Ready to revive the Croifades, 36. 

. NegledGod to pray to the Saints, 48. Charaders, of 
their Love, 6^^ 68, 71. Ruin themielves with the 
Courtezans, while diey Condemn the Mahomttans 
Plurality of Wives, 73. Their Hifbrians very par- 
tial and abofive, 80. Are agreed as to . the Iniquity 
of War, and make it without any Scruple or Mercy, 
84. Moft of them give Legacies to Monks, 99. Their 
Partiality againft the Jews^ i 77. Their Cruelties to- 
wards the doift^red Nuns, 203, to 209. Obliged to 
fix their Antiquity as well as the Jt^s^ at the Cre- 
ation of the World, 220. The Perfecutions of theni 
increafe their Number, 241. Are very credulous as 
to the PofTeflion I>emoniacs 274, 280. 

J^axarettifm wants no Impofture, 34. Is only fit to 
make Cowards, 82. 

h^nzaretbi the Virgin Mary*s Habitation carried thence 
through the Air to paimatia and Italf, 171. 

HeapolitanSi the moft wicked People in Europe^ 173. 
Their Banditti extirpated by the Germmns and Spa* 
mards^ 1 74. Their Difpofition to the Germans, French^ 
and Spaniards, ib. Even thofc of DiftindUon ftnpid 
and ignorant, 175. Their Nobility go to live at 
Kome^ ib. The Beauty and Magnificence of their 

Temples, 
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Temples,/^. Are very fuperflitious, 176. Are Dupes 
to their Miracle of St. Januarius^ ib, A fmart 
Reflexion upon h, 177. 

fferoy born for the Punilhment of the Romans^ no. . 

Nenvhoffy Baron tie, proclaims himfelf King oiCorJicat 
106. See Theodore I. 

Ne-iAjton^ Sir Ifaac, commended by Pcpe, 135. A gr* at 
Natural Philofopher, 167. 

Nicholas. Father, a Carmelite^ deferved hanging, 267 • 
His Debaucheries, 273. 

Nobility, their Folly more honoured than real Merit, 54. 
Characters of the petty Nobility of ihrmany, 55.. 
They imagine they (hall have the Regard of Poliehiy, 
59. A pleafant Story of one of this Stamp, /^. I'hc 
Poor always defpifed, 6i» The Venetians proud and 
haughty, 1. The AVia/W//^^// ignorant and flufid, 
175. The Milanefe covetou?;, ip2. Their Cruelty 
to their Daughters in Nunneries, 209. Not fo much. 
efteemed as formerly, 5^, 

N^rris, hh Miles Mace/iofi'cus again(kFaih2vFIarilota/T, 366, 

Nouvelles EedefiaftiqueM, fedicious and aba five, 12!;. 

Nuns, their Gallantry at /^mV^, 139. A£l Comedies at 
Milan^ t9i. Thofc of Faris more chafte, but much 
reftrained, 204. Ufefui and folid Reflexioii8 ' upon 
their Ltves, ib, &c. The Artt made afe of to con- 
fine theniy 206, 207. 

O. 

Ode^ the Ancients perfe6^, but that of the Moderns 
indifferent, 169. 

Officers f the chimerictl Hopes with which the Meaneft 
feed themfelves, 59. Are roagh, haughty, and nn- 
fuiferable, 299, 300. 

Ouisf I/aaCi one of the Correspondents in thefe Letters, 
being diigufted at the Abfardities of the Talmud^, 
turns Caraite^ 28, 30, 39. Abandons ConftuntinopU, 
89. And arrives tXlSmyrna^ 12S. ht Alexandria^ 
a 18. At Cairo^ 281. 

Orators y the ancient Greek and Roman very much fupe- 
rior to the Moderns, 169. The frmrifr vaftly infe- 
rior, i|^. Circumftancesy the Caufe of-fuch Dif- 
0,3 ference^ 
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fcsinae, 197. The (4uty not fo perfe^ Oratort 2% 

the Clergy, 202. Seie Mv^ates. 
Qrat9fy, Fathers of, ftaunch Jat^/knifisf Pre/. 
Qriidn/0 Dukeofa reTiyei the //«£«« Comedy at Pari-^ 2^ 
O/Mum, Baiha. See BiM^uvaif Count 4>. 
Offia, Cardinal, repo^rts a Confefl;on made by Pope 

CUmni VIII. touching the MaiTacre of St. Bartbolo- 

mtvut 142* 
Oo/zVy his Medfa loft and commended, 4. How it woal4 

be critidfed if it ihould 'be ever recovered , 308 . His 

delicate Lamentations of his Suffi^rings in his Elegies^ 

56. The Editions of him by the Monks caftrated^ 

\2\f Beauty of his Elegies, 169. 
0|f/of Confirmation, a pleafant Thought upon it, 100. 

PtfA^i, it's Univerfity admits Profeflbrs of all Reli- 
gions, 87. 

Painting efteemed, but ill executed in Pnim^ntt 52. 

Palacv defpifed by the Bidouim^ 222. 

Peififtst their Writers abufive, 80, Great Corrupters 
of Books, 2i3» Their Averiion to any Religion but 
{heir own, 215. The Baniflime^t of them from Irtn 
land only ierved to incrcafe the Number of them 
there, 241. 

Parftdifi, foiiY. Ways that lead to it, 2 14. 

Parents in France cruel to >heir. Children in Convents, 
204. Ufeftil Reflexions upon it, 205, 209. The Arti- 
fices they makefile of to this £nd,>209, 2c6, 207. 

Paris, City, a ridiculous Queftion of a Neafnditan No* 
^^leaan conoenring it's Hadbour, 175. Little MarbH 
ik it's Buildings, 227. The Centre ofNonienfe as 
wipll as of good Senfe, 304. 

iW/V, the Abbe, a T^x^s^ Deacon, his pretended 
Miracles ridiculed, 125. Has no Advocates now but 
the Fijb-women, 47. Ccrrupu the Minds of a Mul- 
titude o^^Popple, 132. 

ParthianSf their Abhorrence of a Lie, 254. Their 

. JEduoatiott of their ChiUren, ik^ Not fo idolatrous 

. as the EMpiianst ib. 

P«/YiW//y, the prevailing Vice of many Hiftorians,j9, So, 
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Pajfkge^loati Inconveninicies fuftercd in it, 289, ^c 

Patriarchs^ Kings, and Ftthers of their Panrilits,* 109. 

fatru^ his Eloquence inferior to that of the Ancients, 
169. Equal to Cictr^ in common Caufesi 199. Nftt 
fo perfe^ as the ChoFch Orators 203, Labours for 
Glory, bat dies a Beggar, ib. Th« Generofuy o^ 
Des Preaux to him, ib, 

fauly the Deacon, maintains an Impofture touching the 
Incarnation, 34, 

Peoples* Manners and Cuftoms impcrfeAly known by 
Books, 32. They made themfelves Prifoni when 
they built Towns, 22 v 

Pera^ one of the Suburbs of CofifiantinopU^ belonged . 
orce to the Genoe/e, 262. 

Per/ecution, it's horrid Confequencei, 38, The laft 
Refpurce of falfe Religions, ih. 

Perjians^ their terrible Oppreflion and Perfecution of 
the Jenvs^ 91, &c. Their Conqucft of Mf^pt^ zz\ <. 

P^wvians, fatten and eat theirCoucubine'i>Children,204. 

Petit'Maitresy when faiihlefs and £ckle, a6l in Cha* 
rafter, 42. 

/V«r««/tf/ recOTOFed ahnoft inttrely, 122. WhatDIfputea . 
there have been about the Fragmeattof hisWorksy 30s. 

Pharos^ or Watch-tower of JltKumlria^ one of the 
Wonders of tfiie World, ^19. • Built hySofiratm of 
Guidusy ih. Ruined and buried under Water, ih. 

Philip^ ^eNeriy.x!tie FsLtron of Turin, 48. The extn^- 
ordinitry Veneration there paid to hiai, ih. The fine 
Pifture of him by Solimatni. ih. Has Panegyric «s 
to Celibacy, 49. 

Philip IL King of Spaiuf his fanguinary Barbarities 
make him lofe the United Provinces, 242. 

PhiU/ophers; the ancient ones very great Trayellen, 5a, 

Philifophy^ poorly taught heretofore in Fr^mcc and de>- 
fpifed, 290. Revived by Des C^ms^ and Gajffendt, 
ih. The Difcoveries for ^ich.fhc World isofelified 
to them, 291. That of the Schools deftroyaed by 
Gaffendi and D^ Cames^ ih. It's various I«ipf»- 
feftions, 290, &c. , 

PMlofrph^y Hermetic, or Tra^fmutatory, /. e. the Phi- 
(^4 l(^ofUr\ 
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l^phif^t Stmut t^ fbolUh Science ciiticifed^ 302* 
There tie few good Books that treat of it, an4 
nany fparioos one«y 203. Gebtr the moft learned 
Aothor that ever efpoafed it, ih. It's ftamefal Be- 
ginniiigs Frogrefs, and Conclafion, ih, 
fbiltrUi or Love-potioiiSy cannot determine the Will, 
bat difpofe the Body to yield to the firft Objea that 
preientsy 270, 271. 
PlyficiamSf their Management of Patients, 96, 97. Make 
the Apothecaries, themfelves give Clyfters, 97. A 
Joke upon it, 98. Taxed with Incredulity, 106. 
Viaures forbid to be carried out of Itomt^ 229, 230. 
Fiedmentift follow the French Fafhions, 47. Ineir Lives 
^try uniform, ih. Good Symphoniils, but bad Singers, 
51. Have no good Painters, 52. Love the Liberal 
Arts, but have noTafte for the Sciences, tb. Their 
l>ifdain of every Thing that is not Catholic, 52. Their 
Libraries very mean, 53. -■ 

?dgrimag€s to Loretto^ mcer Parties of Pleafure, Gal- 
lantry, and fant?ftic Devotion, 172. 
Findar, excels in the Ode, 1 69. 

Fims II. Pope, a remarkable Quotation from him coa- 

.ceming the Abufe of the Priells Celibacy, 50. . An* 

odier as to the Venality of all Things at Rome, Pre/. 

Fitu V. Pope, puts Caidinal AUxandrin upon foliciting 

the Maiiacre of St. Bartholomew^ 143. His LiU 

written by Catena^ ih* 

Fiai0t a great Traveller, 32. His Idea of God not 

Jike that of the y/oiv, ii* Moft of the primitive Na^ 

xmreues of his Sed, ik. And treated him as a Saint 

and a Prophet* 33. A Monki(h Impofture concerning 

liit Sepulchre, ih* A forry Natural Philofopher, and 

an iadifieren t Metaphy fician, 1 67, 

FUiUtu, ingenious and direrfified, but often flat and 

puerile, 3. Equal to Af^/rWr, 16$. 
Plinj^f tdmoQi the only ancient Author, according to 

JJardpmH, 306. 
Pe£m9 £pic, of the Ancients, viery much fuperior to 
that of the Moderns, 168. 

eoffffieTf 
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Poetafter^ a Nick-name, cxpofing a poor Poet to Ridi- 
cule, i49« 

Politics of the Coart of Rom^ and indeed of all the 
Italians^ very crafty and cruel, 144, Arc unprofitable 
for governing well,, 254. 

Politicians^ vain Babblers and GuefTers, 240, 241. 

Pclity^ or Civil Government, very fevcrc among the 
Venetians y 85. 

PolnitZi Baron de^ was ence an ^cclefiaflicy Dedicat. 

Pompey y\iis Column 2X Alexandria an excellent Piece, 264* 

Pomponiusy Bifhop of Naples^ delivers that City from a 
Hog poffefTed with a Devil, 176. 

Pope the bell Poet in England^ 154. The Subftance 
of his EJfay on Matty ib, &c. 

Popes of Romey fo many Monks they have, fo many- 
Soldiers, 14. Efpeciallyamongthey^///, /^. Their 
Minillers Workers of Rebellion, 141. Their Poll- 
tics very knavifh and cruel, 144. How they reward' 
their Clergy for Rebellion, 233. Their fcandalooi 
Traffic in Relics, 279. 

Porto Feccbip taken by fireodfri, 105. ^ 

PofffffioHy and Obfeffion by the Devil, mecr Iropoftures. 
of. the Monks, 274. I^ow apt the common People 
arc to believe them, ih. That of a Cow delivered by 
St. Martiuy 280. 

Pradony writes his Phaedra in a Months which was prc- 
fently turned to wafte Paper, 54, Superior to Senecca 
the Tragediap, 168. 

Praife of a Book not a fure Rule to judge of it*s Me^ 
rit, 165. 

Preachers^ thofe of France folid and affeding, 1 69. Their 
Lloqtence more perfed than that of. the Advocates; 
ana why, 202. A ridiculous Sermon of an imperti- 
nent one, 215, &c. Of what Importance k 4s to- 
the Public, that they be fober and well inftra<^ed, 
j;i8. Their Abufe of the Pulpit cenfiired, 217. The 
drift Examination they ought to pais before they 
have a Licenfe to preach, ib, 218. 

Prefaces^ Snares laid to intrap the Underftanding. and 
good Senfe, 164. Moil of them uatrue, 165. 

Q 5 Prejtidius^ 
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Prejudices^ ftrongly planted by the Schoolm afters, &c. 
in the Minds of the Yoath, 170. 

Prf^/yiVtfSiirf»f,«lways deceitful, 288. Andpeeviih, 289. 

Frinting-prefs ha« great Liberty at Venice ^ 87. A Curb 
to the Knavery of the Monks, 121. 

Procurmttrs of St. Mark, their Pun^ons and Preroga- 
tiresy 64. 

Fropirtius^ his Elegies very beaatiful, 169. 

Prophets of the Je*ws receive the Oral Law from the 
LXX Elders, andcommunicate.it to the Sanhedrin, 28. 

Prefper^t Poem not printed fo often as Cerceau's Poetry, 
166. 

Ptroteftants rejed Tradition as well as the Caraitts, 5 1 . 
Admit only Scripture Evidence, 35. Keep up the 
Honour of their Families, without cruelly cloiilering 
their Daughters, 210. 

Prenjence^ irs Harbours blocked up by tbofe of Ccrfica. 
237. It's Parliantent vindicated a€ to their Sentence 
on Father Girard and la Cadiere, 274. 

Prcnfincesi United, State of, a forry Book, 77. Loft 
to Spain by Philip IPs Cruelty, 242. 

Prudence^ too much confounded with Diihonefty, 253. 

Puhlic, die Dupes of the Underftanding between the 
fiookfellers and mercenary Joarnalifts, 156, &c. 
AhvayV the Dupes of thofe that have a mind to 
deceive them, 305. 

puffendorf*% Introdudion to Hiftory, die Continuation 
of it a very bad Book, 'jj. 

Pulletsy Sacred, confulted as to War, 83. The Banter 
of a Roman General on that Subjed, ih, 

Punijhmcnts everlafting objected to, 17, &c. The Agree- 
ment of "Jewus, Nazarenest and Mahomet arts in that 
Point, ib. Arguments pro and con^ 22, 23. I'he Fear 
of temporary Puniftiments has it's Effect, even ubon 
the moft Wicked, 23, 24. Their Ufefulncfs when im- 
pofed conformably to the natural Notions, 24. 

Purgatory 2k,'^m\t*tA by many Religions, 21. Chargfcd 
by the Papifis With Abfurditics, ib. In what Senfe 
there might be one, ih* Venetian Harlots facrifios 
<^eir Gains to it on certain Days, 138. ^ 

Pyramid^ 
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PyramiJ', b«Ut by aafj^/MxHarlotOBt oFiiertritins, 
233- 

^ofafhfts. Pleadings formerly aboundetl with them, 200. 
Not fo many m all Cicero as in the firft Page of /# 
Maitre^ ib* 

R. 

Jtahhiesj very different from the Cardites^ 25. Excef^ 
fively fuperftitious, 27. More Slaves to thcirTraditions 
than to the Law, ib, Suppofe the written Law given 
by Day, and explained at Night \r^ the Oral Lawt 
28. Make God a Sinner, vicious and penitent;; 
26, 30, ~ 

Racine advances Tragedy to it's Perfciftion, 5, 6. More 
perfed than Euripides^ ib, and 168. His E/iber and 
Jthalia may be numbered amongft the ancient Tra- 
gedies, 6. His wonderful Charader o{ Ibrabim, 7. 
The Beauty of his Bajazeti ib, and 310. His Thera^ 
punes ceA^red, 9. Was a Year in coropoft^g his Fha;' 
dra^ which was his true Mafter-piece, 54. The finer 
y erfes of his Britannicus, .59, A Quotiition from him 
concerning the Aflaffination of Henry IV. i^6. 

Ragotjki (h^okA to be the new King vfCor^dn, 105/ 
tiis BigBtry, ib, 

RapinThojiras 2, good Hiftonan, but inferiOT to tie* 

' Ancient^ 167. The Continuation of his Hiftory, a 
wretched Libel, 77. - ^ 

Rarity of a Book not the Mark of it's Goodnefs, 166. 

Ravaillac affaflinates Henry IV. 46. 

Reafon^ the Principle of all our Anions, 135. 

Rebellion^ the Clergy make their Court to t<ie Pope by 
it, 233, 

Rebels always hateful to Sovereigns, 252. ' Often ap- 
plauded, 253. Do not be:ome fo all at once, 252. ' 

RefofmedyOxCal'viniJisy who had placed iWir^rj^ IV. on the 
Thr.ine of France, bani/hei, 127, and Pref. Maflacrcd* 
at the Requeft of Rome, 141. Look upon Geneva fs 
their Metropolitan City, 211. Have given Example* 
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^fjferMt Viitue, 215. Their Maflacre increafei 
tbnr Niiniber» 241 . 

JUUfmis fold vtry dear at the Court of Rome, 1 1 j. A-* 
handoned to the common People of Fenice, ib, MzY 
become Part of the Body of Highwaymen, 277. 
They are ineffedual, 278. The Prefcrvation of them 
cxcoibbley bat the Worfhip of them blameable, 279. 
The Pope's fcandalous Traffic, 279. One of the 
Mines of the Monks, 280. 

Jtelifhitf how dangerous when it degenerates into Far.a- 
ticifm, 46. Serves every where Tor a Cloak to De- 
bauchery, 105. The Difference of it no Authority 
for Rebellion againft Sovereigns, 14J. 

XflipoMf Remijb. See ?apifti. 

ReliponSf there is but one, properly fpeaking, though 
diverfified by Worihip and Ceremonies, 214. . 

Rtnard, his Banter upon Apothecaries, 98. 

RtputatioHi a bad Rule to judge of the Goodnefs of a 
Book, 165. 

Rgtreatsy Aflemblies of the Women to certain Monks, 
and the Abufe of them, 100, &c. 

Rivenuesi Deprivation of them, the Punifhment of the 
Clergy in Ar^/rr^, 233. 

Rhodes, the Jews charged with the Lofs of it, 4^ . 

Riches f the more they are difperfed, the better for the 
State, 210. 

RipperdAt Dake, his Retirement to Morocco, and CaH 
to Corfica^ Dedic. 

Rod of Mo/es preferve^ at Mr/aff,. and at Rome, 194^ 
195. A Rabbi's Account of it, ih, 

Romagnefi, txl. Italian Comedian, a miferable Writer, 2. 

Romances, dangerous to rend them, 160, 161. Never 
to be looked into but for Amufement, ib. Are % 
Sort <ii SubMance for a great many fbrry Writers, 
i6i» 162. . 

Romems, very different from the Fenet: arts, 117. Sub- 
dued ^^^/, 22 u Are abfolutely extindt, 262. 

Rdme, anoent, had not fo many flately Buildings as 
Greece, zzB. The Behaviour of it's Courtezans, 66. 
Statues and PiQures forbid to be carried out of the 

City, 
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City, 229. Money fcarce there, ib. No Trace left 
of the Blood of the ancient Romans ^ 262. 

Roujeauy his Odes commended,] and his other Writings 
cenfured, 169. His horrid Charader^ with Quota- 
tions from his Hi (lory, 179, 180. 

Royalty^ founded on the common Intered of Mankind, 



^ahhatbai Sevi, the pretended Mejpah^ his Hiftory, 92. 

&c. Other Particulars of this Impoitor, 128, 129. 
Saint Julian^ a Village of Savoy ^ near Geneva^ 215, 

An ^pertinent Sermon preached there bythe-Par^ 
. Mf ib. Sec. 
faints, introduced by the NaTcarenes into Battles, ^6. 

Wcrfhipped preferably. to God by the Naxarents^ 48. 

Vain Sophiftry of the Naxarenes as to their Invoca* 

tion, 49. Their Relics capable of becoming Part of 

the Bodies of Highwaymen, 277. 
Saladin built the Citadel of Cairo ^ 282. 
SaHo^ his Journal des Sca'vans fincere, 158. 
Salkftt. an excellent Hiftorian, 167. 
Salui^tion made to the Venetian Nobility by kifling their 

Sleeyesi 113. 
S^n^iuaries of Churclies, founded on the Ambition of 

the Pri^fts, 193. Have been ufed by many People, 

ib, Thi^ Abufe of them by the Priefts and Fryars, 

ib, Printes and AmbafTadors do not grant them to 

Criminals, ib. 
Sanhedriny the chief Tribunal of ^^Je^ws vit Jeru/akm^ 

28. Receives the Oral Law from the Prophets, ib. 
Sarpi, Father Paul^ his Hiftory of the Council of Trent^ 

printed at Venice^ 87. Inferior to the ancient Hifto* 

rians, 167, 
Sarcena taken by Theodore^ 105:. 
Savonarola hanged for preaching agalnft the Diibrders 

of the Court of Rome, 288. 
Schoolmen^ all their Reputation loft, 165. When out 

of their Road, they knew not where to fix, 2co. 

Defpife good $en& aad Reafdm 29cu Defeds of 

th^ir 
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their Philofopher, ih. Their ReafoBs forefeen by Af<?«- 

taignCf 296. 
Sct^Hca conduft to Immortality, 58. The Way to 

them ought to be free to all Religions, 87. Fana- 

ticifm and Hypocrifv their worft Enemies, 121. ' . 
Scot^ or Dunfcotus^ all his Repantdon fnnk, 165. Pre* 

fer red by the Monks before Reafon, 290. 
5fr/i//r,ara^cnaryone, nick- named Gr/^«f/, 151, 152. 
Sculpture owes it's Rife to Love and Fortune, 71. 
StiiuB ouy a remarkable Inftance of it, 117, 118. 
Segraih his Eclogues equal to Firgii's, and fuperior 

to ihofe of TAeocretiUf 168. 
Sei/'h^e^ the Principle of aU Human A^ons, 135; 
Seueca the Tragedian, his Plays unnatural and irregm- 
^4ar, 4, ?. Inferior to Pradon^ 1,68. 
Seraglht the Indolence of that Place well defcribed by 

kadne, 7. The Gloom and Melancholy of that at 

C^nftantineple^ 90. 
Sermons 9 an impertinent one by a Sanjoyard Parfon, 

215, &c. 
Serpent y Braaen, of Mo/esy prcferved at Milan, 195. 
Severity ncceflary, efpccially towards fuch Wranglers as 

the Janfenifts and Molini^s, 128. 
Sins, looked upon as equal by Cicero, 26^* 
Sixtus ^intus. Pope, baniihes the Courtezans from 

Rome, 88. Severely puniihes Debauchees, ih. 
Slangs, Men rende.ed themfelves fuch by building 

Towns, 222. 
Sleeve of the Venetian Habit, to what odd Ufes put^ 

113. 
Smaus, a Word of Reproach, denoting a German Jew, 

94- 
Soanin, 61 (hop of Senez, his Difpofal incres^ed the 

Number of Janfenifts, 242. 
Society, Civil, what an Enemy Celibacy is to it, 50. 
Socrates, canonized in fome Meafure by Era/mus, 58* 
Solimaine, Painter, his Pidlure of Philip de Neri, 48. 
Solon builds a Temple to Venus, with a Tribute fiom 

the common Women, 1 14. 
Somis, a f^^ Player on the Vidin, 51* 
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Sophocles advances Tragedy to it's Perfe<Elion,''4. Not fo 
accomplUhed as CormilU^ 5, j68. His Plays fhort,6, 

Sarbonne^ it's Dolors taxed with Irreligion, io6. 

Sojiraim of Guidus built the Pharos, or Watch-tower of 
Alexandria^ 2 1 9. 

Spaniards perfecute the Indians for the Sake of Religion^ 
38. ■ The vaft Numbers they put to Death, ih. Their 
Paffion of Love violent, 69 Scourge themfelves for 
their MiftrefTes, ib. Are always at Enmity with the 
Trench , and promoted the Aflaffination of Henry IV, 
146. Being as much Slaves and Bigots to the Monks 
as the Italians y th«y fympathize wi;h them, 174! 
Their Cruelty tDwards the Americans^ 183. 

So'veretgnsy their Obligations to Men of Learning, 56. 
'yhe Subjedion they owe to the Laws, 108. Their 
Duties particularized, 109, &c. Were conftituted by 
W ckednefs, ih. Are puniihable only by God, ib. 
And d^pendanfon him alone, 1 12. They are to be 
obeyed, whatever be their Religion, 145. Ought to 
be wife, but not crafty, 253. When they fulfil tl^eir 
Engagements, they become the Fathers and Delight of 
their People, 254. Telamachiis compof^d tor their 
Inftrudion, 2J5. Are not immortalized by Monu- 
ments, 265. 

Soul, pure Spirit, the Divine Breath, 100. 

Souls in Purgatory, Whores fet apart the Gain of pne 
Day in the Week to p?ay for them, 138. 

S p ino/a ^2ihhtdihy SiJeiJUy and leaves their Communion,45. 

A'^/r// of Party is heated and irritated byPunifliments, 241, 

Statius in a Manner adored the jEniady 300. 

^ Statutes forbid to be carried out of Rome, 229. 

Staicsy their Notion of Wifdom ridiculous, 137. 

Studies the Path to Immortality, 58. 

Subjeds ought not to call their Sovereigns to Account, 
109, no. 

Suhje£isy fome much more favourable for Eloquence thai^ 
others, 197, &c. 203. 

Sublime^ the plaineft Didtionfufficient to exprefs it, 197. 
InHance of it in Genejisy tb. -That in the Exordiiim 
of Cicero^ Oration for Dejotarust 198. 

Sultans^ 
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SkltauT. See Grand Signiors. 

SuperflittoHy it*s Appearance in the Monks' Drefs, 145, 
Is every where (erviceable to Knaves, 285. 

Suxdy Counteis of, her Elegies very fine, Wt inferior to 
the Ancients, 168. 

S'wtilent it's fad State after the Defeat of Charles XII. 
261, 
SavfJeSf the wonderful Valour of their Peafants, ii. 

ZiM'nes fiejhy an Abomination to the Jeius^ 232. Aft 
odd Comparifon of it, ib. 

^wt'tzers proteft Genei'a, 211. The LofTes Of their 
Catholics united fhem, 241. Are inured to Fatigue, 
243. Modeft, and very frugal, i6. Given to dnnk* 
ing, but mind their BqHne^, 244. Owe their Li- 
berty to their Union, t6. Train up their Troops at 

" the £xpence of other Sovereigns, 245. Their Mili- 
tary Difcipline, i6. Their Situation fecures them 
from Invauon, fb. The Abbot of St. G/i// kindles a 
cruel War among them. 246. And notwithftand* 
kig his fuperftitious Tickets given to his Soldiers, 
is well beat, 246. How the Sii^r/s eftablilhed the 
Reformation, 247. Are not eminent for Learn- 
ing, 248. Their Libraries not fo well furnifhed 
with Volumes, as their Cellars with Cafks, i6. The 
Author^s Explanation of this Matter, ib. Have a 
great Share of good Senfe, but little Wit, ib. Their 
chimaerical Liberty, 250. Their Bailiffs rigid, and 
not beloved, /^. Tliejr Prefervation owing to their 
Want of Ambition, and to their Fondnefs for Li- 
berty, 262. 

^ymphoniftsy excellent in Piedmont , 51. 

T. 

Tacitus, an excellent Hiflorian, 45, 167. He accufes the 
Jews of a cruel Hatred, 16, 

Talmud, a Collodion of the Traditions of the Rabbies,. 
25. It's Errors and ridiculous Abfurdities, 26. It's 
.Precepts better obferved than the Law, 27. It's dif- 
ferent Authors, and the Time of it's being compiiji^d, 

Tamerlane^ 
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Tamerlaney the fuppofcd Son of a Shepherd, 236. Hi« 
Advancement not fo wonderful as that of Theodore of 
Cor/tea^ ib, ■ ^ 

Tajfo inferior to the Ancients, 167. 

Tents preferred by the Bedouins to Houfes and Palaces, 

222, 

Terence^ an able Painter, a fkilful Writer, and a good 
Oeconomift, but wanted Variety in his Characters, 
3. Equal to Moiiere^ 168. 

TerJaUoy a Mountain of Dalmatian the firft Stage of the 
Virgin Marf% Houfe in it's Journey to Loretto^ 171. 

Theatre^ Love is the Life and Soul of it, 5. The 
Pieces of the Italian Theatre diverting to fee, but 
iniipid to read, 2. The Fate of the old Italian 
Comedy at Paris^ ib. 

Theocritus^ inferior \o VirgiU and even to Guirini, Se^^ 
graisi and Fontenelle^ 168. 

Theodore the Mathematician, Plato went to hear him at 
Cyrene^ 32. 

Theodore^ St. tks Patron oi Venice before St. Marky ^i* 

Theodore I, King of Corjica, in what Equipage he ar- 
rived there, 103, &c. His Romantic Adventure, 104, 
&c. 235, &c. Suppofed to be Ragotjki or Ripperda^ 
105. l3eclared to be the Baron de Newhofff 106. 
His P^wer, 107, 108. A Banter upon his Origin » 
151. Wants Money and Troops, 23 J. Idle Specu- 
lations and various Reflexions upon his Undertaking, 
. 2%^, 236, His Advancement more furprifmg than 
famerlane\ ib. He flained the Charader of the 
Gentleman more than once, ih. Caufed fome Corji^ 
cans to be (hot to Death, 241, and Dedicate His 
Demand to fend a Minifter to Vienna (harply cen- - 
fured, 251. He receives Succours from unknown 
Hands, 257. Very much embarrafles the Genoe/e, 
262. This Volume is dedicated to him. 

Thomcts d^ Aquinas i iurnamed the Angel 0^ the School, 34. 
He maintains an Impofture, concerning the Incarna> 
tion, ib. More edeemed by the Monks than Rea- 
fon, 290. 

Thsuy M. dct his excellent Hiftory will live to the lateft 

Pofterity 
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Poflcilty, 75. Though a Papift, he was very mu^K 
cftccmcd by the Rcforn.cd, 79. Tranflation of -his 
Hiftory monftrouily undervalued, 155. Inferior ux 
the ancient jH&orianSf 167. 
TbucyJida^ a|i excellent HiAorlfin, 167. 
Tibultus^ his Elegies very good, 169. 
I'itus Li<vyy an excellent Hiflorian, 167. Condc;nuie4 
to the Flames by Gregory the Great, 121 . Suppofed 
to be intire in the Grand Signior's Library, 12^, 
The iinfuccefsful Endeavours of Lewis XiV. to get a 
Copy of it, 122, 123, 
Toleration, great and wife zX Fenice, 117. 
Traditions, t)»e Bulwark of the Rabbies and Papifts, 31. 

flow ufeful to the Jews againft the Papifts, 35. 
Tragedin, a Nick-name for a bad Coinpoier of Tragedyj^ 

149, &c. 
Tragedy, Greek, raifed to perfe£lion; 4. The Latin 
very bad, 3, 4. The Frenci; rendered as perfed as 
the Greek, 4, 5. 
Trwoellers, their Pkafurc and Profit, 32;. The Co^- 
tradidUon of their Journals, ib. Old PhilofophcE*. 
great Travelleri, ih. 
Traitors, ufeful, bift hateful ta Sovetciga*, 25 a. Be- 
come fo by Degrees, ih. 
Tnaty of Ninuguefii it's Hiftory a very b;id one, 76. 
^re^ifanit a celel>rated Painter, 48. 
Tre<vQux, the Journal, or Meiuoirs printed ther^ b^ the 
Je/uitif extremely partial, and very much defpifed, 
156, 158. . . 

Tribunals^ judiciary, their abominable Slownefe aad 
. Partiality, 226, , ,. rr- 1 

Trey, it's magnificent Ruins carried away by tti« yirri/, 
to raife their own Buildings, 228. Or elfe broken 
in Pieces to make Cannon-Bullets, ib* 
Truth, very deRT to the Per/am, 2^4- 
Turin, extraordinary Adoration paid there to Pbtlif ae 

Neri, 48. rr., . 1. u 

Turks, run all Hazards for Money, 123. Their barbae 
TOUsUfagc of ancient Buildings, 147. Their Con- 
flueft of ^gypt, 221. Deftroy the Monuments of 
^ ^^ ' anticnt 
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ancient Towns, 228. Brf?^^ Chapiters and Columns 
. to pieces to make Q^nxkon Bullets, i5. §ee Mal;Q' 

metans, 
Xurpiny Archbiihop, did no^ ufe a Sword, becaufe, he 

woi^ld not (hed Blood, but ufed a Club, with which 

he knocked People on the He^4 epifcopslly, 37. 
?K/^r J corrupt Youth, 169. Their Frcpoffeflion intfa- 

vcur of the Ancients, 170. Think that •without; 

4rifiotUt Erro.- is unavoidable, 200. 
Tyier, River, muft contain vaft Wealth in Statues, 

Pillars, Uc. zzS^ The Jefws ^re denied Leave to 

fearch it, 229. 
Vjr^nny reduced by Sovereigns into an Art, 109. 
grants are only obeyed out of Fear, 109. None of 

their great Qualities more to be ad9iircd than thofe of 

a Highwayman^ ZSS* 

V, ' 

Vaniiyy that of certain. Nobility, 5^, 54, &c. 59. Nmhi* 
bers of unfortunate young Women fcnt to Nunneries 

. on that Score, 21Q. 

VariuSf a l^atin Poet, hUJ^hye^es loft and applauded, a. 
riow it would be. examined if it could be recovered, 
308. .' , . . 

Vaud^ Pais dt^ the Produdions of ^t Canton, 243V. 

Vifyery la Motbe U^ defends the EnjpeTOi^ JuliaH againU 
the Invedtives of tfte Fathers, 80. 

Fega, Lopez de, JL good comic ipan^Jh Author, eqvJal 
to the ancient (^etks and Rvmansf i68. 

TenicfSLtid Fenctidiis, DefcrIj>:ion of th^City, and of the 
Manners and OWernmenc of the Republic^ 60, &q. 
It*s Senate difpofe« of every thing, 61 • Tl?e haughty 
Temper of their Nobility, and their feveral Claffe^ 
ik. The Danger of difobliging them, 62- Their 
Choice of St. Mark for their Patron owing to their 
Vanity, 63. A.Story of one of their AmbaiTadors, 

64. They allow great Liberty, ih and 117. The 
' Charader both of the Men and their Wives, 6j. 

The Daughters are frequently fold there by the 
Motheri, ib. The Behaviour of their Courtezans,' 

65, 66. They arc reafonable and not fuperftitious, 

82, 



d by Google 



INDEX.' 

S2, 117. The Monks have no Sway with them, 84. 
The Severity of their Poliiic5, 85. The Check 
they have given to the Iiiquifition, 86. The Free- 
dom of Viinung there , 87, 120. They adapt their 
Religion to their Politics, 87. They furnilh their 
City with Harlots, 88. The Gains they get by 
them, i6. Their Cuftoms, 112. The Habit of tbcir 
Nobjlity, 113. And how they go to Market for 
their Provifion, iL The Talent of their Gondoliers 
for Intrigue, iL Their Carnival, 114, 139. Their 
Churches beautiful, and all dedicated iojenvifl? Saints^ 
114, 115. They dp not Jove the Court of Rome ^ 1 14!, 
Their Senate, when under an Interdict from Romet 
tanilh thtjf/uits and Cupucbhi Fryars, 116. Very dan- 
gerous to cabal at Fmicty ih, Theirfecret Offices of In- 
formation, lb. The Wifdom of their State Inqnifition, 
117. The lewd Lives of tiieir Monks, 1 17, 159. How 
much they Jifffcr from the People QfRomCf 117. Thft 
Inlrigijes of their Harlots, 138.* Debauchery of their 
(pit rgy, ib. Gallantry of their Nuns, 139. Their 
Lcfs of CjfruJs Candta^ and the*M^r^, 262. Were 
the firft that traded to Cairo ^ 282. 

VentimiUy Archbifhop pfParis^ though ^ ciyil Man, very 
much hated irid ^fpcrfcd by the Janfenifts^ 230, &c. 
Caufes a new Bre*viary to be compiled, which fub- 
jefts him to the Hatred of the Molinifisy ih. Sup- 
ported by the Parliament, 232. 

yeniist Solon builds a Temple to her Out of the Tribute 

' of the public Whores, 414. 

VerfailUsy Kttlc Marble thfere, the Statues excepted* 

' 228. It'< Antiquities taken from Rome^ 230. 

*Fiaor^ St. Patron of Battles, 36. 

Fillars beats the Allies at Denain, 261. 

Firgil as well known as Auguftus^ c6. Ignatius of Zof- 
ola difpoife/red Devils by the Help of one of Ms 
Verfes, 133. An excellent Poet, 167. A Quota- 
tion from him upon the fad State of Alexandria, 219. 
And concerning the Avarice and Impofture of the 
Monks, 281. His JEneid faid bv Hardouin to be fpu- 
rious, 509. Adored as it were by Statiust 309. 

Firtue 
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Virtue ought to be the Balis of Friendfliip, 44. Oofc* 
of the Sources of Happinefe, 1 37 . That of the NunS 
often by Conftraint. 205. 

Vi%ier, Sec Grand Vizier. 

Vlyjfes rendered immortal by Homer ^ 57. 

Voltaire^ very fond of the Englijh^ Fref, A good Tra- 
gic Poet, and introduces a new Method. 5. His Play 
called fhe Death 6fCa:far, Thoojhts cf it, 6. His^ 
Characters coo uniform, 8. Is taxed with Irreligion 
and Jan/eni/mi' i^g. Inferior to the Ancients in 
Epic Poetry, but may compare with theni for Tra- 
gedy, 167. His Henriade admired for _ the Verfei 
\ and Sentiments, but condemned becaufe the Author 
is a Modern, 1 70. His bold fprightly Temper pro- 
cures him many Enemies, 179. Accufed of Irreligion, 
though he highly extols the Deity, 179, 180. Slan- 
dered by i2^/^^«, 179. AnExtradifrom, and a Com- 
pliment upon, his Jl%ira% 1 80, l^c, 

Vvlzar^ always fond of Chimaeras, and Dupes of all 
that have a mind to gull them, 287. 

W. 

War^ it's Cruelty and Horror, 84. - The Nazarenes 
own the Iniquity of it, and yet enter into it without 
Scruple and Pity, ib, 

^/7/, cannot be determined by Philtres, 270, 271. 

William III, King of England ^ Larrey's contrLdiAory 
Account of him, 76. 

Witchcraft^ the Nazarenes extremely credulous in this 
Matter, 274. 

^/x^^j,^the Plurality of them with the Turks^ condemned 
by the Nazarenes, who do worie, 75. 

Women^ their vile Abufe of their Retreats for pretended 
Devotion, 100, &c. Are great Readers of Romances, 
160. Not much in the Favour of the Jc/^'/-f> \^' 
Very fickle in their Friendfliips, 41, &c. More ccn- 
ftant in their Love, and their Attachments llronger 
than theMen* ib. Vindicated againft the Prejudice 
of conjugal Infidelity, 41. Their Friends are only 
fuch as their Confidants, 44. Better loved in ^a 

thaH 
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than in France, 70. Arc every where voluptaoas aiia 

intrigtlingi 103. 
tP'riting owes it's Origin Jto Love^ 71. 
Writings makes more fmpreflion than the Perfons of their 

Authors, 52. Immortalize Sovereigns more thaii 
' Monuments^ 't6|. 

X. 

XcMofboHf an excellent Hiftorian, 167. 

Y; 

Toutb fpoiWd by their Tutors or Oovdrnors, Whd fill 
them with Prejudices^ 176. 

Z. 

ZowAtas tells a Sto^ of F/^^il Tomb; 34. 



FINIS. 
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